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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA,

Plaintiff and Respondent,

S049741
\Z
CAPITAL
WILLIAM LESTER SUFF, CASE

Defendant and Appellant.

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

In a third amended indictment filed on March 22, 1995, a Riverside

County Grand Jury accused appellant William Lester Suff of 13 counts of

willful, premeditated murder of the following victims on or about the following

dates:

Kimberly Lyttle, June 28, 1989 (count 1);

Tina Leal, December 13, 1989 (count 2);

Darla Ferguson, January 18, 1990 (count 3);

Carol Miller, February 8, 1990 (count 4);

Cheryl Coker, November 6, 1990 (count 5);

Susan Sternfeld, December 19, 1990 (count 6);

Kathleen Milne (a.k.a. Kathleen Puckett), January 19, 1991 (count 7);
Cherie Payseur, April 26, 1991 (count 8);

Sherry Latham, July 4, 1991 (count 9);

Kelly Hammond, August 16, 1991 (count 10);

Catherine McDonald, September 13, 1991 (count 11);

Delliah Zamora (a.k.a. Delliah Wallace), October 30, 1991 (count 12);
Eleanor Casares, December 23, 1991 (count 13).



(7 CT 1855-1867; Pen. Code, § 187.) Asto all 13 counts, the indictment alleged
separate special circumstances of multiple murder victims, lying in wait, and
that Suff had a 1974 conviction for murder in the District Court of the State of
Texas. (7 CT 1855-1867, Pen. Code, § 190.2, subds. (a)(2), (3), (15).) Counts
two, four, five, eleven, and thirteen also alleged Suff was armed with a knife
during the commission of the offense. (7 CT 1856, 1858-1859, 1865, 1867,
Pen. Code, §§ 1192.7, subd. (c)(23), 12022, subd. (b).) The indictment
additionally charged Suff with the attempted murder of Rhonda Jetmore on or
about January 10, 1989. (Count 14; 7 CT 1867-1868; Pen. Code, §§ 187, 664.)

On November 20, 1992, the trial court granted the prosecutor’s motion
to recuse the Public Defender as Suff’s counsel due to conflict of interest and
appointed counsel from the conflict defense panel. (2 CT 496.)

On June 25, 1993, the trial court granted the defense discovery request
as modified by the court to read “any known exculpatory” information on
suspects or alternative suspects for the charged crimes or for five non-charged
killings that occurred aftér Suff’s arrest. (3 CT 661-664, 748.) The trial court,
however, denied the defense’s general request for discovery regarding the
investigation of unsolved crimes similar to those charged, i.e. prostitute killings.
(3 CT 663-664, 748.)

On October 15, 1993, the trial court heard and denied the defense motion
to suppress evidence under Penal Code section 1538.5. (4 CT 856.)

On August 26, 1994, the trial court heard and denied the defense motion
to exclude victim impact evidence. (4 CT 1084.) The court also heard and
denied the defense motion for discovery regarding two prostitutes who were
murdered after Suff’s arrest. (4 CT 1085; see 4 CT 1043-1046, 1048-1049,
1060-1069.)

On January 26 and 27, 1995, the trial court heard testimony and argument
for the defense motion for change of venue. (5 CT 1312-1316.) On January 31,



1995, the court denied the motion but stated it would not become final until after
completion of the voir dire process. (5 CT 1317-1320.)

Jury trial commenced on February 28, 1995. (6 CT 1408.) Suff waived
his right to a jury trial on the prior murder conviction special circumstance
allegation. (8 CT 2203.)

On March 23, 1995, the trial court reheard and denied the defense motion
for change of venue. (7 CT 1893.) The same day, the trial court heard argument
on a defense motion to admit evidence of other prostitute murders that occurred
after Suff’s arrest. (7 CT 1893.) The court denied the motion in the afternoon
of the following day. (7 CT 1939.)

On May 1 and 2, 1995, the trial court heard testimony and argument on
the defense motion to exclude Suff’s statement under Miranda v. Arizona (1966)
384 U.S. 436 [86 S.Ct. 1602, 16 L.Ed.2d 694]. (8 CT 2067, 2069.) The trial
court granted, in part, the defense motion to exclude on May 4, 1995. (8 CT
2075-2076.)

On July 19, 1995, the jury convicted Suff of all counts except count eight
(Cherie Payseur), on which it was deadlocked, and found the attempted murder
of Rhonda Jetmore was wilful, deliberate, and premeditated. The jury also
determined each murder to be in the first degree and found true the multiple-
murder and lying-in-wait special circumstance allegations as to each of the
murders. Finally, the jury found true the deadly weapon allegation charged in
counts two, four, five, eleven and thirteen. (10 CT 2509-2551A,2551D-2555.)
The court declared a mistrial as to count eight. (10 CT 2552.) The same day,
the trial court heard and found true Suff’s prior murder conviction. (10 CT
2556.)

On August 17, 1995, the same day it retired for deliberations, the jury
rendered verdicts of death on counts one through seven and nine through

thirteen. (10 CT 2694; 11 CT 2790-2801.)



On October 26, 1995, the court denied Suff’s motions for a new trial and
to reduce the penalty to life imprisonment without the possibility of parole. (11
CT 2967.) The court sentenced Suff to twelve death sentences, a consecutive
term of life imprisonment for the attempted murder, and five consecutive one-
year terms for the deadly weapon enhancement, and dismissed count eight in the
interests of justice. (11 CT 2913-2916, 2967-2969.)

Notice of automatic appeal was filed the same day. (11 CT 2975.)

STATEMENT OF FACTS
Guilt Phase: Prosecution Case

In early 1984, while living with his mother in the Cottonwood Canyon
area, Suff began dating Bonnie Ashley. (29 RT 5742-5743; 31 RT 6255-6256.)
By April 1984, Suff moved into Ashley’s Orchard Street mobile home in the
Sedco Hills area of Lake Elsinore. (29 RT 5742-5743; 31 RT 6255-6256.)
During the time he lived with Ashley, Suff had a mustache (29 RT 5753) and
normally wore silver-colored, wire-rim glasses (29 RT 5755, 5771).

Suff was unemployed when he first moved in with Ashley. (29 RT
5744.) After lasting less than six months at a job with a computer firm in
Corona, he got a job at McDonald’s on the comer of Railroad Canyon and
Mission Trail in Lake Elsinore, where he worked until sometime after January
1985. (29 RT 5744-5745.) He then worked for another computer company.
(29 RT 5763.) Atsome point, Suff began working part-time for John’s Service
Center on Main Street in Lake Elsinore. (29 RT 5745-5746, 5763.)

Around October 1986, Suff got a job as a supply stock clerk for
Riverside County General Services Agency Supply Services Division, in a
warehouse on Washington Boulevard. (29 RT 5746, 5780-5782, 5798, 5808.)
He typically worked from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (29 RT 5787, 5790.) His

usual duties were to pull and pack supplies to fill orders from other County
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departments. (29 RT 5792, 5798-5799.) He made deliveries a few times, but
they were “not in the normal course of business.” (29 RT 5793.)

In March 1987, Suff separated from Ashley. (29 RT 5757.) He lived
in the basement of John’s Service Center for a week before moving into a one-
bedroom apartment on Morrow Way in Lake Elsinore. (29 RT 5756-5757,
31 RT 6228-6229.)

On June 28, 1988, Suff was hospitalized after a motorcycle accident.
(29 RT 5757, 5767.) When discharged, he could not walk up the stairs to his
second-floor apartment, so Ashley invited Suff to stay with her. (29 RT 5757,
5767; 31 RT 6230.)

Ashley recalled driving Suff to work while he was still in casts and on
crutches, but could not remember when the casts were removed. (29 RT 5769.)
Suff’s immediate supervisor, Joseph Pajak, recalled that Suff was in a cast
around June or July of 1988. (29 RT 5811.) Suff’s payroll records showed he
was out sick all day on June 28, 1988, and took sick leave until returning to
work on September 29, 1988. (29 RT 5816-5819.) Suffhad a cast on his wrist
and was put on light duty for a short period of time. (29 RT 5819-5820; see
also 29 RT 5811-5812.) Pajak was “quite sure” Suff’s cast was off by
Christmas of 1988. (29 RT 5819.)

In 1988, Ashley became actively involved in real estate and she would
keep real estate documents, brochures, and other paperwork in her car, a white
1985 Toyota Tercel. (29 RT 5747-5748, 5764-5765.) While she was involved
in real estate, Ashley used boxes to transport papers in her car and around her
house. (29 RT 5765-5766.)

Suff rarely drove Ashley’s Tercel because she encouraged Suff to use his
own vehicle rather than borrowing hers, unless his was unavailable. (29 RT
5748, 5766-5767.) Suff’s vehicle broke down frequently, however, énd on
such occasions he likely borrowed Ashley’s car. (29 RT 5772.)



Ashley would go to bed by 9:00 p.m. and was a sound sleeper; Suff
usually went to bed later than Ashley. (29 RT 5749.) After going to bed,
Ashley would have no knowledge if Suff borrowed her car. (29 RT 5772,
5778.)

A. Attempted Murder Of Rhonda Jetmore (Count 14),
January 1989

In early 1989, Rhonda Jetmore lived in Lake Elsinore and engaged in
prostitution to support her drug habit. (20 RT 3816-3817, 3873.) She used as
much cocaine as she could get, and on a daily basis. (20 RT 3872-3873.)
Jetmore would “work” the Main Street area of Lake Elsinore — a common area
for other women to engage in prostitution — during both daytime and evening
hours every day. (20 RT 3817, 3874-3875; see also 20 RT 3912.)

One night in the early part of January 1989, around 9:00 p.m., Jetmore
sat on a bench outside John’s Service Center on Main Street. (20 RT 3820.)
She had used cocaine earlier that evening and was hoping for a “date” so she
could make some money for more drugs. (20 RT 3819-3821, 3889-3890.)
Around 10:00 p.m., a male friend approached and they spoke briefly. (20 RT
3821; see also 21 RT 3958.) About 11:00 p.m., a man drove his car up to
where Jetmore sat.! (20 RT 3819,3821-3822, 3890-3891;21 RT 3935,3958.)
He wore wire-framed glasses with round, probably thick lenses. (20 RT 3841.)

The man asked Jetmore if she was interested in making some money (20
RT 3823-3824) and confirmed he was looking for a “date” (20 RT 3824). He
invited Jetmore into the car, but had to move a box of papers from the

passenger seat to the back to make space for her. (20 RT 3825, 3829-3830,

1. In her January 20, 1989, statement to a Lake Elsinore Sheriff’s
detective, Jetmore said her attacker picked her up at 6:00 p.m. (20 RT 3910.)
At trial, Jetmore said 11:00 p.m. was the more accurate time. (20 RT 3890-
3891.)



3833.) Jetmore got in and noticed the back seats of the car, a station wagon,
were folded down, and that other papers and “stuff” were in back. (20 RT
3825, 3833-3834.) At the time, she thought the papers had something to do
with real estate. (20 RT 3834, 3912.)

When the man asked Jetmore if she had a room where they could go, she
directed him to a nearby vacant house on Langstaff, three or four blocks away
from John’s Service Station. (20 RT 3825-3827.) Although there was no
electricity and hardly any furniture, there was a bed; Jetmore was familiar with
the house, as she had conducted business and stayed there before, and she felt
safe there. (20 RT 3825-3826, 3873-3874.)

The man said his name was “Bob” and that he was from Sedco Hills.
(20 RT 3825-3826, 3839; 21 RT 3938.) During the drive to the house, they
agreed upon a price of $20 for “straight sex.” (20 RT 3827-3828.) Jetmore had
the man park at the back of the house, and they entered through the unlocked
security screen and back door. (20 RT 3829, 3834-3835.) After closing and
locking the deadbolt of the security screen, Jetmore shut the solid wooden door
to prevent any disturbances. (20 RT 3836, 3874.) Jetmore regularly carried a
six-inch plastic flashlight to guide her through the darkened house, as she did
on this occasion. (20 RT 3835, 3874.)

Jetmore sat on the “bed” — two mattresses on the floor — and asked for
the money in advance. (20 RT 3837.) The man reached in his pocket and
handed her a bill as he stood in front of her. (20 RT 3837-3838.) When
Jetmore looked at the bill with her flashlight, she saw it was a $1 bill. (20 RT
3838.) Jetmore looked up at the man. (20 RT 3838.) Before she could say
anything, he grabbed her by the throat with both hands, his thumbs inward, and
pushed her down on the bed. (20 RT 3838-3839.)

The man stood in front of her, choking her, and saying nothing. (20 RT
3839.) At thattime, Jetmore looked at his face and also noticed his belt buckle,



which bore the name “Bill.” (20 RT 3839, 3850, 3892.) Jetmore struggled to
get away, but the man was strong and she could not move. (20 RT 3840.)
From the expression on the man’s face and the way he was choking her,
Jetmore believed he was trying to kill her. (20 RT 3840.) Jetmore then realized
she was still holding the flashlight, so she struck him in the head with it.
(20 RT 3841-3842.) The man broke his grip and Jetmore “ran for [her] life,”
while screaming for help. (20 RT 3842.)

When Jetmore reached the living room area, the man tackled her to the
ground and tried to rip off her clothes. (20 RT 3842-3843.) Jetmore said, “Bill,
just let me go. I won’t tell anybody.” (20 RT 3843.) The man seemed to
respond to the name “Bill.” (20 RT 3850.) He said more than once that he
“just wanted to fuck” Jetmore. (20 RT 3843, 20 RT 3895-3896.) At some
point while Jetmore was on her back, she felt the man’s finger in her mouth.
(20 RT 3843.) She bit down as hard as she could, breaking one of her teeth.
(20 RT 3843, 3892-3893.) The man pulled back his hand, and Jetmore was
able to get up and run to the front door. (20 RT 3844.)

She was still fumbling with the door locks when the man again wrestled
her to the ground and attempted to rip off her clothes as she struggled. (20 RT
3844.) The man’s glasses came off. (20 RT 3844.) As Jetmore pleaded,
“Please, just let me go,” the man agreed if she would help him find his glasses.
(20 RT 3845.) Jetmore scanned the area with her flashlight and located the
glasses on the floor. (20 RT 3846.) When the man told her to get them, she
said, “No. You get them.” (20 RT 3846.) When the man went for his glasses,
Jetmore ran out the front door and toward the bar across the street. (20 RT
3846-3847.)

Jetmore ran into the street and stopped an approaching car, which
happened to be carrying two men she knew. (20 RT 3847.) The man on the

passenger side noticed blood on Jetmore’s face and saw Jetmore’s attacker



getting into his car. (20 RT 3847.) He pulled out a pistol and fired two or three
shots toward her attacker. (20 RT 3847.) Jetmore did not contact police that
night because she was scared. (20 RT 3848.) Within the next week, Jetmore
moved to her mother’s house in Perris Valley. (20 RT 3849.)

A week or two after the attack, Jetmore learned that someone from the
Sheriff’s Department Lake Elsinore station wanted to speak with her. (20 RT
3849.) Around 5:05 p.m. on January 20, 1989, Jetmore called Riverside
County Sheriff’s Department Detective Lawrence Detective Nielsen and told
him about the attack.? (20 RT 3817-3818, 3833, 3849-3851, 3875-3876, 3906-
3908.) The telephone conversation lasted 10 to 15 minutes. (20 RT 3909.)
Jetmore told Detective Nielsen that her attacker seemed familiar to her, as if she
had seen him before. (20 RT 3850-3851.)

Jetmore described the assailant as having round, metal-framed glasses
with thick lenses. (20 RT 3876-3877, 3909, 3911.) She may also have said the
frames were gold- or brass-colored, and that the man had a silver belt buckle
bearing the name “Bill.” (20 RT 3877, 3887, 3909.) The man had short,
neatly-combed, reddish-brown hair and a thick mustache. (20 RT 3878, 3909.)
Jetmore estimated he weighed 175 to 180 pounds and stood about five feet, ten
inches tall. (20 RT 3850, 3879-3880, 3909.) The man drove what Jetmore
thought to be a small, newer-model station wagon. (20 RT 3909-3910.)
Jetmore was confident she would be able to identify her attacker. (20 RT 3854,
3897.)

On February 15, 1989, Jetmore and her mother moved to Siskiyou
County. (20 RT 3866.)

2. Detective Nielsen worked out the of the Sheriff’s Department Lake
Elsinore station. The detective was unaware that Jetmore had been attacked
when she contacted him. He knew Jetmore from patrolling the Lake Elsinore
area. (20 RT 3906-3908.)



B. Suff’s Silver Mitsubishi Van That Bore Licence Plate
Number BILSUF1

In March 1989, Suff moved out of Ashley’s home and into a two-
bedroom apartment in the Morrow Way complex where he had lived before his
motorcycle accident. (29 RT 5756-5757, 5768; 31 RT 6230.)

With the money Suff gained from the settlement of his accident (29 RT
5758), he bought a new Mitsubishi van from Riverside Mitsubishi on April 14,
1989 (30 RT 6110-6111). Mitsubishi made only one model of van in 1989,
which came only with a gray or brown interior. (30 RT 6117.) The exterior
color of Suff’s van was “ascot silver,” with gray velour seats and gray velour
interior carpeting. (30 RT 6112.) It had bucket front seats, a second row of
bucket seats, and a bench seat in the back. (30 RT 6113;31 RT 6329-6330; see
also 31 RT 6267.) The second-row seats could swivel like captain’s chairs.
(B0RT 6113;31 RT 6329.) Suff sometimes would remove various seats in the
van. (31 RT 6329-6330.)

Inside the van, Suff kept a sleeping bag that was blue on the outside and
red on the inside, and white stuffing was coming out of rips in the fabric.
(31 RT 6360; 37 RT 7967-7968.) Suff also had a green blanket, a gold pillow,
and a multicolored knit afghan of red, blue, and black. (31 RT 6360.)

The standard tires on Suff’s van would have been Yokohama Y382 all-
season tires. (30 RT 6114-6116.) On November 9, 1989, Suff had two
Armstrong Coronet Ultra Trac tires installed by Costco Wholesale Tire
installation on Magnolia Avenue. (30 RT 6169-6171, 6175; 31 RT 6363-
6364.) The tires were mounted on the left and right front of his vehicle, with
licence plate number BILSUF1. (30 RT 6169-6171.) The vehicle milage noted
on the form was 21,473 miles. (30 RT 6173.)

During Memorial Day weekend in May 1991, Suff drove his van to Paso
Robles to help his wife’s parents move there from Rialto. (31 RT 6345-6346,
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6366-6367.) After one of his tires went flat, Suff bought a used tire from
Wayne’s Tires in Paso Robles. (31 RT 6367-6368.)

On December 6, 1991, Suff and his wife Cheryl went to Costco, where
Suff bought two tires for his van. (31 RT 6360-6361; see also 30 RT 6155,
6157.) The Uniroyal Tiger Paw XTM tires were mounted on the right front and
right rear of Suff’s silver 1989 Mitsubishi van, license plate number BILSUF1.
(30RT 6165-6167.) A dent in the right side of the van and mileage of 90,001
were noted on the paperwork. (30 RT 6167.)

C. Murder Of Kimberly Lyttle (Count 1), June 1989

Kimberly Lyttle was a prostitute and drug user who normally “worked”
Main Street in Lake Elsinore. (21 RT 3964, 3969.) Leann Fults dated the
father of Lyttle’s daughter and had known Lyttle for about nine years. (21 RT
3972.) Fults last heard from Lyttle on June 26, 1989, the day before Lyttle’s
birthday. (21 RT 3973.) Lyttle had called and arranged to pick up her daughter
for a birthday dinner the next day, but never showed. (21 RT 3974.)

On June 28, 1989, two workers on a lunch break from a construction site
discovered a body near a tree, in some shrubbery off of a dirt road called “Lost
Road” in the Canyon Ranch development of Lake Elsinore, near Sedco Hills.
(21 RT 3976-3981, 3984-3988, 4005-4007.)

Suff had only recently separated from Bonnie Ashley (29 RT 5756,
5758), with whom he remained friendly (29 RT 5758, 5768), and who lived in
the Sedco Hills area, two- to two and a half miles from where the body was
found. (21 RT 4008-4009, 4012.) Suff occasionally took Lost Road from
Ashley’s home to his mother’s house in Cottonwood Canyon. (29 RT 5744.)

Senior Investigator Robert Creed of the Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department, Lake Elsinore Sheriff’s Station, identified the body as Lyttle’s. (21
RT 4009-4010.) She was 30 years old. (27 RT 5370.)
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Lyttle’s body was dressed in pink shorts, black socks, and a blue,
Western-style shirt with snaps down the front and on the sleeves. (21 RT 3965-
3966, 3993, 3995; 31 RT 6269-6271.) A pair of “flip-flop” sandals were also
nearby. (21 RT 3956, 3994, 4000-4001.)

Janice Farmer, Lyttle’s close friend, was familiar with the kind of clothes
Lyttle wore. (21 RT 3964-3966.) Farmer recognized Lyttle’s pink shorts and
flip-flops but found it odd for Lyttle to be wearing black socks. (21 RT 3965-
3966.) Farmer also did not recognize the Western-style shirt as something
Lyttle would wear. (21 RT 3966.)

Forensic pathologist Dr. Sara Reddy performed the autopsy on Lyttle on
July 1, 1989. (27 RT 5369.) Lyttle was five feet, seven and a half inches and
weighed 113.5 pounds. (27 RT 5370.)

A toxicology report indicated Lyttle had no alcohol in her system but
tested positive for a class of drugs called benzodiazepines (e.g. Valium, Xanax,
Libirium; 140 nanograms) as well as opiates (e.g. morphine, Codeine; 480
nanograms) and free or unconjugated morphine? (80 nanograms per milliliter
of blood).¥ (27 RT 5462.) Such levels would tend to calm or sedate a person,
but would not be toxic. (27 RT 5469.)

Lyttle’s body had displayed early decomposition changes such as
discoloration of the body to greenish-black, slight bloating, and early stages of
maggots. (27 RT 5370-5371.) This affected Dr. Reddy’s ability to detect small

findings such as the presence of petechial hemorrhages® in Lyttle’s eyes and

3. After heroin is injected into the body, it is metabolized into morphine.
(27 RT 5265.) Morphine can also result from the metabolism of Codeine. (27
RT 5276.)

4. One nanogram is one billionth of a gram. (27 RT 5463.)

5. A petechial hemorrhage is a pinpoint hemorrhage that occurs in the
eyes or lips when the neck is choked or pressure is otherwise applied to the
vein, preventing the return of blood to the heart. (26 RT 5129-5130.) Thus,
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lips. (27 RT 5371, 5384.) From the condition of the body, Dr. Reddy estimated
Lyttle had been dead for about three days. (27 RT 5376, 5386-5387.)
Although Dr. Reddy did not find any needle tracks, the decomposition of the
body could have obscured such marks. (27 RT 5383-5384.)

On Lyttle’s neck were numerous scratch marks of a semilunar shape,
indicative of fingernail marks, which appeared to have occurred antemortem,
while she was still alive. (27 RT 5371-5372, 5378-5380.) The fingernail marks
on Lyttle’s neck appeared to have been inflicted by both the perpetrator while
strangling her and by Lyttle, possibly as she tried to free herself from the
perpetrator. (27 RT 5377, 5379.) There were also some bruises on her neck.
(27 RT 5372.) Under the skin of Lyttle’s neck, Dr. Reddy observed small
hemorrhages in the muscles of the right side, on the right thyroid cartilage of the
larynx (commonly known as the “Adam’s apple”), and on the hyoid bone
(located just above the thyroid cartilage). (27 RT 5373-5375, 5380.) The hyoid
bone was fractured on both sides.f (27 RT 5373, 5375.)

Hemorrhaging was also present underneath Lyttle’s scalp, a little above
the forehead, where it was bruised. (27 RT 5375.) Such an injury was
consistent with the antemortem blunt-force trauma of being hit on the head. (27
RT 5376.)

Three reddish, round abrasions were present on Lyttle’s arms and other

parts of her body which were “clearly indicative of characteristic cigarette

pathologists normally look for petechial hemorrhage in determining whether a
victim was choked or strangled (26 RT 5129-5130), however, petechial
hemorrhages are not always present or visible in such cases. (26 RT 5203.)

6. Fracture of the hyoid bone or thyroid cartilage is usually associated
with manual strangulation, which is strangulation using the hands. (26 RT
5134-5135,5188-5189, 5227.) Some pathologists are of the opinion, however,
that such an injury does not indicate any greater likelihood of one method of
strangulation over another. (26 RT 5202.)
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burns” that Dr. Reddy had seen in other cases. (27 RT 5372-5373, 5385-5386,
5391.) Some of the cigarette burns appeared to have been made through
clothing. (27 RT 5385-5386.) The burns were fresh wounds, likely inflicted
prior to Lyttle’s death. (27 RT 5391.) Lyttle’s forearms also bore deep healing
wounds and scars which appeared to have been present for more than a few
weeks before her death. (27 RT 5384-5385.) There were no restraint marks on
Lyttle’s wrists. (27 RT 5379-5380.)

Dr. Reddy concluded that Lyttle died of asphyxia due to strangulation.
(27 RT 5376.) Based on the absence of ligature marks, coupled with the
fingernail marks, small bruises, and the fracture of the hyoid bone, Dr. Reddy
opined Lyttle had been strangled by hand, or manually, rather than with a
ligature. (27 RT 5377, 5381, 5383.) Dr. Reddy believed Lyttle was strangled
from the front, but could not determine if the perpetrator was right- or left-

handed. (27 RT 5382.)

D. Murder Of Tina Leal (Count 2), December 1989

In December 1989, Suff moved out of the Morrow Way apartment to an
apartment on Chestnut Street in Lake Elsinore. (29 RT 5756; 31 RT 6230-
62331, 6245.)

On December 12, 1989, Tina Leal and a man named “Scooter” smoked
rock cocaine with Leal’s brother Jesse at the Leal home on East Sixth Street in
Perris.Z (21 RT 4040-4041, 4045-4047.) Later, after Scooter left, and Leal
smoking some more rock cocaine, she got dressed. (21 RT 4040-4041, 4045.)
Jesse guessed it was after 6:00 or 7:00 p.m., because it was dark outside. (21
RT 4041.) He recalled seeing Leal change into blue pants, purple and white
socks, black and white tennis shoes, and his brown trench coat. (21 RT 4042-

7. Because Jesse Leal has the same surname as his sister Tina Leal,
Jesse will be referred to by his first name to avoid confusion.
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4043.) Jesse walked Leal up the street. (21 RT 4045,4047.) He did not know
where Leal went, nor could he recall what time he last saw her. (21 RT 4047.)

Around 12:30 p.m. the next day, Jimmy Going and his wife were taking
a drive along Goetz Road and onto “old” Goetz Road when they found the
body was of a female whose arms were tucked inside the T-shirt she was
wearing. (21 RT 4026-4028.) Going and his wife backed the car to the main
road, drove about three or four miles to the Quail Valley Fire Department, and
reported the body. (21 RT 4029.) The couple returned to the scene, where
Sheriff’s Department personnel interviewed them and photographed the soles
of their shoes. (21 RT 4029-4030.)

Detective Nielsen, who had investigated the Jetmore attempted murder,
was one of the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department personnel who
investigated the crime scene. (21 RT 4013-4021; 22 RT 4075.) The area was
very hilly and rural, and appeared to be used as an illegal dumping area. (21 RT
4016, 4053-4054; 22 RT 4085, 4088.) Detective Nielsen identified and later
confirmed the body was of Leal. (21 RT 4021-4022; see also 21 RT 4039.)
She was 23 years old. (27 RT 5392.)

Leal’s body was dressed with her socks pulled inside-out and up over
her pant legs, and her arms were tucked inside the Kings Canyon T-shirt she
was wearing. (21 RT 4056; 22 RT 4082; 34 RT 6990.) She was not wearing
shoes, and there were drag marks in the dirt from her heels and dirt on her
socks. (21 RT 4057-4058.)

Although there were no cuts or holes in the T-shirt, Leal had stab
wounds to the upper center of her chest and a cut around the areola of one of
her breasts. (21 RT 4056-4057.) Around Leal’s neck was a thin line of
bruising, indicating the use of a ligature. (21 RT 4057.) She also had two-inch-

wide marks on her wrists from what appeared to be adhesive from tape,
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possibly duct tape, indicating her wrists may have been bound. (22 RT 4082,
4085.)

At the scene, forensic technicians photographed tire and shoe
impressions around the body, in addition to collecting other evidence. (21 RT
4058, 4061-4070; see also 22 RT 4080, 4087-4088.) Criminalist Ricci
Cooksey of the California Department of Justice collected trace evidence from
Leal’s exposed body parts and clothing. (22 RT 4078-4081.)

The day after Leal’s body was recovered, criminalist Cooksey met with
Detective Nielsen at the Riverside County Coroner’s office and collected more
trace evidence from Leal’s body and clothing. (22 RT 4081-4082.) Cooksey
collected thick fibers, later determined to be from vegetation, from Leal’s hair.
(22 RT 4084.) “Rape kit” samples were collected from Leal, but no sperm cells
were detected. (22 RT 4083-4084.)

Dr. Reddy conducted the autopsy the following day, December 15, 1989.
(27 RT 5392.) Detective Nielsen was also present. (30 RT 6038-6039.) Leal
was four feet, eleven inches tall and weighed 86 pounds. (27 RT 5392.) Her
wrists and ankles showed bands of redness, indicative of the wrists and ankles
being bound by a ligature. (27 RT 5399, 5411.)

