
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF THE COURTS 

455 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, California  94102-3688 

 
Report 

 
TO:  Members of the Judicial Council 
 
FROM:   Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee 
  Hon. Jerilyn L. Borack and Hon. Susan D. Huguenor, Cochairs 
  Anna Maves, Senior Attorney, 916-263-8624,  
      anna.maves@jud.ca.gov 
 
DATE: October 4, 2007 

SUBJECT: Child Support: Administration of Title IV-D Child Support Cases (amend   
  California Rules of Court, rule 5.324; revise form FL-679; adopt forms FL-618  
  and FL-679-INFO; and revoke forms FL-500, FL-505, FL-525, FL-526, FL-556,    
  FL-557, FL-558, FL-559, and FL-571) (Action Required)                                           

Issue Statement 
The proposed amendment to the rule, form revision and adoption, and revocation of the 
nine forms listed above would improve administration of title IV-D child support cases. 
The amendment to the telephone appearance rule and revision of the corresponding form 
would increase participation in child support hearings and provide the courts with greater 
information from which to make an order. The adoption of the new request for dismissal 
form would create more clarity for the parties to governmental child support cases and 
court clerks by specifically identifying the action that the governmental agency is 
requesting to be dismissed. Revoking the nine forms would remove the conflict that 
occurs between the mandatory federal Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) 
forms, which are adopted for use in California by rule of court, and the independently 
adopted California forms, when the federal forms are revised. 
 
Recommendation 
The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends that the Judicial 
Council, effective January 1, 2008:  
 
1.  Amend rule 5.324 (Telephone appearance in title IV-D hearings and conferences); 
2.  Revise Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) (form FL-679); 
3.  Adopt Request for Dismissal (Governmental, UIFSA) (form FL-618); 
4.  Adopt Information Sheet —Request for Telephone Appearance (form FL-679-INFO); 
5.  Revoke Uniform Support Petition (form FL-500); 
6.   Revoke Child Support Enforcement Transmittal #1—Initial Request (form FL-505);  
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7.   Revoke Affidavit in Support of Establishing Paternity (form FL-525);   
8.   Revoke General Testimony (form FL-526);  
9. Revoke Registration Statement (form FL-556);   
10. Revoke Child Support Enforcement Transmittal #2—Subsequent Actions  
 (form FL-557);  
11. Revoke Locate Data Sheet (form FL-558);  
12. Revoke Child Support Enforcement Transmittal #3—Request for   
 Assistance/Discovery (form FL-559); and 
13. Revoke Notice of Determination of Controlling Order (form FL-571). 
 
The proposed rule and forms are attached at pages 5–80. 
 
Rationale for Recommendation 
Acceptance of this recommendation would improve administration of title IV-D child 
support cases by making it easier for parties, parents, and witnesses to appear and 
participate at hearings; specifically identifying the actions being dismissed; and 
eliminating conflicts between a rule of court and adopted forms. 
 
Rule 5.324  
Amending rule 5.324 (Telephone appearance in title IV-D hearings and conferences), 
would permit representatives of local child support agencies to make requests to allow a 
party, parent, or witness to appear by telephone at a governmental child support hearing. 
This amendment would accommodate out-of-state parties and witnesses who have 
difficulty meeting the time frames to request a telephone appearance because of the delay 
caused by sending the mandatory forms by mail. This amendment would allow greater 
participation and provide the court with more information from which to make an order. 
Currently, the rule limits the ability to request a telephone appearance to the actual party, 
attorney, witness, parent, or local child support agency representative wishing to appear 
by telephone. 
 
Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) (form FL-679) would be narrowly 
revised to permit the local child support agency to make the request for a party, parent, or 
witness to appear by telephone. Check boxes would be added at item 2 to indicate who 
would appear by telephone, and a new item 3f would be added to specify that the local 
child support agency’s representative is making the request on behalf of the party, parent, 
or witness who wants to appear by telephone. Item 4b would be revised to clarify that 
where financial issues are to be decided, the appropriate financial documents have been 
filed and served whether the request is made by the individual requesting to appear by 
telephone or the local child support agency on behalf of a party, person, or witness. The 
advisement on page 2 would be changed at item 6 to delete some duplicative language. 
The acknowledgment that the advisement has been read and understood would be 
expanded to indicate that when the local child support agency is making the request on 
behalf of a party, parent, or witness, the local child support agency verifies that it has 
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provided the advisement to that person and that he or she understands that the terms of 
the advisement apply to him or her. 
 
Proposed new form Request for Dismissal (form FL-618) would enable the local child 
support agency to request dismissal of specific governmental actions that have been filed, 
which can include supplemental complaints to add subsequently born children or 
amended complaints due to changed circumstances. This new form would result in more 
clarity for the parties and the court clerk and would create a more historically clear court 
record. The proposed new form is mandatory to provide statewide consistency and 
uniformity in governmental child support cases.  
 
