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The following information highlights some of the many activities that have taken place since the 
last Judicial Council meeting in August to further the council’s goals and agenda for the judicial 
branch.  
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SUMMARY 
 

(Please Note: Page numbers next to summary items reference more detailed information.) 
 
National  
 
Texas Supreme Court Delegation to California: The AOC hosted a Texas delegation visiting 
to learn about how California’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care operates 
and what challenges and opportunities have been encountered during the past two years of 
starting and running the commission. At the invitation of Texas Supreme Court Justice Harriet 
O’Neill, California Blue Ribbon Commission representatives also testified at a public hearing 
before the Texas Supreme Court to advocate for a foster care commission in Texas and to offer 
advice based on past experience (page 9). 
 
Conference of State Court Administrators: The conference’s Western Regional Workshop 
focused on a new leadership academy for senior trial court staff. The academy, which is being 
jointly developed by California, Arizona, and Utah will conduct its first pilot program in fall 
2008. 
 
Legislation  
 
Legislative Session Round Up:  The Legislature adjourned the first year of the 2007–2008 
session on September 12 after sending more than 900 bills to Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.  
The Governor signed into law seven council-sponsored bills; two sponsored bills were vetoed;  
and another three measures are awaiting further action in 2008, including extension of the date to 
transfer court facilities (page 9).   
 
Governor’s Judicial Appointments Secretary addresses Bench-Bar Coalition: Sharon 
Majors-Lewis delivered the keynote address at the September meeting of the Bench-Bar 
Coalition, focusing on issues involving the appointment process, diversity, and legislative 
relations (page 9).  
 
Budget 
 
Budget Change Proposals for Fiscal Year 2008–2009: Budget Change Proposals were 
submitted to the state Department of Finance. Requests include funding for court security, 
Supreme Court staffing for capital cases, new appellate court justices, Phoenix Project 
enhancement, branch fiscal and technical support, administrative and program support for trial 
courts, and facilities (page 10).  
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Judicial Council Activities 
 
Bench Bar Biannual Conference: 900 participants, including 450 judicial officers, attended this 
collaborative event of the Judicial Council, the California Judges Association, and the State Bar. 
The conference opening and plenary session featured a stimulating Fred Friendly dialogue on 
procedural fairness and its impact on public trust and confidence in the California courts. 
Harvard Professor Arthur Miller led a group of distinguished panelists in a discussion on 
hypotheticals inspired by policies from Justice in Focus, the recently adopted six-year strategic 
plan for the judicial branch. Survey results indicated that the programs were well-received and it 
appears that both attendees and staff benefit from using a common location for these bi-annual 
events. The council offered 40 courses for judges and court personnel. Additionally, 15 
collaborative courses, developed jointly by the council and the bar were open to judicial officers 
and attorneys. The 2009 conference is scheduled for September 7–13 in San Diego. 
 
New Advisory Committee Appointments: 67 new appointments and 70 reappointments have 
been made to Judicial Council Advisory Committees, effective November 1 (page 41). 
 
Advisory Committee, Task Force, and Working Group Meetings (beginning on page 10). 
The following committees met since the Judicial Council’s last meeting in August: 
 

• Appellate Court Clerk Administrators Association  
• Appellate Court Security Committee 
• Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care 
• CASA Hearing with the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care 
• Center for Judicial Education and Research (CJER) Governing Committee 
• Collaborative Justice Courts Advisory Committee 
• Commission for Impartial Courts 
• Domestic Violence Practice and Procedure Task Force 
• Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee 
• Judicial Pay and Benefits Working Group 
• Juvenile Delinquency Court Assessment Working Group  
• Probate Conservatorship Task Force 
• Real DUI Court in Schools Working Group  
• Task Force on Self Represented Litigants 
• Violence Against Women Education Project Planning Committee 
 
Infrastructure Initiatives 
 
Progress:  

Phoenix: 49 courts are now using the Phoenix Financial System. Rollout of the system to 
the remaining 9 courts is scheduled to be completed by July 1, 2008. 
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California Case Management System: The CCMS lead courts, the AOC, and Deloitte 
Consulting officially began the design and development of CCMS-V4. This phase of 
CCMS will include family law, juvenile dependency and delinquency, plus integration of 
the current CCMS-V2 and CCMS-V3 functionality. CCMS-V4 will also include 
statewide reporting, court interpreter and court reporter scheduling, and standardized 
integration with justice partner applications.  Development of CCMS-V4 is projected to 
be completed by February 2010. The AOC is currently preparing to issue a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) for deployment of CCMS-V4 to all 58 counties. Deployment planning 
activities will begin in 2008 and initially will involve identifying and preparing several 
courts to be early adopters of CCMS-V4.    
 
The AOC’s Center for Families, Children, and the Courts, the Office of the General 
Counsel, and the San Francisco Superior Court Unified Courts for Families are providing 
subject matter expertise on the development of the CCMS Family Law Module. 
Additionally, judicial officers representing the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in 
Foster Care, Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee, Collaborative Justice 
Advisory Committee, and Juvenile Delinquency Caseflow Assessment Working Group 
are participating in the CCMS Judicial Officer Design Sessions (page 15). 

 
Follow Up: As a follow up to the 2006 KPMG report and recommendations on infrastructure 
initiatives for the branch, work on validating infrastructure business plans and an assessment of 
costs is nearing completion. While the judicial branch was directed to fund as much as possible 
internally and a cost plan is in place through 2010, significant state monies will be required to 
complete and maintain these infrastructure systems into the future. For cost comparison 
purposes, the executive branch’s information technology infrastructure efforts project a cost of 
$1.4 billion to develop a statewide child support system and $900 million for its child welfare 
system. Given that these projects represent only two of approximately 17 to 20 functions of the 
California Case Management System, this critical review effort will provide for a structured 
approach for the development of a strategy for funding projects and will ensure fiscal 
accountability and availability of funds for the highest priority projects.   
 