Leal had scratch marks on her chin and face, and a black left eye.
(27 RT 5393.) The injuries appeared to have occurred prior to her death and
were consistent with Leal being struck in the face. (27 RT 5393, 5403-5404.)

There were linear abrasions on the front of the neck and to some extent
on the back of the neck, which were consistent with the use of a ligature prior
to Leal’s death. (27 RT 5393-5396, 5404-5405.) Dr. Reddy also observed
petechial hemorrhaging in Leal’s eyes. (27 RT 5394-5395.) In addition, Leal
had hemorrhages behind her esophagus and in her neck muscle. (27 R1 5401-
5402.) Dr. Reddy was unable to determine whether Leal had been strangled
from the front or from behind. (27 RT 5405.)
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Also on Leal’s neck were crusted, recent needle tracks. (27 RT 5411-
5412.) Her toxicology report indicated 1,300 nanograms of cocaine; 2,400
nanograms of benzylecognine, a metabolite of cocaine; 100 nanograms of
opiates; and 250 nanograms of methamphetamine, per milliliter of blood.
(27 RT 5412, 5463.) While the cocaine level was very high, benzylecognine
has no effect on the body. (27 RT 5470.) In addition, though a cocaine level
of 500 nanograms per milliliter could be toxic to some people (27 RT 5470),
the more a person uses a drug, the more tolerance they have for it.

A cutting type of knife wound close to the nipple of Leal’s left breast
appeared to have been inflicted prior to her death. (27 RT 5395-5396.) Four
stab wounds measuring from 4/16 inch to 8/16 inch in length were visible at the
center of Leal’s chest and appeared to also be antemortem. (27 RT 5396-5397,
5400.) Two of the stab wounds were three to four inches deep, penetrating her
heart; the other two were only superficial. (27 RT 5397.) The measurements
of the stab wounds indicated the knife blade was at least three to four inches
long and 7/16 to 8/16 inch wide. (27 RT 5397, 5407, 5409, 5413.) Dr. Reddy
did not see any hilt marks near the stab wounds. (27 RT 5397, 5409.) Below
the stab wounds was an abrasion consistent with a scratch from the knife. (27
RT 5397.)

Leal had additional lacerations to the vagina and a stab wound to the
pubic area. (27 RT 5400.) The two lacerations, which are usually caused by
blunt force, measured 3/4 inch to one inch in length and penetrated about 1/4
inch into the vaginal area. (27 RT 5400.) The stab wound was to the left side
of the pubic area and measured 1/2 inch in length and approximately one inch
deep. (27 RT 5401.) The lacerations and stab wound likely occurred prior to
Leal’s death. (27 RT 5401.)

A 95-watt GE Miser lightbulb had been inserted into Leal’s uterus and
was recovered intact. (27 RT 5402-5403, 5411, 5414-5415; 30 RT 6039-6042,
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6044.) No latent fingerprints were found on the lightbulb. (30 RT 6044.) Dr.
Reddy was unable to determine whether the bulb was inserted before or after
Leal’s death. (27 RT 5403.)

Based on her findings, Dr. Reddy concluded Leal died from asphyxia
due to ligature strangulation, as well as stab wounds to the heart. (27 RT 5394,
5402, 5406-5407.)

E. Murder Of Darla Ferguson (Count 3), January 1990

Darla Ferguson frequently visited a man named Barney Mains, who until
his death in 1993, employed a home caretaker named Vivian Rudley.¥ (22 RT
4147-4150.) Rudley knew Ferguson only by her first name. (22 RT 4148-
4149.) Ferguson stopped by to see Mains nearly every moming. (22 RT 4151,
4154-4155.)

About January 14 or 15, 19902, as Rudley left Mains’s house for the
day, Ferguson asked Rudley for a ride to 11th Street in Perris. (22 RT 4151,
4153.) Rudley left with Ferguson around 4:00 p.m. (22 RT 4151-4152.) The
next morning, Ferguson did not visit Mains. (22 RT 4152.) Mains became
concerned by Ferguson’s absence and Rudley drove him around Sun City to
every place he had previously picked up Ferguson, but the search was fruitless.
(22 RT 4152-4153.)

On the moming of January 18, 1990, Elouise Garcia was driving through
Cottonwood Canyon with two of her children, when her nine-year-old son
insisted that he had seen “legs.” (22 RT 4091.) After turning the car around,
Garcia saw legs in the bushes 15 to 20 feet from the road. (22 RT 4091-4092.)

8. Mains passed away before Suff’s trial. (22 RT 4150.)

9. Rudley testified that three or four days after she last saw Ferguson,
Mains was told that Ferguson’s body had been found. (22 RT 4153.)
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Without exiting the car, Garcia drove straight home, at most four or five
minutes away, and called 911. (22 RT 4092.) Garcia escorted the responding
Riverside County Sheriff’s deputy with her own car, pointed to the body from
inside her car, and immediately returned home. (22 RT 4092, 4094-4095.)

The body was in a rural area, lying in heavy brush about 19 to 20 feet
north of Cottonwood Canyon Road, which at the time was a dirt road. (22 RT
4096-4098, 4103-4105,4109.) The body was an area that appeared to be used
for illegal dumping of trash and vehicles. (22 RT 4096, 4118.)

Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Investigator Chris Antoniadis
took control of the scene around 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. (22 RT 4103, 4105-
4106.) Prior to approaching the body, Investigator Antoniadis directed his
investigative team to examine the surrounding area and roadway for tire tracks,
shoe prints, clothing, and other evidence. (22 RT 4106-4107, 4110; 23 RT
4241; see also 22 RT 4125-4136; 23 RT 4234-4235.)

The area was damp from the previous night’s rain. (22 RT 4121.) Only
one “set” of tire impressions — from two tires of one vehicle — was located near
the body. (22 RT 4107, 4117-4118, 4121, 4131-4134; 23 RT 4242-4243,
4248.) The tread design of the two tires did not match. (23 RT 4242-4243,
4248.) The location of the tire impressions was consistent with someone
having pulled off of the roadway and directly next to where the body was
located. (22 RT 4131-4132; see also 23 RT 4248.) The impressions were
photographed and their location sketched. (22 RT 4129-4130, 4132-4133,
4140-4141; 23 RT 4244.)

Some partial shoe prints were also located and similarly documented.
(22 RT 4117-4118, 4132-4134; 23 RT 4244-4245, 4248-4249.) The shoe
impressions were not close enough to the tire impressions to be consistent with
someone stepping out of a car at the side of the road. (22 RT 4143.) None of
the victim’s clothing or personal items were found. (22 RT 4410.)
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From the victim’s fingerprints, Investigator Antoniadis identified her as
Darla Ferguson. (22 RT 4113.) She was 23 years old. (27 RT 5416.)

Ferguson’s legs had been propped up. (22 RT 4098, 4110.) A plastic
garbage bag covered the upper torso of her body and was tied at the waist with
a white hemp rope. (22 RT 4100,4110-4112,4134-4135.) Under the garbage
bag, Ferguson’s arms were crossed over her upper torso. (22 RT 4112)
Though the area around Ferguson’s body was off of a dirt road and thick with
brush, the bottoms of her feet were clean. (22 RT 44115-4116, 4119.) The
garbage bag was examined for trace evidence (23 RT 4236) and for fingerprints
(22 RT 4115, 4119, 4136; 23 RT 4245), but no usable prints were recovered
(22 RT 4139).

Trace evidence was collected from the exposed lower portion of
Ferguson’s body prior to the removal of the garbage bag. (23 RT 4236, 4251.)
After the bag was removed, trace evidence was collected from Ferguson’s
upper body, including what appeared to be a paint chip on her chin, a hair on
her abdomen, and short, dark-colored hair stuck in blood on her arm. (23 RT
4237-4239, 4249-4250.) Vaginal swabs were also collected. (23 RT 4250-
4251.)

Two days later, Dr. Reddy performed the autopsy on Ferguson’s body.
(27 RT 5416.) Ferguson was five feet, ten inches tall and weighed 105 pounds.
(27 RT 5416.) She had needle tracks on both arms. (27 RT 5427.) Toxicology
results showed 300 nanograms of unconjugated morphine per milliliter of
blood. (27 RT 5464.) Based on the condition of Ferguson’s body, the
information provided by the coroner, and her own observations of the body, Dr.
Reddy gave a very rough and qualified estimate that Ferguson had been dead
between 24 and 48 hours prior to her body being refrigerated. (27 RT 5429-
5431.) |
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Bands of redness around Ferguson’s wrists, indicative of the use of
ligature or other restraint, appeared to have occurred before her death. (22 RT
4114; 27 RT 5419, 5421, 5426-5427.) Ferguson’s right wrist had three
abrasions, suggesting the application of some sort of trauma or force. (27 RT
5426.) Scratch marks on her arms also occurred antemortem. (27 RT 5421.)

Dr. Reddy found a hemorrhage underneath Ferguson’s scalp, to the left
side of the top of her skull, which was consistent with a blunt-force trauma
inflicted before death. (27 RT 5422.)

Petechial hemorrhaging was present in Ferguson’s right eye and lips.
(27 RT 5417.) Dr. Reddy also found hemorrhage on the thyroid cartilage in her
neck. (27 RT 5419-5420.) Under both sides of her jaw was bruising that may
have been caused either from the strangulation or blunt-force injury inflicted
before Ferguson’s death. (27 RT 5419.) The skin of Ferguson’s neck was
bruised and imprinted with a pattern abrasion consistent with cloth. (27 RT
5417-5418, 5426.) The bruising appeared to have occurred before death. (27
RT 5419.) From the interrupted pattern of linear abrasions on Ferguson’s neck,
Dr. Reddy opined a ligature was likely used. (27 RT 5425.) Ferguson also had
scratch marks consistent with fingernail marks on her neck and hemorrhages in
the neck muscles and pharynx. (27 RT 5418-5420.)

From the combination of the amount of hemorrhage and the cloth
imprint on her neck, Dr. Reddy opined Ferguson was strangled both manually
and with a ligature, or she was strangled manually after a cloth or clothing was
placed on her neck. (27 RT 5426; see 22 RT 4113; see also 23 RT 4239-4240.)
In addition, Ferguson’s tongue was protruding and bitten between her teeth,
indicating asphyxia. (27 RT 5421.) Dr. Reddy determined the cause of death
to be asphyxia due to strangulation. (27 RT 5421.)

21



F. Murder Of Carol Miller (Count 4), February 1990

Carol Miller lived in an apartment on Mennes Avenue in Rubidoux and
worked as a prostitute. (22 RT 4202-4203, 4206.) On February 6, 1990, Miller
spent some of the afternoon with her friend and former roommate, Phyllis
Hernandez, at an abandoned house where Hernandez had been staying. (22 RT
4203, 4207.) The house, on Sixth Street in Riverside, was known as “the
shooting gallery,” because addicts would go there to “shoot up” or stay if they
had nowhere else. (22 RT 4203-4204.)

Miller was a heroin user. (22 RT 4206.) That day, Miller was wearing
a blouse, jeans, gold chains, bracelets, an anklet, and a purse she had fashioned
for herself. (22 RT 4204-4205.) Hernandez left the house around 4:30 p.m.
(22 RT 4204.) Around 9:00 p.m., she saw Miller get into a small blue car with
a Caucasian man. (22 RT 4205-4206.) She and Miller had earlier arranged to
meet that evening and spend the night together, but Miller never showed. (22
RT 4205.)

Suff owned a blue Toyota Celica. (38 RT 8206, 8211.)

About 8:00 a.m. two days later, Natoco Groves employees Lloyd Ward
and Louie Sanchez discovered a body in the grapefruit grove. (22 RT 4159-
4163, 4166-4167, 4171.) Aside from a black T-shirt covering the face, the
body was naked. (23 RT 4274; see also 22 RT 4186, 4198.) The men walked
to about 40 or 50 feet from the body, decided the person might be dead, then
drove to the ranch’s headquarters and reported their discovery to the office. (22
RT 4164, 4171.)

The grove manager arrived within 15 minutes, parked on the main road,
and walked to about 15 feet from the body, just to verify it was not a
mannequin. (22 RT 4173-4174.) Having previously discovered human bodies
at Natoco Groves, he knew to keep his distance. (22 RT 4175.) While Ward

22



and Sanchez kept others clear of the area, the manager left to call the Riverside
County Sheriff’s Department. (22 RT 4174-4175.)

The area of the grapefruit grove around the body was an isolated
location off of the main road, serviced only by small dirt roads where the
company had an ongoing problem with people dumping trash. (22 RT 4173-
4175, 4177- 4178, 4181-4182, 4184-4185, 4192-4193, 4211, 4215-4216,
4229.) The body had not been seen there the previous day. (22 RT 4175.)

Personnel from the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department and the
California Department of Justice processed the area for tire and shoe
impressions, trace evidence, and other evidence. (22 RT 4195-4196, 4210,
4214, 4220; 23 RT 4256-4257, 4283, 4410.) Investigators documented a
number of relevant shoe and tire impressions. (22 RT 4196, 4216-4224, 4226-
4227, 4229, 23 RT 4258-4267, 4284-4285.) Photographs were also taken of
the shoe soles of the Natoco Groves personnel who first saw the body (22 RT
4165, 4176, 4183, 4217; 23 RT 4287), as well as of the tires of their vehicles
(22 RT 4217; 23 RT 4287).

Attempts to recover usable latent fingerprints from the victim’s body
were unsuccessful, as were attempts to recover comparable fingerprints from
a Shasta soda can and milk carton found near the body. (22 RT 4212-4213,
4223; 23 RT 4268-4269.) The victim’s fingerprints identified her as Carol
Miller. (23 RT 4291-4292.) She was 35 years old. (27 RT 5435.)

While at the scene, a criminalist collected trace evidence and vaginal
swab samples from Miller’s body. (23 RT 4268-4270, 4277-4280, 4410.) No
drag marks were apparent near the body (22 RT 4225-4226; 23 RT 4283), but
dirt and abrasions were visible on Miller’s right knee and right forearm (23 RT
4275-4276). From the location of the dirt and abrasions and their similarities,
as well as the absence of the same elsewhere on her body, it appeared Miller

was either dropped or dragged along her right side. (23 RT 4276, 4289.)
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Dr. Reddy conducted the autopsy the following morning. (27 RT 5435.)
Miller was five feet, one inch tall and weighed 122 pounds. (27 RT 5435.)
Circumferential bruising and redness of varying width was evident around both
of Miller’s wrists, consistent with having been bound or tied with a ligature
before her death. (22 RT 4199- 4200; 23 RT 4276-4277, 4289; 27 RT 5438,
5445-5446.)

Miller also had old needle tracks on her arms, consistent with
intravenous drug use. (27 RT 5438, 5448.) There were no fresh needle marks.
(27 RT 5448-5449.) The toxicology report showed 100 nanograms of opiates
per milliliter of blood, but no unconjugated morphine. (27 RT 5464-5465.)

Numerous small, irregularly-shaped scratch-type marks were present in
the front of Miller’s left thigh, both knees, in the back of both thighs and
forelegs, behind the right ankle, and in the back of the left upper arm. (27 RT
5441.) The marks appeared to have occurred before Miller’s death. (27 RT
5441.)

Miller had no significant hemorrhaging under the skin of her neck or in
the throat organs, and her thyroid cartilage and hyoid bone were intact. (27 RT
5440, 5446.) However, she had petechial hemorrhages in her eyes, right eyelid,
and lower lip. (27 RT 5435-5436.) The frenulum of Miller’s lip — which
attaches the upper lip to the gums — was torn, and an abrasion measuring 1 1/2
inches long and 1/4 inch wide was visible on her upper lip. (27 RT 5439-5440,
5454.) Such injuries were consistent with Miller struggling while something,
probably a hand, was placed over her mouth smothering her. (27 RT 5440-
5441, 5446-5447.) The black T-shirt covering Miller’s face could have been
used to apply pressure to Miller’s mouth and to smother her. (27 RT 5454-
5455; see 22 RT 4199.)

Due to the lack of trauma to Miller’s neck and the lack of other evidence

of strangling, Dr. Reddy opined Miller was smothered rather than strangled.
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(27 RT 5447-5448.) Dried blood inside both ears and on the face could have
been caused by bleeding resulting from asphyxia due to smothering. (27 RT
5448.)

Miller was stabbed five times in the chest area. (27 RT 5438; see also
22 RT 4199; 23 RT 4274-4275.) All five stab wounds penetrated Miller’s
sternal plate, and three penetrated her heart. (27 RT 5444; see also 27 RT
5438.) The resulting bleeding indicated that she was alive during the stabbing
(27 RT 5441-5442), possibly while lying down at the crime scene (23 RT 4275,
4407-4408). On Miller’s chest appeared to be a wipe mark of smeared blood
from a wide knife or other cutting instrument. (22 RT 4199.) The two deepest
stab wounds measured about three inches deep, while the others were one to
two inches deep. (27 RT 5438, 5443.) No hilt marks were apparent on the
body. (27 RT 5439, 5444-5445.) To have caused such wounds, the blade
would have measured at least three inches long and about a half-inch wide, and
would have had a single cutting edge. (27 RT 5443-5445, 5454.) The blade
entered straight into Miller’s body from the front. (27 RT 5439, 5448.) Dr.
Reddy concluded Miller died of stab wounds to the chest, with signs of
asphyxia. (27 RT 5442.)

Miller’s stomach contained 200 cc of partially-digested food. (27 RT
5449-5450.) Based on all the information available to her, Dr. Reddy roughly
estimated Miller had been dead between 24 and 48 hours prior to the body
being refrigerated. (27 RT 5453-5454.)

G. Suff’s Marriage To Cheryl Lewis, March 1990

In February 1990, Suff began dating 18-year-old Cheryl Lewis, who
worked at the nearby Circle K store.!? (31 RT 6321-6323.) Between the end

10. Because most of the trial witnesses who mentioned Cheryl Lewis
used only her first name, and to avoid confusion with another witness with the
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of February and beginning of March 1990, Cheryl moved into Suff’s Chestnut
Street apartment. (31 RT 6324.)

On March 17, 1990, Suff and Cheryl married. (31 RT 6323.) Suff was
still working for Riverside County, at the warehouse on Washington Street. (31
RT 6324.) Suff usually left for work about 6:00 or 6:30 a.m. and would return
around 5:30 or 6:00 p.m. (31 RT 6397-6398.) Sometimes Cheryl was still
asleep when Suff left. (31 RT 6399, 6401.)

In June or July 1990, Suff bought a new pair of metal-frame tinted
glasses, but continued to occasionally wear his original pair of metal-frame
glasses. (31 RT 6343-6344.)

In September 1990, the couple moved to Cheryl’s parents’ house on
Eucalyptus Street in Rialto. (31 RT 6325.) Around that time, Cheryl had a
Toyota car. (31 RT 6330-6331.) A couple months later, Cheryl’s brother
bought the car. (31 RT 6331.)

Cheryl became pregnant in October 1990. (31 RT 6329, 6331.)

H. Murder Of Cheryl Coker (Count 5), November 1990

In October 1990, Cheryl Coker and her husband, Boyd, were staying at
Westward Ho Motel on University Avenue in Riverside.l! (23 RT 4294.) Both
used cocaine and heroin on a daily basis, and Coker engaged in prostitution.
(23 RT 4295, 4308-4309.) Coker had been “working” University Avenue for
about three years. (23 RT 4297-4298.) Normally, Boyd would stay out of the
room until Coker was finished with a “john,” then Coker would meet Boyd to
give him the money to buy more drugs. (23 RT 4295, 4300, 4302.) Boyd

would return to the room, the couple would use the drugs together, and the

same surname, Suff’s now ex-wife is referenced here by first name.
11. For clarity, Boyd Coker is referenced by first name only.
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cycle would repeat. (23 RT 4295-4296.) Coker would typically have four or
five customers in one evening. (23 RT 4301-4302.)

Around 8:00 p.m. on October 30, 1990, Coker gave Boyd $60 to buy
cocaine. (23 RT 4296, 4302.) Coker told Boyd she was going back out to earn
money for the next morning’s heroin. (23 RT 4296-4297.) Boyd left to buy
cocaine, and Coker turned around and walked back up University Avenue. (23
RT 4297.) She was wearing a striped top, black jogging pants, and black
slippers. (23 RT 4298.) Boyd returned to the motel room with the cocaine
about 20 minutes later, but Coker never came back. (23 RT 4299, 4302.) It
was very unusual for Coker to stay out overnight while prostituting, without
informing Boyd. (23 RT 4299, 4302.)

For the days that followed, Boyd went out to University Avenue
searching for Coker and asking other prostitutes if they had seen her. (23 RT
4299-4300.) Two days after Coker’s disappearance, one of the prostitutes told
a vice detective that Coker was missing. (23 RT 4303.) Boyd did not
personally report his wife’s disappearance because he did not want any contact
with police, due to his criminal activity and prior criminal history. (23 RT
4303-4304.)

Late in the morning on November 6, 1990, Randolph Claunch was
installing a laminating machine for HMT Manufacturing on Palmyrita Avenue
in Riverside, and was having difficulty making the machine level. (23 RT
4311-4312.) Claunch walked out to the trash enclosure to look for a piece of
wood to level the machine, as he had noticed some wooden pallets that had
been placed in front of the Dumpster sometime between 4:00 p.m. the previous

day and 10:30 a.m. that moming. (23 RT 4311-4313, 4322-4325))
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One of the doors to the dumpster was open, and the front area was filled
with debris and tree branches.!? (23 RT 4314, 4330-4331, 4347.) Finding no
loose wood from the pallets, Claunch looked inside the dumpster and saw a foot
sticking out from undemeath some of the branches. (23 RT 4312-4313.) Since
Halloween had just passed, Claunch at first thought the foot belonged to a
mannequin or a dummy, but realized when he touched one of the toes that the
body was human. (23 RT 4313-4315.) He called 911. (23 RT 4315-4316.)

Detective Mark Boyer of the Riverside Police Department, who at the
time was the detective in charge of investigating the crime scene, arrived after
other law enforcement personnel around 12:10 p.m. (23 RT 4336-4339.)
Under Detective Boyer’s direction, members of the investigative team
photographed and documented the crime scene and any relevant evidence.
(23 RT 4339, 4341-4343; see also 23 RT 4345-4347,4351, 4352-4355, 4358,
4366.)

None of the victim’s clothing or identification was found at the scene or
in the nearby orange groves. (23 RT 4341-4343.) Detective Boyer later
identified the victim, through her fingerprints, as Cheryl Coker. (23 RT 4339-
4340.) She was 33 years old. (26 RT 5132.)

Coker’s body was partially outside the open doorway of the dumpster,
underneath some vegetation. (23 RT 4347-4348; 31 RT 6427.) Investigators
were unable to match the vegetation in the dumpster with any trees or shrubs
on the property. (23 RT 4357.) Most of Coker’s body was lying outside of the
dumpster enclosure, with her head roughly in line with the hinged doorway.
(23 RT 4348.) Near her feet was a used condom. (23 RT 4350-4351, 4355,
4361, 4378-4379.) Her hands were “partially mummified,” as they were very

12. Another witness recalled the door to the dumpster was only slightly
ajar on November 1, and noticed the door was open wider on November 6
around 5:40 am. (23 RT 4332, 4334 )
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dry and beginning to wrinkle, and the body showed a degree of decomposition.
(26 RT 5134; see also 23 RT 4349, 4375-4376.) A large amount of blood had
collected in her mouth, along with a quantity of maggots. (23 RT 4349; 26 RT
5134))

Coker’s right breast had been removed from her body. (23 RT 4341,
4350; 26 RT 5125.) The removed breast was found on the dirt roadway of a
hillside about 30 feet behind the trash enclosure. (23 RT 4341-4342, 4351-
4352, 4355.) No usable latent fingerprints were recovered from the removed
breast. (23 RT 4363-4364.)

One whole and several partial shoe impressions were found near and
underneath the wooden pallets that were in front of the dumpster. (23 RT 4359,
4367-4370,4377-4378,4380-4381; 31 RT 6427-6428.) The weather that day
was dry, cool, windy, and clear, but the shoe impressions appeared to have been
made while the dirt was wet, thereby preserving their quality. (23 RT 4369-
4370, 4379-4380.)

An examination of the parking lot area around the dumpster did not yield
any tire impressions. (23 RT 4366, 4376.)

Both at the crime scene and at autopsy, fiber and other trace evidence
was recovered from different areas of Coker’s body, including a fiber
embedded in the skin where her right breast had been removed, and one
embedded in an injury to her neck. (23 RT 4371-4373, 4381-4382.) Vaginal
samples were also collected. (23 RT 4373-4375; 26 RT 5137-5138, 5162.)

Coker measured five feet, four and one-half inches tall, and 114 pounds.
(26 RT 5132.) The pathologist who conducted the autopsy, Dr. Joseph Choi,
noted a single, deep, thin ligature mark about 3% inches long that had cut
through the skin of Coker’s neck and into the muscle, consistent with strong
force being applied to a ligature around the neck from front toward the back

and pulling mostly backward and toward the left. (26 RT 5125-5126, 5153-
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5156; see also 23 RT 4349-4350, 4376.) Based on the injury, the ligature
appeared to be 1/16 inch to 1/8 inch in size — thin — and very strong, such as a
wire, plastic-covered wire, or nylon rope. (26 RT 5126-5127, 5154.)
Hemorrhage in the soft tissue underneath the ligature mark indicated that
strangulation occurred antemortem. (26 RT 5134.) It also indicated the ligature
may have slipped down. (26 RT 5157.) Due to the lack of fracture in the hyoid
bone or thyroid cartilage, Coker was likely only strangled with a ligature, rather
than by hand. (26 RT 5134-5136, 5156-5157.)

Dr. Choi opined Coker was most likely strangled from behind. (26 RT
5155-5156,5163.) Based on the location of the ligature mark and the depth of
the wound on the right side, Dr. Choi surmised that if Coker’s attacker choked
her from behind with the ligature, the attacker was right-handed. (26 RT 5155-
5156, 5165.)

On both sides of the neck were what appeared to be fingernail marks that
were consistent with the victim trying to grab a ligature that was wrapped
around her neck. (26 RT 5127-5128.) Four additional linear abrasions on the
left back portion of the neck behind the ear could either have been caused by
fingernails or by the ligature. (26 RT 5128-5129.) Due to decomposition, Dr.
Choi could not determine with certainty whether there was petechial
hemorrhaging in the victim’s eyes — which would have been an indication of
choking or strangulation — but the reddish brown color of the eyes indicated
some hemorrhage may have been present and later decomposed. (26 RT 5129-
5130.) Dr. Choi determined the cause of Coker’s death to be ligature
strangulation. (26 RT 5138.)

Small bruises on Coker’s forearms and on the back of her legs appeared
to have occurred prior to her death. (26 RT 5133.) Dr. Choi could not
determine when the bruises to Coker’s buttocks occurred. (26 RT 5133.)
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From the jagged nature and size of the cuts, the pathologist opined a
medium-size knife, such as a steak knife with a four- to six-inch non-serrated
blade, had been used to remove Coker’s breast. (26 RT 5139, 5159-5160.)
Decomposition of the body affected Dr. Choi’s ability to determine whether the
blade was serrated, however. (26 RT 5165.) The absence of hemorrhage
indicated the breast was removed postmortem, and the shape of the cut
suggested the breast was probably held in one hand and cut off in a downward
motion. (26 RT 5139, 5157.) Dr. Choi was unable to determine whether the
assailant was right- or left-handed. (26 RT 5157.)

Toxicological testing of Coker’s blood showed she had in her system
570 nanograms of cocaine and 580 nanograms of unconjugated morphine per
milliliter of blood, in addition to 0.03 percent alcohol and 500 nanograms of
opiates per milliliter of blood. (26 RT 5138, 5161-5162; 27 RT 5465.)
Although Coker had opiates in her blood, Dr. Choi opined they were already
in her system and would not have caused her death. (26 RT 5161.) Similarly,
a chief toxicologist for Bio-tox Laboratory, which analyzed the blood, opined
that while both the cocaine and morphine levels were high, the morphine would
override the effects of the cocaine in this particular case. (27 RT 5471-5472.)

From the contents of Coker’s relatively full stomach, Dr. Choi opined
Coker was killed within an hour after ingesting the food. (26 RT 5136-5137,
5152-5153.) The food resembled something from a fast-food restaurant such
as McDonald’s. (26 RT 5137, 5162-5163.)

Based on the formation of maggots and the mummification of Coker’s
fingers (26 RT 5140-5143), along with consideration of the presence of rigor
mortis (26 RT 5144), and the outside temperature the day the body was found
in comparison to the body temperature (26 RT 5145-5147), Dr. Choi opined
Coker had been dead for four to five days. (26 RT 5148-5149, 5164.) He was

not aware, however, of the air temperature during the days prior to the body’s
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discovery. (26 RT 5164.) Dr. Choi was unable to determine how quickly after
death the body was dumped. (26 RT 5149-5152.)

I. Murder Of Susan Sternfeld (Count 6), December 1990

In December 1990, Suff and Cheryl moved into the Vineyard
Apartments complex on North Beechwood Avenue in Rialto. (31 RT 6325-
6326.) There, Suff and Cheryl came to know a neighbor named Vivian
Swanson, who shared an apartment with her boyfriend. (29 RT 5876-5879,
5904-5905; 31 RT 6326-6327.)