Proposed new form Information Sheet for Telephone Appearance (form FL-679-INFO) 
would be adopted as a separate form rather than as part of Request for Telephone 
Appearance (Governmental) (form FL-679). This separation is part of the ongoing effort 
of the Judicial Council to make information sheets readily available to the public and 
eliminate excess and unnecessary paperwork from being filed with the court. 
 
Nine forms, Uniform Support Petition (form FL-500), Child Support Enforcement 
Transmittal #1—Initial Request (form FL-505), Affidavit in Support of Establishing 
Paternity (form FL-525), General Testimony (form FL-526), Registration Statement 
(form FL-556), Child Support Enforcement Transmittal #2—Subsequent Actions (form 
FL-557), Locate Data Sheet (form FL-558), Child Support Enforcement Transmittal #3—
Request for Assistance/Discovery (form FL-559), and Notice of Determination of 
Controlling Order (form FL-571) would be revoked in order to eliminate a conflict of 
law and improve administration of title IV-D child support cases. These forms are 
mandatory federal Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) forms, which every 
state is required to use to provide nationwide uniformity and standardization for interstate 
child support cases. Individual states are prohibited from making changes in the federal 
forms. The Judicial Council has adopted these federal forms for mandatory use in 
California. 
 
The Judicial Council also has adopted rule 5.27 (Use of interstate forms), which adopts 
these UIFSA forms for use in California. When the federal forms are revised, a conflict 
arises between the newest version of the forms which are adopted for use by rule 5.27, 
and the prior versions of the forms adopted by the Judicial Council. Because the federal 
forms cycle differ from those of the Judicial Council in both duration and timing, 
conflicts occur between the current version of federal forms and the corresponding 
Judicial Council form. The purpose of adopting each of these federal forms as California 
forms was to ensure that these federal forms would be readily available for the local child 
support agencies and the public to use. The availability of these federal forms is no longer 
a concern as these forms are currently available on the federal Office of Child Support 
Enforcement (OCSE) Web site, and the state Department of Child Support Services has 
agreed to make these forms available on its Web site. 
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Alternative Actions Considered 
The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee considered taking no action, but the 
proposed amendment, revision, adoptions, and revocations are necessary to improve 
administration of title IV-D child support cases. Given these considerations, the 
committee rejected the option of taking no action. 
 
Comments From Interested Parties 
The invitation to comment on the proposal was circulated from April 25, 2007, through 
June 20, 2007, to the standard mailing list for family and juvenile law proposals, as well 
as to the regular rules and forms mailing list. This distribution list includes judges, court 
administrators, attorneys, social workers, probation officers, mediators, and other family 
and juvenile law professionals. In addition, this proposal was sent to child support 
commissioners, family law facilitators, court clerks, the California Department of Child 
Support Services (DCSS) and Child Support Directors Association (CSDA) forms 
committee, and title IV-D program directors.   
 
A chart summarizing the comments and responses is attached at pages 81–89. Fifteen 
individuals and organizations submitted comments on this proposal. Six of the 15 agreed 
with the proposal in its entirety, 8 agreed if the suggested modifications were made, and 
the remaining commentator did not state a position. Appropriate changes have been made 
to Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) (form FL-679) to address some of 
the comments, which suggested minor grammatical or technical changes to improve 
clarity and accuracy. 
 
One commentator requested that form FL-679 be modified to include an instruction to the 
local child support agency to the effect that when it is making a request for a telephone 
appearance on behalf of a party, parent or witness that the local child support agency 
provide the court with additional information regarding the circumstances that would 
allow the court to make its decision. The Request for Telephone Appearance 
(Governmental) (form FL-679) was revised at item 3f to include an instruction to the 
local child support agency to provide information about the circumstances of the party, 
parent, or witness for whom the request is being made for the court to consider in making 
its decision whether to grant the request for telephone appearance. 
 
Implementation Requirements and Costs 
Implementation of the new forms and revisions to existing forms would cause courts to 
incur standard reproduction costs. These costs should be offset by the savings courts will 
experience by not having to reproduce and provide the revoked forms.  
 