Facilities 
 

Transfers: Chief Deputy Director Ron Overholt and staff of the Office of Court 
Construction and Management are continuing to meet with county and court representatives. 
Legislation to extend the transfer deadline will be pursued when the Legislature reconvenes 
in January.  
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Bonds: Next week, the Chief Justice, Administrative Director and others will meet with 
legislative leadership on approaches to secure bond funding for the first phase of court 
facilities projects. 
 
Public-Private Partnerships: Independent legal and financial advisors have been engaged 
to assist with the determination of terms and components for public-private partnerships (P3) 
for court building development, and the approval of evaluation criteria for the acceptability 
of P3 proposals. The new Long Beach Courthouse will be a P3 building (page 14).  

 
New Buildings and New Acquisitions: The fifth appellate district held a dedication 
ceremony for its new Fresno courthouse, and the fourth appellate district held a 
groundbreaking ceremony for its new Orange County courthouse. Additionally, the Public 
Works Board approved five judicial branch facilities items including title transfers and site 
acquisitions (page 14). 

 
All Districts now on the same Appellate Case Management System: Following the final, 
successful migration for the Second Appellate District, all Courts of Appeal are now using the 
same appellate case management system (page 15).  
 
 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
Court Interpreter Hearing: Chief Deputy Director Ron Overholt provided an overview of the 
superior court interpreter employment system and budget at the October Senate hearing on the 
impact of the court interpreters’ six-week strike on the criminal justice system. Justice Kathleen 
O’Leary, Chair of the Judicial Council’s Court Interpreters Advisory Panel also testified on 
language access issues in the courts. Senators have scheduled follow up meetings to discuss 
interpreter issues with court leaders (page 16). 
 
Changing Role of the CEO: The latest issue of the quarterly magazine California Courts 
Review looks at the dramatically changing role of court executives over the past two decades, 
and includes interviews with Tressa Kentner, Steve Konishi, Len LeTellier, and Michael Tozzi. 
 
Judicial Nomination and Evaluations Commission (JNE) Bias in Evaluations: AOC staff 
presented training for the JNE Commission on fairness and unconscious bias in evaluations. The 
training focused on solutions for eliminating bias in evaluations and identifying bias in raters. 
Commission members were asked to take the Implicit Association Test, an online test created by 
researchers from Harvard which may measure unconscious bias. Staff will present further 
training for the JNE Commission in February 2008.  
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Judicial Appointments and Vacancies: On October 3, the Governor appointed 13 new judges 
to fill positions for both newly created judgeships and retired judges. (See pages 52 and 53 for 
county assignments list and a breakdown by gender and prior employment category of all 38 new 
appointees to date.) From a total of 1660 judicial positions, there are currently 45 vacancies, 42 
in the trial courts and three in the Courts of Appeal (page 21). 
 
Riverside Backlog Reduction Program: As of October 19, the judges’ strike team has 
addressed 181 cases. Nine active superior court judges and five retired judges in the Assigned 
Judges Program have agreed to serve for varying periods from December 2007 through June 
2008.  The Riverside Criminal Backlog Reduction Task Force, chaired by Justice Richard D. 
Huffman, began discussions on a redesigned process for newly filed cases. Justice Huffman 
appointed a working group chaired by Sheila Calabro that includes Presiding Judge Richard T. 
Fields and the principals or chief deputy of each criminal justice agency, along with conflict 
defense panel attorneys to design a sustainable process for the management of felony  
cases (page 15). 
 
New Director for California State Association of Counties: AOC executives met with the 
association’s new Executive Director, Paul McIntosh, to provide an orientation on judicial 
branch issues as well as to discuss continuing the momentum on facilities transfers and working 
together on legislation.  
 
Presiding Judges and Court Executive Officers Regional Meetings:  The AOC regional 
offices sponsor quarterly meetings at their locations offering presiding judges and court 
executive officers an opportunity to plan and discuss topics of interest to the courts statewide, as 
well as issues specific to each region. Meeting agendas for each region are developed by PJ/CEO 
teams. AOC Administrative Director and Chief Deputy Director updates to PJs and CEOs 
addressed issues related to new judgeships, subordinate judicial officer conversions, JRS II 
retirement, and court facility transfer extensions (page 16).  
 
Santa Clara Court Visit: At the invitation of the court, the AOC Administrative Director 
addressed the Santa Clara bench on judicial branch issues. 
 
Annual Report Published: Building the Branch, was distributed to all judges, court executive 
officers, other court personnel, and justice system partners including sister branches, probation 
officers, district attorneys, public defenders, libraries, and the media. 
 
Labor Contracts: AOC Labor and Employee Relations negotiators assisted five courts, 
(Amador, Lake, Modoc, Plumas, and Santa Cruz), in reaching final agreement with their unions 
on new labor contracts ranging from one to four years. 
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Local Courts to Share Training Rooms: At the request of courts in seven counties willing to 
share training facilities, (Amador, Contra Costa, Humboldt, Kings, Los Angeles, Orange, San 
Bernardino), the AOC is assisting in designing and equipping shared training rooms in 14 sites. 
The training rooms and new state-of-the-art audiovisual presentation equipment will enhance the 
learning environment for participants, provide faculty who may teach in multiple locations with 
standard equipment with which they are familiar, and promote delivery of locally or regionally 
developed education. 
 
DUI Initiatives (page 17):  
 
Using a competitive request for proposal process, the Office of Traffic Safety has awarded 
$2,224,506 to five courts to expand their DUI courts.  
 