On or about December19, 1990, George Vivian picked up Susan
Sternfeld from her Moreno Valley residence for a morning court appearance
and along the way left Sternfeld’s baby with Sternfeld’s mother in Rubidoux.
(23 RT 4419-4420, 4426, 4433.) After Sternfeld’s court appearance, Vivian
took Sternfeld to his Woodcrest home for her to change clothes. (23 RT 4420-
4422, 4426-4427.) From Vivian’s house, Sternfeld called her mother to report
on her court appearance, then Vivian and Sternfeld drove around to visit
friends. (23 RT 4420-4421, 4426-4427.)

Later that morning, Sternfeld and Vivian shared about $30 worth of
heroin and cocaine, then Vivian drove Sternfeld home to get her car. (23 RT
4420-4422,4426-4428). Vivian accompanted Sternfeld to park her car behind
the Bob’s Big Boy at University and lowa Avenues so Sternfeld’s boyfriend
would not know someone had picked her up. (23 RT 4421-4422, 4427, 4429,
4435.)

Vivian and Sternfeld then discussed Sternfeld prostituting herself to get
money for more drugs. (23 RT 4422-4423, 4428.) Sternfeld normally
“worked” along University Avenue. (23 RT 4428-4429.) Around 2:00 p.m.,
Vivian dropped off Sternfeld at the Bank of America parking lot on Chicago
Avenue at University Avenue. (23 RT 4424-4425, 4428, 4430, 4434.) In the
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roughly 20 minutes it would take Sternfeld to walk from there to Iowa Avenue
— where Vivian would be waiting in the Denny’s Restaurant parking lot —
Sternfeld would try to “make one date.” (23 RT 4424-4425,4430.) If she got
a “date” before reaching Vivian’s car, Sternfeld would meet Vivian afterward
so they could buy more drugs. (23 RT 4423-4425, 4428-4430.) If not,
Sternfeld would just “call it a day” and they would go home. (23 RT 4425,
4429-4430.)

After leaving the car, Sternfeld walked to University Avenue and turned
left toward Iowa Avenue. (23 RT 4424.) Vivian parked in the nearby Denny’s
Restaurant parking lot and waited in his car for her. (23 RT 4424-4425, 4430-
4431.) When Sternfeld failed to return by about 4:00 p.m., Vivian drove up and
down University Avenue to look for her. (23 RT 4425, 4430-4431, 4435.)

Two days later, in the afternoon, Riverside Police officers were called
to a Riverside address on Iowa Street, in an industrial complex near some
orange groves, where a deceased female had been found in a trash receptacle
enclosure area. (23 RT 4387-4390, 4396, 4401, 4404-4405.) Paramedics had
already arrived and covered the body with a sheet. (23 RT 4388, 4391.) No
dumpster was in the enclosure at the time. (23 RT 4389,4397, 4405.) The left-
hand door of the enclosure area was slightly ajar, revealing a body inside. (23
RT 4397-4400.) The body appeared wedged in the entryway of the enclosure.
(23 RT 4400.) None of the victim’s clothing or personal items were found at
or around the crime scene. (23 RT 4402.) She was, however, wearing a ring
and an earring. (26 RT 5231.)

One of the responding officers, a Riverside Police Department vice
detective, recognized the victim as a prostitute named Susan Sternfeld. (23 RT
4402.) She was 27 years old. (26 RT 5176.)

Latent fingerprints recovered from Sternfeld’s skin were not of sufficient

detail for comparison. (23 RT 4393-4394, 4404.) Trace evidence and vaginal
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swab samples were collected from Sternfeld’s body. (23 RT 4409-4410, 4413-
4414.) No shoe tracks were detected on the cement surface inside the enclosure
(23 RT 4405-4407, 4413), nor was any tire track of sufficient detail (23 RT
4412-4413).

Sternfeld had some blood drainage and dried blood that had run in
various directions about her face from her nose, indicating some bleeding
occurred while she was in a position other than the way her body was found.
(23 RT 4408-4409, 4411, 4413.) The lividity and pressure points on
Sternfeld’s body, however, were consistent with the position in which she was
found. (23 RT 4407, 4412.) At the time of her death, Sternfeld was five feet,
two inches tall and weighed 115 pounds. (26 RT 5176.)

Dr. Robert DiTraglia, a forensic pathologist, performed the autopsy. (26
RT 5167, 5175.) Sternfeld had petechial hemorrhages in the eyes. (26 RT
5177-5179.) There were also three abrasions in Sternfeld’s neck area. (26 RT
5179-5180.) Underneath the skin and within the muscle of her neck, Dr.
DiTraglia found hemorrhages, which were additional indications of
strangulation. (26 RT 5184-5185, 5187-5188.) The right superior horn of the
thyroid cartilage was fractured. (26 RT 5188-5189.) Dr. DiTraglia determined
the cause of Sternfeld’s death was strangulation, but could not determine
whether she had been strangled manually or with a ligature. (26 RT 5190,
5201-5203, 5212-5213.) He could also not determine whether Sternfeld was
strangled from the front or from behind. (26 RT 5213.)

Sternfeld had postmortem abrasions on the front of her right knee, on the
outside of her right ankle, and on the upper buttocks to lower back. (26 RT
5180-5181.) She also had a number of abrasions, a healing laceration, and
injection sites, scabs consistent with old injections, and needle tracks. 26 RT
5177, 5210.) Dr. DiTraglia found no defensive wounds on Sternfeld’s arms,
legs, or hands. (26 RT 5210-5212.)
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A toxicology screening showed 40 nanograms of cocaine, 650
nanograms of benzylecognine, and 30 nanograms of morphine per milliliter of
blood. (27 RT 5465.) Dr. DiTraglia opined that Sternfeld had been dead for
between one hour and 54 hours. (27 RT 5259-5260.)

J. Murder Of Kathleen Milne (a.k.a. Kathleen Puckett)
(Count 7), January 1991

In December 1990, Kathy Puckett was living with her sister, Sylvia
Griggs, near Norte Vista High School in Riverside. (23 RT 4443-4444.) At
age 42, Puckett had been a heroin addict for most of her adult life, except for
brief periods of sobriety. (23 RT 4444-4445.) Puckett would engage in
prostitution along University Avenue to earn money for her drug habit. (23 RT
4445.)

Griggs suspected during the second week of December 1990 that
Puckett had resumed heavily using heroin. (23 RT 4446.) Puckett would often
leave in the evening around 7:00 p.m. and return around 11:00 p.m. (23 RT
4447-4448.) Though it was not unusual for Puckett to spend the night
elsewhere, Griggs usually would know where she was. (23 RT 4448-4449.)
Puckett did not have her own transportation. (23 RT 4447.)

Around 5:00 p.m. on January 18, 1991, as Griggs began preparing
dinner in the kitchen, Puckett told her sister that she was going to see a family
friend to make sure she had a ride to Whittier early the next morning for her
daughters’ soccer game. (23 RT 4446-4447.) Puckett was wearing a blue tank
top, a medium-blue baseball jacket, blue jeans, and tennis shoes with white,
terrycloth sport socks. (23 RT 4449-4451.) She was extremely nearsighted but
wore only one contact lens, having lost the other. (23 RT 4450.)

The next day, around 3:30 p.m., La Mirada resident Palmer Hurley and
her friend Tony Volpe were heading home from Lake Elsinore, when Volpe
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decided he wanted to stop and have a beer. (23 RT 4455-4456.) Volpe was
driving. (23 RT 4456.) Instead of entering the freeway at Lake Street, Volpe
followed a small dirt road past the dead end of Lake Street. (23 RT 4456,
4460.) As Volpe backed the pickup truck out of a wide turn and prepared to
stop to drink his beer, Hurley commented on the amount of garbage nearby.
(23 RT 4456-4457, 4460.) Hurley then spied a body near the trash. (23 RT
4457-4458.) After Volpe also saw the body from the truck (23 RT 4457), they
drove to the Lake Elsinore Sheriff’s Station and reported it. (23 RT 4458,
4461.)

Between 3:30 and 4:00 p.m. on January 19, 1991, Riverside County
Sheriff Deputy Peter LaBahn followed Volpe and Hurley to an area at the
northeast city limits of Lake Elsinore, next to Interstate 15 freeway, where Lake
Street ends at the east. (23 RT 4458, 4463-4464, 4497-4498.) Volpe stopped
the truck 30 to 40 feet before the dirt road curved, and the couple stayed with
the truck while Deputy LaBahn walked up to within ten feet of the body,
carefully avoiding visible tire impressions along the way. (23 RT 4459, 4464-
4465.) After confirming the presence of a dead body, Deputy LaBahn made the
necessary notifications and secured the scene until investigative personnel
arrived. (23 RT 4465-4467.) The body was later identified through
fingerprints as Puckett. (23 RT 4506.)

The location appeared to be a fairly well-traveled dumping area, with a
lot of trash and debris surrounding Puckett’s body. (23 RT 4473-4475, 4493,
4498, 4506.) Prior to the crime scene being processed, photos were taken of the
bottoms of Volpe’s and Hurley’s shoes, as well as of the tires on Volpe’s truck.
(23 RT 4459-4460, 4498-4499.) Investigative personnel then documented,
photographed, and collected relevant evidence from the end of the pavement all
the way up to the body and surrounding area. (23 RT 4470-4486, 4491-4492,
4494-4495,4501-4502, 4504, 4509-4510, 4523.) While various potential shoe
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impressions were photographed and documented (23 RT 4482, 4484, 4490-
4492, 4505, 4510-4511), the impressions were not very clear (23 RT 4484-
4485,4511,4519). Several of the impressions were very close to the body. (23
RT 4511.) Tire tracks and impressions appeared slightly off the roadway,
toward the body, and were also photographed and documented. (23 RT 4482,
4484-4486, 4489-4491, 4512-4513, 4520-4521; see also 23 RT 4505, 4510-
4512, 4520.) The dirt road was not particularly conducive to retaining
impressions, however. (23 RT 4489, 4511.)

Puckett’s body was lying on a red robe that had been weathered, tattered,
and faded by the sun, indicating it had been there before the body arrived. (23
RT 4476, 4503.) None of her clothing was found, nor was any identification.
(23 RT 4504.) On Puckett’s lower back and upper buttocks were abrasions (23
RT 4477, 4505) that were consistent with the dragging of Puckett’s body on the
ground (23 RT 4513). Possible drag marks appeared nearly halfway between
the edge of the roadway and the location of her body, and were also
documented and photographed. (23 RT 4477-4478, 4483-4484, 4492, 4505,
4513.) One in the general proximity of tire tracks appeared to be an extended
drag mark, and a few other possible marks appeared toward the body. (23 RT
4513.)

“Tape lifts” for trace evidence were conducted on Puckett’s body, and
the hair on her head and pubic area were combed for fiber and other trace
evidence. (23 RT 4513-4514.) Vaginal swab samples were also collected from
Puckett’s body. (23 RT 4514.) No identifiable latent fingerprints were
recovered from Puckett’s body or items recently left at the scene. (23 RT 4479-
4480, 4486-4487, 4502-4503, 4506.)

At the time the Puckett crime scene was processed for evidence, none of
the tire impressions from the crime scenes of the earlier murders had yet been

identified. (23 RT 4516, 4522.) Shortly after Puckett’s murder, a homicide
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task force was created due to the number of murders of prostitutes which had
been occurring in Riverside County. (23 RT 4496-4497; see also 24 RT 4632.)

Dr. DiTraglia performed the autopsy on Puckett two days after her body
was found. (26 RT 5213.) At the time of her death, Puckett was five feet,
seven inches tall and weighed 119 pounds. (26 RT 5215.) She had needle
tracks on her arms. (26 RT 5224.) The toxicological screening of her blood,
however, was negative for both alcohol and drugs. (27 RT 5465-5466.)

A white sock with a blue stripe had been stuffed into the back of
Puckett’s throat, behind her tongue. (26 RT 5216, 5229; see also 23 RT 4478.)
Petechial hemorrhaging was visible in Puckett’s eyes and gums. (26 RT 5215-
5216, 5217-5218.) She also had hemorrhages in the muscles of both sides of
her neck, resulting from compression to the neck during strangulation. (26 RT
5225-5227.) The right superior horn of her thyroid cartilage had been fractured.
(26 RT 5227-5228.) Dr. Traglia determined the cause of Puckett’s death to be
asphyxia from the combination of strangulation and the sock being jammed in
the back of her airway. (26 RT 5227-5229.) He could not be absolutely
certain, however, that the sock was not shoved into Puckett’s airway after her
death. (26 RT 5229.)

Abrasions on Puckett’s forehead and right cheek appeared to have
occurred prior to Puckett’s death. (26 RT 5217-5218.) Additional abrasions
on Puckett’s left shoulder also likely occurred before her death. (26 RT 5218-
5219.) An abrasion on Puckett’s left knee appeared to have occurred before
and close to the time of her death. (26 RT 5221-5222.) Postmortem abrasions
on Puckett’s lower back, buttocks, and heels were consistent with her body
being dragged on the ground. (26 RT 5222-5224.)

Puckett’s stomach held 300 cc of contents that resembled hot dogs. (26
RT 5232.) The stomach typically empties in two to four hours, but the process
is variable. (26 RT 5232-5233.)
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K. Murder Of Cherie Payseur (Count 8), April 1991'¥

For about four months prior to her death, Cherie Payseur lived with her
grandmother, Ellis Peters, on Janet Avenue in Riverside. (24 RT 4555, 4558.)
Peters was unaware that Payseur engaged in prostitution, but she knew Payseur
was a drug user. (24 RT 4558.)

On April 26, 1991, Payseur left Peters’s house on foot around 10:00
p.m. to buy some things at the nearby Vons store, about three or four blocks
away. (24 RT 4556-4557.) Payseur had been deaf since birth, and wore a
hearing aid. (24 RT 4556.) Although she could also read lips, Payseur would
never leave the house without her hearing aid. (24 RT 4556-4557.) Payseur
left the house wearing a pink top; an angora sweater; gray, stone-washed jeans;
and some white shoes. (24 RT 4557.) She never returned. (24 RT 4557.)

Meanwhile, about a mile to 1 1/2 miles away (24 RT 4555) at the
Concourse Bowling Alley on Arlington Avenue, Dylan Bourdages and two
friends were bowling while waiting for the arrival another friend, who worked
until about midnight. (24 RT 4530, 4535.) The bowling alley was relatively
busy that night. (24 RT 4535, 4544.) Sometime around midnight, Bourdages
and his two friends walked out to the back parking lot area to get some air as
they waited for the third friend. (24 RT 4530-4531, 4535.)

The back parking lot area was deserted of both people and cars. (24 RT
4537.) It was usually used only by maintenance personnel and did not have any
direct street access; one would have to drive around to the front to exit. (24 RT
4540-4541 4552.) Lighting of the area was also darker than in front. (24 RT
4551-4552.) Bowling alley patrons could only access the area by walking
around from the side or the front of the building, as the back door was

accessible only to maintenance workers. (24 RT 4551.)

13. The jury did not return a verdict on this count, and at sentencing, it
was dismissed by the trial court.
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As the young men walked along the back alley from one of the side
entrances, they noticed what appeared to be a mannequin lying in a dirt planter
at the back of the building. (24 RT 4531-4533, 4541, 4570-4571.) Upon closer
inspection — but without stepping into the dirt or touching the body — they
realized it was a human. (24 RT 4531-4533.) After a brief moment of panic,
the young men notified security guards at both entrances to the bowling alley
of their discovery. (24 RT 4534, 4536-4537, 4541.) Bowling alley manager
Howard Bingham, who was also a reserve sergeant for aerosquadron unit
operations in San Bernardino, immediately called 911, then went out to the area
of the body. (24 RT 4541-4542, 4544-4545.)

Bingham was the first to enter the area after the young trio’s discovery,
but a patron who had followed Bingham outside managed to cover the body
with a jean jacket before Bingham could stop him. (24 RT 4543, 4545-4547.)
Rather than risk further contamination of the crime scene, Bingham left the
jacket covering the body. (24 RT 4547-4549; see also 24 RT 4562.)
Thereafter, Bingham blocked other bystanders from entering the area past the
corner of the building. (24 RT 4542, 4545-4549, 4560-4561.)

About 12:36 a.m., Riverside Police Officer Randy Ryder was the.ﬁrst
to arrive at the scene, and determined the body to be lifeless. (24 RT 4560-
4561, 4563, 4565-4566; see also 24 RT 4537, 4543-4544, 4550-4551.)
Paramedics arrived shortly thereafter and removed the jacket from the body.
(24 RT 4562-4563, 4566, 4580-4581.) Sergeant Mark McFall of the Riverside
Police Department, who was in charge of the crime scene, did not attempt to
track down the person who put the jacket on the body, as patrol officers had
likely already interviewed him. (24 RT 4579.) The jacket was taken into
evidence and later analyzed for trace evidence. (24 RT 4579, 4611.)

While most of the detectives were on the scene and conducting their

investigation, the automatic sprinklers suddenly turned on. (24 RT 4567, 4578-
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4579, 4587, 4590-4592; see also 24 RT 4550.) The detectives reacted by
stepping on the sprinkler heads to hold them down and covering them with
cups, but they remained on for only a minute or two. (24 RT 4568, 4577, 4582,
4587,4598-4599.) The area was already damp before the sprinklers turned on.
(24 RT 4580, 4598.) Underneath the body, the ground remained dry despite the
sprinklers. (24 RT 4598.) While spray from the sprinklers did hit the body,
potentially damaging or washing away trace evidence (24 RT 4579, 4592, 4597,
4599, 4600-4601), Sergeant McFall did not see evidentiary items being washed
or damaged from the sprinklers (24 RT 4579; see also 24 RT 4607).

Any remaining trace evidence was collected from wet areas of the body
by absorbing the water and any trace evidence from the body into a square piece
of cotton cloth. (24 RT 4590, 4592.) Water from the sprinklers had fallen on
both of the victim’s legs, a portion of her groin area, her left arm, and possibly
a little portion of the left side of her torso. (24 RT 4592, 4601-4602.) The
traditional “tape lift” method was used to collect any trace evidence on the dry
front part of the body. (24 RT 4592.) At the crime scene, a tape lift was also
performed on the victim’s pubic area (24 RT 4593), and vaginal swab samples
were taken (24 RT 4595-4596). The body was also checked for latent
fingerprints, but none of identifiable quality were found. (24 RT 4615-4616.)

At the autopsy, any trace or fiber evidence was collected from the
victim’s head and pubic hair by method of combings and brushings. (24 RT
4593,4596.) Trace evidence was also collected from the body bag in which the
victim was transported to the coroner’s office. (24 RT 4597, 4599-4600.)

The victim was later identified as Payseur. She was 24 years old. (27
RT 5264.) Paseur had a visible injury to the neck, and none of her clothes were
found. (24 RT 4573-4574.) A cigarette butt and a paper tissue or napkin were
collected from the scene. (24 RT 4580, 4606-4607.)
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In the parking lot, a technician photographed indistinct tire impressions
and shoe imprints left in patches of dirt, and tire marks visible on the asphalt.
(24 RT 4574-4576; see also 24 RT 4580, 4594.) Shoe impressions in and
around the planter area, next to and near Payseur’s body, were photographed.
(24 RT 4574-4575, 4580, 4584-4586, 4594, 4605-4606.) A number of shoe
impressions of good quality were documented. (24 RT 4610.) A partial shoe
impression was also found underneath the small of Payseur’s back. (24 RT
4605-4606.) Photos were also taken of the shoes of both officers and civilians
who had approached the body. (24 RT 4574, 4588.)

Dr. DiTraglia performed the autopsy on Payseur in the afternoon of
April 28,1991. (26 RT 5237.) Atthe time of her death, Payseur was five feet,
four inches tall and weighed 100 pounds. (26 RT 5237.)

Although Payseur’s body showed no definitive needle punctures or
tracks, there were some bruises and scabs on her forearms which were
consistent with intravenous drug use. (26 RT 5237-5238; 27 RT 5255.)
Payseur’s toxicology report identified 30 nanograms of morphine per milliliter
of blood, which in Dr. DiTraglia’s opinion was not high enough to be fatal.
(27 RT 5255, 5265-5266, 5466.)

Payseur had a large hemorrhage in the white of her left eye which was
consistent with blunt-force trauma such as being hit in the face, as well as both
swelling and bruising around the same eye. (26 RT 5238-5240; 27 RT 5252-
5255.) The eye injury appeared to have occurred either at the time of or hours
before her death. (26 RT 5240-5241; see also 27 RT 5256.) Dr. DiTraglia also
saw abrasions on Payseur’s back, on the back of her thighs, and on her right
knee that appeared to have occurred before her death. (26 RT 5243; 27 RT
5255)

On Payseur’s neck, Dr. DiTraglia observed two horizontal linear

abrasions (26 RT 5242; 27 RT 5255), which would support a finding of
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strangulation as a possible cause of death (27 RT 5262). Payseur also had
petechial hemorrhages inside her mouth on the upper gums, which was
consistent with strangulation or asphyxiation. (26 RT 5238; 27 RT 5261-5262.)
She had no hemorrhaging or fractures about the neck, however (26 RT 5243;
27 RT 5253), nor were there any petechial hemorrhages in her eyes (27 RT
5250, 5261-5262).

Dr. DiTraglia could not conclusively determine the cause of Payseur’s
death, but he opined based on the horizontal abrasions on her neck, along with
the petechial hemorrhages in her mouth, that she could have been strangled or
suffocated. (26 RT 5245.) The coroner was also unable to determine a clear
cause of death, though he thought Payseur likely died from other than natural
causes, possibly suffocation. (27 RT 5263.) Dr. DiTraglia made no other
findings he thought were related to Payseur’s death, though there was an
abnormal finding in her liver. (26 RT 5246; 27 RT 5254-5255.) Also
considering the location of Payseur’s body and that she was completely naked,
Dr. DiTraglia concluded it was very unlikely she died of natural causes. (26 RT
5246; 27 RT 5263-5264.)

At the time the shoe impressions at the Payseur crime scene were
documented, no preliminary analysis of the shoe impressions from the prior
crime scenes had yet been conducted. (24 RT 4603.) Usually, a shoe
impression is analyzed in comparison with a shoe that a suspect may have worn,
to either place the shoe at or eliminate it from a crime scene. (24 RT 4612-
4614.)

Suff’s wife, Cheryl, kept a calendar of appointments, days she worked,
County paydays, and other notations (31 RT 6334) including to memorialize an
event after it had passed. (31 RT 6385-6387.) April 26, 1991, was noted in
Cheryl’s calendar as a payday for county employees (31 RT 6335-6336) and for
Suff’s “earthquake show” in Temecula that night. (31 RT 6336, 6414.) Suff
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had told Cheryl that he had to work doing “earthquake shows” from after he got
off work until late at night, requiring travel to different places in Riverside and
Indio. (31 RT 6334-6335.) He also told Cheryl he had to put on one or two
such shows per month. (31 RT 6336, 6413.) Suff would come home between
10:00 p.m. and midnight after doing an “earthquake show.” (31 RT 6413-
6414.)

The Supply Services Division where Suff worked stocked “earthquake
kits,” which contained disaster survival items and a first aid kit, to sell to
County departments and employees and to assist with disaster preparedness.
(29 RT 5786, 5791.) At some point, Suff was responsible for setting up and
staffing a display of the kit. (29 RT 5786-5788, 5791-5792.) However, this
occurred on at most six occasions: at two or five Riverside County locations,
plus the County Administration Center in Indio. (29 RT 5786-5788, 5791-
5792.) This assignment would never take place outside normal working hours.
(29 RT 5787.) While on-site, Suff would answer questions about the kit and
accept orders. (29 RT 5792.) Suff never would have worked at any display
past 6:00 p.m., or the overtime would have been recorded on his timecard. (29

RT 5787-5788.)

L. Murder Of Sherry Latham (Count 9), July 1991

While taking a walk along Grape Street in the early morning of July 4,
1991, Lake Elsinore resident Dean Mack saw the naked body of a woman in the
bushes. (24 RT 4691-4694.) Mack returned home and called 911. (24 RT
4694.) He then drove his pickup truck back to Grape Street, parked on the
roadway about 15 feet behind the line of the body to avoid parking where
someone else may have parked, and waited for police to arrive. (24 RT 4694-

4696.)
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Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy Carl Benson was dispatched to the
location around 6:24 a.m. (24 RT 4619-4620.) From the roadway, Mack
pointed Deputy Benson to an area in the field about 12 feet east of the
roadway’s edge, where a body was lying in some overgrown weeds and brush.
(24 RT 4620-4623, 4628-4629, 4638-4639.) Deputy Benson walked about four
to five feet toward the body, then returned to the pavement to notify his
supervisor of a possible homicide. (24 RT 4621-4622.)

Investigator Creed of the Riverside County Sheriff later identified the
victim by her fingerprints as Sherry Latham. (24 RT 4646.) She was 37 years
old. (27 RT 5267.) Latham had worked as a prostitute on Main Street in Lake
Elsinore since about 1986. (24 RT 4658-4659.) While on patrol or conducting
investigations during that time, Investigator Creed had contacted Latham 10 to
15 times. (24 RT 4657-4659.) During the last year or two prior to her death,
Latham had been using drugs. (24 RT 4659.)

Grape Street was a frontage road that ran parallel to Interstate 15 freeway
and intersected with Railroad Canyon Road. (24 RT 4622, 4633, 4636-4637.)
There was trash in the area of the field (24 RT 4629), though it was not visible
from the roadway (24 RT 4624-4625). None of Latham’s clothing or personal
property was found at the scene. (24 RT 4629, 4670.) It was a hot summer
day, reaching temperatures over 100 degrees as the day progressed. (24 RT
4631, 4641.) During the course of the day, Latham’s body began to visibly
decompose. (24 RT 4640-4641, 4648, 4670, 4686.)

Latham’s body was lying face-down. (24 RT 4640, 4670.) No obvious
trauma was visible from her back side. (24 RT 4670.) Her right index finger
and thumb were wrapped around a weed, as if clutching it. (24 RT 4646-4647.)
At the crime scene, Latham’s body was tape-lifted and her head and pubic hair
were combed for trace evidence. (24 RT 4670, 4680.) Vaginal swab samples
were also collected. (24 RT 4670-4671, 4680-4681.) Due to the
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decomposition of her body, investigators did not attempt to lift fingerprints off
of Latham’s body. (24 RT 4674.)
The ground in the area was very hot and very dry. (24 RT 4651.) No
shoe impressions at all were located around the body. (24 RT 4642, 4653,
4655,4671-4672,4675.) There was no sign of struggle or other disturbance in
the sagebrush around the body. (24 RT 4651, 4676.) A total of five tire
impressions were found and documented based on their location in the area of
.the crime scene. (24 RT 4642-4643, 4648-4649, 4664-4666, 4673.) Three of
medium quality were on the pavement of the north shoulder of Grape Street,
about 15 or 20 feet to the east of the body; two were located a more
considerable distance east, about 60 feet away, also on the north dirt shoulder
of Grape Street. (24 RT 4643-4646, 4653-4655, 4676.) A Benson cigarette
and empty pack of Virginia Slims that appeared to have been recently placed
at the scene were taken into evidence. (24 RT 4652-4653.)
Two days later, Dr. DiTraglia conducted the autopsy on Latham. (27 RT
5250, 5267.) At the time of her death, Latham was five feet, eight inches tall
and weighed 127 pounds. (27 RT 5267-5268.) The subsequent toxicology
results showed cocaine, opiates, and morphine in Latham’s blood. (27 RT
5276, 5466.) Latham’s blood also contained a .07 percent alcohol level, but the
amount was consistent with the degree of decomposition of her body, as ethyl
alcohol is produced by the decomposition process. (27 RT 5276-5277, 5466.)
Due to the severe state of decomposition of the body, which was
recovered face-down, Dr. DiTraglia was unable to make any determination
whether Latham had petechial hemorrhaging in her eyes. (27 RT 5251, 5268-
5270.) Aside from tattoos on Latham’s right knee and left shoulder and a
postmortem puncture of the skin on her left abdomen, Dr. DiTraglia was unable

to identify anything of note during his external examination of the decomposed

body. (27 RT 5270.)
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The inside of Latham’s body had not decomposed as severely as the
outside. (27 RT 5271.) Within the left and right muscles of Latham’s neck, Dr.
DiTraglia located hemorrhages. (27 RT 5272-5273.) The left superior horn of
Latham’s thyroid cartilage was fractured. (27 RT 5273.) Based on his findings,
Dr. DiTraglia determined the cause of Latham’s death to be strangulation.
(27 RT 5274.) He was unable to determine whether she was strangled by hand
or by use of a ligature. (27 RT 5278.)

Dr. DiTraglia opined that Latham was unconscious and dying at the
scene when she grabbed the plant that was later found clutched in her hand.
(27 RT 5278.) Another possibility was that during the process of rigor mortis

or when the body was dumped, the plant got into her hand. (27 RT 5278-
5279.)

M. Murder Of Kelly Hammond (Count 10), August 1991

In August 1991, Kelly Whitecloud was living in various motels along
University Boulevard in downtown Riverside. (24 RT 4698-4699.)
Whitecloud was a drug user and had been a prostitute since being paroled from
prison in April 1991. (24 RT 4699-4700.) She used about two grams of heroin
and an eighth of an ounce of cocaine daily, throughout the day, and engaged in
prostitution to support herself. (24 RT 4725-4726.) Five years earlier, while
in custody, Whitecloud met Kelly Hammond, who was also a prostitute and
drug user. (24 RT 4700.) Hammond also worked along University Avenue and
other areas of the city. (24 RT 4752.)

