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August 22, 2014 
 
 
 
Hon. Darrell S. Steinberg 
President pro Tempore of the Senate 
State Capitol, Room 205 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 

Hon. Toni Atkins 
Speaker of the Assembly 
State Capitol, Room 219 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Hon. Hannah-Beth Jackson 
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
State Capitol, Room 2032 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Hon. Bob Wieckowski 
Chair, Assembly Judiciary 
Committee 
State Capitol, Room 4016 
Sacramento, California 95814 

  
Re:  Notification of Vacancies and Allocation of Conversion of 
Subordinate Judicial Officer Positions as Required Under Government 
Code Section 69615 
 
Dear Senator Steinberg, Senator Jackson, Speaker Atkins, and Assembly 
Member Wieckowski: 
 
Assembly Bill 159 (Stats. 2007, ch. 722) authorized the Judicial Council 
to convert 162 subordinate judicial officer (SJO) positions, upon vacancy, 
to judgeships. Government Code section 69615 requires the Judicial 
Council to file notice of the vacant SJO positions that the council would 
be seeking to convert in the coming fiscal year and of the allocation of 
conversions among the courts eligible for conversion of SJO positions. 
 
AB 159 authorized conversions of SJO positions to judgeships at a rate of 
up to 16 per fiscal year. For fiscal year (FY) 2011–2012, Senate Bill 405 
(Stats. 2011, ch. 705) authorized the conversion of up to 10 additional 
positions, if the additional conversions would result in family or juvenile 
law cases being heard by judges instead of SJOs. Similar legislation was 
passed in 2013 for FY 2013–2014 as AB 1403 (Stats. 2013, ch. 510), and 
is currently being considered by the Legislature as AB 2745 (Committee 
on Judiciary) for FY 2014–2015. For FY 2014–2015, the Judicial Council 
has approved the following methodology for allocating 15 of the 16 
conversions among the remaining courts eligible for conversions: 
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Superior Courts (by County) Number of Conversions for 
FY 2013–2014 

Group 1: Los Angeles 7 

Group 3: Contra Costa, San Diego, San Francisco 4 

Group 4: Fresno, Kern, Napa, Placer, San Luis Obispo, San 
Mateo, Tulare, Yolo 4 
 
Group 2 consisted solely of Orange County, which converted the last of its eligible SJO positions 
to judgeships in FY 2013–2014. The conversion that had previously been designated for Orange 
County has not yet been reassigned by the Judicial Council to one of the groups with remaining 
eligible positions. 
 
To date, the Judicial Council has approved conversions to judgeships of seven vacant or soon-to-
be-vacant positions for FY 2014–2015, all in the Superior Court of Los Angeles County. The 
Judicial Council plans to approve the remaining positions authorized for conversion this year as 
additional commissioner positions become vacant in eligible courts. Under Judicial Council 
policy, if the courts with conversions set aside for FY 2014–2015 report no subordinate judicial 
officer position vacancies or anticipated vacancies by January 1, the remaining positions set 
aside for conversion will be distributed to any other eligible court on a first-come, first-served 
basis. 
 
The Budget Act of 2014 (SB 852; Stats. 2014, ch. 25) included the authorization for conversion 
of SJOs in FY 2013–2014. Item 0250-101-0932, Provision 9, states: “Sixteen (16.0) subordinate 
judicial officer positions are authorized to be converted to judgeships in the 2014–15 fiscal year 
in the manner and pursuant to the authority described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of 
subdivision (c) of Section 69615 of the Government Code, as described in the notice filed by the 
Judicial Council under subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (c) of Section 69615 of 
the Government Code.” 
 
Additionally, AB 2745, if enacted, would authorize the Judicial Council to convert up to 10 
additional vacant SJO positions in FY 2014–2015, if the conversions will result in family or 
juvenile law cases being heard by judges instead of SJOs. The Judicial Council intends to 
convert these additional positions as well, as they become available. 
 
The allocation of the 162 conversions was approved by the Judicial Council based on the Judicial 
Needs Assessment undertaken by the Judicial Council. Conversions were allocated to the courts 
by weighted caseload, which was calculated according to the number of filings by case type in 
each county. 
 
The methodology for allocating the annual 16 conversions as well as the additional conversions 
under AB 2745, if enacted among the eligible courts, balance the long-term goal of achieving 





Court

Total Positions 
Authorized for 
Conversion

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2007‐
2008

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2008‐
2009

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2009‐
2010

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2010‐
2011

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2011‐
2012

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2012‐
2013

Positions 
Converted 
in FY 2013‐
2014

Positions to be 
Converted in 
FY 2014‐2015

Total 
Positions 
Converted

Positions 
Remaining to 
be Converted

Alameda 6 0 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 6 0
Contra Costa 6 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 4 2
El Dorado 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0
Fresno 3 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 3 0
Imperial 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Kern 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Los Angeles 78 4 5 7 7 8 6 7 7 51 27
Marin 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0
Merced 2 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0
Napa 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Orange 14 1 2 2 2 3 2 2 0 14 0
Placer 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Riverside 6 1 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 6 0
Sacramento 5 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 5 0
San Diego 7 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 4 3
San Francisco 9 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 7
San Luis Obispo 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
San Mateo 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Santa Barbara 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0
Santa Cruz 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0
Solano 3 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0
Sonoma 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 0
Stanislaus 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0
Tulare 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Yolo 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Totals: 162 16 16 16 16 20 13 11 7 115 47

Note: Shaded rows represent courts that have completed all of the conversions for which they are eligible.

SJO Conversions Converted and Remaining
Through July 28, 2014


	SJO Conversions Legislature-082214 - .pdf
	Saocprn00614082708290.pdf
	SJO Conversions-Enclo.pdf


