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 The BLS is the principal fact‐finding agency for the Federal Government in 
the broad field of labor economics and statistics

 The BLS mission is to collect, process, analyze and disseminate data 

 BLS is an independent statistical agency. It serves its diverse user 
communities by providing products and services that are objective, 
timely, accurate, and relevant.

 Users include the American public, Congress, Federal agencies, state and 
local governments, businesses, labor organizations

About the  U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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BLS in a nutshell!

 Produces gold‐standard data

 BLS data affect lives

 Supplies info for employers and job seekers

 BLS data helps in making informed decisions
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Today’s agenda
Economic overview

 Employment

 Unemployment

 Demographics

 Job Openings

 Employment projections

 Question: What economic information helps to 
assess earnings or income potential, the cost of 
living, and supports self‐sufficiency?!
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Individual Factors in Earnings

 Socioeconomic Status

Education

Age

Ethnicity

Family status

Labor market experience

Gender

 Affect on Income

+ more is better, generally

+ if related to experience and 
social skills

Related through other factors

‐ early children and marital 
status matters

+ more is better

Related through other factors

6 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Economic Factors in Earnings

US Economy

Economic growth

Industry conditions

International economy and 
trade

Labor force—size, growth, 
composition, and skills

Interest rates

Public policy

 Local Economies

Economic growth

Industry composition

Relative competitiveness

Labor force—size, growth, 
composition, and skills

Local factors

– Housing costs

– Business environment
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The “Jobs Report” – in the news each month
The Employment Situation
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Employment Situation stats come from
businesses and households

 Current Employment Statistics Survey

Covers 550,000 individual worksites

 Current Population Survey

Covers 60,000 households

9 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

What has the Employment Situation been 
telling us?
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U.S. jobs at all‐time high

BLS Current Employment Statistics (CES), seasonally adjusted, numbers in thousands

Total nonfarm employment, in thousands

Feb 2010 = 
129,733

Oct 2018 = 
149,750
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Employment fluctuates monthly…
Over‐the‐month changes in employment

CES, seasonally adjusted, numbers in thousands

97 months
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…and varies by industry sector
Over‐the‐month changes in employment by industry, October 2018

CES, seasonally adjusted, numbers in thousands
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Healthcare keeps adding jobs
Over‐the‐month changes in healthcare employment
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What about unemployment?
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Quick quiz!

The national unemployment rate is determined by the number of 
people filing for or receiving unemployment benefits.

True or False?

False
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 Labor force = employed + unemployed

Employed: did any work at all for pay or profit during 
the survey reference week

Unemployed: do not have a job, have actively looked 
for work in the prior 4 weeks, and are currently 
available for work. 

Not in labor force = neither employed or unemployed

Unemployment rate = unemployed/labor force 
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Close to 100 million not in labor force

95,877

156,562

6,075

Not in labor force

Employed

Unemployed

Civilian noninstitutional population, October 2018

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted, numbers in millions
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National unemployment rate

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted
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6 million unemployed
Civilian unemployment

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Labor force participation holding steady

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted
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Long‐term unemployment back in line

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted

Duration of unemployment
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Many have given up looking for work

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted

Persons not in the labor force, selected indicators
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U‐6 double official unemployment rate

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted

Alternative measures of labor underutilization

Oct 2018 = 
7.4%
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Unemployment over the decade

Source: BLS CPS and LAUS, seasonally adjusted
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What’s driving your local economy?
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California’s ongoing employment expansion

Source: California EDD, Labor Market Information Division
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Job growth over the course of the expansion

Source: California EDD, Labor Market Information Division
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California industry sector trends

Source: California EDD, Labor Market Information Division
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Sacramento area employment drivers
(El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento, and Yolo Counties)
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Industries unique to 
Sacramento County

Establishments Employment
Average 
weekly 
wage

Employment 
Location 
Quotient

HMO medical centers 77 7,844 $2,540  8.74

Political organizations 20 244 819 7.07

Residential framing contractors 23 1,570 831 5.41

Repossession services 8 154 802 4.51

Apprenticeship training 11 239 919 3.67

Public relations agencies 185 929 2,144 3.57

Services for the elderly and disabled 22,457 26,805 274 3.46

Direct health and medical insurance carriers 33 5,627 1,481 3.41

Residential tile and terrazzo contractors 52 593 884 3.20

BLS, QCEW, 2017 annual averages, private industry
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Bay Area employment drivers
(Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Marin Counties)
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Industries unique to San 
Francisco County