Sometime in the moming on August 15, 1991, Whitecloud and
Hammond bought some drugs. (24 RT 4701, 4727.) After using the drugs,

Whitecloud and Hammond returned to their motel rooms to get cleaned up.

(24 RT 4702-4703.)
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That evening, Whitecloud worked as a prostitute on University Avenue
between Kansas and Park Street. (24 RT 4704.) Between 10:00 p.m. and
midnight, a man pulled over and Whitecloud got into his van. (24 RT 4704-
4705, 4716, 4729-4730, 4750.) Whitecloud had injected cocaine in the
afternoon and used heroin an hour to an hour and a half prior to the van’s
arrival. (24 RT 4728.)

The van was bluish-gray. (24 RT 4716.) The driver, passenger, and
single rear passenger seats were like captain’s chairs. (24 RT 4716-4717,4733-
4734.) On the center console between the two front seats was what looked like
a Bible, though Whitecloud did not see any words on the front cover, and the
interior carpet was grayish in color. (24 RT 4717, 4734-4735; 26 RT 5065,
5071.)

The van driver was a Caucasian man, about five feet, eight to ten inches
tall, and around 35 to 40 years old. (24 RT 4717, 4751; 26 RT 5065, 5072.)
He had a stocky build and weighed about 170 pounds. (24 RT 4718; 26 RT
5065, 5072.) His short, brown hair was parted to the side, he wore wire-framed
glasses with big lenses, and he had no facial hair. (24 RT 4718; 26 RT 5065,
5073.)

While in the van, Whitecloud agreed to the man’s offer of $20 for “a
straight lay.” (24 RT 4705-4706,4730.) She then told the man she was hungry
because she was pregnant, and wanted to go to McDonald’s. (24 RT 4706.)
The man took Whitecloud to the McDonald’s on University Avenue, about a
half a block to a block away. (24 RT 4706, 4730-4731.) Whitecloud and the
man went inside the McDonald’s and Whitecloud ordered food, for which the
man paid. (24 RT 4707,4731.) Upon seeing her sundae was made incorrectly,
Whitecloud “raised a little bit of hell.” (24 RT 4707, 4732; 28 RT 5711; see
also 28 RT 5709-5710.)
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Ben Amos was the manager of the University Avenue McDonald’s at
that time. (28 RT 5708.) Amos recognized Whitecloud when she entered the
restaurant, as she had previously been in the restaurant a couple times. (28 RT
5709-5710.) He suspected Whitecloud was a prostitute and that she had used
drugs in the bathroom on prior occasions, so he tried to keep an eye on her.
(28 RT 5710, 5727.)

Amos noticed that Whitecloud was with a Caucasian male who was
wearing cowboy boots, a Western shirt, and a Western-style belt buckle.
(28 RT 5711.) The buckle was round, silver and gold in color, and had the
initial “B” in the middle. (28 RT 5711.)

When Amos heard Whitecloud making a fuss about her sundae, he
instructed one of the employees to make a new one right away, as Whitecloud
was upset and had become a little loud. (28 RT 5711.) Whitecloud thought the
man seemed nervous when Amos came out. (24 RT 4707-4708,4732.) Amos
thought the man looked embarrassed. (28 RT 5727.) Whitecloud ate the food
as they walked out to the van. (24 RT 4708, 4732-4733.) Amos did not see
Whitecloud and the man leave. (28 RT 5712.)

Back inside the van and pulling out of the McDonald’s lot, the man told
Whitecloud he only had $10 left to pay her after buying the food. (24 RT 4709,
4733.) The man also said he wanted to take Whitecloud to the orchards.
(24 RT 4708; compare with 24 RT 4745; 26 RT 5068.) Whitecloud protested,
saying, “Why do I want to go there when I have my room?” (24 RT 4708.) As
they began to argue, Whitecloud noticed the expression on the man’s face had
changed, and she became scared. (24 RT 4708-4709.) Whitecloud told the
man to “fuck off” and said she wanted to get out of the van, but the man would
not stop. (24 RT 4709, 4750.) Whitecloud opened her door, held it open with
her leg, and jumped out of the van as the man continued to drive about 20 miles

per hour. (24 RT 4709, 4743-4744; but see 26 RT 5069-5070.) She fell flat on
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her stomach near Stop ‘N Go on University Avenue, causing her to go into
premature labor from a ruptured placenta. (24 RT 4709, 4743, 4746.)

The man drove about a half a block to the next corner and picked up
Hammond. (24 RT 4709-4710, 4746-4747.) Whitecloud screamed to
Hammond that “it wasn’t worth it,” and, “Don’t go. Don’t go.” (24 RT 4710,
4749.) Hammond looked back at Whitecloud, smiled, and said she would come
back. (24 RT 4710-4711.) Hammond never returned. (24 RT 4711.)

Early the next moming, James Tyhurst was turning off of Sampson
Street and driving to his office in Corona when he discovered a woman’s body
down the alleyway on the left side. (24 RT 4758.) Tyhurst drove past the body
to his office, where he immediately called police. (24 RT 4758-4759.) Corona
Police received the call around 6:46 a.m. (24 RT 4762-4763.)

Corona Police Detective Dale Stewart arrived on the scene after another
officer had secured the scene. (24 RT 4768-4769.) Due to the summer heat
and the media attempting to photograph the body, Detective Stewart raised a
blue tarp to shield the body. (24 RT 4770, 4775-4776, 4793.) Aware of the
serial murders that had been occurring, Detective Stewart contacted the
Riverside County Sheriff’s Department Lake Elsinore station to investigate the
scene. (24 RT 4770-4771.)

Riverside County Sheriff’s Detective John Davis, who was assigned to
the homicide task force investigating the murders of prostitutes in Riverside
County, arrived at the scene around 9:00 a.m. (24 RT 4772-4773.) The body
was later identified through fingerprints as Kelly Hammond. (24 RT 4778-
4779.) She was 27 years old. (27 RT 5307.)

Hammond’s naked body was lying face-down in a gravel alleyway about
400 feet long and 25 feet wide. (24 RT 4774-4776, 4781-4782.) No
distinguishable tire tracks or shoe impressions were visible in the alley. ‘(24 RT

4770, 4784.) The alley was accessible only from Sampson Street. (24 RT

50



4782-4783.) None of Hammond’s clothes or personal belongings were located
in the area. (24 RT 4783-4784.)

Hammond’s right arm was bent at the elbow and tucked underneath her
abdomen; her left arm was bent at the elbow with her left hand resting on the
ground with the palm facing upward; her left leg was drawn up into her chest
area; and her right leg was extended outward. (24 RT 4777.) The soles of
Hammond’s feet were clean, indicating her body was likely dumped at that
location, and there was an abrasion on the back of her left heel. (24 RT 4777-
4778.) No usable latent fingerprints were recovered from Hammond’s body.
(24 RT 4789-4790,4796.) At the scene, tape lifts were collected from the body
to preserve any trace evidence, and as were vaginal samples. (24 RT 4794-
4798, 4805.) Unlike with the previous crime scene samples, however, the
criminalist who collected them took the vaginal samples directly to the
laboratory to immediately look for some investigative information, such as the
presence of semen. (24 RT 4797-4801.)

Dr. DiTraglia performed the autopsy on Hammond’s body two days
later. (27 RT 5279.) Hammond was five feet, nine inches tall and weighed 130
pounds at the time of her death. (27 RT 5307.)

Hammond had petechial hemorrhages in the eyes and mouth. (27 RT
5280, 5290-5291, 5297.) Dr. DiTraglia also found bleeding inside Hammond’s
tongue, which was consistent with asphyxial death. (27 RT 5293-5294.)
Across the back of her neck was an unusual, linear-type of injury measuring 8.5
cm by 0.7 cm. (27 RT 5282, 5289-5290.) Due to the color of the injury, the
dried surface of the skin, and the lack of bleeding undemeath it, Dr. DiTraglia
was unable to determine whether the injury occurred antemortem, perimortem,
or postmortem. (27 RT 5289-5290, 5304-5305.) He did find, however, that the
injury had many characteristics of a ligature injury. (27 RT 5290; see also
24 RT 4778.) Across the front of Hammond’s neck was a fairly faint and
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superficial type of abrasion measuring 9 cm by 3 cm, again consistent with a
ligature injury, the timing of which Dr. DiTraglia was unable to determine.
(27 RT 5291-5292.) Dr. DiTraglia also found four separate hemorrhages under
the skin of Hammond’s neck. (27 RT 5293-5294, 5297.)

Hammond had two lacerations in the middle of her forehead, surrounded
by abrasion, which appeared to have occurred prior to her death. (27 RT 5280-
5281, 5292.) She also had several abrasions on the right side of her forehead,
right cheek, chin, and nose. (27 RT 5281.) Dr. DiTraglia was unable to
determine if the abrasions occurred at or after the time of her death. (27 RT
5281.)

Numerous abrasions were also present on Hammond’s knees. (27 RT
5284-5286.) The abrasions appeared to have occurred either at or after the time
of her death, or a combination of the two. (27 RT 5285-5286.) Abrasions on
the back sides of both feet and on the front and back of Hammond’s left ankle
appeared to have occurred before her death. (27 RT 5286.) On the inside of
Hammond’s right ankle were multiple abrasions that were consistent with being
postmortem. (27 RT 5287.)

Additional abrasions in the area of Hammond’s right elbow occurred
prior to her death. (27 RT 5287.) Around her left wrist was another
antemortem abrasion, which was nearly circumferential and measuring 0.7 cm
wide, consistent with her wrist having been bound. (27 RT 5287-5288.) The
left wrist was also bruised around the abrasion. (27 RT 5288.)

Dr. DiTraglia also observed needle tracks on Hammond’s body. (27 RT
5280.) Based on his autopsy findings and toxicology reports from a blood
sample drawn during the autopsy, Dr. DiTraglia determined the cause of
Hammond’s death to be strangulation with acute opiate intoxication pussibly
contributing to her death. (27 RT 5295, 5297.) The toxicology report showed

50 nanograms of Codeine and 350 nanograms of morphine per milliliter of

52



blood. (27 RT 5295-5296, 5467.) Because the amount of morphine in
Hammond’s blood was significant, he could not exclude the possibility that it
played a significant role in her death, but Dr. DiTraglia was certain that
strangulation was the cause of her death. (27 RT 5297-5298.) Hammond had
pneumonia, making a determination of the time of death based on her core
temperature even more difficult. (27 RT 5302.)

Around 10:00 a.m. the morning her body was found, having recognized
Hammond as a prostitute who had worked on University Avenue, Riverside
Police Department Detective Christine Keers contacted Whitecloud on
University Avenue and asked whether she had seen Hammond the previous
night. (24 RT 4718-4719; 26 RT 5049-5050, 5067-5068.) Whitecloud
reported what had transpired the previous night and gave Detective Keers a
description of the van and its driver. (24 RT 4719; 26 RT 5050.) That day, she
described the man as a Caucasian male, five feet, ten inches tall, in his late 40s,
and with a medium build, slight mustache, and wire-rim glasses. (26 RT 5051-
5052, 5063, 5065; see also 28 RT 5630.) The man wore a long-sleeved plaid
shirt, faded blue jeans, and orange construction boots. (26 RT 5065; 28 RT
5621, 5628.) Whitecloud told Detective Keers the man drove a gray-blue,
Astro-type van. (26 RT 5052, 5064; 28 RT 5628.)

The next day, Whitecloud and Detective Keers met with an artist, who
created a composite sketch of the man according to Whitecloud’s descriptions.
(24 RT 4720-4721, 4752; 26 RT 5050-5051, 5062-5063.) A mustache was
originally drawn on the composite sketch, but it was removed because it did not
look right to Whitecloud. (26 RT 5063-5064, 5071-5072.) Within a day or
two, Detective Keers drove Whitecloud to several car lots in the Riverside Auto
Center, and Whitecloud identified a van she thought was similar in appearance
to the one she had seen the previous night. (24 RT 4719-4720; 26 RT 5052-
5053; 28 RT 5628-5629.) Detective Keers did not take Whitecloud to a
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Mitsubishi dealership. (26 RT 5053, 5070; 28 RT 5628.) From the
information Whitecloud provided, Detective Keers drafted a police bulletin
dated August 19, 1991, and disseminated it and the sketch to other law
enforcement personnel. (28 RT 5606.)

Detective Keers contacted Amos, the manager at McDonald’s, and asked
whether he recalled an incident when a woman made a ruckus over a sundae.
(28 RT 5712, 5725-5726.) Amos remembered the incident. (28 RT 5712.)
During his interview with Detective Keers, Amos said he did not remember the
male who was with Whitecloud at the McDonald’s. (28 RT 5726.)

In January 1992, however, Amos saw Suff’s photo in a newspaper
article about Suff’s arrest for murder of prostitutes. (28 RT 5728.) Amos
recognized Suff’s photo as being of the man who was with Whitecloud.
(28 RT 5726-5728.) At trial, he identified Suff as the male who accompanied
Whitecloud that day. (28 RT 5720.) Amos said he did not inform Detective
Keers when he recognized the newspaper photo because he was in college,
working full-time, and very busy. (28 RT 5728.) He assumed Detective Keers
would eventually call him back, but no one contacted Amos until he was
subpoenaed for trial. (28 RT 5728-5729.)

On January 23, 1992, while Whitecloud was in custody in northern
California, Detective Keers showed her some photographic lineups. (24 RT
4721; 26 RT 5073-5076.) Whitecloud had not seen any newspaper or
television reports about a suspect being arrested regarding the prostitute
murders in Riverside county. (24 RT 4724;26 RT 5079.) Prior to showing the
lineups to Whitecloud, Detective Keers read a photographic lineup admonition
from a police department form, essentially telling Whitecloud she was not
obligated to identify anybody in the lineup, and that it was just as right not to
pick someone rather than to incorrectly pick someone. (26 RT 5075.) Froma

photographic lineup of people wearing glasses, Whitecloud chose number five,
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Suff, as the man who was driving the van. (24 RT 4723; 26 RT 5076.) From
a photographic lineup of people without glasses, Whitecloud chose number
four, also Suff. (24 RT 4723-4724; 26 RT 5076-5077.) At trial, Whitecloud
identified Suff as the van driver who picked her up. (24 RT 4724.)

N. Murder Of Catherine Mcdonald (Count 11), September
1991

Catherine McDonald had lived in Riverside for less than a year and had
worked as a prostitute on University Avenue, west of Chicago Avenue. (25 RT
4847.) She also used cocaine. (25 RT 4847.) McDonald’s apartment on Lou
Ella Lane was no more than a block and a half from University Avenue,
between Chicago and Ottawa Avenues. (25 RT 4905.)

About 7:00 or 8:00 p.m. on September 12, 1991, McDonald told her 12-
year-old daughter that she was going to the store, and left the apartment.
(25 RT 4841-4844.) McDonald never returned. (25 RT 4843.) When
McDonald left the apartment, she was wearing some tight black pants, a black
shirt, a black jacket, and shoes. (25 RT 4843.) She may also have been
wearing a necklace with a cross, earrings, and some rings. (25 RT 4843-4844.)

Sometime in the early afternoon of the following day, Gregory Lewis
was driving along a back access dirt road from Summerhill Drive toward
Canyon Lake and had turned left onto a second dirt road when, as he crested the
top of the hill, he caught sight of a human body. (25 RT 4850-4854, 4865.)
Lewis stopped his truck about 20 feet from the body and attempted to call 911
from his cell phone, but had poor reception. (25 RT 4854-4855, 4859.) He
backed up to the first dirt roadway while again calling 911, and was connected.
(25 RT 4855.)

Lewis met Riverside County Sheriff’s deputies shortly after 1:00 p.m.

at the corner of Railroad Canyon and Interstate 15 freeway, and rode with the
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deputies to show the location of the body. (25 RT 4855-4857, 4863, 4863-
4867.) As the deputies approached the body on foot, they walked very slowly,
looking for relevant evidence. (25 RT 4867, 4875.) Tire tracks and
impressions were visible leading to and in the area around the body. (25 RT
4875, 4913,4918-4924.) The dirt in the road was fairly soft, resulting in very
good tire impressions, but it became more gravelly and hard-packed as it
approached the body. (25 RT 4875-4876, 4919, 4928,4933,4935.) The soles
of Lewis’s shoes were photographed by Sheriff’s personnel that day. (25 RT
4859.)

From the most recent tire impressions, it appeared a vehicle had driven
down the road, turned into the nearby dirt access road, then turned around and
back toward the body. (25 RT 4919-4923, 4934, 4939-4940.) The tire tracks
and impressions were photographed and documented, as were shoe prints and
impressions located on the dirt road near the body. (25 RT 4881, 4889-4895,
4897, 4899, 4915-4927.) All the shoe impressions near the body appeared to
be of the same shoe print pattern. (25 RT 4916, 4930-4931.)

The victim was later identified through her fingerprints as Catherine Ann
McDonald. (25 RT 4904.) She was 30 years old. (27 RT 5311.) McDonald’s
legs were spread apart with her feet together and her arms extended outward
toward the top of her head. (25 RT 4880.) Her right breast had been removed,
and there were two puncture wounds to the center of the chest. (25 RT 4880.)
A blood sample was taken from McDonald’s left inner thigh, where blood had
drained from her vaginal area along the thigh and onto the ground. (25 RT
4932.) Blood had also drained from McDonald’s neck. (25 RT 4932.) On the
left side of her neck was a large, gaping laceration. (25 RT 4881.) None of
McDonald’s personal property or clothing was located, nor was her right breast.
(25 RT 4902-4904.) No latent fingerprints were found on McDonald’s body.
(25 RT 4913-4914.) McDonald’s body was tape-lifted and her head and pubic
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hair were brushed for trace evidence, and vaginal swab samples were collected.
(25 RT 4915, 4924-4925; 27 RT 5324.)

The following afternoon, Dr. DiTraglia conducted the autopsy. (27 RT
5310-5311.) McDonald was five feet, five inches tall and weighed 121 pounds.
(27 RT 5311-5312.) On her right ear, which was pierced once, was a post-type
earring; on her left ear, which was pierced four times, was a hoop-type earring.
(27 RT 5330, 5332.) There was a silver ring on her left ring finger. (27 RT
5330.) Toxicology results showed no drugs or alcohol in her system. (27 RT
5331, 5467.)

Dr. DiTraglia saw petechial hemorrhaging in McDonald’s eyes and
eyelids. (27 RT 5312, 5320.) There had also been hemorrhaging in her tongue.
(27 RT 5320.) She had an abrasion along the right side of her jaw and neck.
(27 RT 5312-5313.) Two additional, linear abrasions on her neck extended
toward the right side from a large, gaping cut wound to the left side of her neck.
(27 RT 5312-5314.) The cut wound extended from the front around the left
side of her neck. (27 RT 5314-5315, 5321.) It transected the left jugular vein,
muscle, the thyroid gland, trachea, and left common carotid artery. (27 RT
5321.) The wound appeared to have occurred before her death. (27 RT 5319-
5321.) Severe and significant hemorrhage was also present under the skin of
McDonald’s neck, beneath the left side of the lower jaw, indicating along with
the petechial hemorrhaging that there had been compression to her neck.
(27 RT 5321-5322.) Dr. DiTraglia was unable to determine, however, whether
the neck compression was caused by manual strangulation or through the use
of a ligature. (27 RT 5322.)

McDonald had three stab wounds to the chest: one to the left side and
two near the center. (27 RT 5315-5316.) Based on the depth of the wounds,
Dr. DiTraglia estimated the length of the knife blade which likely caused them
to be at least two or three inches. (27 RT 5317, 5326-5327.) He did not see hilt
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marks at any of the stab wounds. (27 RT 5317-5318, 5327.) From the length
of the wounds, Dr. DiTraglia estimated the width of the blade was between 1.3
and 1.5 cm. (27 RT 5328-5329.) He could not determine whether the blade
was serrated. (27 RT 5327-5328.) The stab wounds appeared to have been
antemortem. (27 RT 5319.) Dr. DiTraglia was unable to determine, based on
the wounds, the dominant hand of the perpetrator. (27 RT 5326.)

McDonald’s right breast appeared to have been cut off with a sharp
object, such as a knife, in a circumferential cutting motion around the breast.
(27 RT 5318-5319.) The excision appeared to have occurred postmortem. (27
RT 5332.) Italso appeared as if a number of circumferential cuts were required
to remove the breast. (27 RT 5319.) Additionally, one stab and four cut
wounds had been inflicted upon McDonald’s external genitalia. (27 RT 5323-
5324.) Two of the cut wounds were superficial and could have been inflicted
postmortem, but the other two had associated hemorrhage and therefore
occurred before McDonald’s death. (27 RT 5329-5332.)

Dr. DiTraglia determined the cause of McDonald’s death to be multiple
stab wounds and neck compression. (27 RT 5324, 5330.)

Suff’s wife Cheryl gave birth to their daughter, Brigette, on July 26,
1991. (31 RT 6331.) On September 9, 1991, Cheryl began taking classes
Monday through Thursday at the International Air Academy in Ontario. (31 RT
6332, 6337.) The classes were held from 6:30 to 10:00 p.m.; Cheryl would
either drive Suff’s van to class or he would drop her off and pick her up later.
(31 RT 6337.)

On October 25, 1991, Brigette became ill and was hospitalized, causing
Cheryl to drop out of school. (31 RT 6338, 6344-6345.) Cheryl last attended
class on October 31, 1991, until 10:00 p.m. (31 RT 6338, 6386, 6415.) She
dropped out the next day. (31 RT 6415.)
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O. Murder Of Delliah Zamora (a.k.a. Delliah Wallace)
(Count 12), October 1991

Around 7:30 a.m. on October 30, 1991, Riverside County Sheriff’s
Deputy Danny Bragdon received a dispatch call of a body found in the Glen
Avon area of Riverside county. (25 RT 4942.) The body was located about
five feet north of the dirt shoulder of Granite Hill Drive, about 150 to 200 feet
from the Country Village Street offramp of the 60 freeway, and about 150 yards
from the intersection of Granite Hill and Country Village Street. (25 RT 4944-
4950, 4952,4961,4966.) A responding member of the California Department
of Forestry reported to the deputy that the victim had no pulse. (25 RT 4943.)
Members of the fire department, who had also arrived, had covered the body
with a gauze sheet. (25 RT 4943-4945, 4948.)

The victim was dressed in black cycling shorts, a blouse or light T-shirt,
with earrings and no shoes. (25 RT 4951-4952,4961.) She appeared to have
an injury to her upper lip area, and some type of fluid had drained from her
mouth. (25 RT 4962-4963.) There was also bruising on the victim’s neck near
her throat. (25 RT 4951, 4963, 4975.) Some scratches appeared on her legs
and there was some sort of indentation in her vaginal area, as if it had been
leaning up against something. (25 RT 4975.)

The weather was cold; the temperature was in the 60s with gusty winds.
(25 RT 4950-4951, 4954, 4960, 4969-4970.) Any shoe or tire impressions
were likely blown away, as none were located. (25 RT 4970.) Due to the
severe wind conditions and the risk of losing trace evidence, members of the
homicide task force put the victim in a body bag and processed it at the
coroner’s office rather than at the crime scene. (25 RT 4961, 4970, 30 RT
6031.)

At the coroner’s office, the body was tape-lifted and the pubic and head
hair were brushed for trace evidence. (25 RT 4965,4971, 4974, see also 27 RT
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5341-5342.) Vaginal swab samples were also collected. (25 RT 4971, 4974.)
Riverside Sheriff’s Department Homicide Investigator John Davis was present
while the body was processed prior to autopsy, and took possession of three
earrings the victim had been wearing when her body was found. (30 RT 6031-
6032.) The matching pair was of dangling silver earrings with turquoise in the
bottom. (30 RT 6032.) The third earring was a gold, star-shaped, stud-type
earring. (30 RT 6033.)

Dr. DiTraglia conducted the autopsy of the victim, Delliah Zamora, on
November 1, 1991. (27 RT 5333.) Zamora was 35 years old at the time of her
death. (27 RT 5333.) She was five feet, five inches tall and weighed 107
pounds. (27 RT 5333.) Needle tracks were present on her body. (27 RT
5345.) The toxicology screen indicated 1,290 nanograms of cocaine and 3,540
nanograms of benzylecognine metabolite per milliliter of blood. (27 RT 5345,
5467.) Although hers was the highest cocaine level Dr. DiTraglia saw among
the eight autopsies he conducted in this case, he did not believe the amount to
be enough to cause Zamora’s death. (27 RT 5345-5346.) Someone with such
a high level of cocaine would generally be hyperactive and fidgety. (27 RT
5472.)

Petechial hemorrhages were present in both of Zamora’s eyes and in her
eyelids. (27 RT 5334.) Dr. DiTraglia also found an area of acute hemorrhage
inside her tongue, which was consistent with strangling. (27 RT 5335, 5343.)
A number of abrasions and superficial lacerations were visible on the front,
right side, and left back side of her neck which appeared to have occurred
antemortem, and which were consistent with “fingernail injuries.” (27 RT
5334-5335, 5343.) Such injuries can occur when a person being choked or
strangled uses his or her fingernails to try and pull away the ligature. (27 RT
5335-5336, 5343-5344.) Multiple areas of hemorrhage were present in
Zamora’s neck, indicating compressive force. (27 RT 5336-5338, 5342.) The
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thyroid cartilage of Zamora’s larynx was crushed and broken down the middle,
which would have required an extreme amount of pressure. (27 RT 5338-5340,
5342.) Dr. DiTraglia concluded Zamora died from strangulation. (27 RT
5341.) He was unable to determine whether the strangulation was manual or

with a ligature. (27 RT 5343))

P. Suff’s Activities In Fall And Early Winter Of 1991

Rebecca Ross was the leasing consultant at the North Beechwood
apartment complex when Suff and his wife first moved there in December
1990. (29 RT 5904-5905.) Between July 1991 and January 1992, Suff was
very friendly with Ross and visited her frequently. (29 RT 5917-5918; see also
29 RT 5936, 5948.)

Ross moved out of the North Beechwood complex in September 1991
and after other jobs, began working on November 8, 1991, as resident manager
of an apartment complex on Meadow Lane in Colton. (29 RT 5905-5908.)
Suff helped Ross and her boyfriend, Gary Bell, move from her mother’s Lake
Elsinore home to their new Meadow Lane apartment. (29 RT 5950.)

During the drive back to Lake Elsinore in Suff’s van, Bell became bored
and fidgety, and he put his hand between the passenger seat and the center
console. (29 RT 5950-5951, 5953, 5955.) His hand touched a wooden handle.
(29 RT 5950, 5955.) When he looked down, he saw it was a knife. (29 RT
5950-5951, 5955.) Bell noticed it had a wooden handle, but otherwise
disregarded it. (29 RT 5951.) He did not ask Suff about the knife. (29 RT
5951.)

In October 1991, Suff told Ross he had heard over the police radio,
while talking at the side of the road to a police officer friend, that another body
had been found. (29 RT 5918-5919, 5930.) Suff warned Ross about her safety
and told her the body was found just down the street, behind Burger King at

61



Mission and Railroad Canyon. (29 RT 5919.) That evening, Ross and her
mother heard about the murder on the news. (29 RT 5919.)

On November 23, 1991, the Saturday before Thanksgiving, Cheryl left
Suff and moved to her parents’ house in Paso Robles. (31 RT 6349-6350; see
also 29 RT 5880-5881, 5917.) By the end of November 1991, Cheryl had
reconciled with Suff, who had moved to the Meadow Lane apartment complex
where Ross had just begun working as resident manager. (29 RT 5910; 31 RT
6350.)

On December 4, 1991, Cheryl moved back in with Suff. (31 RT 6350.)
It was the same day Cheryl took Brigette to a doctor’s appointment at Kaiser
Hospital in Riverside. (31 RT 6349-6350.) Around 11:20 a.m., while at an
intersection just east of Kaiser Hospital, Suff was involved in a traffic accident
with a skiploader or front-end loader. (30 RT 6088-6089, 6091, 6093-6094,
6102; 31 RT 6350.) Suffwas driving his gray 1989 Mitsubishi van with license
plate BILSUF1. (30 RT 6090-6092.) The right rear portion of Suff’s van
sustained damage after being hit by the front-end loader. (30 RT 6091-6092,
6094.) A photo was taken of Suff and Cheryl standing next to the van shortly
after the collision. (30 RT 6095; 31 RT 6351.) Suff was wearing a pair of
tennis shoes purchased shortly before the accident. (31 RT 6351-6352.)

That night, Cheryl began her first day of work at Carl’s Jr. on Mt.
Vernon in Colton. (31 RT 6339.) She worked there until the night Suff was
arrested. (31 RT 6340.) Cheryl usually worked the night shift from 5:00 p.m.
until closing, which was sometimes as late as 3:00 or 3:30 am. (31 RT 6340-
6341.) The next morning, Cheryl would not wake up until around noon or 1:00
p-m. (31 RT 6341.)

Cheryl’s calendar indicated she worked from 5:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. on
December 22 and from 5:00 p.m. until 3:30 a.m. on December 23; 1991.
(31 RT 6340-6341, 6371.) On December 24, Christmas Eve, Cheryl worked

62



from 2:00 p.m. until 8:40 p.m. (31 RT 6371.) Cheryl worked from 5:00 p.m.
until 2:30 a.m. on December 26 and from 5:00 p.m. until 2:00 am. on
December 27, 1991. (31 RT 6372.)