Attachments 



Rule 5.324 of the California Rules of Court is amended, effective January 1, 2008, 
to read:  
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Rule 5.324. Telephone appearance in title IV-D hearings and conferences   1 
 2 
(a)–(c) *** 3 
 4 
(d)  Exceptions 5 
 6 
 A telephone appearance is not permitted for any of the following except as 7 
 permitted by Family Code section 4930: 8 
 9 
 (1) Contested trials, contempt hearings, orders of examination, and any 10 
  matters in which the party or witness has been subpoenaed to appear in 11 
  person; and 12 
 13 
 (2)  Any hearing or conference for which the court, in its discretion on a 14 
  case-by-case basis, decides that a personal appearance would materially 15 
  assist in a determination of the proceeding or in resolution of the case. 16 
 17 
(e)  Request for telephone appearance 18 
 19 
 (1)  A party, an attorney, a witness, a parent who has not been joined to the 20 
  action, or a representative of a local child support agency or   21 
  government agency may request permission of the court to appear and 22 
  testify by telephone. The local child support agency may request a 23 
  telephone appearance on behalf of a party, a parent, or a witness when 24 
  the local child support agency is appearing in the title IV-D support 25 
  action, as defined by rule 5.300(c). The court may also, on its own 26 
  motion, allow a telephone appearance. 27 
 28 
 (2)  A party, an attorney, a witness, a parent who has not been joined to the 29 
  action, or a representative of a local child support agency or   30 
  government agency who wishes to appear by telephone at a hearing 31 
  must file a request with the court clerk at least 12 court days before the 32 
  hearing. A local child support agency that files the request for 33 
  telephone appearance on behalf of a party, a parent, or a witness must 34 
  file the request with the court clerk at least 12 court days before the 35 
  hearing. This request must be served on the other parties, the local child 36 
  support agency, and attorneys, if any. Service must be by personal 37 
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  delivery, fax, express  mail, or other means reasonably calculated to 1 
  ensure delivery by the close of the next court day. 2 
 3 
  (3)  The mandatory Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) 4 
  (form FL-679) must be filed to request a telephone appearance. 5 
 6 
(f)–(k) ***   7 
 8 



REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE Form Adopted for Mandatory Use
Judicial Council of California

FL-679  [Rev. January 1, 2008]

I, (name):  

Page 1 of 3

(Governmental)
7

1.

2.

a.

b.
c.

4.

5.

a.

b.

c.

If there are domestic violence or other confidentiality issues in this case and you do not want your home or work phone 
number made publicly available, provide another phone number in item 2 below.  You will need to participate from this 
phone number, unless other options are available under local rules or procedures. Check with your court clerk.

The LCSA makes this request on behalf of _____________________________________(insert reason for request at g)f.

other parentrespondent/defendant attorney for (name):
other (specify):                                                  in this case.

petitioner/plaintiff
local child support agency (LCSA) representative

Family Code, § 4251; 
Cal. Rules of Court, rules 

3.670, 3.1304, 3.1308, 5.324 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov

I agree to be responsible for the costs and arrangements of this telephone appearance if required by the court. If this telephone 
appearance request is made by an LCSA on behalf of a party, parent, or witness, that person may be responsible for costs of the 
telephone appearance as may be required by the court.

If there are financial issues to be decided, a current Income and Expense Declaration (form FL-150) or a Financial 
Statement (Simplified) (form FL-155) has been filed and served on all parties along with the request or response to the 
hearing. (Read page 2 of form FL-155 to determine which form to use.)

I have filed this request at least 12 court days before the hearing and have served or will serve all parties (the local child 
support agency and other parent) and attorneys, if any, with this form by personal delivery, fax, express mail, or other 
reasonable means to ensure delivery by the close of the next court day after filing this form.

I have complied with all requirements of the local rules of court for other supporting proof.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing and all attachments are true and correct.

I live or work outside the state of California in (specify location):                                                                                              
.I live in                              County in California, which is             miles from the above courthouse where the hearing is set.           

 , am the

FL-679

CASE  NUMBER:
REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE

FOR COURT USE ONLYATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name, State Bar number, and address):

FAX NO. (Optional):

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF 

TELEPHONE NO.:

E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional):

ATTORNEY FOR (Name):

STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF:
RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:

OTHER PARENT:

(SIGNATURE)(TYPE OR PRINT NAME)

Date:

I am disabled.

I will be incarcerated or confined in (specify):                                   prison, jail, or other institution at the time of the hearing.    

Number of pages attached:6.

I would like the court to consider the following information in making its decision whether to allow a telephone appearance (check all 
that apply). (Note: The court can still deny your request, even though boxes are checked.)

3.

e.
d. I am asking not to appear personally because of domestic violence.

HEARING DATE: TIME: DEPT., ROOM, OR DIVISION:

NOTICE:  See form FL-679-INFO, Information Sheet—Request for Telephone Appearance, for deadlines for filing this request,  
filing any opposition, and service.

Other (specify):  g.

I ask the court to allow me ______________________ to appear from telephone number (       )
set on (date)                             (time)                     in Department                                        of the above-named court.

Draft 8
072507
copyedited icb 
Not Approved 
by the Judicial 
Council



I know that I can personally appear at this hearing, and I give up that right. I agree to be duly sworn upon request by the court 
clerk, holding up my right hand and agreeing under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California to tell the truth and 
nothing but the truth.
I will provide my driver's license number, social security number, or other information to verify my identity when asked by the court 
staff or conference call provider.  

I understand that if I need to present documents, present witnesses, cross-examine witnesses, or provide information that is not 
available at the hearing, it is my responsibility to ask the court to continue the hearing. The court may decide to grant or deny my 
request.  I understand that any arguments or supporting proof should be served and filed on time before the hearing so that the 
court, the local child support agency, and the other parent have an opportunity to know about my case.