Establishments Employment
Average 
weekly 
wage

Employment 
Location 
Quotient

Other computer related services 54 9,741 $5,310  17.40

Internet publishing and web search portals 295 14,784 4,428 13.29

Media representatives 37 1,118 5,599 9.72

Public relations agencies 145 2,615 2,235 9.08

Solar electric power generation 4 127 3,278 8.96

Scenic and sightseeing transportation, land 19 603 1,707 8.59

Wind electric power generation 4 215 3,835 7.17

Custom computer programming services 1,210 30,743 3,388 6.96

Miscellaneous intermediation 113 930 4,843 6.68

BLS, QCEW, 2017 annual averages, private industry
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Central Valley employment drivers
(Using Fresno County as an illustrative example)
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Industries unique to 
Fresno County

Establishments Employment
Average 
weekly 
wage

Employment 
Location 
Quotient

Tree nut farming 182 2,622 $720  47.22

Fruit and tree nut combination farming 49 815 610 45.61

Farm labor contractors and crew leaders 150 20,187 473 43.54

Grape vineyards 479 3,289 503 41.42

Other postharvest crop activities 65 7,609 685 31.63

Other noncitrus fruit farming 63 2,747 416 30.24

Farm management services 61 1,164 832 23.78

Orange groves 28 276 837 22.28

Citrus, except orange, groves 15 139 739 20.26

BLS, QCEW, 2017 annual averages, private industry
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Southern California employment drivers
(Los Angeles metropolitan area = Los Angeles and Orange Counties)
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Industries unique to 
Los Angeles County

Establishments Employment
Average 
weekly 
wage

Employment 
Location 
Quotient

Teleproduction and postproduction services 800 7,607 $2,009  15.31

Cut and sew apparel contractors 1,384 16,512 637 15.09

Agents and managers for public figures 899 11,875 2,197 14.60

Women's, girls', infants' cut‐sew apparel mfg 316 9,491 1,088 14.01

Motion picture and video production 5,339 100,672 2,378 14.00

Motion picture and video distribution 138 2,532 4,615 11.21

Record production and distribution 142 1,225 2,457 7.41

Women's and children's clothing merch. whls. 1,758 16,056 1,052 7.18

Marine cargo handling 32 13,493 2,185 7.17

BLS, QCEW, 2017 annual averages, private industry
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California’s unemployment rate at record low 

Source: California EDD, Labor Market Information Division
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 August 2018 ranges from: 

San Mateo at 2.3% to  

Imperial at 20.3%

 Local area data at:

www.bls.gov/lau

County unemployment
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Highest metro area unemployment rates in nation
Metropolitan area August 2018 unemployment rate

Yuma, AZ 22.0

El Centro, CA 20.3

Visalia‐Porterville, CA 8.7

Bakersfield, CA 7.3

Merced, CA 7.0

Hanford‐Corcoran, CA 6.7

Fresno, CA 6.6

McAllen‐Edinburg‐Mission, TX 6.6

Vineland‐Bridgeton, NJ 6.6

Beaumont‐Port Arthur, TX 6.3

Brownsville‐Harlingen, TX 6.2

Madera, CA 6.2

BLS, LAUS, August 2018
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What about demographics?

Age, race, sex, educational attainment, marital 
status, single parents, and incarceration statistics
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Highest unemployment rates for teenagers

Source: BLS Current Population Survey, seasonally adjusted

Unemployment rates

Oct 2018 = 
11.9%
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California unemployment by age
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Unemployment trends by race & ethnicity
Unemployment rates by race and Hispanic or Latino ethnicity
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California unemployment by race and ethnicity
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  High school
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Total births Percent nonmarital births

Higher education, lower percent of nonmarital births
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Higher unemployment for unmarried with children
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Married and spouse present Other marital status (never married; widowed;
divorced; married, spouse absent; or separated)