Suff did not work during the week of Sunday, December 22, 1991.
(29 RT 5784; 31 RT 6342, 6371.)

Q. Murder Of Eleanor Casares (Count 13), December 1991

In December 1991, Eleanor Casares lived with her brother, Phillip,** her
nieces, and her mother on Date Street in Riverside. (26 RT 4985, 4993.)
Phillip knew Casares used heroin and had heard she engaged in prostitution.
(26 RT 4987, 4990.) Casares’s other brother, Joe, was also aware of her drug
use and had seen her working as a prostitute on University Avenue at
Eucalyptus. (26 RT 4994, 4997.) Joe was also an addict at the time, but he and
Casares did not share drugs. (26 RT 4996.) Sometimes Casares would go out
after midnight to work, then come home later in the morning; other times, she
would work in the evening and come home to use heroin. (26 RT 4990-4991.)
Casares often would be out in the evening and return home around 11:00 p.m.,
then would go out to work the streets again in the early morning hours. (26 RT
4996, 5060-5061.)

Around 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 22, 1991, Phillip saw Casares
leave the house. (26 RT 4987, 5047.) Casares was wearing all new clothes:
blue, acid-washed, size 11 jeans, a black sweater with a pocket on the left side,
and a black trench coat. (26 RT 4987-4989, 5047-5048; 30 RT 5988-5995.)
She may also have been wearing white L.A. Gear tennis shoes. (26 RT 4989,
5047.) Between 10:00 and 11:00 p.m., Joe saw Casares walking down Park to
University Avenue, as was her routine. (26 RT 4995.)

14. For clarity, Casares’s brothers will be referenced by first name.
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Between 10:00 and 11:00 a.m. the next morning, December 23, 1991,
Casares called her sister, Adela Soliz, and asked to borrow $10. (26 RT 5000-
5002, 5061.) Soliz said she did not have time to deliver the money, so Casares
said she would find a ride to pick it up. (26 RT 5000.) Casares never showed
up to pick up the money (26 RT 5001), and she never returned home (26 RT
4989, 4991).

That afternoon around 1:00 p.m., Charles Petty had just returned from
his lunch break and was driving a company truck through the orange groves at
Gage Canal, when he saw something off to the left. (26 RT 5004-5007, 5009.)
Petty backed up, stepped out of the truck, and took at most two steps, and from
about 10 to 15 feet away saw it was a dead body. (26 RT 5005-5007, 5010.)
He returned to the truck, backed up to Victoria Avenue, and radioed his office
to call the police. (26 RT 5006, 5008-5009.) Police arrived in about 20
minutes, and Petty pointed out to the first officer where the body was located.
(26 RT 5008-5009, 5013.) Later, officers photographed Petty’s boots as well
as his truck tires. (26 RT 5010-5011.)

The body was off of Victoria Avenue, down a dirt roadway past about
four rows of orange trees. (26 RT 5013-5015.) The homicide task force and
Riverside Police homicide investigators were immediately notified. (26 RT
5015-5016, 5020.)

The weather that day was sunny and warm, with no wind. (26 RT
5017.) By about 2:30 p.m., the temperature was around 65 degrees. (26 RT
5033.) Both a photographer and an evidence technician photographed the
entire area before the body was examined. (26 RT 5021, 5040-5042.)
Investigators observed, photographed, and documented tire and shoe
impressions as they walked up the right side of the dirt roadway to a position
parallel with the body. (26 RT 5022-5023, 5026-5028, 5035-5036, 5045, 5083,
5099-5100, 5102-5104, 5107-5108.) Tire impressions were generally located
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on the dirt road and just to the left of where the road ended. (26 RT 5028,
5083.) The condition of the surface of the dirt road varied from fairly soft dirt
to hard-packed, and some areas were covered with tree branches, leaves, and
shrubbery. (26 RT 5111-5112.)

Shoe impressions were also located in the general and immediate vicinity
of the body. (26 RT 5028, 5083.) Two areas of shoe impressions or tracks
were next to the body, and a third was between the victim’s legs. (26 RT
5086.) All three appeared to have the same design or pattern. (26 RT 5086-
5087.) A group of several shoe tracks was also observed between the body and
the access road, where an area of dirt appeared consistent with something
having dragged through it. (26 RT 5087-5088, 5115.) The shoe impressions
near the drag mark had the same design or pattern as the impressions
immediately next to the body and also matched impressions located in the dirt
roadway directly parallel to the victim’s body. (26 RT 5088, 5090-5091, 5116.)
The impressions near the drag mark led away from the body, toward the
roadway, while those in the dirt roadway led both toward the body and back.
(26 RT 5116.) Fairly fresh tire impressions were also located in the dirt
roadway directly parallel to the victim’s body. (26 RT 5088-5089,5113,5115.)
An area between the tire impressions and the body had no shoe impressions,
however. (26 RT 5115.)

From the shoe and tire impressions, criminalist Steven Secofsky of the
California State Department of Justice could somewhat reconstruct the
movement of the person and of the vehicle, such as where it stopped or backed
up. (26 RT 5089-5090,5113-5115,5117-5121.) Based on tire impressions he
had recovered from another crime scene, criminalist Secofsky kept Armstrong

tires in mind as he looked at the impressions at Casares’s crime scene. (26 RT

5121.)
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A black jacket was covering the head of the body. (26 RT 5024-5025,
5045, 5048.) When the jacket was removed from the victim’s head, Riverside
Police Detective Keers recognized the victim as Eleanor Casares, a prostitute
who worked on University Avenue and with whom the detective had become
“quite friendly.” (26 RT 5045-5046, 5060.) She was 39 years old. (27 RT
5348.)

Casares’s body was in full rigor. (26 RT 5033.) Her left arm was tucked
underneath her back, her right arm was extended away from her body, and her
legs were spread apart. (25 RT 5024-5026.) Her right breast had been
removed. (26 RT 5024.) Casares had a stab wound in the middle of her chest.
(26 RT 5091.) When Casares’s body was turned on its side, investigators
discovered a rubber band clutched in her left hand. (26 RT 5025.) None of
Casares’s clothing or personal items were located. (26 RT 5028-5029, 5033.)
Casares’s breast was found in the next row of orange groves, about 40 feet
away. (26 RT 5029-5030.)

No latent fingerprints were recovered from Casares’s body. (26 RT
5084.) Tape lifts for trace evidence were taken at the scene from Casares’s
body as well as from the jacket that had been covering Casares’s head. (26 RT
5084-5085.) Hair from Casares’s head and pubic area were brushed for trace
evidence. (26 RT 5093.) A vaginal swab sample was also collected at the
scene. (26 RT 5085-5086; 27 RT 5347.)

The following day, Dr. DiTraglia conducted the autopsy of Casares’s
body. (27 RT 5346.) She was five feet, three inches tall and weighed 130
pounds. (27 RT 5348.) At the autopsy, a criminalist tape-lifted the tips of the
fingemails and collected fingemnail cuttings for additional trace evidence.
(26 RT 5109-5110.) A lot of blood was present on Casares’s fingernail
clippings. (35 RT 7370-7371.) Because Dr. DiTraglia collected a vaginal swab

sample at the scene where Casares’s body was located, he did not take one at
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the autopsy. (27 RT 5356.) A toxicological screening of Casares’s blood was
negative for alcohol and drugs. (27 RT 5468.)

Petechial hemorrhaging was present in Casares’s eyes and eyelids.
(27 RT 5347-5348.) There were abrasions on her neck that likely occurred
before her death. (27 RT 5349.) The largest abrasion was consistent with
strangulation. (27 RT 5349-5350.) No ligature marks were present on
Casares’s neck. (27 RT 5359.) Casares’s thyroid cartilage was fractured, as
was the hyoid bone above it. (27 RT 5354-5358.) There was also
hemorrhaging in the neck around the thyroid cartilage. (27 RT 5355.)

At the center of Casares’s chest was a single stab wound measuring 3.2
cm long and 4 3/4 inches deep. (27 RT 5350.) The weapon entered from the
front of Casares’s body and was angled five degrees downward but was
otherwise straight. (27 RT 5351-5352.) DiTraglia did not see any hilt mark at
the wound. (27 RT 5351; see 27 RT 5360-5391.) Casares’s breast appeared
to have been excised postmortem in a circumferential cutting manner similar to
how McDonald’s breast had been removed. (27 RT 5352-5354.) The inside
of Casares’s left wrist was bruised before she died. (27 RT 5349.)

Dr. DiTraglia determined the cause of Casares’s death to be
strangulation; he also noted the stab wound to Casares’s chest. (27 RT 5357.)
The stab wound was fatal and would have killed Casares, but Dr DiTraglia
could not determine whether the strangulation or stab wound had killed her
first. (27 RT 5357.) He also could not determine whether the strangulation was
effected by hand or with a ligature. (27 RT 5358.)

R. Scratches On Suff’s Face And Chest On December 23,
1991

On December 23, 1991, the day of Casares’s murder, Suff visited Ross’s
office and saw her assistant, Cristen Thompson. (29 RT 5908, 5937, 5942.)
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Thompson noticed Suff had thick, wide scratches on his face. (29 RT 5937.)
When Thompson visited Ross’s apartment later that evening (29 RT 5938,
5942), Suff was also present. (29 RT 5915-5916, 5926-5927, 5930.) Suffhad
three scratches that resembled fingernail scratches on his face that reached from
his cheekbone near his eye to his jaw. (29 RT 5915, 5929, 5938; see also
29 RT 5948-5949.) Ross recalled they were on the right side of Suff’s face, but
was not certain. (29 RT 5929.) The scratches were red but not bleeding or
scabbing. (29 RT 5929-5930.)

Suff told Thompson and Ross that he attempted to intervene in an
argument between a man and a woman at Kaiser Hospital in Fontana, when the
woman turned on Suff and defended the man by scratching Suff in the face.
(29 RT 5916, 5938-5939.) Suff said hospital security responded to the fight.
(29 RT 5916, 5939.)

Describing the same incident to Ross’s boyfriend, Suff said he had
broken up a fight between two men, and that a girlfriend of one of the men got
on Suff’s back and clawed him on the face. (29 RT 5949.) He also said he was
scratched on the chest during the fight, and showed the scratches to Bell.
(29 RT 5949, 5954.) Suff said security was called but the matter was “taken
care of” because the security people knew him. (29 RT 5949.)

Suff told Cheryl that the scratches on his face and chest were from their
cat, Cally. (31 RT 6375.)

The Kaiser Hospital Fontana Assistant Security Location Manager, who
was responsible for security (30 RT 6099, 6101), checked incident logs at both
the Fontana and Riverside Kaiser Hospitals for a fight or other incident
involving Suff in December 1991 (30 RT 6100). Under the hospital’s written
policy, security personnel must immediately respond to a call for assistance due
to an altercation, fight, or other need, and call for police assistancé when

needed. (30 RT 6099-6100, 6103-6104.) The only incident report involving
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Suff in December 1991 was his traffic accident, which had occurred outside
hospital property. (30 RT 6100, 6102.)

The next day, on Christmas Eve, Suff was again at Ross’s apartment for
dinner with other guests when a Pay-Per-View advertisement for the movie,
“Silence of the Lambs,” aired. (29 RT 5920, 5926-5928, 5939.) Ross’s guests
were trying to decide between two movies. (29 RT 5940, 5945.) After a friend
of Ross’s made a comment about the movie, Suff said, “she was stupid to get
into the van.” (29 RT 5921, 5940.) There was no mention or reference in the

commercial about a van. (29 RT 5944.)

S. Suff’s Arrest, January 9, 1992

From 1985 to January 1992, Roberta Gamboa lived in the Riverside area
and worked as a prostitute. (27 RT 5475-5476.) As of January 1992, she had
been a prostitute for about 10 years, though not always in the Riverside area.
(27 RT 5476.) Gamboa would usually work the area on University Avenue
between Park and Chicago Avenues. (27 RT 5476.) To her knowledge, the
majority of the prostitutes in Riverside worked in that area. (27 RT 5476.)

Around 9:30 p.m. on January 9, 1992, after working earlier that night,
Gamboa stopped at a liquor store on University Avenue to buy a soda. (27 RT
5477-5479, 5489-5490.) The liquor store was located betvyeen an empty lot
and what was then the Thunderbird Motel. (27 RT 5477-5480.) As she entered
the store, she saw a Caucasian man driving a gray van up University Avenue.
(27 RT 5482, 5491.) He pulled into the driveway of the dirt lot, made a U-turn
in the dirt area of the lot, and parked on the pavement at the end of the
driveway, facing traffic, with the engine running. (27 RT 5481, 5491-5492,
5496.)

When Gamboa emerged from the liquor store, she looked around and

saw the van. (27 RT 5491.) She noticed the passenger side of the van was
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smashed in. (27 RT 5482.) The driver was alone in the car. (27 RT 5482.) He
motioned for Gamboa to come over, and she walked in front of the van toward
the driver’s side. (27 RT 5481, 5491-5493.) As she approached, the man asked
Gamboa if she was working and she said, “No, not right now.” (27 RT 5481-
5482, see also 27 RT 5492.) The man offered Gamboa $30 for a date, and
Gamboa again said she was not working. (27 RT 5482, 5494.) While still
about five feet away from the driver’s window, Gamboa spotted a police officer
on a motorcycle coming toward her on the street; the officer made eye contact
with Gamboa. (27 RT 5481-5483, 5492-5493.) Not wanting to get in trouble,
Gamboa turned and walked back toward the way she had come. (27 RT 5482-
5483.)

1. Traffic Stop Of Suff’s Van

Riverside Police Officer Frank Orta was patrolling the area of University
Avenue on a police motorcycle on January 9, 1992. (27 RT 5498-5499.)
Working his usual shift, he patrolled the area from 2:00 p.m. to midnight.
(27 RT 5503; 28 RT 5516.)

Officer Orta was aware there had been multiple murders of prostitutes
in the Riverside and Lake Elsinore areas, and that a task force had been created
to investigate the murders. (27 RT 5500; see 28 RT 5584, 5606-5607.) That
evening, Officer Orta was aware the task force was also patrolling the area,
trying to locate the suspect for the murders. (27 RT 5502-5503.) Officer Orta
had earlier seen a police bulletin, generated by Detective Keers in August 1991,
concerning a possible suspect in at least one of the murders that had occurred
near the University Avenue area. (27 RT 5500-5501.) The bulletin described
the suspect and the suspect’s vehicle. (27 RT 5501-5502.) Officer Orta had
also seen a sketch of the suspect. (27 RT 5502.)
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Around 9:30 p.m., Officer Orta was riding his police motorcycle
eastbound on University Avenue, when he saw a grayish van making a U-turn
inside the dirt area of the Discount Liquor store parking lot. (27 RT 5503-
5504; 28 RT 5507-5513, 5539-5540.) After making a U-turn the van stopped,
facing University Avenue. (28 RT 5513, 5540.) From about 70 to 80 feet
away, Officer Orta saw that the van’s headlights remained on after it stopped,
and no one got out. (28 RT 5514.) The van was similar to the description in
the police bulletin of the serial killer’s vehicle. (28 RT 5522.)

Officer Orta. then saw a lone female approach the van from the front of
the liquor store. (28 RT 5514-5515, 5521, 5541.) He could not see the driver
of the van at that time, nor could he tell how many people were inside. (28 RT
5515.) The officer took note of the woman’s physical description (28 RT 5521)
and clothing (28 RT 5517).

Having patrolled the area for five or six years, Officer Orta was aware
that University Avenue was an area of high activity for prostitution. (27 RT
5499; 28 RT 5515-5516.) Officer Orta had assisted other law enforcement
officers on numerous occasions in contacting known prostitutes on University
Avenue. (28 RT 5516.) He had also observed how prostitutes would solicit
sex. (28 RT 5516.) Based on his experience, Officer Orta believed the woman
was a prostitute who was contacting a client. (28 RT 5817.)

The woman was about five feet from the driver’s side of the van (28 RT
5521, 5541) when, as Officer Orta neared the van’s location, he and the woman
looked at each other (28 RT 5522-5523). The woman then stopped, turned
around, and walked back toward Discount Liquor. (28 RT 5523.) Officer Orta
decided to turn around and follow or contact the van. (28 RT 5523.)

Officer Orta drove about a half block further eastbound down University
Avenue to Sedgewick and made a U-turn. (28 RT 5523, 5541.) The van was
already on University Avenue heading westbound, and Officer Orta pulled up
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directly behind it. (28 RT 5524, 5541.) AtPark Avenue, the van stopped at the
red light, then abruptly turned right without signaling. (28 RT 5524-5525.)
Officer Orta followed the van around the turn and activated his emergency
lights upon straightening out from the turn. (28 RT 5525.) The van continued
down Park Avenue, stopped at the four-way stop sign, and then turned left onto
Seventh Street. (28 RT 5525-5526, 5546.) After traveling on Seventh Street
about 60 feet, the van pulled over and Officer Orta began a typical traffic
enforcement stop. (28 RT 5526, 5542, 5546.)

When Officer Orta approached, he noticed the driver, like the
description of the possible suspect of the prostitute killings, was wearing very
thick glasses. (28 RT 5528-5529.) The man was alone. (28 RT 5527.) Officer
Orta asked the man for his driver’s license and vehicle registration. (28 RT
5527, 5542.)

The man never produced a vehicle registration. (28 RT 5530.) The
driver’s name, as listed on his license, was Bill Lee Suff. (28 RT 5527.) At
trial, Officer Orta identified Suff as the driver. (28 RT 5546-5547.) Suff’s
printed address of 33021 Orchard, Lake Elsinore, had been crossed out. (28 RT
5527.) On the back of his license was handwritten, “new address,” and the
address of 1410 Morrow Way, No. 9, Lake Elsinore. (28 RT 5528.)
Underneath was written a second address, 210 N. Beechwood, No. 469, Rialto.
(28 RT 5528.) Officer Orta noted the two Lake Elsinore addresses because he
was aware some of the bodies of the serial prostitute killer were disposed of in
the Lake Elsinore area. (28 RT 5528.)

Officer Orta returned to his motorcycle to write a citation. (28 RT
5530.) After running a check of the license and the van’s license plate number,
Officer Orta learned Suff’s license was suspended. (28 RT 5530-5531, 5543.)
The van had a personalized license plate that read, “BILSUF1.” (28 RT 5534.)
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Officer Orta decided to impound the van after learning the vehicle registration
had expired. (28 RT 5531-5532, 5535.)

As Officer Orta began writing the citation, Officers Don Tauilli and
Duane Beckman from the Riverside Police Department stopped and offered
assistance. (28 RT 5532-5533, 5553, 5572.) The officers also happened to be
members of the task force that was patrolling for the suspect of the prostitute
killings. (28 RT 5533, 5535, 5549-5550, 5571.) Officer Orta told the officers
what he had observed between the van driver and the woman. (28 RT 5533,
5553, 5572.)

2. Inventory Search Of Suff’s Van

The van was gray or silver, but in the evening light it had a two-tone,
gray and bluish tint. (28 RT 5583; see also 28 RT 5580.) Officer Tauilli saw
that the van very closely fit the description of the one in a police bulletin
provided to the task force officers. (28 RT 5552, 5554.) Officer Beckman took
photos of the driver to assist in confirming whether he matched the composite
and description of the serial killer suspect. (28 RT 5535, 5545, 5554, 5572-
5573.)

The two task force officers also helped Officer Orta conduct and write
up an inventory search of the van prior to it being towed and stored. (28 RT
5535-5536, 5555, 5575.) The inside of the van was very messy. (28 RT 5568,
5581.) Officer Beckman searched the passenger side of the van. (28 RT 5575.)
In the area of the center console, he found a pair of glasses with a silver frame
and clear glass lenses. (28 RT 5575, 5577, 5580, 5583-5584.) Nearby, he
found a credit card holder containing several cards. (28 RT 5580.)

Looking inside the van while standing at the driver’s side, Officer Tauilli
saw what appeared to be the butt of a gun poking out from under the seat.
(28 RT 5555-5556.) Officer Tauilli pulled the gun out of the car. (28 RT
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5556.) Itresembled a Colt Python — a long-barrel, large-frame revolver — in a
brown holster with a strap over the top. (28 RT 5556-5557.) The gun looked,
felt, and had the weight of a real gun. (28 RT 5556-5557.) Upon further
inspection after removing it from the holster, however, Officer Tauilli
determined it was a BB gun. (28 RT 5557-5558, 5567.) Officer Beckman
photographed the BB gun. (28 RT 5573.)

Officer Tauilli looked under the driver’s seat and found a steak knife
with the blade wedged in the track of the seat so only the handle was visible.
(28 RT 5558-5561.) The blade measured about five inches in length. (28 RT
5561.) Suff’s wife Cheryl recognized the knife as having come from her
kitchen. (31 RT 6364-6365.) A red substance that appeared to be blood was
visible on the knife blade. (28 RT 5561; 35 RT 7465-7467.)

The red substance on the blade was later determined to be human blood
of type A. (35 RT 7443-7453, 7458.) A pinkish-whitish substance, which
appeared to be human fatty tissue, was also on the blade. (35 RT 7454, 7466-
7467.) The tissue-like substance was tested for phosphoglucomutase (PGM)
enzyme type, of which there are ten, and determined to be of PGM type 2+1-.
(35 RT 7453-7458; see also 38 RT 8154-8155.) Casares’s blood was type A,
PGM type 2+1-. (35 RT 7459-7461.) Suffhad blood type O, PGM type 2-1+.
(35 RT 7458-7461.) Of the general population, about 1.2 percent of African-
Americans, 1.8 percent of Caucasians, and 1.9 percent of Hispanics shared both
the same blood type and PGM type as Casares and the blood and tissue on the
knife. (35 RT 7464-7465; see also 35 RT 7462-7463, 7467-7478.)

In the net-like pocket on the back of the driver’s seat, Officer Tauilli
found white rope resembling clothesline. (28 RT 5561-5562, 5574.) The rope
was about a quarter-inch thick. (28 RT 5568.) Officer Beckman photographed
the rope together with a California Highway Patrol cap he found drapéd over
a CB radio at the front of the console. (28 RT 5574-5576.) On the console
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behind the driver’s seat was a black book. (28 RT 5564-5565.) Officer

Beckman called to the scene his supervisor, who then contacted Detective

Keers. (28 RT 5565, 5581.)

3. Examination Of Suff’s Tires For Brand Names

Criminalist Secofsky had earlier told Detective Keers that the tires on the
suspect vehicle at the Casares crime scene included a Yokohama on the front
driver’s side and two Uniroyals on the passenger side of the vehicle; he could
not determine the brand of the rear driver’s side tire. (28 RT 5585-5587; see
28 RT 5627, 5632.) Thus, while his supervisor was on the phone with
Detective Keers, Officer Tauilli was asked to look at the tires of the van and
report the brand of the tire on the front driver’s side. (28 RT 5565, 5589-5590.)
After Officer Tauilli relayed the information, Detective Keers asked the
supervisor to secure the scene and stop searching until Detective Keers and
other law enforcement personnel arrived. (28 RT 5537, 5566, 5590.)

Detective Christine Keers later arrived on the scene. (28 RT 5537, 5566,
5591.) After speaking with Officers Orta, Tauilli, and Beckman about their
observations, Detective Keers looked at the tires on the van. (28 RT 5591.) A
Y okohama tire was on the front driver’s side and two Uniroyal were tires on the

passenger side. (28 RT 5591.) The fourth tire was a Dunlop. (28 RT 5591-
5592.)

4. Police Locate The Woman Suff Contacted At The
Liquor Store
Later that evening, Detective Keers asked a female officer to go to
University Avenue and locate the woman with whom Officer Orta had seen
Suff’s van, based on her description. (28 RT 5601, 5619-5620; see 28 RT

5517.) About 20 minutes later, the officer located the woman, i1dentified as
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Roberta Gamboa, and brought her to the Riverside Police Department. (27 RT
5483; 28 RT 5601.)

Detective Keers interviewed Gamboa, who told the detective about her
encounter with the man in the van. The detective then showed Gamboa photos
of the van Suff had been driving that evening. (27 RT 5484, 5495; 28 RT
5601, 5620.) Gamboa identified Suff’s van. (28 RT 5601-5602.) She
additionally told Detective Keers that the passenger side of the van, which was
not pictured, was damaged. (28 RT 5603.) Detective Keers also had seen
damage to the passenger side. (28 RT 5603, 5604.) Photos of the van’s
damaged passenger side were later taken in the Department of Justice parking
lot. (28 RT 5604-5605.)

After reading the police department’s admonishment form to Gamboa,
Detective Keers took Gamboa to a room where a person was seated. Gamboa
identified Suff as the driver of the van. (27 RT 5484; 28 RT 5602.) Gamboa
recognized the person as the man who had contacted her in the dirt lot next to
the liquor store earlier that evening. The man in the room was Suff (27 RT
5484,5488; 28 RT 5603.) At trial, Gamboa identified Suff as the man she saw
in the van. (27 RT 5489.)

5. Suff’s Physical Appearance At Time Of Arrest

Detective Keers first spoke with Suff within an hour of his arrival at the
Riverside Police Department, around 11:00 p.m. that night. (28 RT 5582; 37
RT 7969-7970, 7977.) At that time, Detective Keers observed scratches on
Suff’s chest and on the side of his face. (28 RT 5605, 5621.) The scratches
were photographed. (28 RT 5605, 5621.) The interview was conducted in an
interview room and was recorded without Suff’s knowledge. (37 RT 7970-
7971.)
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Suff was wearing Converse tennis shoes. (28 RT 5603-5604, 5621,
5634.) Criminalist Secofsky had earlier related to Detective Keers his opinion
that the shoes which left the impressions at the Casares crime scene were
Converse tennis shoes. (28 RT 5588; see 28 RT 5627.) Suff was also wearing
gold wire-framed, tinted glasses. (28 RT 5610-5611.) Detective Keers
confiscated as evidence Suff’s gold-framed glasses, along with the silver wire-
frame glasses Officer Beckman had found inside the van. (28 RT 5610-5612;
see 28 RT 5575, 5577, 5580, 5583-5584.)

Around 4:30 a.m. on January 10, 1992, a Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department forensic evidence technician took several photographs of Suff,
including of abrasions or scratches on the right side of his face, the left clavicle
area of his upper chest, and his hands. (28 RT 5656-5659, 5662-5663.) On
Suff’s right hand was a healing cut or scratch just above the knuckle on his
forefinger, and a scar on the back of his thumb. (28 RT 5660.) The technician
also photographed some bruising and a healing cut on Suff’s lower lip. (28 RT
5657-5658.) Suffhad five cuts or tears on the T-shirt he was wearing. (28 RT
5660.) Additional photos were taken of Suff without shoes but otherwise fully
clothed including his jacket, and wearing the wire-frame, dark-tinted glasses.
(28 RT 5657, 5661.) A separate photo was taken of Suff’s black Converse
tennis shoes. (28 RT 5661.)

Riverside Police Department Investigator Creed transported Suff to the
Riverside County Jail for booking sometime in the morning on January 10,
1992. (28 RT 5635-5636.) During the booking process, Investigator Creed
collected Suff’s clothing as evidence. (28 RT 5636; see also 28 RT 5634.)
Suff was wearing a brown button-down shirt, sleeveless blue T-shirt with some
holes near the stomach area, a pair of brown pants, and a black, basket-weave

belt with a silver- and gold-colored metal buckle on it. (28 RT 5636-5637.)
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The buckle bore the initial “B.” (28 RT 5637.) Suff was also in possession of
a jacket with various patches. (28 RT 5637-5638.)

6. Fluid And Hair Samples Collected From Suff

At the Riverside Police Department, Detective Michael Hearn assisted
forensic technician Michael Latulippe of Bio-tox Laboratory in collecting
samples of blood, saliva, and hair from various parts of Suff’s body at 1:15 a.m.
on January 10, 1992. (28 RT 5639-5640, 5642, 5647-5650; 37 RT 7969-7970,
7975, 7977.) Detective Hearn took additional samples of hair from Suff’s arms
and legs three days later, at the Riverside County Jail. (28 RT 5641.) About
16 months later, on April 22, 1993, Latulippe collected additional hair samples
from Suff’s pubic area and between the thigh and the pubic area on both legs.
(28 RT 5652-5653.)

7. Suff’s Statement To Police

Later in the afternoon on January 10, 1992, Detective Keers conducted
a second tape recorded interview of Suff. Riverside County Sheriff’s Detective
John Davis was also present. (37 RT 7971, 7974.) Suff initially denied that his
van was on Victoria Avenue on December 23, 1991. (37 RT 7972.) When
Detective Keers told Suff that tire tracks from his van’s tires were located in an
orange grove area off of Victoria Avenue, Suff admitted his van was on
Victoria Avenue on December 23. (37 RT 7972.) Although Suff also denied
anything was in the orange grove, he later said there was a body in the orange
grove, but denied putting it there. (37 RT 7972-7974.) Detective Keers asked
Suff whether his shoe prints were in the orange grove, and Suff admitted he had
left shoe prints there. (37 RT 7973.) Suff repeatedly denied killing any of the
victims. (37 RT 7976, 7980.)
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T. Detailed Search By Police Of Suff’s Van

While at the scene of Suff’s arrest, Detective Keers took as evidence the
California Highway Patrol baseball cap and white, clothesline-type rope that
Officer Beckman had removed from the van and photographed. (28 RT 5612-
5613; see 28 RT 5562, 5574-5576.) There were two pieces of white rope with
fibers different from one another. (28 RT 5613.)