I understand that the court may require me to make all arrangements for the telephone appearance at my own expense.

I assume the risks of cost, time, delay, repeated telephone calls, technical failure, a wrong number, and other problems that could 
arise out of this telephone appearance.  I understand that if problems occur, the matter may proceed without my personal or 
telephone appearance and the court may decide my case based on the documents I filed for this hearing.

If there are financial issues to be decided, I understand that it is my responsibility to timely file with the court and serve on the local 
child support agency and the other parent all necessary and appropriate pleadings and documents, including:
a.  Income and Expense Declaration (form FL-150) or Financial Statement (Simplified) (form FL-155), whichever is appropriate. 
b.  My pay stubs from the last two months or other proof of income.
c.  The proposed guideline support calculation (optional unless required by local court rule).

I understand that the court may not have videoconferencing capabilities.  I understand and assume the risk that I may not be able 
to personally see or inspect the pleadings, documents, or evidence; the witnesses' facial reactions, demeanors, or hand gestures; 
or other visual or nonverbal aspects of the hearing.

I understand that the court, in its discretion, may decide to terminate the telephone appearance if it determines during the hearing 
that a personal appearance would materially assist in the determination of the proceedings.  Other reasons for terminating the 
telephone appearance could include my not being available at the calendar call, delay, questions about credibility, disruption, 
noise, misconduct, a communication problem, a technical problem, and other problems.

I understand that the court may decide at any time to require my personal appearance and continue my hearing.

I understand that if I do not make the proper arrangements for a telephone appearance as set out in local rules or in directions 
provided by the court, the matter may proceed without my personal or telephone appearance and the court may decide my case 
based on the documents I filed for this hearing.

ADVISEMENT REGARDING TELEPHONE APPEARANCE

I understand that if I have low income or no income, I may apply for a waiver of any filing fees and a possible waiver of conference 
call vendor fees.  If the court makes collect calls for telephone appearances and so orders me, I will be available to receive a 
collect call from the court at the date and time specified.  The telephone number will not be one that is blocked from receiving 
collect calls.  If there are domestic violence or other confidentiality issues in the case and I do not wish my home or work phone 
number to be made publicly available, I may provide a number other than my home and work numbers at which the court can call 
me collect.  I understand that I can check with the local court clerk or local rules of court regarding any additional local procedures 
that may be available to protect my confidentiality.

Page 2 of 3REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE
(Governmental)
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FL-679 [Rev. January 1, 2008]

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.
7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

       PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF: CASE NUMBER:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:
                    OTHER PARENT:

This case may be referred to a court commissioner for hearing.  By law, court commissioners do not have the authority to issue final 
orders and judgments in contested cases unless they are acting as temporary judges. The court commissioner in your case will act 
as a temporary judge unless, before the hearing, you or any other party objects to the commissioner's acting as a temporary judge. 
If you or the other party objects, the court commissioner may still hear your case to make findings and a recommended order to a 
judge. If you do not like the recommended order, you must object to it within 10 court days in writing (use Notice of Objection 
(Governmental) (form FL-666)); otherwise, the recommended order will become a final order of the court. If you object to the 
recommended order, a judge will make a temporary order and set a new hearing.

I have read the Advisement Regarding Telephone Appearance section of this form and I understand that the terms apply to 
me. If the LCSA is making this request, it verifies this advisement was provided to the party, parent, or witness, and he or she 
indicated that he or she understands that the terms apply to him or her. 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

(SIGNATURE)(TYPE OR PRINT NAME)

Date:

FL-679



           REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE 
    (Governmental)

9

PROOF OF SERVICE

At the time of service I was at least 18 years of age and not a party to the legal action.

My residence or business address is (specify):

I served a copy of the foregoing Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) and all attachments as follows (check a, b, 
or c for each person served):

a.    Personal delivery. I personally delivered a copy and all attachments as follows:

(1)   Name of party or attorney served: (2)  Name of local child support agency served:

(a)  Address where delivered: (a)  Address where delivered:

(b)  Date delivered: (b)  Date delivered:
(c)  Time delivered: (c)  Time delivered:

b.  Mail. I am a resident of or employed in the county where the mailing occurred. 

(a)  deposited the sealed envelope with the United States Postal Service with the postage fully prepaid. 

(b)  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing and all attachments are true and correct.

Page 3 of 3

Additional page is attached.

c. Other (specify):

1.

2.

3.

placed the envelope for collection and mailing on the date and at the place shown below, following 
ordinary business practices. I am readily familiar with this business's practice for collecting and 
processing correspondence for mailing. On the same day that correspondence is placed for collection 
and mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course of business with the United States Postal Service in a 
sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid.

