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SUBJECT: AB 1058: Base Allocations for Child Support Commissioner and Family 

Law Facilitator Program, Fiscal Year 2008–2009 (Action Required)   
 
Issue Statement 
The Judicial Council is required to annually allocate non–trial court funding, as described 
below, to local courts for the child support commissioner and family law facilitator 
program (Assem. Bill 1058 [Stats. 1996, ch. 957] program). These funds pay the salaries 
and benefits of child support commissioners, family law facilitators, support staff, as well 
as associated operating expenses. The funds for this program are provided by a 
cooperative agreement between the California Department of Child Support Services 
(DCSS) and the Judicial Council. Two-thirds of these funds are from the federal 
government, and the remaining one-third are from the state General Fund (non–trial court 
funding).  
 
In addition, last year the DCSS and the Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) 
developed a process by which the courts could maintain existing levels of program 
services and recover two-thirds of local trial court funds expended for and contributed to 
the program beyond the current contract maximum. This process allows the courts to use 
such contributions in lieu of the one-third state match to draw down the two-thirds federal 
coverage of allowable and approved program costs to the extent that funds are available. 
This federal draw-down option will continue to be available for fiscal year 2008–2009. 
 
DCSS has advised staff that the funding available for the base allocations for fiscal year 
2008–2009 will be reduced statewide by a total of approximately 9 percent due to state 
fiscal circumstances. The fiscal year 2007–2008 statewide funding was set at $47.88 
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million for base allocations, and an additional amount of $8.3 million was available 
through the federal draw-down procedure, with $5.5 million as the federal share and 
$2.83 million as the court share, after the fiscal year 2007–2008 midyear reallocation 
award. 
 
In order to assist the courts in mitigating the reduced base allocation, DCSS has increased 
the amount of federal draw-down funds available for fiscal year 2008–2009 for those 
courts that wish to participate. For example, if a court’s base allocation for fiscal year 
2007–2008 had been $100,000, the court’s base allocation with the 9 percent reduction 
for fiscal year 2008–2009 would be $91,000. However, the court could request an 
additional $9,000 under the federal draw-down option resulting in an actual reduction of 
funding of only $3,060 (federal share of $5,940, with a court share of $3,060). 
  
Funding for fiscal year 2008–2009 for the child support commissioner component of the 
program will be $32.54 million base allocation and $12.23 million in federal draw-down 
option, and funding for the family law facilitator component will be $10.9 million base 
allocation and $4.13 million in federal draw-down option for a total program base 
allocation of $43.5 million and a total program federal draw-down allocation of $16.4 
million. 
 
Recommendation 
The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends that effective 
immediately, the Judicial Council: 
 
1. Approve the committee’s recommended revised base allocations for the child support 

commissioner program for fiscal year 2008–2009, subject to the state Budget Act. 
 

2. Approve the committee’s recommended revised base allocations for the family law 
facilitator program for fiscal year 2008–2009, subject to the state Budget Act.  

 
Attachments A and B, which provide the detailed breakdowns of these allocations, are 
included at pages 4–5. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation 
In 1997, the Judicial Council established staffing standards for child support 
commissioners under Family Code section 4252(b)(3). Staffing standards are based on 
the number of local child support agency cases that have established child support orders. 
Base allocations remained substantially the same from the inception of the program in 
1997 until some reductions were made in fiscal year 2003–2004 to adjust base allocations 
for courts that consistently did not use their full base allocations. Because of level 
funding, few permanent adjustments were made to the base allocations of courts whose 
program expenses consistently exceeded their base allocations until fiscal year 2004–
2005, when the Judicial Council approved some revisions.    



 3

Because funding available for immediate allocation represents a reduction of base 
funding from the preceding fiscal year but an increase in the federal draw-down option, 
proportionate downward adjustments are being made to the fiscal year 2007–2008 base 
allocations and upward adjustments are being made to the federal draw-down option for 
all courts. All courts will be offered the choice of participating in the federal draw-down 
option.  Federal draw-down funds for any courts that decline to participate in this option 
will be held in reserve to be distributed as part of the midyear reallocation process.   
 
Alternative Actions Considered 
No alternative actions were considered, as the Judicial Council is required to allocate 
funding for this legislatively mandated program. 
 
Comments From Interested Parties 
This proposal was not circulated for comment. 
 
Implementation Requirements and Costs 
None. 
 