Detective Keers also collected carpet fibers and other trace evidence
from the van. (28 RT 5592.) Mindful that gray and green fibers and rope fibers
had been recovered from some of the victims’ bodies, Detective Keers collected
fiber samples of gray carpet, a green blanket, and a rope that were inside the
van. (28 RT 5593, 5630-5631, 5633.) She then had the van towed by flatbed
truck to preserve the tire tread, and contacted criminalist Secofsky. (28 RT
5594.)

Secofsky collected carpet and seat fibers from inside Suff’s van, as well
as Suff’s sleeping bag, green blanket, gold pillow, and rope. (33 RT 6880-
6881.) He also collected trace evidence from inside the van, using tape lifts.
(33 RT 6888-6889.) Cat hairs found in the carpet of Suff’s van were similar,
at a microscopic level, to those of Suff’s adult cat. (35 RT 7345-7347.)

While searching the van, a Notice to Appear dated August 8, 1991, and
bearing the name of Kelly Marie Hammond was located in the glove box. (28
RT 5608-5609.) On August 16, 1991, Detective Keers had responded to the
crime scene in Corona where Kelly Marie Hammond’s body had been found.
(28 RT 5609.) Hammond’s friend, Kelly Whitecloud, had described a third seat
behind the passenger seat. (24 RT 4716-4717,4733-4734.) Suff’s van had no
third seat, but was equipped to attach additional seats. (28 RT 5622.)

In separate locations of the van, Detective Keers found two lengths of
brown, natural fiber rope, also called sisal. (28 RT 5613-5615.) She also found

a plastic credit card holder containing several cards, including two Costco
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Wholesale membership cards bearing Suff’s name, signature, and photo; a
business card for Turner Realty in the name of Bonnie Ashley with an address
in Wildomar, California; a bowling membership card in Suff’s name; and a
Home Club Warehouse membership card bearing Suff’s name, signature, and
photo. (28 RT 5616-5617.)

In addition to the knife found earlier by Officer Tauilli, a buck knife was
found in the back of the van, in a quarter panel. (28 RT 5627.)

U. Tire Track Impression Analysis

Criminalist Secofsky of the California Department of Justice analyzed
tire impressions at the Miller crime scene in comparison to reference manuals
and the usable tire impressions photographed at the other crime scenes, and
determined 12 impressions were consistent with an Armstrong Coronet Ultra
Trac, and two were consistent with a Yokohama 382 type of tire. More
specifically, based on the general tread design and pitch variation, the tire track
impressions at the Miller crime scene could have been made by the same tires
or the same type of tires that made impressions at the Leal, Ferguson, and
Puckett crime scenes. (32 RT 6606-6653, 6663; 33 RT 6680-6694, 6697-6715,
6717-6727, 6732-6753, 6820-6827.) Assuming forward movement, the
Armstrong tire would have been mounted at the front, and the Yokohama tire
would have been mounted at the rear of the same vehicle. (32 RT 6642-6648;
33 RT 6721-6723.) Finally, the measurements of the track widths and
particular tire placement according to the impressions were consistent with the
placement of the Armstrong and Yokohama tires that would have been on
Suff’s Mitsubishi van at the time of the Miller, Leal, Ferguson, and Puckett
murders. (33 RT 6713-6715, 6820-6823.)

Criminalist Secofsky also examined tire track impressions he observed

and documented at the McDonald crime scene. After analyzing them
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independently and in comparison to the tires on Suff’s Mitsubishi van at the
time of the crime and at his arrest, Secofsky determined one was consistent with
the Yokohama 382 tire that would have been on the right rear, one was
consistent with a Yokohama 381 tire that would have been on the right front,
one corresponded with the measurements and wear of the Yokohama 381 tire
on the left front, and one could have been made by a Dunlop tire at the left rear
of Suff’s van. (33 RT 6754.1-6754.16, 6754.19, 6754.22-6754.28, 6754.31-
6754.32, 6766-6773, 6781-6782, 6793-6794, 6823, 6825-6826.)

Comparing the McDonald crime scene tire impressions with the Miller
crime scene tire impressions, Secofsky concluded the same Yokohama 382 tire
could have made the track impressions at both crime scenes. (33 RT 6754.16-
6754.19, 6754.29(1)-6754.29(2), 6809-6810, 6823, 6825.)

Criminalist Secofsky also compared test impressions from the tires on
Suff’s van at the time of his arrest with tire impressions from the Casares crime
scene and determined that crime scene impressions could have been made by
the Uniroyal Tiger Paw XTM tires on the right front and the right rear of Suff’s
van, which were fairly new at the time, by the Yokohama 371 tire on the left
front of Suff’s van, and by the Dunlop SB 32] tire on the left rear of Suff’s van.
(33 RT 6773-6794, 6796-6826.) In light of the combination of the three
different types of tires mounted on Suff’s van in the same placement as the tires
that made the impressions at the Casares crime scene, in addition to the wear
characteristics of those tires, it was unlikely any vehicle other than Suff’s left
tire tracks at the crime scene. (33 RT 6813-6815.)

The impressions made by the Dunlop tire at the Casares crime scene and
by the Dunlop on Suff’s van were consistent with the impression found at the

McDonald crime scene. (33 RT 6793-6794.)
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V. Search Of Suff’s Meadow Lane Apartment

On January 10, 1992, members of the homicide task force executed a
search warrant at Suff’s Meadow Lane apartment in Colton. (29 RT 5961-
5963; 30 RT 6048-6049; 31 RT 6281.)

A General Electric Miser 95-watt light bulb was installed in a floor lamp
equipped with a table attachment and extra reading light. (29 RT 5968-5970,
5983.) A storage closet contained more light bulbs. (29 RT 5976.) Among
them, a GE 95-watt Miser light bulb — the same brand, type, and size that was
found in Leal’s uterus — and a GE 75-watt Miser light bulb were taken as
evidence. (29 RT 5976-5977, 5983; see 27 RT 5402-5403, 5411, 5414-5415;
30 RT 6039-6042, 6044.)

A pair of captain’s chairs for Suff’s van were stacked inside the spare
bedroom. (29 RT 5974-5975, 5982; 30 RT 6047.) Inside the closet of the
spare bedroom was a fold-down bench seat, also for Suff’s van. (29 RT 5975,
5982; 30 RT 6047.)

Suff and Cheryl had a cat named Cally continuously since they lived on
Chestnut Street in Lake Elsinore. (31 RT 6357-6358.) The cat had ridden in
the van. (31 RT 6358.) Cheryl and Suff got two kittens on December 23 or 24,
1991. (31 RT 6358-6359.) Hair samples were taken from Cally and the two
kittens. (29 RT 5981, 5984; 31 RT 6358.) The couple had another cat for
about a month while they lived in Lake Elsinore, but it did not move with them
to Cheryl’s parents’ home in Rialto. (31 RT 6359.)

In a box in the livingroom was a pair of metal handcuffs. (29 RT 5981,
5983-5984.) Also in the living room, police found nylon rope. (29 RT 5981-
5982.) A length of white cotton rope was also located in the spare bedroom.

(29 RT 5982.)
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Police executed a second search warrant on the apartment three days
later. (30 RT 6058; 33 RT 6876.) Along with a map, police collected three
photographs of Suff. (33 RT 6058-6060, 6876-6877.)

On March 24, 1992, Riverside County Sheriff’s Investigator George Yeo
visited Suff’s Meadow Lane apartment, which by then was vacant. (30 RT
6149.) There was trash in most of the rooms. (30 RT 6150.) Investigator Yeo

collected clothing, receipts, pieces of paper, and other documents. (30 RT

6150-6152.)

W.  Further Investigation Of Rhonda Jetmore’s January
1989 Attack

After Suff’s arrest on January 2, 1992 (21 RT 3923, 3945), Riverside
County Sheriff’s Deputy Theodore Hoffman of the Lake Elsinore Sheriff’s
Station reviewed Detective Nielsen’s 1989 report and noticed the name “Bill.”
Deputy Hoffman contacted Jetmore in late January 1992 through the Siskiyou
County Sheriff’s Department. (20 RT 3851; 21 RT 3922-3925, 3945.) Their
telephone conversation lasted 10 to 15 minutes at the most. (21 RT 3945.)

Jetmore said she lived in a remote area and did not recall seeing any
media reports of an arrest in connection with the Riverside County prostitute
murders; Jetmore did not own a television or read newspapers. (20 RT 3867,
21 RT 3925-3926.) Jetmore remained confident she could identify her attacker.
(20 RT 3854, 3898; 21 RT 3926.)

On March 25, 1992, Deputy Hoffman visited Jetmore at her boyfriend’s
house in Seiad Valley, Siskiyou County (20 RT 3854-3856; 21 RT 3927),
where she had lived since February 1989. (20 RT 3867.) The area was very
remote; it was at least an hour from Eureka and in the middle of a national
forest, with a population of 80. (20 RT 3867; 21 RT 3927.) During the tape

recorded interview, Jetmore described the entire incident in more detail than
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before, as she felt she had more time than in the prior telephone conversations
with law enforcement. (20 RT 3855-3856, 3863, 3879; see also 21 RT
3932-3935, 3944-3946.)

In this interview, Jetmore described her attacker as between five feet, ten
inches and six feet tall, and weighing 200 to 210 pounds. (20 RT 3880-3881;
21 RT 3937.) Jetmore also said the man had straight, short brown hair. (20 RT
3881;21 RT 3937, 3956.) She identified the man’s belt buckle as being gold-
or brass-colored and bearing the name “Bill.” (20 RT 3887, 3899-3900; 21 RT
3939, 3987-3958.) At the time, the man was wearing a dark-colored
windbreaker, possibly red, and glasses with dark wire frames. (20 RT 3882; 21
RT 3938, 3957.)

Jetmore recalled the car was a small, light-colored station wagon,
possibly tan or cream-colored, with a tan or light-brown interior. (20 RT 3868,
3882-3883,3896; 21 RT 3935-3936,3956.) The car was in good condition and
the inside looked clean, other than all the papers. (20 RT 3868; 21 RT 3936.)
The back seat was folded down. (20 RT 3868; 21 RT 3936.) Although she
testified she thought the car had four doors, Jetmore told Deputy Hoffman she
was pretty sure it was a two-door vehicle. (20 RT 3868-3869, 3883-3884; 21
RT 3936, 3957.) Jetmore told Deputy Hoffman she could not positively
identify the car as compared to the person. (20 RT 3870, 3884, 3898.)

After Jetmore described the attack, Deputy Hoffman showed Jetmore
two photographic lineups: one of cars and one of people. (20 RT 3863-3865,
3868; 21 RT 3928-3932.) Deputy Hoffman read to Jetmore a standardized
printed admonishment for photographic lineups. (20 RT 3863; 21 RT
3940-3941.)

First viewing the photographic lineup of cars (21 RT 3941-3942),
Jetmore said, “Could have been any one of these,” but selected two photos and

said she was not sure. (20 RT 3868-3870, 3884; 21 RT 3943, 3954, 3961.)
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One of the photos Jetmore chose was of the white station wagon belonging to
Suff’s former girlfriend, Bonnie Ashley. (21 RT 3930-3931, 3943, 3955.)

Upon viewing the photographic lineup of individuals, Jetmore said, “Oh,
wow,” then selected Suff’s photo as that of her attacker. (21 RT 3943,3960.)
She then systematically explained why she did not choose some of the other
photos. (21 RT 3944.) Jetmore selected the photo based on Suff’s glasses,
mustache, round face, sideburns, and “clean image.” (20 RT 3865-3866.)
Jetmore testified she also picked the photo because of the man’s “sober image,”
meaning he was clean-cut and did not look like a drug user; her comment had
nothing to do with his facial expression. (20 RT 3886-3887.) She had never
previously seen a photo of the man. (20 RT 3867-3868.) At trial, Jetmore
identified Suff as the man who attacked her in 1989. (20 RT 3870-3871; see
also 20 RT 3899.)

X. Suff’s Negative Attitude Toward Prostitutes
1. April 1984

A couple weeks after Suff moved into Ashley’s home in April 1984, his

younger brother, Robert, '

visited Ashley’s residence to do yard work for Suff.
(31 RT 6256, 6260.) The Dunes Casino was visible from Ashley’s house
(31 RT 6261), and Robert was single (31 RT 6262). As Robert pulled weeds
from the gravel driveway, Suff stood by while they talked about the casino and
that it would be the perfect place to meet a woman. (31 RT 6261-6262.) Suff
then abruptly said that he hated prostitutes. (31 RT 6257-6258, 6260-6263.)

Robert could not recall whether Ashley was outside during the conversation.

(31 RT 6261.)

15. To avoid confusion, Robert Suff is referenced by first name.
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2. August 1989

Pamela Jones was the apartment manager at the Morrow Way apartment
complex while Suff lived there. (31 RT 6227-6228.) On August 19, 1989,
Jones hosted a slumber party of four to six girls for her daughter’s 14th
birthday. (31 RT 6231-6233, 6240-6241.) During the party, the girls dressed
up “like Barbies,” put on makeup including glitter and eye shadow, and went
to Suff’s apartment for him to judge which of the girls was the prettiest. (31 RT
6233-6234, 6240-6241.)

When Suff answered the door, he said that all the girls who were
wearing makeup looked “like goddamn prostitutes,” and that the one girl who
wore no makeup was “more lady looking.” (31 RT 6234, 6241.) Suff had on
other occasions told Jones’s daughter not to wear a lot of makeup but to look
more natural, “more like a lady and not like a prostitute.” (31 RT 6234-6235,
6241-6242.) Another time, when several women were upstairs on the balcony
of a male neighbor’s apartment, Suff said the women were there “for one thing”
and that they were “just whores.” (31 RT 6235.) Suffsaid it was degrading to
other women to have to be around “something like that.” (31 RT 6235.)

3. Early 1990

s/

In early 1990, Kristina Seeger moved into Suff’s Chestnut Street
apartment. (31 RT 6244-6245; see also 31 RT 6324.) Seeger and Suff were
friends. (31 RT 6245.) Suff took in Seeger after her brother threw her out.
(31 RT 6246-6247.) During the month and a half Seeger lived with Suff, he
told her several times that he did not like prostitutes and that they needed to be
killed because they were “sluts.” (31 RT 6245-6246, 6248-6249.) At the time,
Seeger thought he was kidding. (31 RT 6251.) Seeger moved out of Suff’s
apartment within a week or two of his March 17, 1990 marriage to Cheryl
Lewis. (31 RT 6245.)

86



4. December 1991

~ Correctional Officer James Dees of the Riverside County Sheriff’s
Department had visited the Washington Street warehouse weekly over the past
year to year and a half to pick up supplies for his department. (32 RT 6464,
6467.) Officer Dees would see Suff about every second or third trip, and
considered him a friend. (32 RT 6465, 6468, 6470.) During Officer Dees’s
visits, Suff occasionally would bring up the subject of the prostitute killings in
Riverside, and they would discuss whom they thought was doing the killings.
(32 RT 6465-6466, 6468.) Suff also inquired whether Officer Dees knew the
detectives working on the investigation, and asked, “are they closing in on
him?” (32 RT 6470.)

On one occasion shortly before Christmas 1991, Suff asked Officer Dees
what kind of person he thought would do such a thing; the officer guessed that
it was probably an act of revenge by someone who had picked up AIDS or
something of that nature from a prostitute. (32 RT 6466.) Suff disagreed and
said he thought it was someone who was “basically going to clean the place

up.” (32 RT 6466.)

Y. Suff’s Knowledge Of Back Roads Near The Sites Of
Victims’ Bodies

In November 1989, Leah Gibbons moved into an apartment complex on
Morrow Way in Lake Elsinore, where she met Suff. (28 RT 5682-5684, 5697-
5698.) At the time, she did not have a car and was unfamiliar with the Lake
Elsinore area. (28 RT 5699.) Gibbons and Suff became friends and would go
places together. (28 RT 5684, 5698-5699, 5702.)

Suff sometimes took Gibbons driving off-road in his van on some of the
roads around Elsinore and in the hills. (28 RT 5694, 5700-5701.) On one

occasion, Suff took Gibbons for a drive on Railroad Canyon Road in Lake
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Elsinore; on another occasion, they drove through Cottonwood Canyon.
(28 RT 5684; see 28 RT 5701-5702.) During the time they were neighbors,
Suff took Gibbons driving about four or five times. (28 RT 5702-5703.)

During the second search of Suff’s apartment, police found on the floor
of Suff’s apartment a street map with locations marked on it. (30 RT
6058-6060, 6063.) Two of the marked locations coincided with where the
bodies of Hammond and Zamora were found. (30 RT 6060-6062.)

Z. Suff’s Clothing
1. Western-Style Shirts And Sleeveless T-Shirts

Bonnie Ashley testified Suff often wore sleeveless “muscle shirts”
(29 RT 5773), and that he wore a size medium shirt (29 RT 5770). Although
Suff did not regularly wear what Ashley considered to be “Western-style” shirts
while they lived together, she did see him on occasion after their March 1989
separation, and he was wearing Western-style clothes and cowboy boots.
(29 RT 5755-5756, 5771-5772.) Ashley also recalled that Suff had a belt
buckle bearing his name, “Bill,” and later found and provided to police
photographs of Suff wearing the belt buckle. (29 RT 5753-5755.) Jetmore’s
attacker in January 1989 wore a belt buckle with the name “Bill.” (20 RT 3839,
3850, 3892.) Ashley did not recognize the “B” belt buckle Suff was wearing
when he was arrested. (27 RT 5758-5759.)

During the time he lived at the Morrow Way apartment complex from
around March 1989 to December 1989, the apartment manager had seen Suff
wearing sleeveless T-shirts and recalled that Suff wore Western-style clothing.
(31 RT 6235-6237; see 29 RT 5757.)

Lyttle’s body in June 1989 had been dressed in a blue, Western-style
shirt with snaps down the front and on the sleeves, among scant other clothing.

(21 RT 3965-3966, 3993, 3995; 31 RT 6269-6271.) Lyttle’s friend, Janice
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Farmer, did not recognize the Western-style shirt as something Lyttle would
wear. (21 RT 3966; see 21 RT 3964.)

Cheryl Lewis recalled that while she lived with Suff from about
February or March 1990 until his arrest, he wore Western-style clothing and
muscle-type, sleeveless T-shirts. (31 RT 6379; see 31 RT 6324.) Similarly,
Rebecca Ross said that during the time Suff had been friendly with her — from
July 1991 to January 1992 — she saw Suff wearing Western-style shirts and a
~ big belt buckle. (29 RT 5917-5918.)

The man whom Kelly Whitecloud identified as the van driver who
picked up Kelly Hammond was described by a McDonald’s manager as
wearing cowboy boots, a Western shirt, and a Western-style belt buckle.
(28 RT 5711.) The buckle was round, silver and gold in color, and had the
initial “B” in the middle. (28 RT 5711.)

Leal’s body was dressed in a T-shirt from which the sleeves had been cut
off, which her brother Jesse did not know Leal to do. (21 RT 4043.)

Among several boxes of men’s clothing removed from the master
bedroom and the spare bedroom during the first search of Suff’s apartment
(29 RT 5982; 31 RT 6281-6285) were several Western-style shirts (31 RT
6283-6284), and a black, medium-sized sleeveless T-shirt (31 RT 6284).
During his March 1992 visit to Suff’s vacated apartment, Investigator Yeo
collected various sleeveless and short-sleeved T-shirts in large and medium
sizes. (31 RT 6274-6276.) He also took a Levi’s brand Western-style shirt
with snaps. (31 RT 6276-6277.)

When Suff was arrested on January 9, 1992, he was wearing a sleeveless
blue T-shirt under a button-down shirt, and the buckle of his belt was silver and

gold and bore the initial “B.” (28 RT 5636-5637.)
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2. Tennis Shoes

Suff owned a pair of black ProWing tennis shoes and a pair of gray
ProWing tennis shoes that Cheryl had bought for him at Payless.!¢ (31 RT
6351-6354, 6419-6420; 32 RT 6472; 33 RT 6860.) Cheryl bought the black
pair of ProWing shoes before the gray pair. (32 RT 6474.) The gray ProWing
tennis shoes were found at the foot of the living room couch during the initial
search of Suff’s Meadow Lane apartment. (29 RT 5966-5967; 30 RT 6051-
6052; 31 RT 6352-6353.) Cheryl later found Suff’s black ProWing shoes after
moving out of the apartment. (31 RT 6366; 33 RT 6859-6860.) A ProWing
shoe track had been identified at the McDonald crime scene. (30 RT 6052.)

Suff also owned a pair of black Converse tennis shoes that Cheryl
bought for him on either December 6 or 20, 1991, as an early Christmas gift.
(31 RT 6354-6356, 6419; 32 RT 6472.) Suff owned only three pairs of tennis
shoes, between which he rotated. (32 RT 6473.) He also wore tennis shoes to
work. (32 RT 6473.)

AA. Victims’ Belongings Discovered At Suff’s Workplace
Or Distributed By Suff

Toward the end of 1991, about eight or nine employees and two to five
supervised county work program participants, called “detainees,” would be in
the warehouse each day. (29 RT 5805; see 29 RT 5794, 5813.) The work
program detainees typically were working to pay down a fine. (29 RT 5793-
5794, 5824-5825, 5850, 5856-5857.) There were four to five stock clerks, with
about two assigned to each side of the tables in the numbered aisles. (29 RT
5806.) Of'those stock clerks, primarily Suff would use the packing table at the
end of aisle six. (29 RT 5813, 5840.) Suff normally worked and ate his lunch

16. ProWing is a brand exclusive to Payless Shoe Stores which carries
a patent on the sole design of its tennis shoes. (33 RT 6867-6868.)
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at that packing station. (29 RT 5799-5802.) Although there were open shelves
in the numbered aisles (29 RT 5806-5807), employees would put their coats
and lunches underneath the tables or on top of the counter (29 RT 5806, 5841-
5842).

1. Items Belonging To McDonald, Casares, And
Zamora

Sometime after Christmas week in December 1991, county detainee
Robert Guilliam was straightening up boxes underneath the packing table in
front of aisle six. (29 RT 5857-5858, 5860, 5892.) On the middle of three
shelves in the area of the table, Guilliam found a blue and white box for staples
that contained three small purses. (29 RT 5857-5860.) One was a leather, zip-
type of purse; the second was a smaller, faded red zip purse; the third was a zip
purse in red and other colors, bearing an “Indian type” design. (29 RT 5859-
5860, 5863.)

Guilliam looked inside the brown leather purse and saw some ticket
citations and what looked like two photo identifications bearing female names
with last names of McDonald and Casares. (29 RT 5861, 5869-5871, 5893.)
From the photos on the two identiﬁcations; Guilliam guessed McDonald was
African-American and Casares was ‘“Mexican.” (29 RT 5861-5862, 5870.)
The citations were folded up, and Guilliam did not look at the names on them.
(29 RT 5862.) After looking inside, Guilliam left the brown purse inside the
box. (29 RT 5862-5863.) The red purse felt empty and Guilliam placed the
purse back inside the box without looking inside. (29 RT 5863.) The purse
with the Indian pattern contained three sets of earrings. (29 RT 5863-5865.)
Of the earrings, one pair was silver and turquoise; one pair was gold and
turquoise; and one pair was of silver hoops. (29 RT 5865.) Guilliam returned
that purse to the box also. (29 RT 5863.)
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On Guilliam’s last day, January 3, 1992, he retrieved the purse with the
Indian pattern, removed the earrings to give to his daughters, and left the purse
in the box with the other two. (29 RT 5864, 5892-5893. Later in January,
Guilliam learned Suff had been arrested. (29 RT 5865.) After Riverside
County Sheriff’s Deputy David Shuck contacted Guilliam following Suff’s
arrest, Guilliam provided the deputy with the purses and three sets of earrings.
(29 RT 5866.)

Zamora’s sisters Anna Zamora and Dora Kelly, her mother Dina, and her
niece Sylvia Rodriguez all identified as Zamora’s the small purse with an
Indian-type design that Guilliam found at Suff’s work station. (30 RT 6003,
6007, 6014-6015, 6024, 6070.) Kelly had purchased two other, similar purses
at the same time. (30 RT 6007, 6015-6017, 6066-6067.) A larger purse with
an Indian-style design belonged to Kelly’s daughter, Sylvia Rodriguez. (30 RT
6015, 6067.) At trial, Zamora’s mother noted the purses were actually from
Pakistan, and showed the jury her own purse with a similar brightly-colored
pattern. (30 RT 6025-6026.)

Of the three sets of earrings found by Guilliam inside the small purse,
Zamora’s niece, Rodriguez, recognized the turquoise earrings with little hearts
as belonging to Zamora. (30 RT 6067-6068, 6072.) Zamora liked hearts,
turquoise, and Indian things. (30 RT 6005, 6024, 6027.) ’

2. Citations In Zamora’s Name

Shortly after Suff’s arrest in January 1992, a county detainee named
Raymond Ramirez was looking underneath the work station of aisle six for a
box in which to pack some pens, when he found a small, brown box containing
apurse. (29 RT 5827-5829, 5843; see 29 RT 5824.) When Ramirez pulled out
the box, which had been hidden in a far corer on the lower shelf, he saw it was

already open and contained a coin purse. (29 RT 5829, 5844.) Ramirez
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showed the brown leather coin purse to the other workers. (29 RT 5829-5830,
5843-5844; 30 RT 6134.)

The zipper-top purse was already open and appeared as if someone had
already looked through it. (29 RT 5830-5831, 5844.) Ramirez looked inside
the purse while in the presence of his co-workers. (29 RT 5831, 5844; 30 RT
6128, 6134.) Inside were folded ticket citations on thick paper, a couple Trojan
condoms, a couple tampons, and what looked like phone numbers on a folded
piece of paper. (29 RT 5830-5831, 5845; 30 RT 6128-6129.) Ramirez
unfolded the citations to look at the names on them, and noticed that all three
were in the name of Delliah Zamora, with a middle name he could not
understand. (29 RT 5831-5832, 5844; 30 RT 6129.) Ramirez remembered the
name “Zamora” because it sounded familiar. (29 RT 5846-5848.) One of his
co-workers, Joseph Hayes, also remembered the name on the two citations he
read. (30 RT 6131, 6136-6137.) Under “middle name,” the citation noted the
initials “NMN,” in parentheses. (29 RT 5833.) The citations, which were for
prostitution, possession of a syringe, and being under the influence, stated they
were issued on University Avenue. (29 RT 5833-5834; 30 RT 6130-6133; see
also 29 RT 5845-5846.) Of the three, the citation for prostitution was on top.
(29 RT 5833-5834; 30 RT 6131-6132.)

The men began throwing some of the purse’s contents around at each
other in jest, when one of the other supervisors approached, saying, “You guys
better be working.” (29 RT 5834-5836.) Afraid of being caught fooling
around, Ramirez tossed the condoms and tampons in the trash and threw the
purse back under the counter. (29 RT 5835-5836.) Ramirez then went to the
restroom and flushed the citations down the toilet. (29 RT 5836.)

The next day, Sheriff’s Deputy Shuck and an investigator interviewed
Ramirez about the purse. (29 RT 5836-5837, 5849-5850, 5896.) Ramirez

reported how and where he found the purse and its contents, including
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information such as the name on the citations. (29 RT 5837-5838, 5849,
5896-5897.) Deputy Shuck separately interviewed each of two other men who
had been with Ramirez when he found the purse. (29 RT 5850, 5897-5898; 30
RT 6081, 6130.) Based on the information the three men provided, Deputy
Shuck later obtained duplicates of Zamora’s citations from the Riverside Police

Department. (29 RT 5897-5898; 30 6081-6082.)

3. Zamora’s Pink And White Striped Shirt

When Deputy Shuck returned to the warehouse to show the citations to
Ramirez and his co-workers, he saw items of clothing in the area of the packing
tables in aisles six and seven. (30 RT 6083.) On the bottom shelf of packing
table seven, Deputy Shuck found a white blouse with pink stripes. (30 RT
6083-6085.) It was folded up and lying on top of a white towel. (30 RT 6085.)
After inquiring of the warehouse employees as to whether anyone owned the
top, Deputy Shuck took it into evidence. (30 RT 6084-6086.)

Zamora’s mother and niece identified the pink and white striped blouse
as one Zamora’s mother had bought for her at an estate sale. (30 RT 6021-
6022, 6026-6027, 6066.)

4. Zamora’s Blue Denim Purse

In early November 1991, Cheryl was visiting Brigette at the hospital
when Suff stopped by. (31 RT 6346.) As Cheryl and Suff left the hospital,
Suff handed Cheryl a blue denim purse he said he received from his boss, Joe
Pajak, who had found it. (31 RT 6346-6347.) Cheryl looked inside and saw
a black notebook, some makeup, and an identification card. (31 RT 6347.)
Cheryl did not want the purse, and left it in Suff’s van. (31 RT 6347.)

Shortly thereafter, around November 3 or 4, 1991 (29 RT 5882,
5888-5889), Suff offered Swanson a blue denim purse, saying it was Cheryl’s
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that she no longer used. (29 RT 5879-5880, 5882, 5887-5888; see 30 RT
6034.) Swanson accepted the purse. (29 RT 5879.) She was absolutely certain
Suff gave the purse to her after Halloween. (29 RT 5882, 5888-5889.)