The AOC Collaborative Justice Courts California Real “DUI Court in the Schools” Project 
released requests for proposals to award mini-grants, ranging from $10,000 to $50,000 per 
superior court program, to up to 10 California Superior Courts chosen through the competitive 
RFP process. 
 
CFCC staff made presentations to the Administration on DUI projects funded by the Office of 
Traffic Safety. 
 
The AOC and staff member Patrick Danna received Youth Community Collaboration Awards 
from the Santa Barbara Kiwanis Club in recognition of the Collaborative Justice Unit’s work 
with Santa Barbara’s Peer/Teen Court.  
 
Mental Health Initiatives: The Council on Mentally Ill Offenders presented the Judicial 
Council's representative, Hon. Wendy Lindley, Orange County Superior Court, with its 
Champion Award. Staff presented on mental health court models and mental health/community 
partnerships at the quarterly interagency meeting state departments and agencies. Staff and 
judicial representatives participated in the policy forum of the Institute for Mental Health and the 
California Mental Health Directors Association.  
 
Quizzes with Education Credits for Judges:  Self-paced articles and quizzes developed by 
Judge Alex Ricciardulli for the Daily Journal are posted online and regularly updated as an 
education resource for judges. A judge may earn one hour of education credit for this online 
education. http://serranus.courtinfo.ca.gov/education/ricc.htm 
 
Benchguides: Since the last report in August, eight new and/or revised benchguides have been 
published (page 19). 
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Broadcast News: Eleven broadcasts were transmitted to the courts in September and October. 
These included a new edition of the Orientation to the Judicial Branch, a new broadcast for 
court investigators responsible for conservatorships, a PJ and CEO roundtable on Teen DUI 
Prevention, and a broadcast on the history of the California courts titled Early California Justice. 
 
Caseflow Management Improvement: A three-day family law caseflow management technical 
assistance visit was conducted for the Superior Court of San Bernardino County (page 16).  
 
Dependency Pamphlet for Families: The Unified Courts for Families Program in CFCC 
published a new pamphlet for family court users titled, What Happens After Your Dependency 
Case is Dismissed? (page 17). 
 
Distance Education: New installations of downlink sites were completed in three Orange 
County courts and four courts in Los Angeles County. 283 satellite downlinks have now been 
established in the trial and appellate courts to enhance judicial branch education and 
communication. 
 
Education and Training Programs were held on the following issues (page 20): 

– Access for Persons with Disabilities Act for the Jury Education and Management 
Conference  

– Criminal Law Institute for judges 
– Indian Child Welfare Act workshop for the Alameda courts 
– Judicial Branch Workers’ Compensation Program regional training seminars 
– Permanency Planning for Foster Care Youth - county specific collaborative workshops in 

San Joaquin, Madera, and El Dorado Counties for probation officers and other 
professionals working with youth in foster care placements or at risk of entering foster 
care. 

 
Judicial Administration Fellowship Program: The AOC’s Office of Governmental Affairs 
hosted a 10-day orientation for the 2007-2008 class who will spend the next 10 months working 
with administrators and lead staff in courts and judicial branch offices throughout the state 
learning about the administration of justice (page 18).       
 
Reporting Education Requirements: California Rule of Court 10.462(f) requires each trial 
court judge to record his or her participation in education on forms provided by the Judicial 
Council. Automated and manual versions of the forms have now been distributed to 56 of the 58 
counties. (Responses are pending from two counties.) Appellate court forms have been viewed 
by the clerk/administrators and will be made available in January when the rule becomes 
effective (page 19). 
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Additional Detail on Summary Items 
 

National 
 
Texas Supreme Court Delegation to California: The AOC hosted a Texas delegation, which 
included Supreme Court Justice Harriett O'Neill, the Administrative Director of the Texas 
Courts, the state director of child welfare services, and other judges and staff. The Texas 
Supreme Court is contemplating establishing a statewide Judicial Commission for Children, 
Youth, and Families and the delegation visited California to learn how the California Blue 
Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care operates and what challenges and opportunities 
have been encountered during the past two years of starting and running the commission. The 
Texans met with members and staff of the Blue Ribbon Commission, as well as commission 
chair, Associate Justice Carlos Moreno.  
 
At the invitation of Justice O’Neill, Judge Len Edwards, CFCC Attorney-in-Residence and Blue 
Ribbon Commission member, and Christopher Wu, CFCC attorney and executive director of the 
Commission, testified at a public hearing before the Texas Supreme Court to advocate for a 
foster care commission in Texas and to offer advice and assistance based on our experiences here 
in California. 
 

 
Legislation  

 
Legislative Session Round Up: October 12 was the last day for the Governor to sign or veto 
legislation, with his office reporting that he signed 750 and vetoed 214.  Prior to the bill signing 
deadline, the AOC issued a memorandum outlining legislative session highlights for the judicial 
branch through September 21 (page 28).  In summary, the Governor signed into law seven 
council-sponsored bills, including AB 159 (Jones) to create an additional 50 judgeships and 
authorize the conversion of 16 subordinate judicial officer positions per year.  Two sponsored 
bills were vetoed, and another three measures are awaiting further action in 2008, including 
extension of the date to transfer court facilities.  The final 2007 Legislation Status Chart of 
actions on all council-sponsored legislation for 2007 can be found on page 23.    
 