Men Women

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017 Annual Averages

Unemployment Rates for Men/Women with Own Children Under 18
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Higher education, lower unemployment
Unemployment rates for persons 25 and over by educational attainment
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Fast fact!
Higher education also = higher pay
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California unemployment by educational attainment
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1 in 5 full‐time women workers are in office and 
administrative support occupations

Distribution of full‐time wage and salary employment

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017 annual averages
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Women’s earnings 82 percent of men’s

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Population Survey

Women’s Earnings as a Percentage of Men’s, Full‐Time Wage and Salary Workers
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Women’s growth in inflation‐adjusted 
earnings exceeded Men’s, 1979‐2017
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Lowest weekly earnings for Hispanic women
Median usual weekly earnings of full‐time wage and salary workers

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2017 annual averages
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High unemployment for single women with young children
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Median usual weekly earnings for full‐time wage and salary workers
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Employment before and after incarceration
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Income before and after incarceration
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Where Are the Jobs At?
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Largest jobs in the United States

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in California

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017

Occupations most “unique” to California

Location 
quotients
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
Sacramento metro area

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
San Francisco metro division

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
San Jose metro area

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
San Diego County

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017

69 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Highest concentrated occupations in 
Riverside metro area

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
Los Angeles County

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Highest concentrated occupations in 
Fresno metro area

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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How much do jobs pay?
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Wage data 
available for 
approximately 
800 jobs in 400
metro areas

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Occupational wages by area

Example occupation: Registered Nurses

Area name Employment Hourly mean wage Annual mean wage

United States 2,906,840 $35.36  $73,550 

California 282,290 49.37 102,700

Fresno 7,560 43.76 91,010

Los Angeles‐Long Beach‐Anaheim 102,330 45.10 93,800
Napa 1,430 54.68 113,740

Riverside‐San Bernardino‐Ontario 27,720 46.88 97,520

Sacramento‐‐Roseville‐‐Arden‐Arcade 18,240 55.85 116,170

San Francisco‐Oakland‐Hayward 35,480 60.08 124,970

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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Occupational wage percentiles by area

Occupation: Registered Nurses

Area: Sacramento‐‐Roseville‐‐Arden‐Arcade

Hourly 10th 
percentile wage

Hourly 25th 
percentile wage

Hourly median 
wage

Hourly 75th 
percentile wage

Hourly 90th 
percentile wage

$33.65 $45.60 $57.94 $69.03 $77.33

Tip: Percentile data can be useful in determining pay ranges

BLS, Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2017
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What will the future hold?
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Employment growth
Total employment, numbers in millions

156.1149.0

167.6

2016‐2026 
projections

+ 11.5 million
+ 7.4%149.0

156.1

167.6

2006 2016 2026

149.0

78 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

The labor force is aging

15.8  14.8  13.3  11.7 

25.3  21.5  22.3  22.1 

27.3 
23.7  20.6  22.2 

19.7 
23.2 

21.3  19.2 

11.9  16.8  22.5  24.8 

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

1996 2006 2016 Projected
2026

55 and older

45 to 54

35 to 44

25 to 34

16 to 24

Percent distribution of the labor force
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Healthcare is the fastest growing industry
Annual rate of change for wage and salary 
employment, projected 2016‐26

Thousands of wage and 
salary jobs added, 2016

1.9%

1.4%
1.3%

1.2%

1.0%

0.8%

0.7%

0.6%

0.5%
0.4%

0.3%

0.2%

0.2%

0.1%

‐0.2%

‐0.6%

Health care and social assistance

Mining

Educational services, private

Construction

Professional and business services

Leisure and hospitality

Transportation and warehousing

Financial activities

Other services

State and local government

Retail trade

Wholesale trade

Information

Utilities

Federal government

Manufacturing
‐736

‐56

3

53

146

412

789

352

480

364

1,319

2,160

865

507

91

3,998

Service providing

Goods producing

Total 
nonagricultural 
wage and salary 
annual growth = 

0.7%

80 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

5 of the 10 fastest growing jobs in healthcare

105.3%

96.1%

46.7%

37.4%

37.4%

36.0%

33.4%

30.8%

30.5%

29.4%

Solar photovoltaic installers

Wind turbine service technicians

Home health aides

Personal care aides

Physician assistants

Nurse practitioners

Statisticians

Physical therapist assistants

Software developers, applications

Mathematicians

Median annual 
wages, May 2016

$39,240

$52,260

$22,600

$21,920

$101,480

$100,910

$80,500

$56,610

$100,080

$105,810

Percent change, projected 2016‐26

0.9

253.4

27.2

12.4

56.0

39.7

754.0

425.6

5.5

11.9

Employment change, projected 2016‐26 
(in thousands)
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Median annual 
wages, May 2016

