




Annotated Timeline & Binder Contents 
California Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care 

 
Pre-BRC 

• Pew Commission on Children in Foster Care established in 2003. 
• Charged with developing nationally focused recommendations to improve outcomes for 

children in foster care, particularly to expedite the movement of children from foster care 
into safe, permanent, nurturing families, and prevent unnecessary placements in foster 
care. 

• Chaired and vice-chaired by former U.S. Representatives Bill Frensel and William H. 
Gray III. 

• William C. Vickrey, California’s Administrative Director of the Courts, was one of 18 
members representing a broad cross-section of organizations involved in foster care 
issues.  

• In 2004, the Pew Commission issued its final report and recommendations, Fostering the 
Future: Safety, Permanence and Well-Being for Children in Foster Care, which focused 
on federal child welfare funding mechanisms and improving court oversight of child 
welfare cases.  

o Pew Commission report—Tab A 
• The recommendations also called for the courts and public agencies to collaborate more 

effectively by establishing multidisciplinary, broad-based state commissions on children 
in foster care. 

• September 19, 2005—National Leadership Summit on the Protection of Children, 
Minnesota 

 
Formation of BRC 

• In response to the Pew Commission’s call for the establishment of state commissions on 
children in foster care, the Chief Justice of California established the California Blue 
Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care (BRC) in 2006. [See  

o Resolution and Charge establishing the BRC—Tab B 
 
2006 

• March 23-24, 2006—First meeting of the BRC in San Francisco.  
o Justice Moreno’s Opening Address—Tab C 
o Background Information on Blue Ribbon Commission—Tab D 

• Subcommittees established  
o Subcommittee descriptions—Tab E 

 Strengthening Court Oversight (Hon. Richard D. Huffman, Chair) 
 Stable and Appropriate Funding and Resources (Hon. Susan Huguenor, 

Chair) 
 Strategies and Accountability for Reducing Number of Children in Foster 

Care  (Hon. Michael Nash, Chair) 



 Effective Case Management and Data Exchange Systems (Hon. Dean 
Stout, Chair) 

• June 15-16, 2006—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco. 
• September 28-29, 2006—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 

o Adoption of Data Resolution by commission—Tab F  
• December 12-13, 2006—Meeting of the BRC in Monterey 

 
2007 

• March 22-23, 2007—Meeting of the BRC in Sacramento 
o Public Hearing—“The Role of the Courts in Foster Care: First-Hand Experiences 

of Youth, Families, Caregivers, and Court Officials—Panel with Justice Moreno, 
Hon. Karen Bass, Hon. Bill Maze—Tab G 

• June 20-22, 2007—Meeting of the BRC in Riverside 
• September 21, 2007—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 
• October 4, 2007—BRC Hearing in San Francisco: CASA in California 
• October 12-13, 2007—BRC Meeting in Rancho Mirage 
• December 11-12, 2007—BRC Meeting in San Diego 

 
2008 

• May 12, 2008—Public Hearing on Draft Recommendations, Los Angeles 
o Agenda—Tab H 

• May 14, 2008—Public Hearing on Draft Recommendations, San Francisco 
o Agenda—Tab I 

• June 10-11, 2008—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 
• August 15, 2008—Presentation of Recommendations to Judicial Council 
• October 21, 2008—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 
• December 10, 2008—First statewide summit to initiate the work of the local foster care 

commissions, San Francisco 
o Summit Agenda—Tab J 
o Agenda for Forum hosted by Assemblyman Jim Beall and the BRC—Tab K 

 
2009 

• May 12, 2009—Foster Care Month Capitol Event/Public Release of BRC Final Report  
• June 30, 2009—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 

 
2010 

• May 11, 2010—Meeting of the BRC in San Francisco 
• June 2, 2010—Statewide Family/Juvenile Summit 

o Agenda—Tab L 



• August 27, 2010—Report to the Judicial Council on Implementation Progress 
• September 30, 2010—Governor Schwarzenegger signs AB 12 

 
2011 

• February 28, 2011—Justice Moreno’s retirement from the California Supreme Court 
• April 27, 2011—Justice Huffman’s appointment as Chair of the BRC to replace Justice 

Moreno 
• September 27, 2011—Justice Huffman site visit to Imperial County local foster care 

commission 
• October 6, 2011—Justice Huffman site visit to Orange County local foster care 

commission 
• October 24, 2011—Justice Huffman site visit to San Joaquin County local foster care 

commission 
• October 24-25, 2011—Data Exchange Symposium: Advancing Information Sharing 

Across California to Improve Outcomes for Children Served by the Child Welfare 
System & the Courts (Sacramento, CA—with Stewards of Change) 
o Agenda—Tab M 

• BRC Telephonic Meeting 
o New Reunification/Permanency Recommendations—Tab N 

• November 9, 2011—Justice Huffman site visit to Santa Barbara County local foster care 
commission 

• November 22, 2011—Justice Huffman site visit to Sacramento County local foster care 
commission to discuss its work preparing for the implementation of AB 12/212 

 
2012 

• February 10, 2012—Justice Huffman site visit to San Luis Obispo local foster care 
commission  

• March 1, 2012—Chief Justice Tani Cantil-Sakauye Extends Commission for 2 Years and 
Appoints New Commissioners 

• Over 40 active local foster care commissions in California—Tab O 
• March 21, 2012—Justice Huffman site visit to Solano County local foster care 

commission to cut ribbon on new children’s waiting room and present certificate of 
appreciation 

 
BRC Meeting Agendas—Tab P  
 
BRC Press Releases—Tab Q 
 
BRC Judicial Council Reports—Tab R 
 



Press Coverage—Tab S (Partial—See http://www.courts.ca.gov/4181.htm for a more complete 
collection of news/press reports.) 
 