Governor’s Judicial Appointments Secretary addresses Bench-Bar Coalition: More than 80 
bench, bar, and legal services leaders attended the BBC meeting.  The meeting opened with 
welcoming remarks by Chief Justice Ronald M. George, in which he thanked the coalition for 
their efforts during 2007 in support of the council’s legislative agenda.  Ruthe C. Ashley was 
installed as Northern/Central Region co-chair, joining Joel S. Miliband, the BBC’s Southern 
Region co-chair.  Special recognitions were accorded to eight BBC leaders for their outstanding 
efforts to advance the BBC’s goals and objectives, including outgoing OGA Director Kate 
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Howard.  The keynote address was delivered by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Judicial 
Appointments Secretary Sharon Majors-Lewis.  Ms. Majors-Lewis commented on the judicial 
selection process; the first round of 50 judgeships created by Senate Bill 56 (2006); AB 159, 
pending legislation (subsequently signed by the Governor) to create an additional 50 new 
judgeships; and her outreach efforts to widen the pool of judicial applicants.  
 
 

Budget 
 
Fiscal Year 2008–2009 Budget Change Proposals: Budget change proposals were submitted to 
the state Department of Finance in September.  Proposals included: 

• Trial Courts. Proposed funding increase to address an ongoing shortfall for court 
security, fund courts consistent with the Judicial Council-approved security funding 
standards, and fund court security retiree benefits in maintenance of effort agreements.   

• Supreme Court. Proposed funding increases to support a capital central staffing increase, 
the court-appointed counsel program, a committee on judicial ethics opinions, and law 
library subscriptions and costs. 

• Courts of Appeal. Proposed funding increases for new appellate court justices and to 
address staffing needs and facilities issues.   

• Habeas Corpus Resource Center.  Proposed funding increases for case team staffing and 
administrative infrastructure.   

• Judicial Council/Administrative Office of the Courts. Proposed funding increases for 
Phoenix Project enhancement, branch fiscal and technical support, administrative and 
program support for trial courts, facilities modifications, facility space expansion, and 
various technical adjustments.  

 
 

Judicial Council Activities 
 
Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care: The commission met to examine the 
demographics of the juvenile dependency and child welfare systems, focusing on race, ethnicity, 
and gender. Commissioners heard from experts on California data, California judges, and AOC 
staff, as well as a prominent juvenile court judge from Nebraska. They discussed measures to 
address disproportionality and disparities in the court and child welfare systems. At a second 
meeting in Riverside County, discussion began on the scope and substance of its 
recommendations. The commission hopes to finalize its draft recommendations in December and 
send them out for public comment in the Spring, leading to submission of final recommendations 
to the Judicial Council in August 2008. 
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CASA Hearing with the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care: Foster 
youth, family members, child welfare officials, and community volunteers testified before the 
commission in a special public hearing, offering compelling testimony on the ways that 
community members can make a profound difference in the lives of California children who 
were abused or neglected and then removed from their families and homes. Testimony 
highlighted the life-changing difference that a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) 
volunteer makes by supporting foster children and standing up for their needs. Over 5,000 CASA 
volunteers currently assist more than 7,500 foster children in the state. Fewer than 10 percent of 
children in foster care have the benefit of a CASA. Several of those who testified made forceful 
arguments for increasing the number of CASA volunteers in California. 
 
Center for Judicial Education and Research Governing Committee: New appointments were 
made to 18 CJER education committees for terms beginning November 1. 
 
Collaborative Justice Courts Advisory Committee: The agenda included presentations on 
evidence-based practice to reduce recidivism; reducing prison population; and procedural 
fairness. Legislation was reviewed, including SB 851, concerning mental health courts and SB 
391, concerning intermediate sanctions for parole violations, with committee members 
expressing support for concepts of both bills. The committee discussed the role of the Judicial 
Council regarding legislation. Plans for upcoming educational programs were reviewed, 
including the upcoming International Community Corrections Association Conference and 
December’s Beyond the Bench Conference. Proposals for grant allocations through the 
Substance Abuse Focus Grants and the “DUI Court in Schools” project were approved. 
 
Court Technology Advisory Committee: The committee reviewed the 2007–2008 Work Plan, 
which focuses on projects including smart forms and forms development, online registries such 
as the California Courts Protective Order Registry, e-access, e-filing, appellate e-filing,  
e-discovery, and records retention.  
 
The committee also reviewed draft recommendations from September’s Electronic Visioning 
Session. The goal of the session was to produce a strategic vision for implementing a uniform 
and user-friendly e-filing environment across the state. Participants included trial court judges, 
administrators, attorneys, staff, and national representatives experienced with electronic filing.  
 
The group focused on five key areas, including “getting e-filing beyond the front door of the 
court”, defining the role of e-filing vendors, court-run service provider modules, and other e-
filing entities, converting Judicial Council forms into smart forms, and developing a 
communication plan for implementing the e-filing environment. 
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While no specific motions were voted on, several recommendations and topics surfaced about 
how e-filing can take advantage of the new enterprise technology architecture now in place in the 
California Courts Technology Center; the new national information exchange standard; what 
features being used by courts today should be considered in a statewide solution; and other 
topics. 
 
Domestic Violence Practice and Procedure Task Force: Chief Justice George extended the 
terms of the task force members to June 30, 2008, to allow for the review of extensive comments 
on the more than 140 pending draft guidelines and recommended proposals. The task force met 
in October and made extensive revisions to the proposals based on the comments received. A 
final report to the Judicial Council is planned for the council’s February 2008 meeting. Task 
force proposals address issues in the following subject areas: court leadership, criminal 
procedure, restraining orders under the Domestic Violence Prevention Act, entry of orders into 
the Domestic Violence Restraining Order System, and firearms restrictions and relinquishment. 
 
Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee: The committee discussed recent legislation, 
the Supreme Court decision in Elkins, efforts under way to develop the California Court Case 
Management System, work undertaken by the Blue Ribbon Commission, and new AOC 
publications. The Family Law Subcommittee discussed the Family Law Resource Guidelines 
Project, a proposal from the ADR Subcommittee of Civil and Small Claims Advisory Committee 
on temporary judges and referees, and child support calculation issues. Additionally, updates 
were provided on self-represented litigant funding, the 2008 Family Dispute Resolution 
Statewide Educational Institute and Family Law Institute, and court exchange visits for family 
court services. The Juvenile Law Subcommittee discussed AB 2216 and juvenile court 
performance standards, Dependency Representation Administration Funding and Training 
(DRAFT), SB 81, and AB 191, and issues related to access by children or parents to appellate 
attorneys’ files and psychological evaluations. Additionally, the subcommittee heard from guests 
from the Division of Juvenile Justice Programming, discussed a possible file stamp project, and 
received an update on the special immigrant juvenile status project. Staff provided an overview 
of the CASA needs assessment, the Joint Juvenile Appellate Working Group, the 2008 Juvenile 
Institute, and December’s Beyond the Bench Conference. 
 
Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health Issues: Chaired by Justice 
Brad Hill, the task force was established to identify needs for court-related programs and 
services that address mentally ill offenders in adult and juvenile courts; promote interbranch and 
interagency collaboration to improve case processing and outcomes; disseminate locally 
generated best practices to trial courts and partner agencies; identify methods for evaluating the 
effectiveness of mental health programs in the courts; provide recommendations to improve 
services and case processing for cases involving mentally ill offenders; advise the Judicial 
Council and its advisory committees of funding needs and resources; provide access to education 
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and outreach programs to improve case processing and outcomes for cases involving mentally ill 
offenders; and serve as a clearinghouse for ideas, questions, and comments generated in the 
course of preparing recommendations.  
 
Task Force on Self-Represented Litigants: The education subcommittee participated with the 
National Self-Represented Litigant Network in developing a national curriculum on handling 
cases involving self-represented litigants for a conference at Harvard Law School. The 
curriculum is based on California’s bench guide for judicial officers on this area. The Task Force 
also reviewed comments on the proposed rule of court that makes self-help centers a core 
function of each court.   
 
Violence Against Women Education Project Planning Committee (A working group of the 
Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee): The Violence Against Women Education 
Project, (a grant funded initiative that develops educational materials and programs and provides 
technical assistance in domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking cases), developed and 
produced five judicial education workshops held at the Bench Bar Conference. The project also 
conducted a guided tour of a criminal domestic violence court hosted by the Superior Court of 
Orange County. Conference workshops included: 
 

• Batterer Intervention Programs: What We Know and What We need to Know 
• Sexually Violent Predators: The Science of Recidivism and Propensity 
• Stalking in Cyberspace: What a Judge Needs to Know 
• Domestic Violence and Ethics 
• Implementing Best Practices in Domestic Violence Proceedings 

 
Juvenile Delinquency Court Assessment Working Group: The working group met for a final 
review of research findings before the Juvenile Delinquency Court Assessment report is drafted. 
The group’s final recommendations will be fully informed by the assessment’s extensive data 
collection efforts (5 surveys, over 35 focus groups and interviews). The final report is expected 
to be presented to the council in spring 2008. 
 
The Commission for Impartial Courts Steering Committee and four task forces held a joint 
plenary session at the AOC in San Francisco followed by individual task force meetings. During 
the plenary session briefing, AOC Scholar-in-Residence, Roger Warren, discussed various 
challenges facing the judiciary including politicizing judicial candidates, problematic campaign 
conduct, and unwarranted attacks on judicial independence led by special interest groups. The 
task force meetings provided opportunities for task force chairs, expert consultants and AOC 
support staff to discuss strategic plans for achieving the goals of the commission.   
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Infrastructure Initiatives 
 
Facilities Transfers: Meetings with the counties on the transfer of all remaining facilities are 
continuing.136 facility modifications to transferred court facilities were approved, with an 
estimated cost of $7 million. The AOC’s Office of Court Construction and Management is now 
responsible for a real estate portfolio of more than 2 million square feet.  
 
New Courthouses: Ceremonies were held for the dedication of the new Court of Appeal 
Courthouse, Fifth Appellate District (Fresno County), and the groundbreaking for the new Court 
of Appeal Courthouse, Fourth Appellate District (Orange County). 
 
New Site Acquisitions: Contra Costa and Plumas counties are the first two approved Judicial 
Council-funded trial court property acquisitions. 
 
Public-Private Partnerships and new Long Beach Court Building: This project encompasses: 
1) the determination of terms and components for public-private partnerships (P3) for court 
building development, and the approval of evaluation criteria used to judge the acceptability of 
P3 proposals and 2) implementation of a P3 for the new Long Beach Court.  
 
A Superior Court Project Advisory Group has been created for the new Long Beach Court 
building.  Negotiations are continuing with the County of Los Angeles on the transfer of title to 
the building and land, as well as agreement on the purchase of the County’s equity in the existing 
building.  
 
Key milestones in the near term: 
• Definition of the structure and terms of a public-private partnerships for the new Long Beach 

Court building (December 2007).  
• Department of Finance review and approval of P3 criteria under terms of government code 

§70391.5 (January 2008). 
• Transfer of title and purchase of county equity must be completed before release of a request 

for proposal for P3 developers (March 2008). 
 
Public Works Board approval of judicial branch facilities items: The Public Works Board 
unanimously passed all judicial branch facilities items on its meeting agenda: 
 
• B.F. Sisk Federal Courthouse Renovation, Fresno County – Approved Preliminary Plans with 

an anticipated deficit.  The project in now in the Working Drawing phase.  
• New Portola / Loyalton Courthouse, Plumas County – Authorized site selection and 

acquisition.  The project is now in the Preliminary Plans phase.  
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• Wiley W. Manuel Courthouse, Alameda County, Jury Assembly Building, Santa Barbara 
County, Chico Courthouse, Butte County – Authorized the acceptance of real property 
through a transfer of title.  