(1)  I enclosed a copy in an envelope and

(2)   Name of party or attorney served: (3)  Name of local child support agency served:

(a)  Address where delivered: (a)  Address where delivered:

(b)  Date mailed: (b)  Date mailed:
(c)  Place of mailing (city and state): (c)  Place of mailing (city and state):

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF: CASE NUMBER:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:
OTHER PARENT:

(SIGNATURE OF PERSON WHO SERVED REQUEST )(TYPE OR PRINT NAME)

Date:

FL-679 [Rev. January 1, 2008]

FL-679



INFORMATION SHEET—REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE

Page 1 of 1INFORMATION SHEET—REQUEST FOR TELEPHONE APPEARANCE 
(Governmental)

10

ATTENTION:  Read the Advisement Regarding Telephone Appearance on page 2 of FL-679, Request for Telephone 
Appearance to understand your rights.  

You can get more information about the telephone appearance process, including any costs or fees for the provider of telephone 
services, from your local court clerk.  

Ask a family law facilitator, the local child support agency, or a lawyer if you have any questions about this process. 

For more information on finding a lawyer or family law facilitator, see the California Courts Online Self-Help Center at 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp.

Asking for a Telephone Appearance  

1.  You must use form FL-679 to request a telephone appearance. You may have to pay a filing fee.  If you cannot afford to pay 
     the filing fee, the court may waive it, but you will have to fill out some forms first.  For more information about the filing fee, 
     contact the court clerk or the family law facilitator in your county.

2.  If you do not want to personally appear because of domestic violence and do not want your home phone number or work phone
     number listed at item 2 of form FL-679 or other potentially identifying information to be part of the public court record, check with 
     your court clerk or local rules of court regarding any additional local procedures that may be available to protect your 
     confidentiality.  For example, some courts may allow you to provide your home phone number or work phone number directly to 
     the court clerk and not disclose it on form FL-679.

3.  For local information about telephone appearances, check with the local court clerk, family law facilitator, or local child support       
     agency.

Instructions for Completing the Request for Telephone Appearance (Governmental) (form FL-679)

1.  The court needs to know why you are requesting to appear by telephone.  At item 3 of form FL-679, provide the information you
      would like the court to consider when making its decision.  You can attach additional paper if you need more room to explain the
     circumstances that you want the court to consider in making its decision.  If you submit an attachment, check the box at item 6
     and indicate the number of pages that you are attaching.  The court can still deny your request even if you have checked boxes 
     and/or submitted an attachment.    

2.  File your request with the court clerk's office using form FL-679 no later than 12 court days before the hearing.  (PLEASE NOTE:  
     You must still file your moving or opposing papers within the time limits required by Code of Civil Procedure section 1005.)

3.  Serve all parties (the local child support agency and other parent) and attorneys, if any, by personal delivery, fax, express mail, 
     or other reasonable means to make sure that form FL-679 is delivered by the close of the next court day after you file it.

Opposing a Telephone Appearance

1.  At least 8 court days before the hearing, you must file and serve a declaration under penalty of perjury under the laws of the
     State of California explaining why you oppose a telephone appearance by the other party or a witness.  Your declaration must    
     state "I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct."  You may
     use Declaration (form MC-030), which you can get from the court clerk or the California Courts Web site at 
     www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms.  If you do not file a declaration under penalty of perjury opposing a telephone appearance, you give   
     up your chance to object.

2.  Serve the person or agency requesting the telephone appearance, all parties (the local child support agency and other parent) 
     and attorneys, if any, by personal delivery, fax, express mail, or other reasonable means to make sure your declaration is
     delivered by the close of the next court day after you file the form.

The Court's Decision on the Telephone Appearance

At least 5 court days before the hearing, the court will notify or direct that notice of its decision on the request for a telephone 
appearance be given to the person or agency requesting the telephone appearance, the parties, a parent who has not been joined to 
the action, and attorneys, if any.  This notice may be given by telephone, in person, or by fax, express mail, e-mail, or other 
reasonable means to ensure notification no later than 5 court days before the hearing date.

FL-679-INFO

Form Adopted for Mandatory Use
Judicial Council of California

FL-679-INFO [New January 1, 2008]

Draftv3.072507.copyedited icb Not Approved by the Judicial Council 



GOVERNMENTAL AGENCY (under Family Code §§ 17400, 17406): FOR COURT USE ONLY

TELEPHONE NO.: FAX NO. (Optional):

E-MAIL ADDRESS (Optional):

ATTORNEY FOR (Name):

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF
STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:

OTHER PARENT:
CASE NUMBER:

REQUEST FOR DISMISSAL

Form Adopted for Mandatory Use
 Judicial Council of California 

FL-618 [New January 1, 2008]
REQUEST FOR DISMISSAL 

(Governmental, UIFSA)
11

1. TO THE CLERK: Please dismiss the following:

(1)

(1)

(2)

(5)

(4)

(3)

With prejudice

Complaint                                     

____ Supplemental complaint

____ Amended complaint

____ Amended supplemental complaint

Uniform Interstate Family Support Act (UIFSA) petition

(7)

(6) Entire action of all parties and all related causes of action

Other (specify):

Without  prejudice
filed on (date):                             

filed on (date):

filed on (date):

filed on (date):

filed on (date):

filed on (date): 

filed on (date):

(SIGNATURE)(TYPE OR PRINT NAME OF GOVERNMENTAL ATTORNEY)

Date:

2. TO THE CLERK: Consent to the above dismissal is hereby given.*

(SIGNATURE)(TYPE OR PRINT NAME OF       ATTORNEY OR       PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY)

Date:

Attorney for or respondent/defendant without attorney

Code of Civil Procedure, § 581 et seq. 
Cal. Rules of Court, rule 3.1390

 If a responsive pleading seeking affirmative relief is on file, the attorney for respondent must sign the consent if required by Code of Civil Procedure section 581(i) or (j).  