 
 



Attachment A FY 2008/2009 Base Allocation: Child Support Commissioner (CSC) Program

County Name Base Allocation 
FY 08–09

Federal Draw-
down Allocation

Federal Draw 
Match

Local Trial 
Court Match

Total Recommended 
Allocation for Base 

FY 08–09

Alameda 1,093,643           411,104             271,328           139,775             1,504,747                  
Amador 147,641              55,499               36,629             18,870               203,140                     
Butte 376,782              141,633             93,478             48,155               518,415                     
Calaveras 138,335              52,001               34,320             17,680               190,336                     
Colusa 47,644                17,909               11,820             6,089                 65,553                       
Contra Costa 1,050,588           394,919             260,647           134,272             1,445,507                  
Del Norte 50,056                18,816               12,419             6,397                 68,872                       
El Dorado/Alpine 213,874              80,396               53,061             27,335               294,270                     
Fresno 1,613,646           606,574             400,339           206,235             2,220,220                  
Glenn 122,864              46,185               30,482             15,703               169,048                     
Humboldt 127,414              47,895               31,611             16,284               175,310                     
Imperial 169,644              63,770               42,088             21,682               233,413                     
Inyo 75,538                28,395               18,741             9,654                 103,933                     
Kern 668,841              251,419             165,937           85,482               920,260                     
Kings 304,749              114,556             75,607             38,949               419,305                     
Lake 163,301              61,385               40,514             20,871               224,687                     
Lassen 98,291                36,948               24,386             12,562               135,239                     
Los Angeles 5,276,902           1,983,602          1,309,178        674,425             7,260,505                  
Madera 222,975              83,817               55,319             28,498               306,792                     
Marin 155,671              58,517               38,621             19,896               214,188                     
Mariposa 79,179                29,764               19,644             10,120               108,942                     
Mendocino 179,241              67,377               44,469             22,908               246,618                     
Merced 568,172              213,577             140,961           72,616               781,749                     
Mono 46,297                17,403               11,486             5,917                 63,700                       
Monterey 384,626              144,582             95,424             49,158               529,208                     
Napa 186,448              70,086               46,257             23,829               256,534                     
Nevada 344,856              129,632             85,557             44,075               474,488                     
Orange 2,353,385           884,644             583,865           300,779             3,238,029                  
Placer 380,370              142,982             94,368             48,614               523,353                     
Plumas 97,108                36,503               24,092             12,411               133,611                     
Riverside 1,002,870           376,982             248,808           128,174             1,379,851                  
Sacramento 1,069,156           401,899             265,253           136,646             1,471,055                  
San Benito 141,167              53,065               35,023             18,042               194,232                     
San Bernardino 2,636,337           991,006             654,064           336,942             3,627,343                  
San Diego 1,833,909           689,372             454,985           234,386             2,523,281                  
San Francisco 923,753              347,241             229,179           118,062             1,270,994                  
San Joaquin 714,264              268,494             177,206           91,288               982,758                     
San Luis Obispo 233,896              87,922               58,029             29,894               321,818                     
San Mateo 410,199              154,195             101,769           52,426               564,394                     
Santa Barbara 477,506              179,496             118,467           61,029               657,002                     
Santa Clara 1,769,316           665,091             438,960           226,131             2,434,407                  
Santa Cruz 190,813              71,727               47,340             24,387               262,540                     
Shasta/Trinity 438,632              164,883             108,823           56,060               603,516                     
Siskiyou 241,666              90,843               59,956             30,887               332,510                     
Solano 542,998              204,115             134,716           69,399               747,113                     
Sonoma 505,731              190,106             125,470           64,636               695,837                     
Stanislaus 686,403              258,021             170,294           87,727               944,424                     
Sutter 202,364              76,069               50,206             25,863               278,433                     
Tehama 95,561                35,922               23,708             12,213               131,482                     
Tulare 531,579              199,822             131,883           67,940               731,401                     
Tuolumne 166,922              62,746               41,413             21,334               229,668                     
Ventura 583,606              219,379             144,790           74,589               802,985                     
Yolo 200,214              75,261               49,672             25,589               275,475                     
Yuba 205,974              77,426               51,101             26,325               283,400                     

Total 32,542,915         12,232,973        8,073,762        4,159,211          44,775,888                

                 44,775,888 

                 44,775,888 
                 15,119,310 
 $              59,895,198 Total FY 08–09 Base Allocation