Op Eds—Tab T (Partial—See http://www.courts.ca.gov/4181.htm for a more complete 
collection of op eds and other news.) 
 
Implementation Tracker—Tab U 
 
BRC State/Local Briefings—Foster Care Reform Update (See 
http://www.courts.ca.gov/brc.htm ) 
 
Current Roster—Tab V 

• Blue Ribbon Commission Members 

http://www.courts.ca.gov/4181.htm�
http://www.courts.ca.gov/4181.htm�
http://www.courts.ca.gov/brc.htm�
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Hon. Richard D. Huffman, Chair 
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal 
Fourth Appellate District, Division One 
 
 
Ms. Robin Allen 
Executive Director 
California CASA Association 
 
 
Hon. Karen Bass  
Member of the U.S. House of Representatives 
33rd Congressional District of California 
 
 
Hon. Richard C. Blake 
Chief Judge 
Hoopa Valley Tribal Court 
 
 
Mr. Lawrence B. Bolton 
California Department of Social Services  
 
 
Mr. Curtis L. Child 
Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
Mr. Michael S. Cunningham 
Acting Director 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs 
 
 
Hon. Kathryn Doi Todd 
Associate Justice of the Court of Appeal 
Second Appellate District, Division Two 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Jill Duerr Berrick, PhD 
Professor, School of Social Welfare and 
Co-Director, Center for Child and Youth 
   Policy 
University of California, Berkeley 
 
 
Hon. Leonard P. Edwards (Ret.) 
Judge-in-Residence 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
Mr. Robert E. Friend  
Director 
National Institute for Permanent Family 
   Connectedness (NIPFC) 
 
 
Ms. Teri Kook 
Director of Child Welfare 
Stuart Foundation 
 
 
Ms. Miriam Aroni Krinsky 
Lecturer 
UCLA School of Public Affairs 
 
 
Ms. Amy Lemley 
Policy Director 
John Burton Foundation  
 
 
Mr. Will Lightbourne 
Director  
California Department of Social Services 
 
 
Ms. Donna C. Myrow 
Executive Director 
L.A. Youth 
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Hon. Michael Nash 
Presiding Judge of the Juvenile Court 
Superior Court of California, 
   County of Los Angeles 
 
 
Ms. Diane Nunn 
Division Director 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
Mr. John O’Toole  
Director  
National Center for Youth Law 
 
 
Ms. Linda Penner 
Chief Probation Officer 
Fresno County Probation Department 
 
 
Mr. Anthony Pico 
Student 
 
 
Mr. Alan Slater (Ret.) 
 
 
Hon. Dean T. Stout 
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court 
   of California, County of Inyo 
 
 
Ms. Jacqueline Wong 
Foster Youth Services Program  
California Department of Education 
Counseling, Student Support & Service 
   Learning Office 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS: 
 
 
Ms. Dana Blackwell 
Senior Director 
California Strategic Consultation 
Casey Family Programs 
 
 
Hon. Stacy Boulware Eurie 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of Sacramento 
 
 
Hon. Noreen Evans 
Member  
California State Senate 
 
 
Hon. Mike Feuer 
Assembly Member 
California State Assembly 
 
 
Ms. Cathi Grams 
Director 
Department of Employment & Social Services 
 
 
Ms. Chantel Johnson 
Legislative and Policy Coordinator  
California Youth Connection  
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MEMBERS THROUGH  
June 30, 2012 
 
 
Hon. Michael D. Antonovich 
Member  
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Fifth Supervisorial District 
 
 
Hon. Lucy Armendariz 
Judge of the State Bar Court of California 
 
 
Ms. Mary L. Ault (Ret.) 
 
 
Hon. John Burton 
Former President pro Tempore of the   
   California State Senate 
John Burton Foundation for  
   Children Without Homes 
 
 
Ms. Miryam J. Choca 
Senior Director 
California Strategic Consultation 
Casey Family Programs 
 
 
Mr. Joseph W. Cotchett 
Attorney 
Law Offices of Cotchett, Pitre, Simon & 
   McCarthy, LLP 
 
 
Mr. Raul A. Escatel 
Tax Counsel 
California Franchise Tax Board 
 
 
Ms. Deborah Escobedo 
Staff Attorney 
Youth Law Center 

Hon. Terry B. Friedman (Ret.)  
 
 
Hon. Susan D. Huguenor 
Judge of the Superior Court of California, 
   County of San Diego 
Family Law Court 
 
 
Hon. Bill Maze  
Former Member 
California State Assembly 
 
 
Mr. David Neilsen 
Deputy Director 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs 
Program Services Division 
 
 
Mr. Derek Peake  
 
 
Mr. Jonathan Pearson  
 
 
Ms. Patricia S. Ploehn  
Assistant Chief Executive Officer 
County of Los Angeles  
 
 
Maria D. Robles, RN  
 
 
Hon. Darrell S. Steinberg  
President proTempore 
California State Senate 
Sixth Senate District 
 
 
Mr. John Wagner 
Interim Director 
Department of Community Services  
   and Development 
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AOC STAFF TO THE COMMISSION 
 
 
Mr. Christopher Wu 
Executive Director  
California Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Children in Foster Care 
   Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
   Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
Ms. Carolynn C. Bernabe 
Senior Administrative Coordinator 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
 
Ms. Christine Cleary 
Attorney 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
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