(To be completed by clerk)

3.

4.

5.

6.

Dismissal entered as requested on (date):

Dismissal entered on (date):                                                                  as to only (name each):                        

Dismissal not entered as requested for the following reasons (specify):

Attorney or party without attorney notified on (date):a.
Attorney or party without attorney not notified. Filing failed to provideb.

Date:

a copy to conform means to return conformed copy

Date: Clerk, by  , Deputy
Page 1 of 1

www.courtinfo.ca.gov

FL-618

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draft 6
072507
copyedited icb
Not Approved 
by the Judicial 
Council

a. (2)
b.

*













































































































































SPR07-31 
Child Support: Administration of Title IV-D Child Support Cases (amend Cal. Rules of Court, rule 5.324; revise form FL-679; adopt forms FL-618 and 

FL-679-INFO; and revoke forms FL-500, FL-505, FL-525, FL-526, FL-556, FL-557, FL-558, FL-559, and FL-571) 
 
 

Catalog1  A = Agree; AM = Agree only if modified; N = Do not agree. 81  

GENERAL POSITIONS AND COMMENTS 
 
 List of All Commentators and Their Overall Positions on the Proposal 
 
 Commentator Position Comment 

on behalf 
of group? 

 
Comment Excerpt or Summary 

 
Committee Response 

1. Hon. Sue Alexander 
Commissioner 
Superior Court of Alameda County 

AM N See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

2. Sandy Almansa 
Supervising Legal Clerk II 
Superior Court of Stanislaus County 

A Y No narrative comments. No response required. 

3. Angelique Andreozzi 
Supervising Clerk 
Superior Court of San Francisco 
County    

AM N See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

4. Grace Andres 
Program Manager 
Superior Court of Solano County 

None Stated N See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

5. Paula Forthun-Baldwin 
Attorney at Law 
Administrative Analyst 
Inland Regional Center 
San Bernardino 

AM Y See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

6. Joseph Chairez 
President 
Orange County Bar Association 

A Y No narrative comments. No response required. 

7. Linda Daeley 
Family Law Unit Manager 
Superior Court of Orange County 

AM N See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

8. Rolanda Pierre Dixon  
Assistant District Attorney 
Santa Clara County District 

A Y No narrative comments. No response required. 
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Attorney’s Office 
9. Daniel Louis 

Chief Counsel, Office of Legal 
Services 
Department of Child Support 
Services 

AM Y See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

10. Superior Court of Los Angeles 
County   

A Y No narrative comments. No response required. 

11. Andrea Nelson 
Director of Operations 
Superior Court of Butte County 

A N As long as they are compatible with the 
statewide DCSS system. 

No response required. 

12. George Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 
Child Support Directors Association 
Judicial Council Forms Committee 
Sacramento 

AM Y See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

13. Michael M. Roddy 
Executive Officer 
Superior Court of San Diego County 

AM Y See comments on specific items below. See response below. 

14. John R. Smiley 
Family Law Supervising Judge 
Superior Court of Ventura County  

A Y No narrative comments. No response required. 

15. Hon. Rebecca L. Wightman  
Commissioner 
Superior Court of San Francisco 
County  

AM N I am in favor/agree that it is appropriate to add 
the local child support agency such that they 
can make the request for telephone appearance 
on behalf of another party or individual. This 
will also allow the local child support agency 
attorney to appear in multiple cases and across 
multiple county lines by telephone as needed. 
(See comments on specific items below.) 

See response below. 
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COMMENTS ABOUT SPECIFIC RULES AND FORMS 
 
 Form FL-679 Request for Telephone Appearance  
 
Commentator Issue or 

provision 
Position Comment excerpt or summary  Committee response 

Hon. Sue Alexander 
Commissioner 
Superior Court of Alameda County 

FL-679 AM There needs to be a place on form FL-679 for 
the judicial officer to approve or deny the 
request and a method for that to be relayed to 
the litigants. 

This suggestion was considered at 
the time that the form was originally 
adopted and rejected. A survey of 
the child support commissioners was 
taken regarding their preference for 
a standard order regarding telephone 
appearance and they indicated, at 
that time, their preference for using 
existing Judicial Council order 
forms for telephone appearances so 
that the order regarding the 
telephone appearance can issue as 
well as other ancillary orders. These 
orders may include the particular 
requirements regarding the local 
practices relating to a telephone 
appearance. 