$21,920

$19,440

$68,450

$22,600

$100,080

$24,190

$99,310

$25,980

$31,540

$19,990

Employment change, projected 
2016‐26 (in thousands)

Personal care aides have most new jobs

754.0

579.9

437.0

425.6

253.4

233.0

205.9

200.8

184.6

182.5

Personal care aides

Combined food preparation and serving workers,
including fast food

Registered nurses

Home health aides

Software developers, applications

Janitors and cleaners, except maids and
housekeeping cleaners

General and operations managers

Laborers and freight, stock, and material movers,
hand

Medical assistants

Waiters and waitresses

37.4%

16.8%

14.8%

46.7%

30.5%

9.8%

9.1%

7.6%

29.1%

7.0%

Percent change, projected 
2016‐26
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Median annual 
wages, May 2016

$58,230

$49,780

$37,950

$38,740

$36,740

$32,220

$34,790

$36,180

$42,270

$37,000

Many declining occupations being automated

Percent change, projected 
2016‐26

Employment change, projected 
2016‐26 (in thousands)

‐78.6%

‐56.3%

‐35.3%

‐33.4%

‐28.7%

‐25.2%

‐24.0%

‐23.4%

‐22.9%

‐22.6%

Locomotive firers

Respiratory therapy technicians

Parking enforcement workers

Word processors and typists

Watch repairers

Electronic equipment installers and
repairers, motor vehicles

Foundry mold and coremakers

Pourers and casters, metal

Computer operators

Telephone operators

‐0.9

‐6.1

‐3.3

‐25.0

‐0.5

‐3.0

‐3.0

‐2.0

‐11.8

‐2.0
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‐164.9

‐145.0

‐119.2

‐55.5

‐45.6

‐43.3

‐41.8

‐38.2

‐37.1

‐34.5

Secretaries and administrative assistants, except legal, medical, and executive

Team assemblers

Executive secretaries and executive administrative assistants

Inspectors, testers, sorters, samplers, and weighers

Electrical and electronic equipment assemblers

Data entry keyers

Tellers

Postal service mail carriers

Legal secretaries

Correctional officers and jailers

Secretaries make the top 10 list of occupations 
with largest declines
Thousands of jobs, projected 2016‐26

$35,590

$30,690

$57,410

$37,340

$32,530

$30,930

$28,110

$57,000

$44,730

$43,540

Median annual 
wages, May 2017
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Median annual 
wages, May 2017

$103,820

$68,090

$72,830

$52,830

$37,670

$35,250

$36,100

$23,480

Thousands of jobs, 2016

4,230.9

2,670.6

33,372.4

3,617.9

9,582.9

3,858.4

61,504.1

37,226.7

Doctoral or professional degree

Master's degree

Bachelor's degree

Associate's degree

Postsecondary nondegree award

Some college, no degree

High school diploma or equivalent

No formal educational credential

Most current jobs don’t require higher education
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13.4%

15.8%

10.0%

10.9%

10.8%

4.2%

5.2%

6.4%

Doctoral or professional degree

Master's degree

Bachelor's degree

Associate's degree

Postsecondary nondegree award

Some college, no degree

High school diploma or equivalent

No formal educational credential

Higher education = higher growth
Projected 2016‐26 growth rate in occupational employment by typical 2016 entry‐level education

Average, all occupations = 7.4%
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Thousands of jobs, projected 2016‐26

Bachelor’s Degree Occupations with the Largest Job 
Growth

438.1

255.4

205.2

139.9

138.3

115.2

108.6

104.1

98.0

90.3

Registered nurses

Software developers, applications

General and operations managers

Accountants and auditors

Market research analysts and marketing
specialists

Management analysts

Financial managers

Elementary school teachers, except special
education

Teachers and instructors, all other

Business operations specialists, all other

Median annual 
wages, May 2017

$70,000

$101,790

$100,410

$69,350

$63,230

$82,450

$125,080

$57,160

$30,310

$70,010
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Thousands of jobs, projected 2016‐26