At trial, Zamora’s sister, mother, and niece recognized the blue denim
Levi’s purse that Suff gave to Swanson as belonging to Zamora. (30 RT 6002-
6004, 6008-6009, 6011, 6021, 6065-6066; see also 37 RT 7864.) Zamora’s
sister Anna explained that a reddish stain on the purse was nail polish spilled
by her niece. (30 RT 6003-6004, 6008, 6071.) The purse shoulder strap was
in a knot, as Zamora’s mother and sisters did out of habit. (30 RT 6011-6012,
6071.)

Tape lifts of a piece of Velcro from the blue denim purse revealed fibers
similar to carpet fibers from Zamora’s residence (35 RT 7312-7316, 7325-
7326) and hair similar to Zamora’s head hair (35 RT 7317-7319, 7325-7326).
The DNA in the hair root was found consistent with Zamora but not Suff using
one test (37 RT 7911-7912), but using another type of testing system the DNA
matched both Zamora’s and Suff’s profile types (37 RT 7913-7915; see also
37 RT 7905). The recovery of both fiber and hair evidence established a strong
association between Zamora and the purse. (35 RT 7332-7333.) None of the
fibers from the Velcro were compared with fibers from Suff’s van, as the
relationship between Suff and the purse had already been established. (35 RT
7331-7332.)

5. Zamora’s Gold Bracelet

Around Thanksgiving, Suff gave Swanson a gold bracelet he said he had
recently purchased for Cheryl from a home TV show. (29 RT 5880-5883,
5889.) Sufftold Swanson that because he and Cheryl had separated, he wanted
Swanson to have it as an early Christmas present. (29 RT 5881, 5883.)
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Zamora’s niece, Rodriguez, identified the gold bracelet as one she had left at

Zamora’s house. (22 RT 6069-6070.)

6. Casares’s Blue Jeans

When the group at Ross’s house on December 23, 1991, decided not to
watch a movie, Suff and Cheryl left Ross’s apartment. (29 RT 5940.) They
later returned with a pair of Lee brand jeans. (29 RT 5940, 5943.)

Suff had previously offered the Lee jeans to Cheryl, but they were too
small. (31 RT 6368.) Suff told Cheryl he found the jeans on the apartment
balcony, which Cheryl found strange. (31 RT 6368-6369.) Suff offered the
jeans to Thompson, who declined because they were too big — she estimated
they were a size 10 — and not her style. (29 RT 5940-5941.)

In early January 1992, Suff visited Swanson’s apartment and gave a pair
of blue jeans to Swanson’s cousin, Yvonne Cady, who at the time was
occasionally living with Swanson. (29 RT 5881-5885.) The jeans were too
large for Swanson. (29 RT 5889.)

At trial, Casares’s daughter, Rosemary Ureta, identified the size eleven
blue jeans Casares had borrowed and wore before she last left the house as the
same jeans Thompson declined and Swanson’s cousin accepted.” (30 RT
5989-5994.) The jeans had been purchased as a Christmas gift the day before
Casares’s murder. (30 RT 5989-5990, 5997-5998.)

17. Although at trial Ureta described the jeans as Levi’s brand jeans
(30 RT 5988-5989), she also testified that she selects clothes based on style,
rather than brand name (30 RT 5995), while Thompson particularly noted the
Lee brand, as she did not like that brand of jeans (29 RT 5940).
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7. Casares’s Black Sweater

Sometime in December 1991, after Suff had done the laundry, Cheryl
went to the apartment complex laundry room to get the clothes out of the dryer
and found a black sweater mixed in with her clothes. (31 RT 6369-6373.)
When Cheryl asked Suff whether he had put the sweater in the dryer or if it was
from someone else’s laundry, Suff said he found it in the spare bedroom of the
apartment and thought it was hers. (31 RT 6373-6364.)

On January 9, 1992, between 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., Suff and his wife
visited Ross at her office. (29 RT 5911-5912, 5925, 5929.) Suff gave Ross a
size medium black sweater with a left breast pocket, made by “American
Weekend.” (29 RT 5911-5913, 5925-5926.) Ross threw the sweater on the
shelf under her desk partition and left it there. (29 RT 5912-5913.)

Casares’s daughter and sister both identified the black sweater that Suff
had given Ross as the sweater Casares had borrowed from her daughter before
she was killed. (30 RT 5991-5992, 5994-5995, 5999.) That day, Casares wore
the black sweater, blue jeans, and a black jacket which were all purchased
together earlier in the day. (26 RT 4987-4988, 5048; 30 RT 5988-5990,
5997-5999.)

When Casares’s body was discovered the next day, her head was
covered with a black “American Weekend” brand jacket. (30 RT 6124; see
also 35 RT 7357, 7371.) Fibers lifted from the jacket were compared to those
forming the fabric of the “American Weekend” brand black sweater Suff had
given to Ross, and were found to be similar and possibly of common origin.
(35 RT 7356-7359, 7364; see also 35 RT 7357, 7371-7372.) In addition, fibers
taken from Casares’s head hair were similar to the fibers composing the

sweater. (35 RT 7356-7357, 7359-7360, 7363-7364.)
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8. Zamora’s Gold Chain And Two Rings

After she moved to her parents’ residence following Suff’s arrest, Cheryl
found in her jewelry box a gold chain, a silver ring with a turquoise butterfly,
and a broken gold ring with a heart shape and diamond-like stone in the middle,
none of which were hers. (31 RT 6379-6381.) Suff was the only person other
than Cheryl who had access to her jewelry box, which she had kept in their
bedroom. (31 RT 6381-6382.)

The silver, butterfly-shaped turquoise ring belonged to Zamora. (30 RT
6005, 6009, 6022-6024, 6068, 6071-6072.) Zamora’s niece, Rodriguez,
identified as hers the gold, heart-shaped ring that had found its way into
Cheryl’s jewelry box after Zamora’s death. (30 RT 6006, 6027-6028.)
Rodriguez had loaned the ring to her cousin Marcella, who loaned it to Zamora.
(30 RT 6068; see also 30 RT 6009, 6022-6023.) Rodriguez recognized the ring
because it was broken. (30 RT 6069.) The gold necklace was also
Rodriguez’s, which she had left at Zamora’s house. (22 RT 6069-6070.)

BB. DNA, Trace Evidence, And Shoe Track/Impression
Analysis

Two methods of DNA analysis were utilized for each victim: the more
comprehensive Restriction Fragment Length Polymorphism (RFLP) method,
which types an individual in “millions and billions” of ways but requires a
significant amount of DNA material for analysis, and the Polymerase Chain
Reaction (PCR) method, which types a person in only twenty-one different
categories but can be utilized when only small amounts of DNA or degraded
DNA is available. (36 RT 7500, 7508-7509, 7520-7521, 7651.)

During PCR analysis in this case, the DNA was put through the DQa
typing process, which examines a portion of the DQa gene to classify types of
individuals. (36 RT 7757-7759.) In fewer situations a second PCR system of
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typing was utilized, called the D1S80 process, which requires more DNA (see
37 RT 7894) and looks at the number of repeated sequences and the length of
those chains within the DNA. (37 RT 7901-7902; see also 7825-7826, 7891.)

Suff was not excluded as a possible semen donor for any of the vaginal

samples in which the DQa system of DNA analysis was used. (37 RT 7807.)

CC. Kimberly Lyttle (Count 1)

Microscopic comparison analysis of various fibers recovered from a blue
towel that had covered Lyttle’s body showed similarities to fibers from the
carpet, side panel, and seats of Suff’s van (34 RT 6941-6957); to fibers from
the blue exterior, red interior, and white stuffing of the sleeping bag inside the
van (34 RT 6957-6958, 6966-6973, 7057-7058, 7088-7089); and to fibers from
one of the lengths of sisal rope found in the van (34 6977-6980). A fiber taken
from the blue shirt on Lyttle’s body also matched that of the sisal rope. (34 RT
6977-6980.)

Hairs removed from the blue towel were similar to Suff’s head and pubic
hear. (34 RT 7000-7001, 7006-7008, 7010.) That both Suff’s head hair and
pubic hair were present, and that multiple hairs were found on the towel that
covered Lyttle’s body created a stronger association between Suff and Lyttle.
(34 RT 6978-6980.)

Insufficient DNA was present in Lyttle’s blood, which had degraded
over time, and in the vaginal swab samples to yield a result using the RFLP
method of DNA analysis. (36 RT 7558-7568, 7574; 37 RT 7783.) The DQa
system, however, resulted in a match of Suff’s type to the male portion of the
DNA extracted from Lyttle’s vaginal swab sample. (37 RT 7783-7785.) The

frequency of Suff’s type in the general population was estimated to be about
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one in nine among African-Americans, one in eleven among Caucasians, and

one in five among “Hispanics.”® (37 RT 7783-7784.)

DD. Tina Leal (Count 2)

Around April 1990, about six months after she moved into the Morrow
Way complex, Suff gave Suff’s neighbor, Leah Gibbons, a pair of red and
white Vans tennis shoes. (28 RT 5694-5695, 5697-5698.) Gibbons did not
wear the shoes very often because they were difficult to match and not her style,
but her daughter wore them a few times. (28 RT 5705.)

Fibers from inside the red and white tennis shoes were similar to those
on Leal’s socks (34 RT 6989) and on the shirt that was on Leal’s body (34 RT
6990). In addition, a Hair fragment lifted from one of the shoes was similar to
Leal’s head hair (34 RT 6987, 6990-6991), all indicating the shoes might be
related to Leal’s hair or the clothing Leal was wearing (34 RT 6990-6991).

While Leal’s brother Jesse identified the socks on the body as Leal’s, he
was certain she had never worn them pulled up over her pants. (21 RT 4042-
4043.) Jesse also did not recognize the T-shirt on her body. (21 RT 4043.)
Leal’s body was dressed in a Kings County T-shirt. (See 34 RT 6990.)

Around July 4, 1986 or 1987, Suff and Ashley had visited Kings Canyon
National Park. (29 RT 5749-5751.) Ashley could not recall Suff buying a
Kings Canyon T-shirt or seeing such a shirt while she did the laundry, but she

18. As the term is used in statistical analysis of the frequency of
matching genetic profiles, the “Hispanic” database — unlike the Caucasian or
African-American database — is not a “true” racial database, but a composite of
a variety of different racial backgrounds including those of mixed
race/ethnicity. (36 RT 7528-7529, 7575-7576; see also 37 RT 7914-7915.)
The FBI also maintains a separate “American Indian” database, which identifies
Native Americans as “Mongoloid” and therefore includes the Asian population.
(36 RT 7528-7529, 7665.)
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noted that the shirt found on Leal was the kind Suff might buy for her, because
of its design. (29 RT 5751-5753.)

Fibers lifted from the T-shirt were similar to those of the red lining of the
sleeping bag (34 RT 6973-6974) and of the gold pillow (34 RT 6982-6983) in
Suff’s van, as well as to the carpet in Suff’s Morrow Way apartment (34 RT
6983-6986). A fiber from Leal’s head hair was similar to exemplars of sisal
rope from the van. (34 RT 6980-6981.)

Two hairs found on the same T-shirt were microscopically compared
with, and found to be similar to, Suff’s pubic hair. (34 RT 7008-7010.) Two
hairs on Leal’s socks, and one from the body bag in which her body was

transported to the coroner’s office, were similar to Suff’s head hair. (34 RT

7001-7003.)

EE. Darla Ferguson (Count 3)

Physical and microscopic comparisons between the rope found in Suff’s
van and the rope that was tied around Ferguson’s body showed they both
appeared to be sisal, of similar construction, and the same size. (34 RT 7107-
7110.) Fibers from Ferguson’s body and one in her head hair were similar to
those of the sisal rope in Suff’s van. (34 RT 7110-7111.)

Other fibers from Ferguson’s body were similar to those of the red lining
and of the white stuffing of Suff’s sleeping bag. (34 RT 7096-7103.) A hair
similar to Suff’s head hair was tape-lifted from Ferguson’s arm. (34 RT 7123-
7128.)

Also lifted from various areas of Ferguson’s body were a number of
paint chips that were of three layers — white, blue, and clear — and which
appeared to be paint from something decorative, rather than automotive or

house paint. (34 RT 7132-7139, 7146-7153, 7155.)
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The DNA from Ferguson’s blood sample had begun to degrade, but
DNA testing of Ferguson’s vaginal fluid using the RFLP technique yielded a
match to Suff on two of the six probes. (36 RT 7568-7580; 37 RT 7785.)
Based on the results, the combined probability of a profile matching Suff’s was
estimated at 1 in 3,800 African-Americans, 1 in 14,000 Caucasians, and 1 in
1,700 Hispanics. (36 RT 7580-7582.) The DQa results on Ferguson’s sample
showed the same match to Suff as on Lyttle’s sample. (37 RT 7785-7787.)
Combined with the results from the RFLP method of analysis, however, the
combined profile frequency in the general population was estimated at 1 in
34,000 African-Americans, 1 in 154,000 Caucasians, and 1 in 8,500 Hispanics.
(37 RT 7787.)

FF. Carol Miller (Count 4)

Fibers collected from the black T-shirt that was covering Miller’s face
were similar to those of the red lining (34 RT 7098-7100), white stuffing
(34 RT 7102-7103), and blue exterior (34 RT 7103-7104) of the sleeping bag
in Suff’s van; to the van’s gray carpet (34 RT 7113-7115); and to the van’s
striped seat upholstery (34 RT 7117-7119). Both the T-shirt and Miller’s pubic
hair yielded fibers similar to those of the sisal rope in the van (34 RT 7111-
7113) and of the van’s side panel upholstery (34 RT 7115-7117). A fiber from
Miller’s chest was similar to the van’s light gray velour seat fabric. (34 RT
7117-7119.)

A hair taken from the T-shirt was similar to Suff’s head hair (34 RT
7126-7129), and a hair from Miller’s vaginal area was similar to Suff’s pubic
hair (34 RT 7129-7132).

At least four two-sided paint chips, which were similar in elemental and

organic composition to those found on Ferguson’s body, were lifted from the
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T-shirt on Miller’s face, thereby establishing a link between the two bodies.
(34 RT 7132-7139, 7146-7153, 7155-7156.)

The DNA in Miller’s blood sample had degraded considerably by the
time of analysis. (36 RT 7583.) Analysis using the RFLP method showed the
presence of a virus in the DNA, but the male DNA profile in Miller’s vaginal
swab sample matched Suff on three of the six probes. (36 RT 7588-7593.)
With respect to the Caucasian population, the combined profile frequency was
estimated at 1 in 97,000. (36 RT 7593-7594; 37 ‘RT 7788.) Suff’s type
matched the male fraction of the DNA in Miller’s vaginal swab sample using
the DQa system, bringing the combined profile frequency result in the general-
population to 1 in 234,000 African-Americans, 1 in 1 millgn Caucasians, and

1 in 55,000 Hispanics. (37 RT 7788-7789.)

GG. Cheryl Coker (Count S)

Criminalist Secofsky compared the shoe impressions found under the
wood pallets with the three pairs of Suff’s shoes obtained by law enforcement
and found the measurements, sole design, and tread design to be consistent with
test impressions of both the left and right of Suff’s black ProWing tennis shoes.
(31 RT 6432-6449; 32 RT 6475-6476, 6478-6483, 6486-6489, 6492, 6494-
6498, 6501-6502, 6505-6518, 6541-6542, 6550, 6556-6558, 6560, 6581-6582,
6586-6588; see 32 RT 6525.)

A hair similar to Suff’s head hair was taken from Coker’s pubic area.
(34 RT 7172-7174.) Also collected from Coker’s pubic area were sisal rope
fibers similar to those of the rope in Suff’s van (34 RT 7156-7159) and fibers
similar to those of the van’s carpet (34 RT 7162-7164).

Using the RFLP method of DNA analysis, the sperm cells in the condom
found at the scene matched Suff on five of six probes, which is an extremely

uncommon. (36 RT 7594-7599.) The combined statistical probability of a
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coincidental match was determined to be 1 in 540 million African-Americans,
1 in 1 billion Caucasians, and 1 in 150 million Hispanics. (36 RT 7598-7599.)
In this case, DQa testing was not performed due to the five-probe RFLP match.
(37 RT 7795, 7806-7807.)

HH. Susan Sternfeld (Count 6)

Analyzed fibers lifted from Sternfeld’s buttocks were found similar to
those of the interior carpet (34 RT 7164-7167), side panel upholstery (34 RT
7167-7169), seat upholstery (34 RT 7169-7170), rope (34 RT 7159-7161), and
red lining of the sleeping bag (34 RT 7170-7171), in Suff’s van.

The DNA in Sternfeld’s vaginal swab sample was analyzed using RFLP
testing and matched Suff on three of the six probes, resulting in a combined
statistical probability of coincidental match of 1 in 540 million African-
Americans, 1 in 1 billion Caucasians, and 1 in 150 million Hispanics. (36 RT
7601-7608, 7727-7728,7731-7736.) DQa testing was not performed due to the
three-probe RFLP match. (37 RT 7795, 7806-7807.)

II. Kathleen Milne (a.k.a. Kathleen Puckett) (Count 7)

A fiber similar to that of the carpet in Suff’s van was found in Puckett’s
head hair. (35 RT 7208-7210.) A tuft of yarn recovered from the sock that had
been stuffed in Puckett’s throat was similar to the light gray, velour fabric on
the seats of Suff’s van. (35 RT 7210-7212.)

Analysis of the DNA in Puckett’s vaginal swab using the RFLP method
matched Suff in four of five probes, for a combined profile frequency result of
1 in 16 million African-Americans, 1 in 23 million Caucasians, and 1 in 13
million Hispanics. (36 RT 7608-7612,7727-7728.) Results were inconclusive
under DQa testing. (37 RT 7795-7798, 7806-7807-7836-7837, 7841-7843.)
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JJ.  Cherie Payseur (Count 8)~

Sometime in 1994, Bonnie Ashley provided police with a Rand McNally
map of the Riverside area on which Suff had written a numbered listing of nine
places. (29 RT 5760.) Ashley said Suff wrote the items on the map to help her
navigate her way around Riverside. (29 RT 5760-5761.) Item number six was
“Bowling alley.” (29 RT 5760-5761.) The location Suff marked was
Concourse Bowling Alley on Arlington Avenue, where Suff belonged to a
bowling league, and where Payseur’s body was found. (29 RT 5761-5762,
5773-5778.)

Criminalist Secofsky analyzed shoe impressions left at the crime scene
and found, when compared with shoe impressions at the Coker crime scene and
assuming continued wear to the shoe from the time of the murder, that Suff’s
right black ProWing tennis shoe could have made impressions found at both
crime scenes. (31 RT 6450-6455, 32 RT 6476-6483, 6486-6492, 6495-6518,
6541-6542, 6556-6558, 6560, 6581-6582, 6586-6587, 6655-6656.)

A hair from Payseur’s body bag was similar to hair from Suff’s adult cat.
(35RT 7214-7223.) Analysis of a blond pubic or possibly chest hair tape-lifted
from Payseur was inconclusive because of its lack of color, but based on
microscopic analysis it could have been one of Suff’s that had turned white.
(35 RT 7223-7224, 7231-7234.)

DNA analysis of Payseur’s vaginal swab revealed two semen donors,
requiring by FBI policy that the result be deemed inconclusive. (36 RT 7612-
7615, 7634-7639, 7719-7720.) Suff could not be excluded as a donor,
however, because the two most intense bands of the male fraction both matched
Suff. (36 RT 7612-7615.) Similarly, under DQa testing the result could not be

deemed a match, even though the most intense bands matched Suff, because the

19. The jury hung on this count and a mistrial was declared as to it.
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sample showed two semen donors. (37 RT 7799-7800, 7835-7836.)
Combining the DQa and RFLP results, the FBI’s estimate of the frequency of
individuals matching Suff’s type in this sample was 1 in 7,000 African-
Americans, 1 in 18,000 Caucasians, and 1 in 14,000 Hispanics. (37 RT 7801,
7806-7807.)

KK. Sherry Latham (Count 9)

Cat hairs lifted from Latham’s buttocks were similar to those of Suff’s
cat. (35 RT 7236-7237; 7261-7265, 7270-7172.) Fibers collected from
Latham’s body and pubic area were similar to those of the red lining of Suff’s
sleeping bag (35 RT 7256-7258, 7260, 7272-7275, 7286-7287); other fibers
from her body were similar to the fibers of the sleeping bag’s white stuffing
(25 RT 7258-7260, 7275-7277) and of the sisal rope in Suff’s van (35 RT
7245-7246, 7265-7266). One gray fiber was microscopically similar to carpet
fiber from Suff’s van, but the comparison was inconclusive because the
diameter of the fiber did not match any of the exemplars. (35 RT 7253-7254,
7266-7270.)

LL. Kelly Hammond (Count 10)

Hairs tape-lifted from Hammond’s body were similar to hairs from
Suff’s cat. (35 RT 7236-7240, 7279-7280.) Natural plant fibers taken from
Hammond’s pubic area and other areas of her body matched two different kinds
of sisal rope found in Suff’s van. (35 RT 7240-7245.) Other fibers lifted from
Hammond’s body and head hair were similar to those of Suff’s van upholstery
(35 RT 7246-7248), the side panel upholstery of Suff’s van (35 RT 7249-7250),
carpet fiber from Suff’s van (35 RT 7251-7253, 7278-7279), and the red lining
of Suff’s sleeping bag (35 RT 7254-7256).
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RFLP testing of Hammond’s vaginal swab sample DNA showed Suff’s
profile matched on two of the six probes, and although consistent with one a
third band, it could not be considered a conclusive match on that probe due to
shared bands with the victim’s profile. (36 RT 7639-7646, 7727-7728.) Under
DQa testing, the male fraction of Hammond’s sample matched Suff, together
with the RFLP matches resulting in combined profile frequencies of 1 in 7,000
for African-Americans, 1 in 18,000 Caucasians, and 1 in 4,000 Hispanics in the

general population. (37 RT 7800-7801, 7806-7807.)

MM. Catherine McDonald (Count 11)

Criminalist Secofsky compared shoe track impressions from the scene
with those from other crime scenes and from Suff’s three pairs of tennis shoes,
and determined the right and left of Suff’s gray ProWing shoes could have
made impressions found at the McDonald crime scene. (32 RT 6521-6530,
6532-6542, 6545-6550, 6557-6558, 6581-6584.)

A partial strand of head hair similar to McDonald’s was lifted from the
cargo area of Suff’s van. (35 RT 7308-7312.)

Fibers lifted from McDonald’s head hair, body, and face were similar to
those from the red lining of Suff’s sleeping bag. (35 RT 7284-7287.) Other
fibers from her face were similar to the sleeping bag’s white stuffing (35 RT
7287-7288) and Suff’s gold pillow (35 RT 7295-7299). A fiber similar to that
of Suff’s van seat upholstery was found on McDonald’s right thigh. (35 RT
7293-7294.) A tangled ball of hairs and fibers taken from McDonald’s head
hair contained two cat hairs similar to those of Suff’s cat. (35 RT 7301-7304,
7324-7327,7331-7333.)

Pubic hairs similar to Suff’s were found in McDonald’s pubic area and
vagina. (35 RT 7304-7308.) The DNA at the root of the hair was insufficient

for a more comprehensive testing, and a mixture of DNA was detected. (37 RT
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7916-7919.) Under DQa analysis, however, a major contributor to the DNA
mixture was of the same DQa type as Suff. (37 RT 7916-7918, 7922, 7927-
7935.) The occurrence of the same DQa type as Suff’s in the general
population was about 1 in 15 African-Americans, 1 in 10 Caucasians, and 1 in
5 Hispanics. (37 RT 7934.)

Suff’s DNA profile matched one of the six probes of McDonald’s
vaginal swab sample under RFLP testing. (36 RT 7646-7649.) The profile
frequency of such a match in the general population would be 1 in 250
Caucasians, 1 in 115 African-Americans, and 1 in 119 Hispanics. (36 RT 748.)
Insufficient DNA resulted in weak profiles on four of the remaining probes,
therefore the least sensitive probe was not run. (36 RT 7649.) The bands that
could be seen were in similar positions to Suff’s profile, but were not intense
enough to measure. (36 RT 7649.) When analyzed under the DQa process, one
of the profile types was shared by both the male and female fractions of the
sample. (37 RT 7801-7802.) Suff’s DNA was consistent with the shared type,
but due to the mixture the overall result of the test was deemed inconclusive.

(37 RT 7801-7803.)

NN. Delliah Zamora (a.k.a. Delliah Wallace) (Count 12)

Fibers similar to the red fibers of Suff’s sleeping bag were lifted from
the front of Zamora’s blouse. (35 RT 7288-7290.) A fairly large bundle of
sisal rope fibers similar to those of rope in Suff’s van were found on Zamora’s
right wrist (35 RT 7290-7292), and a gold fiber similar to those of the gold
pillow in Suff’s van was removed from Zamora’s pink shirt and head hair
(35 RT 7298-7301). None of the fibers from the upholstery fabrics or carpet
in Suff’s van (35 RT 7292-7293), and no cat hairs (35 RT 7304) were found on

Zamora.
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Zamora’s vaginal swab sample yielded inconclusive RFLP test results
due to lack of sufficient DNA, as the bands were barely visible but did not
exclude Suff. (36 RT 7649-7653, 7722; 37 RT 7803.) Under DQa analysis,

Suff’s profile type matched that of the male fraction of the sample. (37 RT
7803.)

00. Eleanor Casares (Count 13)

Sufficient similarities between shoe track impressions found at the
Casares crime scene and those of Suff’s left and right Converse tennis shoes
such that Suff’s shoes could have left the impressions. (32 RT 6561-6566,
6568-6581, 6583-6592, 6597-6600, 6603-6606.)

On Casares’s black jacket were fibers similar to the gray carpet fiber of
Suff’s van (35 RT 7334-7337), the red fiber from Suff’s sleeping bag (35 RT
7340-7342), the white fiber of the sleeping bag’s stuffing (35 RT 7342-7343),
and probable sisal rope fibers (35 RT 7343-7345, 7365-7368). Fibers taken
from Casares’s jacket and head hair were similar to those of Suff’s gold pillow
(35 RT 7339-7340). Cat hairs similar to those of Suff’s adult cat were lifted
from Casares’s jacket and body. (35 RT 7347-7348, 7350-7351, 7369.)

A hair similar to Suff’s head hair was also found on the jacket (35 RT
7351-7352), and hairs similar to Suff’s pubic hair were recovered from
Casares’s jacket, body, and face (35 RT 7352-7355). Analysis of DNA from
the root of one of the pubic hairs using the DQa and D1S80 typing systems both
resulted in the same profile type for both Casares and Suff. (37 RT 7898-7906,
7922-7925, 7939-7940; see 35 RT 7354-7355.) Because the DNA type was
consistent with Suff’s, he could not be excluded as the donor of the hair.
(37 RT 7904-7905.)

Two head hairs found on the green blanket in the back of Suff’s van
were similar to Casares’s head hair (35 RT 7360-7362; see 35 RT 7390-7393),
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and fibers similar to those of the green blanket were found in Casares’s head
hair and on her jacket (35 RT 7336-7339, 7362), creating a stronger association
between the two (35 RT 7363).

Insufficient DNA was present in Casares’s vaginal sample to reach a
conclusive profile result using RFLP analysis. (36 RT 7652-7653, 7722.) DQa
testing was also inconclusive, as both the male and female fractions of the
sample — as with testing of the hair root — yielded the same profile type. (37 RT
7803-7804.)

The DNA of the blood on the kitchen knife found in Suff’s van was
analyzed using a more detailed polymarker test, which examined five different
locations on four different chromosomes, for about 972 different ways of typing
aperson. (37 RT 7761-7763,7805.) The polymarker test was only used in this
instance during the overall investigation. (37 RT 7763.) Although the DQa test
on the blood could not distinguish between Suff’s and Casares’s profile types
(37 RT 7805), the polymarker test showed the blood could not have come from
Suff but matched the DNA of Eleanor Casares. (37 RT 7805-7807; see also 37
RT 7900-7902.)

Guilt Phase: Defense Case
A. Rhonda Jetmore (Count 14)

Rhonda Jetmore’s estimation of her attacker’s weight as well as her
recollection of the colors of his wire-framed glasses, belt buckle, and hair
differed between 1989 and 1992, though at trial she was consistent with one
prior description or the other. (Compare 20 RT 3850, 3879-3880, 3909, 3911
with 21 RT 3937; see also 20 RT 3880-3881 [weight]; compare 20 RT 3877
with 20 RT 3881 and 21 RT 3937-3938 [color of glasses frames]; compare 20
RT 3887-3888, 3899-3900; 21 RT 3939 with 20 RT 3877, 3909 [color of belt |
buckle]; compare 20 RT 3878, 3909 with 20 RT 3881; 21 RT 3937 [hair
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color].) She also described Suffin 1992 and at trial as being neat in appearance
but having two to three days’ worth of stubble in his beard area, but she did not
mention the stubble in 1989. (Compare 20 RT 3851, 3877-3878,3881;21 RT
3937 with 20 RT 3911.) Although she described the station wagon at trial as
a four-door, she explicitly recalled during the 1992 interview that the car was

a two-door. (Compare 20 RT 3868 with 21 RT 3936, 3956-3957; see also 20
RT 3869, 3883-3884.)