Linda Daeley 
Family Law Unit Manager 
Superior Court of Orange County 

FL-679 AM Add instruction to black out social security 
numbers under #11b of Request for Telephone 
Appearance. 11b. My pay stubs from the last 
two months or other proof of income (black 
out social security numbers.) 

Income and Expense Declaration 
(form FL-150) at item 1 provides 
instructions for those completing the 
form to black out social security 
numbers on attached pay stubs.  

Daniel Louis 
Chief Counsel, Office of Legal Services 
Department of Child Support Services 

FL-679 AM a. With regard to item 5 on page 1 of the form, 
DCSS suggests clarifying that costs for 
telephone appearances are charged to the 
party by the court, not by the local child 
support agency. 

 

a. The current language in item 5 
    clearly references costs being 
    required by the court. 
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b. With regard to item 11 on page 2 of the 
form, DCSS suggests defining “timely” with 
regard to the filing of a party’s financial 
statements since it is not otherwise specified 
on this form.   

b. Given the wide variety of motions 
    for which a telephone appearance 
    may be requested (and the wide 
    variety of fact situations), there is 
    not adequate space on the form to 
    provide a meaningful definition 
    of "timely." 

George Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 
Child Support Directors Association 
Judicial Council Forms Committee 
Sacramento 

FL-679 AM a. Item 2: Remove the entire second line 
beginning with “for the hearing” as 
duplicative of the information just below the 
caption. 

 
b. Item 3, delete “me to appear by telephone” 

and insert “a telephone appearance.”   
 
c. Strike the second parenthetical language in 

3(g), beginning with “Include some 
identifying information” to allow for space 
to insert the reason.  

a. Modified as proposed. 
 
 
 
 
b. Modified as proposed. 
 
 
c. Modified as proposed. 

Hon. Rebecca L. Wightman  
Commissioner 
Superior Court of San Francisco County 

FL-679 
 

AM  a. Item 3 1st sentence: Since local child 
support agencies are now going to be 
allowed to make the request on behalf of 
another party or individual, the end of 
the first sentence should be changed to be 
general: "I would like . . . to allow a 
telephone appearance" (i.e., after the word 
allow remove the phrase "me to appear by 
telephone" and replace with the above).  

 
b. Item 3 instructive notes: The 

instructive "note" about checking all boxes 
that apply needs to be clarified in cases 
where the local child support agency is 
making the request on behalf of another 

a. The forms have been modified as 
    proposed by the above comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Agreed. The form has been  
    modified to include an instruction 
    at item 3f for the local child  
    support agency to provide a  
    reason for the request at g.  
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party or individual such that if box f is 
going to be checked then at least one other 
box must be checked (i.e., after the check 
all boxes part, it should also state something 
to the effect that "local child support 
agencies making the request on behalf of 
someone else must check f and at least one 
other box or more".)  The reason you need 
this type of clarification is to make it clear 
that a local child support agency cannot 
simply rely on checking box f alone as there 
still needs to be some good reason for the 
telephone appearance, whether it is one of 
the listed reasons or simply explained in the 
"other" line. Otherwise, you may get a lack 
of uniformity as to who is allowed to appear 
by telephone (e.g., if the local child support 
agency implements a policy to ask only on 
behalf of one parent but not the other), as 
well as undermining the need to state the 
reasons why (if the local agency is not 
required to explain their request). The court 
is then left with insufficient information to 
determine how to rule on the request. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Form FL-679-INFO Information Sheet—Request for Telephone Appearance  
 
Commentator Issue or Position Comment excerpt or summary  Committee response 



SPR07-31 
Child Support: Administration of Title IV-D Child Support Cases (amend Cal. Rules of Court, rule 5.324; revise form FL-679; adopt forms FL-618 and 

FL-679-INFO; and revoke forms FL-500, FL-505, FL-525, FL-526, FL-556, FL-557, FL-558, FL-559, and FL-571) 
 
 

Catalog1  A = Agree; AM = Agree only if modified; N = Do not agree. 86  

provision 
Grace Andres 
Program Manager 
Superior Court of Solano County 

FL-679-
INFO 

None 
Stated 

Why would there be a fee associated with a 
telephone appearance in a title IV-D case? 
There are no filing fees. 

There may be a filing fee even in 
title IV-D cases if there are issues to 
be heard in addition to support. 
There may also be a fee for a person 
making a telephone appearance. 
Many courts have contracted with 
private vendors to provide telephone 
conference lines for the person 
appearing by telephone to facilitate 
the telephone appearance. 
Additional language has been added 
to clarify that a fee may be required 
for the telephone appearance. 