 
Designing the Family Law Module of the California Case Management System: The AOC’s 
Center for Families, Children, and the Courts, the Office of the General Counsel, and the San 
Francisco Superior Court Unified Courts for Families are providing subject matter expertise on 
the development of the California Case Management System (CCMS). The team of 18 
participated in all phases of the foundation functional design process, with emphasis on the 
design of the family unit and ensuring that critical data is captured on case participants, including 
data required for California Law Enforcement Telecommunications System reporting and Indian 
Child Welfare Act noticing. Team members participated in an integrated review session with all 
CCMS lead courts to reach final consensus on the deliverable comments. Planning is under way 
for the intermediate phase of CCMS to ensure that subject matter experts are involved at the 
appropriate stages of the process.  
 
Other activities include outreach to judicial officers on committees staffed by CFCC to ensure 
their input on the system. As a result of this effort, judicial officers representing the Blue Ribbon 
Commission on Children in Foster Care, Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee, 
Collaborative Justice Advisory Committee, and Juvenile Delinquency Caseflow Assessment 
Working Group are now participating in CCMS Judicial Officer Design Sessions. 

 
Appellate Court Case Management System (ACCMS):  All Courts of Appeal are now using 
the ACCMS, following the successful migration of the Court of Appeal, Second Appellate 
District to the system. Development work for ACCMS is now under way to prepare for rollout to 
the Supreme Court. ACCMS streamlines the tracking and maintenance of cases by providing 
Web-based, centralized support for case management, administration, updates, backups, and 
security. The ACCMS replaces two systems, one used by the Courts of Appeal, the other by the 
Supreme Court. 
 
 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
 
Riverside County Backlog Reduction Program: The team of active and retired judges 
continues to hear cases in the Superior Court of Riverside County as part of an overall effort to 
assist the Riverside justice system leaders in reducing case-processing delays.  Of the 181 cases 
addressed as of October 19, 2007, there have been 34 pleas, and 60 trials completed resulting in 
46 verdicts, 4 mistrials and 10 trials are currently in process.   
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The Riverside Criminal Backlog Reduction Task Force, chaired by Justice Richard D. Huffman, 
began discussions on a redesigned process for newly filed cases. Justice Huffman appointed a 
working group chaired by Sheila Calabro that includes Presiding Judge Richard T. Fields and the 
principals or chief deputy of each criminal justice agency, along with conflict defense panel 
attorneys to design a sustainable process for the management of felony cases. The process began 
with the development of guiding principles for criminal case management in Riverside County. 
John Greacen, a consultant working with the task force, presented a number of possible 
alternative structural models for felony cases. While not yet complete, the plan will incorporate 
all three regions of the county, but will be modified to meet each court’s needs as necessary. 
 
Nine active superior court judges and five retired judges in the Assigned Judges Program have 
agreed to serve for varying periods from December 2007 through June 2008.  These judges 
continue to represent the joint effort of this initiative, drawing judges from ten superior courts 
across the state. 
 
Caseflow Management Improvement: A family law caseflow management technical assistance 
visit was conducted for the Superior Court of San Bernardino County. The technical assistance 
team consisted of a staff attorney from CFCC, a judicial officer from another court, the family 
law facilitator from another court and a court consultant. Over the course of three days, the team 
observed courtrooms in three family court locations, spoke with family law bench officers, 
members of the family law bar, family law facilitators and resource center staff, family court 
services, settlement attorneys, DCSS, court clerks, and court administrators. They also reviewed 
court statistics. A preliminary oral report was given to the court and will be followed by a written 
report. 
 
Court Interpreter Hearing: Chief Deputy Director Ron Overholt provided an overview of the 
superior court interpreter employment system and budget at the October Senate hearing on the 
impact of the court interpreters’ six week strike. The Joint Informational Hearing was convened 
by the Senate Committee on Public Safety, the Senate Judiciary Committee, the Asian Pacific 
Islander Legislative Caucus, the Latino Legislative Caucus, the Legislative Black Caucus, and 
the Legislative Women’s Caucus. Senator Gloria Romero, Chair of the Senate Committee on 
Public Safety and Sen. Ellen Corbett, Chair of the California Judiciary Committee, have 
scheduled a follow up meeting with Chief Justice George to discuss interpreter salaries.  
 
Presiding Judges and Court Executive Officers Regional Meetings: AOC Administrative 
Director and Chief Deputy Director updates to PJs and CEOs addressed issues related to new 
judgeships, subordinate judicial officer conversions, JRS II retirement, and court facility transfer 
extensions. 
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Bay Area Northern/Coastal Region Agenda: The meeting was attended by 14 of the 16 
courts in the region. PJs and CEOs discussed judges’ salaries and benefits, the security 
bill, the impact on the courts of probate conservatorship funding veto, and the 
Commission for Impartial Courts.   
 
Northern/Central Region Agenda: The meeting was attended by 28 of the 31 courts in 
the region.  PJs and CEOs discussed conversion of subordinate judicial officer positions, 
the courts increased self-help funding, the impact on the courts of probate 
conservatorship funding veto, and the Commission for Impartial Courts.   
 
Southern Region Agenda: The meeting was attended by 8 of the 11 courts in the 
Southern Region (court leaders from San Diego, Orange, and Santa Barbara were unable 
to attend due to the Southern California wild fires).  Supreme Court Justice Ming W. 
Chin led a discussion on the Commission for Impartial Courts.  Court executives 
facilitated discussions on facility improvements, maintenance and modifications, judicial 
appointments, conversion of subordinate judicial officer positions, and the impact on the 
courts of probate conservatorship funding veto.   