 Total amount to be allocated 

Commissioner Program

CSC Allocation
FLF Allocation
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Attachment B: FY2008/2009 Base Allocation: Family Law Facilitator (FLF) Program  

County Name Base Allocation 
FY 08–09

Federal Draw-
down 

Allocation

Federal Draw 
Match

Local Trial 
Court Match

Total 
Recommended 
Allocation for 
Base FY 08–09

Alameda 378,689             142,350           93,951              48,399             521,040                
Butte 106,361             39,981             26,388              13,594             146,342                
Calaveras/Amador 122,518             46,055             30,396              15,659             168,573                
Colusa 53,696               20,184             13,322              6,863               73,880                  
Contra Costa 311,955             117,265           77,395              39,870             429,220                
Del Norte 51,025               19,180             12,659              6,521               70,205                  
El Dorado/Alpine 108,208             40,676             26,846              13,830             148,884                
Fresno 400,760             150,647           99,427              51,220             551,407                
Glenn 77,359               29,079             19,192              9,887               106,438                
Humboldt 91,010               34,211             22,579              11,632             125,221                
Imperial 53,696               20,184             13,322              6,863               73,880                  
Inyo 58,356               21,936             14,478              7,458               80,292                  
Kern 360,724             135,597           89,494              46,103             496,321                
Kings 59,521               22,374             14,767              7,607               81,895                  
Lake 60,176               22,620             14,929              7,691               82,796                  
Lassen 114,218             42,935             28,337              14,598             157,152                
Los Angeles 1,919,748          721,639           476,282            245,357           2,641,387             
Madera 84,212               31,655             20,893              10,763             115,867                
Marin 142,765             53,666             35,419              18,246             196,431                
Mariposa 47,444               17,834             11,771              6,064               65,278                  
Mendocino 62,906               23,647             15,607              8,040               86,553                  
Merced 102,841             38,658             25,515              13,144             141,500                
Modoc 74,019               27,824             18,364              9,460               101,842                
Mono 49,145               18,474             12,193              6,281               67,619                  
Monterey 122,806             46,163             30,468              15,696             168,970                
Napa 62,906               23,647             15,607              8,040               86,553                  
Nevada/Sierra 121,262             45,583             30,085              15,498             166,845                
Orange 548,204             206,071           136,007            70,064             754,275                
Placer 91,460               34,380             22,691              11,689             125,840                
Plumas 58,356               21,936             14,478              7,458               80,292                  
Riverside 675,903             254,074           167,689            86,385             929,977                
Sacramento 314,465             118,208           78,018              40,191             432,674                
San Benito 62,906               23,647             15,607              8,040               86,553                  
San Bernardino 466,563             175,382           115,752            59,630             641,946                
San Diego 538,339             202,363           133,560            68,804             740,703                
San Francisco 250,278             94,080             62,093              31,987             344,358                
San Joaquin 223,447             83,994             55,436              28,558             307,442                
San Luis Obispo 68,258               25,658             16,934              8,724               93,916                  
San Mateo 132,541             49,822             32,883              16,940             182,363                
Santa Barbara 173,388             65,177             43,017              22,160             238,565                
Santa Clara 452,550             170,115           112,276            57,839             622,664                
Santa Cruz 75,502               28,381             18,732              9,650               103,883                
Shasta 164,364             61,785             40,778              21,007             226,149                
Siskiyou 77,808               29,248             19,304              9,944               107,057                
Solano 134,914             50,715             33,472              17,243             185,629                
Sonoma 140,715             52,895             34,911              17,984             193,611                
Stanislaus 228,981             86,074             56,809              29,265             315,055                
Sutter 67,457               25,357             16,736              8,621               92,814                  
Tehama 28,530               10,724             7,078                3,646               39,254                  
Trinity 25,483               9,579               6,322                3,257               35,062                  
Tulare 320,325             120,411           79,471              40,940             440,736                
Tuolumne 67,457               25,357             16,736              8,621               92,814                  
Ventura 257,427             96,767             63,866              32,901             354,194                
Yolo 77,808               29,248             19,304              9,944               107,057                
Yuba 66,892               25,145             16,596              8,549               92,037                  

Total 10,988,647        4,130,663        2,726,238         1,404,425        15,119,310           

 $        15,119,310 

Family Law Facilitator Program

Total amount to be allocated
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