Hon. Rebecca L. Wightman  
Commissioner 
Superior Court of San Francisco County 

FL-679-
INFO 

AM Because of the comment on FL-679 regarding 
the instructions when checking box f in item 3 
on the Request Form, the Information Sheet 
also needs to give a corresponding instruction 
in the specific situation where the local child 
support agency is making the request on behalf 
of another party or individual.  So a separate 
numbered instruction should be added to 
explain to the local agencies that if they check 
box f in item 3 of the request, they must also 
check at least one other box (or more) to 
provide the court with sufficient information to 
make a ruling on the request. 

The instruction for the local child 
support agency to provide a reason 
for the request for the telephone 
appearance will be included on FL-
679 at item 3f. 
 

 
 
 
 
 Form FL-618 Request for Dismissal  
 
Commentator Issue or Position Comment excerpt or summary  Committee response 
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provision 
Angelique Andreozzi 
Supervising Clerk 
Superior Court of San Francisco County    

FL-618 AM a. Why is there a “filed on (date)” under 
    paragraph 1.b.(6) 
 
 
 
 
b. It would be nice to have more space under 
    paragraph 5.  

a. The filed on date is to provide 
    further clarification regarding the 
    request for the dismissal. There is 
    also sufficient room to provide 
    multiple dates if relevant. 
 
b. Unfortunately, the form does not 
    have room to provide more space 
    under paragraph 5. 

George Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 
Child Support Directors Association 
Judicial Council Forms Committee 
Sacramento 

FL-618 A This form will alleviate errors that can occur in 
using the generic dismissal form (CIV-110). It 
will also provide clarity regarding the 
dismissal. The generic dismissal for civil 
actions was not designed for the complexity of 
IV-D actions. 

Agree.  

 
 Federal UIFSA Forms  
 
Commentator Issue or 

provision 
Position Comment excerpt or summary  Committee response 

George Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 
Child Support Directors Association 
Judicial Council Forms Committee 
Sacramento 

UIFSA 
Forms 

A Because the federal forms process does not 
coincide with the Judicial Council, conflicts 
occur between the current version of federal 
forms and the corresponding Judicial Council 
form. The federal forms cycle is different from 
the state form cycle, causing confusion. A 
major purpose of adopting the federal forms as 
Judicial Council forms was to provide 
availability of these federal forms to the local 
child support agencies and to the public. Since 
then, these forms have become available on the 
Web sites of both the federal Office of Child 
Support Enforcement and the State Department 

Agree.  
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of Child Support Services, alleviating the 
concerns over availability. 

 
 Rule 5.324. Telephone appearance in title IV-D hearings and conferences  
 
Commentator Issue or 

provision 
Position Comment excerpt or summary:  Committee response 

Paula Forthun-Baldwin, Attorney at Law 
Administrative Analyst 
Inland Regional Center 
San Bernardino  

Rule 5.324 AM Representative of local child support agency 
making request for telephonic testimony has 
interviewed proposed witness and has degree 
of comfort as to truthfulness; at least 12 days 
prior to the hearing is not unreasonable 
limitation for pro per litigants.  

No response required. 

George Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 
Child Support Directors Association 
Judicial Council Forms Committee 
Sacramento 

Rule 5.324 A a. Filings by local child support agencies 
(LCSA) account for over 50% of all family 
law filings in the state. The rule as originally 
written did not fully allow for the level of 
participation intended. Allowing LCSAs to 
make the request for telephone appearances 
increases participation and allows the court 
to hear and consider both sides. The changes 
will allow greater participation in hearings 
by out of state participants.   

 
b. Regarding the request for comments on the 

12-day time frame, the committee feels that 
the current time frame is sufficient to 
accommodate due process issues such as 
objections, responses, ruling, and notice. 
Opening up the ability of LCSAs to make 
the request for telephone appearances will 
allow enhanced access to the courts. 

a. Agree.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b. Agree.  

Michael M. Roddy 
Executive Officer 

Rule 5.324 AM a. The amendment to rule 5.324 to permit  
    representatives of the local child support  

a. This change allows the local child 
    support agency to request a  
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Superior Court of San Diego County     agencies to make requests to allow a party, a  
    parent, or witness to appear by telephone  
    probably increases efficiency overall;  
    however, it sends a mixed message as to the 
    scope of the local child support agency’s 
    role in advocating for the obligor.   
 
b. The local child support agency should be 
    cautioned not to give the impression that a 
    request will mean an automatic granting of  
    the telephonic request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. The requirement that the request for a  
    telephone appearance be made at least 12 
    days prior to the hearing is about right time- 
    wise. It would not be feasible to do it in less 
    time because of notice and response  
     requirements.    

    telephone appearance not only for 
    the obligor but on behalf of any  
    party, parent, or witness.  
 
 
 
 
b. Request for Telephone 
    Appearance (Governmental) 
    (form FL-679) at item 3 provides 
    the admonition that  “the court  
    can still deny your request even 
    though boxes are checked.” Also, 
    the information sheet at item 1 of 
    the third boxed area indicates that  
   “the court can still deny your 
    request even if you have checked 
    boxes and/or submitted an 
    attachment.” 
 
c. Agree.  

  