 
Dependency Pamphlet: The Unified Courts for Families Program in CFCC published a new 
pamphlet titled, What Happens After Your Dependency Case is Dismissed? This publication is 
designed to inform families about the process after their dependency case has been dismissed and 
a family law file may be opened. The pamphlet has been distributed to juvenile courts in all 58 
counties and additional copies are available upon request. A Spanish version will be available 
soon and the brochure will be posted on the Web shortly. 
 
DUI Initiatives: 

 
DUI Court Expansion Project Kick Off Summit: The AOC’s Center for Families, 
Children & the Courts Collaborative Justice Programs Unit hosted a summit for courts 
participating in the DUI Court Expansion Project. The summit featured presentations 
from representatives of the National Drug Court Institute, the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, the Office of Traffic Safety, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the 
Office of Alcohol and Drug Programs, and the California Highway Patrol as well as 
judicial officers, defense attorneys, prosecutors, probation officers, and treatment 
providers.  
 
Teams from five courts funded through the project participated in this two day event. The 
project has awarded $2,224,506 to the five courts (Butte, Orange, Sonoma, Shasta, and El 
Dorado), through a competitive RFP process, with two year awards beginning September 
2007. 
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The “DUI Court in the Schools” Project, which will bring DUI proceedings and 
educational programs into middle and high schools as a means of legal education and 
DUI prevention, released requests for proposals to award mini-grants, ranging from 
$10,000 to $50,000 per superior court program, to up to 10 California Superior Courts 
chosen through the competitive RFP process. 
 
“DUI Court in Schools” Broadcast for Presiding Judges and Court Executive 
Officers: A PJ and CEO Roundtable broadcast focused on judicial outreach described 
several models for bringing DUI prevention into high schools and middle schools. 
Broadcast participants were Hon. William J. Murray, Assistant Presiding Judge, Superior 
Court of San Joaquin County; Hon. Richard Vlavianos, Superior Court of San Joaquin 
County; Ms. Denise Gordon, Court Executive Officer, Superior Court of Sonoma 
County; Ms. Julia Alloggiamento, Office of the District Attorney, County of Santa Clara; 
Mr. J.J. Kapp, Office of the Public Defender, County of Santa Clara.  
 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Assessment of California’s 
Impaired Driving Prevention Programs: CFCC staff made presentations to the 
Administration on DUI projects funded by the Office of Traffic Safety: DUI prevention 
programs in Peer Courts, the DUI Court in Schools Project, and a project to expand 
implementation of DUI courts that use drug court models in courts around the state. 

 
Award from Santa Barbara Kiwanis: The Kiwanis Club of Santa Barbara awarded the 
AOC a Youth Community Collaboration Award in recognition of the work of its 
Collaborative Justice Unit with the Peer/Teen Court in Santa Barbara, especially in the 
area of DUI prevention. A special recognition award was also given to AOC staff 
member Patrick Danna for his work in this area. 

 
Judicial Administration Fellowship Program:  The fellows will spend the next 10 months 
working with administrators and lead staff in courts and judicial branch offices throughout the 
state learning about the administration of justice.  Their placements will expose them to the 
issues and challenges facing court administrators and will provide an opportunity to play a 
substantive role in analyzing and crafting solutions that benefit the courts and court users.  A list 
of 2007–2008 fellows and their placements is attached (page 51).   
 
Mental Health Initiatives 
 

Council on Mentally Ill Offenders: Hon. Wendy Lindley, Orange County Superior 
Court, the Judicial Council’s representative to the Council on Mentally Ill Offenders was 
presented with its Champion Award.  
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Mental Health Services Act Interagency Partners Meeting - Focus: Mental Health 
Court Models and Mental Health/Community Partnerships: Hon. Wendy Lindley, 
and CFCC mental health project staff were invited to present at the quarterly meeting of 
state departments and agencies. Twenty-three state department/agency representatives 
attended the presentation. 
 
Institute for Mental Health and the California Mental Health Directors Association 
Policy Forum: The forum explored ways to assist individuals who are experiencing 
mental illness by avoiding criminal justice involvement and supporting transition back 
into communities from incarceration. Hon. Wendy Lindley, Hon. Richard Loftus, Santa 
Clara County Superior Court, and Hon. Becky Dugan, Riverside County Superior Court 
were featured presenters. 

 
Individual Recording and Reporting Forms for Minimum Education: 
 

Trial Courts: California Rule of Court 10.462(f) requires each trial court judge to record 
his or her participation in education on forms provided by the Judicial Council. 
Automated and manual versions of the individual recording and reporting forms for trial 
court judges have now been distributed to 56 of the 58 counties. The presiding judge 
identified which version of the form would be used by his or her court. (Alpine and Butte 
Counties have not yet identified which form they will use.) 
 
A Web site (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/comet/html/minimumreqs_jud.htm) and e-mail address 
(formhelp@jud.ca.gov) were established to assist judges with the forms.  
 
Supreme Court and Courts of Appeal: Forms for the justices of the Supreme Court and 
Courts of Appeal have been created in both automated and manual formats and were 
recently demonstrated to the appellate court clerk/administrators. These forms and a 
resource Web site will be available when the new rules go into effect, January 1, 2008. 

 
Publications/Benchguides: Since the August report, the AOC has published the Discovery 
Benchbook and seven benchguides. 