Associate’s Degree or Postsecondary Non‐degree 
Award Occupations with the Largest Job Growth

Median annual 
wages, May 2017

$32,480

$27,520

$42,480

$45,030

$24,850

$37,630

$28,990

$47,080

$39,550

$39,990

183.9

173.4

108.4

88.9

80.1

64.6

50.1

48.8

45.9

42.1

Medical assistants

Nursing assistants

Heavy and tractor‐trailer truck drivers

Licensed practical and licensed vocational nurses

Hairdressers, hairstylists, and cosmetologists

Dental assistants

Preschool teachers, except special education

Heating, air conditioning, and refrigeration mechanics and
installers

Automotive service technicians and mechanics

Massage therapists
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Thousands of jobs, projected 2016‐26

High School Diploma Occupations with the 
Largest Job Growth

Median annual 
wages, May 2017

$23,100

$23,210

$32,890

$34,610

$37,670

$24,470

$28,390

$52,510

$31,960

$22,290

777.6

431.2

136.3

129.0

112.5

100.9

95.5

94.9

87.6

84.3

Personal care aides

Home health aides

Customer service representatives

Medical secretaries

Maintenance and repair workers, general

Stock clerks and order fillers

Receptionists and information clerks

Sales representatives, services, all other

First‐line supervisors of food preparation and serving workers

Childcare workers
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Thousands of jobs, projected 2016‐26

No Formal Educational Credential Occupations 
with the Largest Job Growth

579.9

236.5

199.7

182.5

150.4

145.3

135.2

87.9

79.7

68.6

Combined food preparation and serving workers,
including fast food

Janitors and cleaners, except maids and
housekeeping cleaners

Laborers and freight, stock, and material movers,
hand

Waiters and waitresses

Construction laborers

Cooks, restaurant

Landscaping and groundskeeping workers

Maids and housekeeping cleaners

Retail salespersons

Food preparation workers

Median annual 
wages, May 2017

$20,180

$24,990

$27,040

$20,820

$34,530

$25,180

$27,670

$22,860

$23,210

$22,730
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State and metro area projections produced by:

Employment Development Department
Labor Market Information Division
P.O. Box 826880, MIC 57
Sacramento, CA 94280‐0001
Phone: (916) 262‐2162
Internet: www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/employment‐projections.html
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Los Angeles County projections, 2014‐2024

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/employment‐projections.html
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Los Angeles County projected openings

http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/employment‐projections.html 2014‐2024
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Los Angeles County fastest projected growth

93http://www.labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/data/employment‐projections.html 2014‐2024
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Occupational 
Outlook Handbook

Employment 
Projections Program

www.bls.gov/ooh www.bls.gov/emp
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Review: Economic Factors in Earnings

US Economy

Economic growth

Industry conditions

International economy and 
trade

Labor force—size, growth, 
composition, and skills

Interest rates

Public policy

 Local Economies

Economic growth

Industry composition

Relative competitiveness

Labor force—size, growth, 
composition, and skills

Local factors

– Housing costs

– Business environment
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Review: Individual Factors in Earnings

 Socioeconomic Status

Education

Age

Ethnicity

Family status

Labor market experience

Gender

 Affect on Income

+ more is better, generally

+ if related to experience and 
social skills

Related through other factors

‐ early children and marital 
status matters

+ more is better

Related through other factors
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 Nearly all of our surveys are voluntary

 Confidentiality is as important to the Bureau as it is to 
respondents

 We do our best to reduce respondent burden

 Without the cooperation of the people who 
participate in its surveys, BLS could not provide high‐
quality information about the economy to you 

 We greatly appreciate the cooperation of our survey 
respondents. Thank You!!

Final Facts!

98 — U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS • bls.gov

Questions?

Contact Information
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BLS San Francisco Regional Office
Economic Analysis & Information

415‐625‐2270
BLSinfoSF@bls.gov

www.bls.gov