– Competence To Stand Trial 
– Probation Revocation  
– Initial or Detention Hearing (rev. 9/07) 
– Jurisdiction Hearing (rev. 9/07) 
– Disposition Hearing (rev. 9/07) 
– Review Hearings (rev. 9/07) 
– Selection and Implementation Hearing (rev. 9/07) 
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Training/Education: 
 

Access for Persons with Disabilities Act (ADA) Training: An ADA Workshop for the 
Jury Education and Management Conference provided training to 80 jury commissioners 
and managers on access rules for jurors and how to interact and communicate with 
persons with disabilities. Approximately 76 court personnel from the El Dorado courts 
also participated in ADA training. 
 
Alameda County Indian Child Welfare Act Training: CFCC’s Judicial Review and 
Technical Assistance Project—Indian Child Welfare Act Initiative team conducted a 
collaborative training on the Act and SB 678 at the Juvenile Justice Center in San 
Leandro. Topics included: instruction on the legal changes pertaining to the Act; 
applicability to the delinquency and dependency cases; the practical application of 
cultural case planning in ICWA cases; and Native American culture and family systems. 
In advance of the training, the team conducted a review of local court files involving 
Indian children to tailor the training to the needs of the court. The training was well-
attended, with over 50 participants including judicial officers, attorneys, social workers, 
and tribal representatives. 
 
Criminal Law Institute: The annual institute focused on substantive law, procedural 
law, best judicial practices, and innovations in the criminal courtroom. The institute 
included 13 hours of continuing judicial education credit, plus an overview course in 
criminal law for judges changing assignment. 
 
Permanency Planning for Foster Care Youth Workshops: The AOC Judicial Review 
and Technical Assistance—Title IV-E and Permanency team conducted county specific 
collaborative workshops for probation officers and other professionals working with 
youth in foster care placements or at risk of entering foster care. These workshops were 
held in San Joaquin, Madera, and El Dorado Counties. Participants were provided with 
information regarding the legal requirements related to foster care youth and their 
families and tools to assist them in meeting those responsibilities, including methods for 
locating caring adults to serve as life-long connections for the youth. Each workshop also 
provided information on an issue or a program specific to the county. 
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JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

JUDICIAL VACANCY REPORT (8011) 
 

Number of Judgeships Authorized, Filled and Vacant as of October 23, 2007 
 
 

TYPE OF 
COURT 

NUMBER 
OF 

COURTS 

NUMBER OF JUDGESHIPS 

  Authorized Filled Vacant Filled(Last 
Month) 

Vacant(Last 
Month) 

Supreme Court 1 7 7 0 7 0 

Courts of Appeal 6 105 101 4 102 3 

Superior Courts 58 1548 1511 37 1506 42 

All Courts 65 1660 1619 41 1615 45 

 

JUDICIAL VACANCIES: APPELLATE COURTS 

Appellate District Vacancies Reason for 
Vacancy 

Justice to be Replaced Last Day In 
Office 

First Appellate 
District, Division 
Three 

1 Retirement Hon. Joanne C. Parrilli 07/31/07 

Second Appellate 
District, Division 
One 

3 Retirement Hon. Vaino H. Spencer 08/31/07 

Second Appellate 
District, Division 
Seven 

 Retirement Hon. Earl Johnson, Jr. 10/17/07 

Second Appellate 
District, Division 
Eight 

 Deceased Hon. Paul Boland 09/04/07 

TOTAL 
VACANCIES 

4    
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JUDICIAL VACANCIES: SUPERIOR COURTS 

County Vacancies Reason for 
Vacancy 

Judge to be Replaced Last Day In 
Office 

Butte 1 Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

El Dorado 1 Retirement Hon. Eddie T. Keller 07/27/07 

Fresno 2 Retirement Hon. Gary S. Austin 10/11/07 

Fresno  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Kern 1 Retirement Hon. Charles P. McNutt 09/09/07 

Los Angeles 1 Resigned Hon. Andria K. Richey 09/28/07 

Madera 1 Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Merced 1 Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Monterey 1 Removed Hon. Jose A. Velasquez 10/10/07 

Orange 3 Retirement Hon. Hugh Michael 
Brenner 

10/07/07 

Orange  Retirement Hon. Jonathan H. Cannon 07/16/07 

Orange  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Riverside 3 Retirement Hon. Lawrence W. Fry 08/08/07 

Riverside  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Riverside  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Sacramento 1 Retirement Hon. Talmadge R. Jones 10/16/07 

San Diego 5 Retirement Hon. Larrie R. Brainard 10/01/07 

San Diego  To Fed 
Court 

Hon. Janis Sammartino 09/20/07 
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San Diego  Retirement Hon. Lillian Y. Lim 08/01/07 

San Diego  Retirement Hon. Janet I. Kintner 03/20/07 

San Diego  Retirement Hon. Thomas C. Hendrix 03/15/07 

Santa Barbara 2 Retirement Hon. Rodney S. Melville 10/12/07 

Santa Barbara  Removed Hon. Diana R. Hall 12/14/06 

Santa Clara 2 Retirement Hon. Ronald T. Lisk 01/31/07 

Santa Clara  Retirement Hon. Charles J. Cory 01/31/07 

Santa Cruz 1 Retirement Hon. Robert B. Yonts, Jr. 01/24/07 

Solano 2 Retirement Hon. R. Michael Smith 06/04/07 

Solano  Retirement Hon. Michael E. Nail 06/01/07 

Sonoma 1 Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Stanislaus 3 Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Stanislaus  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Stanislaus  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Tulare 1 Retirement Hon. Ronald M. Couillard 07/02/07 

Ventura 3 Retirement Hon. Herbert Curtis III 10/17/07 

Ventura  Retirement Hon. Thomas J. Hutchins 08/30/07 

Ventura  Newly 
created 
position 

Vacancy 06/01/07 

Yolo 1 Retirement Hon. Donna M. Petre 05/14/07 

TOTAL 
VACANCIES 

37    

 












































































