B. Kimberly Lyttle (Count 1)

Janice Farmer, the close friend of Lyttle’s who testified for the
prosecution (see 21 RT 3963), testified that in 1987 or 1988, Lyttle introduced
her to Suff and he became a “regular john” of Farmer’s. (38 RT 8204-8205,
8208-8209.) They would engage in sex acts at John’s Service Center, where
Suff was at the time working on weekends, and Suff would pay her without
dispute. (38 RT 8205, 8209-8210.) Farmer also saw Suff when she was not
prostituting. (38 RT 8205-8206.) She could con him out of a lot of money, and
he would give her money from the Service Center’s cash register. (38 RT
8209-8210.) Suff would contact other prostitutes along Main Street, but not
often because “everybody” — meaning the other prostitutes — knew him. (38 RT
8210-8211.) At that time, Suff drove a blue Toyota Celica. (38 RT 8206,
8211.) Although Suff was nice to Farmer, he did not like the “gutter-bound”
prostitutes who were “chasing drugs 24 hours a day.” (38 RT 8211-8212.)
Farmer stopped seeing Suff around the time he got married. (38 RT 8206.) By
the time Suff got his van, she had been through drug treatment and no longer
engaged in prostitution. (38 RT 8212.)
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C. Tina Leal (Count 2)

Jesse Leal had a 1986 felony robbery conviction and a 1993 felony
conviction for petty theft with a prior. (21 RT 4044.)

While Bonnie Ashley and Suff were at Kings Canyon in 1986 or 1987,
Ashley did not see Suff buy a Kings Canyon T-shirt, and she did not purchase
one. (29 RT 5751-5752.) Suff did not have a very extensive wardrobe and
Ashley would usually do the laundry, so if he had a Kings Canyon T-shirt, she
would have seen it. (29 RT 5770.)

D. Cheryl Coker (Count 5)

Boyd Coker had convictions for burglary and receiving stolen property
in 1975, burglary in 1976 and 1981, receiving stolen property in 1989, and
illegal drug possession in 1991. (23 RT 4303-4304.)

E. Susan Sternfeld (Count 6)

George Vivian had a 1986 felony conviction. (23 RT 4432.)

On December 19, 1990, the day Sternfeld disappeared, Suff’s time card
showed he worked from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. (38 RT 8096-8105.) A defense
investigator determined the distance between the Washington Avenue
warehouse where Suff worked and the parking lot of what used to be Bob’s Big
Boy at Jowa and University Avenues ranged from 5.7 miles and 13 minutes, 58
seconds, to 6.9 miles and 14 minutes, 56 seconds, depending on the route
driven. (38 RT 8108-8110.)

A hair removed from sisal rope in Suff’s van was initially determined to
be similar in microscopic features to Sternfeld’s hair, but DNA analys:s later
excluded Sternfeld, as well as all other victims in this case and Suff, as its

contributor. (35 RT 7373-7374, 7394-7395; 37 RT 7915-7916.)
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F. Cherie Payseur (Count 8)%

The person who covered Payseur’s body with the jacket was Andre
Atkinson, a former Illinois correctional officer. (38 RT 8139-8140.) Atkinson
stood in the planter area, wearing off-brand tennis shoes from Kmart, and felt
Payseur’s neck for a pulse. (38 RT 8140-8141, 8143.) Another man was in the
planter, and Atkinson covered the naked body due to the presence of “a bunch
of kids.” (38 RT 8141.) After Atkinson identified himself to bystanders as a
correctional officer, showed them an old identification card, and told them to
get back, a man who appeared to Atkinson to be Mexican hopped over the
fence. (38 RT 8141-8142.) Atkinson gave police a description of the man,
who resembled Atkinson’s friend in age, size, and body type. (38 RT 8142-
8143.)

Payseur’s vaginal swab sample was analyzed for blood type and PGM
enzyme type of the combined fluids. (38 RT 8151, 8154-8164.) Suff and
Payseur both had type O blood. (38 RT 8154, 8160.) The swab sample
showed A and H antigenic activity, which was consistent with a mixture of
fluids by persons of blood types O and A, but the PGM enzyme type was
consistent with Payeur’s type but not Suff’s. (38 RT 8158-8162.) Unlike with
DNA analysis, however, the test sample for antigen and enzyme typing is not
separated into male and female fractions. (38 RT 8167-8168, 8174.)
Assuming a second semen donor, however, Suff was “certainly not excluded”

as a contributor to Payseur’s vaginal sample. (38 RT 8173; see also 38 RT
8169-8176.)

20. A mistrial was declared as to this count after the jury hung as to it.
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G. Sherry Latham (Count 9)

Latham’s boyfriend, Joseph Garrett, Jr., testified Latham was a prostitute
and used heroin and cocaine, but would suffer seizures “and stuff” if she drank
alcohol while using cocaine. (39 RT 8279-8280.) From about a half-block
away, Garrett would watch Latham get into customers’ cars and wait for her to
return. (39 RT 8280-8281.) Latham and her customers would go out to a field
near the welfare office off of Minthorn and return after 10 or 15 minutes.
(39 RT 8281-8282.) Garrett last saw Latham on July 2, 1991, about 8:30 or
9:00 p.m., when she got into an unfamiliar car similar to a black Nissan
Maxima. (39 RT 8282-8284, 8287.) Rather than turning toward the field on
Minthorn, the car turned another direction. (39 RT 8285.) Garrett waited an
hour and a half, but Latham never returned. (39 RT 8286.) The driver had dark
hair and no glasses or facial hair, but Garrett could not supply a more detailed

description. (39 RT 8284-8285.) Garrett had used that day. (39 RT 8287.)

H. Kelly Hammond (Count 10)

Kelly Whitecloud had convictions in 1984 for a narcotics violation, in
1989 for kidnapping, and in 1992 for burglary, and at trial was serving prison
time for a parole violation. (24 RT 4749.) Whitecloud testified that if it had
come down to it, she would have “rip[ped] [Suff] off.” (24 RT 4747.) The
descriptions of the suspect that Whitecloud gave at trial, to Detective Keers, and
to the grand jury differed. (24 RT 4751, cf. 24 RT 4717-4719.)

When Investigator Carl Carter and Detective John Davis of the Riverside
County Sheriff’s Department conducted a follow-up interview of Whitecloud
on August 17, 1991, relating to Hammond’s murder, Whitecloud was
“unfocused” during the interview, “pretty distraught throughout the
conversation,” and appeared to be under the influence of something. (38 RT

8250-8253, 8255-8256.) She did not appear to have any injuries or to be in any
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physical pain, and she did not tell the officers that she had jumped out of the
van while it was moving. (38 RT 8254.) Whitecloud said, as Investigator
Carter described using his own wording, that she did not care for Suff, that he
had spooked her, and “they parted ways.” (38 RT 8255.) Investigator Carter
did not go into exactly how the two “parted ways.” (38 RT 8255.)

Defense investigator Patricia Barnaby testified she interviewed
Whitecloud at Central Women’s Facility in Chowchilla for about an hour and
a half despite Whitecloud’s initial reluctance. (38 RT 8257-8261, 8263, 8265-
8269.) During the interview, which was not tape recorded, Whitecloud said she
was sure the book she saw between the front seats of the van was a Holy Bible,
and that the words “Holy Bible” were written on it. (38 RT 8261-8262.) The
black book on the van’s console was an appointment book, not a Bible. (28 RT
5567.) Whitecloud said she was maintaining a drug habit of about $1,000 per
day, and that she “tumbled out” of the van while it was moving, but had landed
on her feet. (38 RT 8282.) Investigator Barnaby did not contact prison officials
to request to tape record the interview. (38 RT 8263-8265.) During the
interview she took “[jJust a few” notes and destroyed them after writing her
four-page report. (38 RT 8260, 8265-8266.)

Whitecloud denied making any statement to Investigator Barnaby and
denied being under the influence of drugs at the time she gave police the
information for the composite sketch of Suff. (24 RT 4747, 4752-4754.)

On the moming Jim Tyhurst found Hammond’s body, Filberto Beltran
had arrived at the same location around 6:05 a.m., and drove into the alley,
where he unlocked and opened the gate. (38 RT 8112-8115, 8127-8130.)
Beltran was driving a two-ton flatbed “bobtail” with a raised cab, hauling a
forklift. (38 RT 8127.) He parked, unhooked the forklift, and returned to the
cab of his truck to lie down to nap until Tyhurst arrived. (38 RT 8114-8115,
8131.) It was still dark outside. (38 RT 8115, 8127-8128.) Beltran heard

115



someone driving up and assumed it was Tyhurst, looked up and saw some
lights, but the vehicle went around Beltran’s truck and back toward the alley.
(38 RT 8115-8116, 8131-8132.) Two or three minutes later, Beltran got out of
his truck and walked toward the alley, heard a “slam” like someone closing a
car trunk, then saw some lights and heard the vehicle “peel out” as it made a
right turn at the end of the building, nearly hitting Tyhurst’s truck. (38 RT
8116-8117,8132.) As the car peeled out, Tyhurst made a left turn, drove up to
Beltran, and asked whether he had seen the “dead body” in the alley. (38 RT
8118, 8132-8133.) Tyhurst called 911 while Beltran walked over to the body.
(38 RT 8118-8119.) Beltran said he would have seen the body, had it been
there when he arrived. (38 RT 8118, 8134.) He never actually saw the vehicle
that he heard. (38 RT 8116, 8131-8132, 8134.)

Riverside County Sheriff’s Investigator Robert Joseph, a member of the
homicide task force created to investigate the local serial killings, interviewed
Debra Sosa on October 8 and 9, 1991, regarding Hammond’s disappearance.
(39 RT 8314-8315, 8321-8323.) Investigator Joseph had joined the task force
earlier that month. (39 RT 8321.) During the second interview, Sosa appeared
to be sober and said she had been clean for about two years, was in a
methadone treatment program, and was clean the night she said she last saw
Hammond. (39 RT 8316, 8320, 8324.)

That night, Sosa had gone to her friend Belinda’s house and was waiting
for Belinda’s sister Lisa so Sosa could buy some cocaine. (39 RT 8316.) When
Lisa failed to show, Sosa walked to Stern’s Liquor Store on Seventh Street,
west of Market Street, “looking to score some dope.” (39 RT 8316-8317.)
Sosa said she saw. Hammond around midnight, wearing a “short, short” dress
or short shorts, and then saw Hammond picked up by a blue pickup truck driven
by a Caucasian male. (39 RT 8317-8318.) Sosa learned about Hamrhond’s
death from Whitecloud a few days after the murder. (39 RT 8325-8326.)
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When Sosa realized she had seen Hammond on the night of her murder; she
confronted Whitecloud about the composite Whitecloud had provided, since
Whitecloud knew Sosa had seen Hammond later that night. (39 RT 8318-8319,
8326.) Although Sosa had previously spoken to Investigator Creed and did not
want to be involved with the police at the time, she had since been pressured by
others to talk to police. (39 RT 8319, 8325.) She provided a description for a
composite of the male on the day of the second interview. (39 RT 8318-8320.)

Investigator Joseph learned prior to the second interview that
Investigator Creed had previously spoken to Sosa several times and provided
a statement. (39 RT 8323-8324.)

At trial, Sosa was in local custody.?’ (39 RT 8291.) She denied ever
working as a prostitute, said she could not recall speaking to Investigator Joseph
or other officers after Hammond’s death, could not remember whether she was
doing drugs at the time, and said she would not help Suff. (39 RT 8190-8291,
8307.) Sosa also denied knowing Hammond or Whitecloud and did not recall
seeing Hammond on the night of her murder. (39 RT 8292, 8302-8303.) Even
after reading the written report, Sosa continued to state that she did not
remember Investigators Joseph or Creed, or any of her statements to
Investigator Joseph. (39 RT 8299-8307, 8310-8311, 8313.) Murder victim
Eleanor Casares was Sosa’s relative. (39 RT 8291.) Sosa also went by the
name of Debra Navarro, had a felony conviction for petty theft with a prior
(39 RT 8308-8309), and admitted being arrested in for prostitution in 1993,
(39 RT 8312-8313.)

21. After further examination outside the presence of the jury, the court

permitted defense counsel to lead Sosa as a hostile witness. (39 RT 8298; see
39 RT 8293-8298.)
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I. Eleanor Casares (Count 13)

Suff was home when his wife Cheryl woke up between 10:00 a.m. and
noon on December 23, 1991. (31 RT 6402-6403, 6412, 6421-6422.) Cheryl
believed she had the van that day, but was not sure. (31 RT 6404.)

Arlene Gomes testified she and Lisa Pereya saw Casares around 3:15
a.m. on December 23, 1991, at the USA Gast Station at Victoria and University
and left her around 3:30 a.m. after offering her a ride home.# (38 RT 8178-
8182.) Tony Thomas testified he did not see a body at the Casares crime scene
between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. on December 23, 1991, but had seen a car near the
area of the body a couple days earlier. (38 RT 8184-8197, 8241-8243, 8248-
8249.) Celia Gawrych testified she saw Casares between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m.
on December 23, 1991, at the USA Gas Station at Victoria and University.
(39 RT 8336-8342.)

On December 30, 1991, an officer stopped Ann Hawley and her
husband, who were retired, at a police roadblock on Victoria Avenue asked
whether they had seen anything in the last two or three days. (38 RT 8215-
8217.) Hawley recalled that as they drove down Victoria Avenue between 2:00
and 3:00 in the afternoon she had seen a man with dark skin, who could have
been Mexican, standing on the bank and facing the orange grove. (38 RT
8217-8218, 8220-8221.) She saw only his profile, but he appeared
“hypnotized,” looking only into the grove and never turning his head. (38 RT
8218-8219, 8220-8221.) As they drove by, Hawley told her husband that she
thought the man was going to steal some oranges. (38 RT 8221.) It was a brief
encounter as Hawley and her husband “just flashed past it.” (38 RT 8218-
8219.)

22. Casares’s sister, Adela Soliz, last heard from Casares between 10:00
and 11:00 a.m. on December 23, 1991. (26 RT 5000-5002, 5061.)
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Carlos Looney, worked with Suff as a county “detainee” in December
1991 until the warehouse closed for Christmas, and did not recall ever seeing
any injuries or scratches on Suff’s face or arms. (38 RT 8328-8331.) Although
he believed he worked during the week of December 23, Looney could not
recall what days he worked. (38 RT 8332.) On redirect examination, Looney
testified he took several days off around the Christmas holidays, but he could
not recall what day he returned to work. (38 RT 8331-8333.)

J. Suff’s Arrest

Roberta Gamboa had convictions for four felonies: robbery, possession
of narcotics for sale, and two other narcotics offenses. (27 RT 5496.) Though
the police bulletin described the van as a two-tone, medium blue over gray
Chevy Astro van, Suff’s van was a silver-gray Mitsubishi van. (28 RT 5566-
5567.)

K. Suff’s Attitude Toward Prostitutes

Suff’s brother, Robert, had a 1972 misdemeanor conviction for grand
theft auto, a 1974 felony conviction for receiving stolen property, a 1975 felony
conviction for burglary, and a 1986 felony conviction for larceny. (31 RT
6263.) Bonnie Ashley did not recall Robert visiting her residence in 1984, and
testified the Dunes Casino is not visible from her property. (38 RT 8147-8149.)
Defense investigator Barnaby was also unable to see the casino sign from
Bonnie Ashley’s former residence on Orchard Street, assuming the sign was in
the same position 11 years earlier. (38 RT 8270-8272.)

Florence Scharton testified that from her experience visiting Suff when
he lived with Ashley on Orchard Street, a church blocked the view of the casino
and the sign is not visible, either. (38 RT 8618.) Scharton, who had known
Suff for about 13 years, never heard Suff say anything derogatory about
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prostitutes. (40 RT 8615-8624.) The prostitution in downtown Lake Elsinore
was a concern to an organization of which Scharton and her husband were
members, however, and Scharton thought Suff was aware of their concerns,
based on their conversations in his presence. (40 RT 8622.) Scharton was

unaware that Suff had ever hired or dated a prostitute. (40 RT 8623-8624.)

L. DNA And Trace Evidence

The leaf fiber of sisal is very common, in twine as well as rope, and
probably could not be distinguished from other sisal fiber absent some
accidental or intentional contaminant such as coloring. (34 RT 7181-7183.)

On occasion, Suff picked up and transported county “detainees” from
downtown Riverside to the warehouse to work, though the detainees had to find
their own way home at the end of the day. (29 RT 5793-5794.) Many times the
county vehicle was unavailable and Suff used his own van for this purpose.
(29 RT 5793-5794; 38 RT 8100, 8104.) Some of the detainees were African-
American or Hispanic/Latino. (38 RT 8100.) Regular employees, some of
whom were African-American, also rode in Suff’s van once or twice for lunch
or other occasions. (38 RT 8100-8101.)

Vaginal swab samples from Ferguson, Puckett, Hammond, and
McDonald were tested for PGM enzyme type and found to have PGM types
consistent with those victims but not with Suff. (38 RT 8222-8234.) However,
the sperm level ratings for the Puckett and McDonald samples were low, and
the ratings for the Ferguson and Hammond samples were low to moderate,
making it more likely that the detected PGM activity was from the victims
rather than the semen donor. (38 RT 8236-8239.)

Defense witnesses Dr. Laurence Mueller (39 RT 8430-8496; 40 RT
8605-8613) and Dr. John Gerdes (38 RT 8013-8057, 8089-8094) disputed the
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accuracy of the profile frequency statistics and the reliability of the PCR results
in this case.

Dr. Mueller, an associate professor at the University of California at
Irvine, held a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, a master’s degree in biology, and
a Ph.D. in ecology, and taught courses involving population genetics and
evolution. (39 RT 8430-8431.) Regarding the FBI’s calculation of match
probability in the RFLP process of DNA analysis, Mueller opined that the
techniques employed by the FBI resulted in a match probability that was more
rare than appropriate because (1) to determine the frequency of genetic
variance, the FBI uses a “fixed bin system” which used a small number of
genetic databases that have been shown to contain genetically different
subgroups, rather than a larger number of more homogeneous population
groups; (2) the FBI used the “Product Rule,” wherein all the frequency
occurrence of all detected alleles are multiplied together and then multiplied by
the number of genes used, rather than the “Ceiling Principle,” in which the
largest frequency in an array of populations is selected; and (3) there have been
no studies on the independence between DQa and RFLP probes to justify
combining the two numbers. (See, e.g., 39 RT 8447-8462, 8471-8472,8487.)
As an example, Mueller noted that Casares and Suff had matching DNA
patterns on four of the five polymarkers, in addition to matching DQa and
S1S80 results, for which the Product Rule would estimate a one in “thousands”

probability.2' (39 RT 8461.)

23. The polymarker test, which Mueller said matched both Suff and
Casares on four of the five polymarkers (39 RT 8461) in fact matched the blood
to Casares and excluded Suff as a donor. (37 RT 7805-7806.) The combined
population frequency of the match shared by Suff and Casares — which was
calculated by multiplying the DQa and D1S80 PCR typing statistics — estimated
that 1 in 580 African-Americans, 1 in 180 Caucasians, and 1 in 100 Hispanics
would share such a DNA profile. (37 RT 7906.)
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At the request of “various agencies,” the National Research Council
(NRC) reviewed “all aspects” of forensic DNA typing and issued a report in
April 1992 that made a number of procedural recommendations concerning the
computation of DNA typing match probability, which the FBI had not
implemented. (39 RT 8467-8471.) The NRC had formed another committee
to consider the statistical issues involving DNA typing but had not completed
its work. (39 RT 8468, 8516; see also 38 RT 8063.) Re-calculating the
frequency occurrence numbers according to NRC’s recommendations, Mueller
testified the DNA match probabilities were: for Ferguson, 1 in 40; Miller, 1 in
111; Coker, 1 in 11,000; Sternfeld, 1 in 7,000; Puckett, 1 in 6,100; Hammond,
1 in 50; and McDonald, 1 in 23. (39 RT 8478-8486.)

Dr. Gerdes was the clinical director of a for-profit company responsible
for matching organ donors and recipients for transplants. (38 RT 8014, 8016-
8017, 8057.) He had a bachelor of science degree in microbiology and a Ph.D.
in microbial genetics, which is now known as molecular biology and clinical
virology, and did post-doctoral work in diagnostic virology and molecular
biology. (38 RT 8014, 8057.)

Testifying with respect to the PCR method of DNA analysis, Gerdes said
he had been involved in setting up the technique to determine precise matching
for bone marrow transplants. (38 RT 8014-8015, 8017-8020.) For “solid”
organs, Gerdes tends not to use DNA as it takes more time. (38 RT 8019.) In
Gerdes’s opinion, from his experience, not only are crime scenes unsterile
environments, but forensic lab personnel are not trained to aseptically collect
biological samples to prevent contamination. (38 RT 8024-8029.) Because of
the contamination problems and potential false exclusion and false inclusion
that could result, Gerdes opined the PCR technique should not be used in a
forensic setting until adequate controls are in place to guarantee such errors to

not occur. (38 RT 8050, 8059-8060, 8063-8064.) Gerdes also testified that,
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consistent with the NRC’s April 1992 recommendations, samples involving
mixed donors, such as in the Puckett sample, are inconclusive; major and minor
donors should not be identified as “cannot be excluded” in such situations.

(38 RT 8038-8039, 8043-8056, 8061-8062, 8075-8077.)

Guilt Phase: Prosecution Rebuttal
A. DNA And Trace Evidence

In preparing for this case, Mueller did not review the autorads or any lab
notes. (39 RT 8513.) Mueller had never conducted any human DNA RFLP
testing, was not qualified to read an autorad, had no training or experience in
the area of forensic evidence collection with respect to human population
genetics, was not a member of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences or
the American Society of Human Genetics. (39 RT 8507-8508, 8522.) On a
few occasions, Mueller failed to qualify as an expert in California state court in
the area of human population growth. (39 RT 8506.)

Articles Mueller authored and submitted for peer review in 1990 to the

journal Genetics and in 1991 to the journal Science were rejected for

publication. (39 RT 8501-8502.) When Genetics rejected Mueller’s article, the

population geneticist who served as the corresponding editor for the article sent
a letter to Mueller stating, “The consensus seems to be the paper does not quite
make the mark. Iam afraid that I must rejectit.” (40 RT 8613-8614.) Mueller
testified for the defense in a San Luis Obispo County case during which the
prosecution requested copies of the two rejected articles and Mueller refused.
(39 RT 8502-8503.) In an Oregon case in which Mueller testified for the
defense, a highly-regarded population geneticist named Dr. Bruce Weir brought
to Mueller’s attention what Weir felt was an erroneous use of Weir’s linkage
and Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium formulas during Mueller’s testimony. (39 RT
8504-8505.) Dr. Weir testified for the prosecution in that case. (39 RT 8505.)
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Mueller acknowledged that Dr. Weir and two other well-respected population
geneticists disagree with Mueller and agree with the FBI regarding population
substructuring. (39 RT 8517-8518.)

On average, Mueller has testified for the defense in eighteen to twenty
DNA cases per year, each time charging between $2,000 and $2,200. (39 RT
8508-8509.) Since 1989, when he first testified for the defense, Mueller has
continually testified for the defense in DNA cases. (39 RT 8509.) From 1990
to 1994, Mueller made between $40,000 and $70,000 per year by consulting
and testifying for the defense in DNA cases. (39 RT 8511-8512))

None of the articles Gerdes had published concerned forensic samples.
(38 RT 8065.) Gerdes had never conducted any validation study to support the
opinions to which he testified. (38 RT 8065, 8080.) He had not reviewed the
FBI laboratory in Washington, D.C. (38 RT 8068) and was unaware of any
training at the Department of Justice regarding collecting evidentiary samples
at crime scenes using aseptic techniques (38 RT 8071). He had never been
present in a hospital during collection of rape kit samples, nor had he ever been
present when swabs were taken during an autopsy. (38 RT 8072.) Although
Gerdes voiced a concern about the changing of gloves to handle different
evidentiary samples, he had no personal knowledge of whether anyone did or
did not change gloves. (38 RT 8073.) Gerdes also had never been to a murder
scene; he was unaware of how evidentiary samples were collected in this case,
he did not speak to anyone who was at a crime scene in this case, he did not
speak to any of the pathologists or criminalists who collected samples in this
case, and he did not review any trial transcripts of their testimony. (38 RT
8070-8071.) In the past, Gerdes did PCR typing, but it was currently mostly
done by technicians in his lab. (38 RT 8067-8068.) Of the twenty-threc times
Gerdes testified in court, all were for the defense. (38 RT 8056, 8059, 8081.)
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Dr. Bruce Budowle was a research scientist at the FBI, tasked with
developing and evaluating different kinds of scientific methods to use for
identification of body fluids found at crime scenes. (40 RT 8625-8626.) He
had a doctorate in genetics, did a three-year postdoctoral fellowship through the
National Cancer Institute, then began working for the FBI in 1983, developing
genetic marking systems for identification of blood and other body fluids.
(40 RT 8626-8627.) Budowle testified the PCR methodology was first used in
the FBI laboratory in 1992, with continuing research and development of the
methodology. (40 RT 8631.) He has authored or co-authored more than 100
papers on DNA analysis, two-thirds or more of which have been in peer-review
journals. (40 RT 8634.) After extensive studies and collection of worldwide
population data, Budowle opined DNA is a valid, reliable method, and that
despite a small number of critics and some disagreement over frequency
calculation methods, the scientific community is overwhelmingly in support of
the procedures. (40 RT 8635-8664, 8667-8670.)

Though he once collaborated with Mueller on a project, Budowle did not
hold him in high regard. (40 RT 8638-8641, 8655-8660.) Mueller’s research
involved fruit flies, and he did not appreciate the differences between the
human and fruit fly populations. (40 RT 8655-8656.) Budowle also did not
believe the NRC report was supported by “good science,” as it was heavily
criticized and there was much dissatisfaction with the creation of the “Ceiling
Principle” approach. (40 RT 8632-8634, 8653-8655, 8687-8701.)

Brenda Battle worked in April 1990 as a detainee doing filing upstairs
at the county supply warehouse. (40 RT 8753.) Battle rode in Suff’s van three
times, and each time was the only passenger. (40 RT 8754-8755.)
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B. Kelly Hammond (Count 10)

Around 7:00 a.m. on August 16, 1991, at the Hammond crime scene,
Corona Police Officer Daniel Leary asked Filberto Beltran whether he had
noticed the body in the alleyway as he drove through it that morning. (40 RT
8729-8730.) Beltran said something to the effect that it may or may not have
been there at that time. (40 RT 8730.)

Investigator Creed knew Debra Sosa prior to Hammond’s murder
through his involvement in the homicide task force investigation, and was
aware of 14 or 15 aliases Sosa used. (40 RT 8760-8061.) Within a day or two
of finding Hammond’s body, Investigator Creed contacted Sosa about
Hammond’s murder. (40 RT 8761, 8772.) Sosa said she thought she last saw
Hammond two or three days before the body was found. (40 RT 8772.)

Penalty Phase
Prosecution Case

While the jury deliberated during the guilt phase of his trial, Suff waived
his right to a jury trial on the prior murder conviction special circumstance
allegation. (Pen. Code, § 190.2, subd. (a)(2); 42 RT 9126-9129.) The afternoon
after the jury delivered its verdicts, the trial court found beyond a reasonable
doubt that on April 11, 1974, Suff was convicted in Texas of second degree
murder and sentenced May 6, 1974, thus finding true the prior murder special
circumstance. (42 RT 9201; see S CT 1151.) Thereafter, the penalty phase
commenced before the jury.

During the autopsy of Tina Leal on December 15, 1989, the pathologist
found a lightbulb inside her uterus. (44 RT 9697-9698.) Additionally, the

pathologist found Catherine McDonald was about four months pregnant when
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she was murdered (44 RT 9699), though she did not physically appear pregnant
(44 RT 9700).

A. Suff’s 1973 Murder Of His Two-Month-Old Daughter,
Dijanet

On September 25, 1973, then-Fort Worth Police Department Homicide
Detective B.G. Whistler responded to John Peter Smith Hospital in Fort Worth,
Texas, to investigate a report of a deceased baby girl named Dijanet Suff. (44
RT 9578-9579.) Later that day, Detective Whistler interviewed Suff, the baby’s
father, about Dijanet’s death and attended the autopsy. (44 RT 9579, 9585.)

During the autopsy, the pathologist found numerous bruises which
“virtually covered” the entire front of the baby’s body, including the head, face,
abdomen, and extremities. (44 RT 9629-9630.) Although bruising to Dijanet’s
body would have been observable prior to the baby’s death, all the bruises likely
occurred around or within several hours of the time of death, due to the lack of
any healing. (44 RT 9634-9636.)

Focal areas of subarachnoid hemorrhage on the surface of the top of
Dijanet’s brain were indicative of either blunt-force trauma to the head or severe
shaking of the baby. (44 RT 9630.) The brain also showed indications of
swelling in reaction to the injury. (44 RT 9631.)

An injury consistent with a human bite mark appeared below the right
nipple, in the chest or stomach area. (44 RT 9629-9630, 9636-9637.) What
appeared to be a burn mark was on the bottom of Dijanet’s left foot. (44 RT
9581-9582, 9634-9635.) The mark was consistent with a cigarette burn. (44 RT
9637.)

Dijanet’s abdomen was protruding, very firm to the touch, and very taut.
(44 RT 9629.) Inside her abdominal cavity was a large quantity of both fresh
and coagulated blood, signaling a massive abdominal injury. (44 RT 9631.)
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The pathologist later discovered two areas of rupture to the liver which would
have required a great amount of force to cause. (44 RT 9631.) After such an
injury; a two-month-old infant like Dijanet would probably survive between a
matter of minutes to a short number of hours, due to the “fairly brisk pace” of
bleeding. (44 RT 9632.)

The pathologist additionally found bruising of the mesentery, hemorrhage
into one of the adrenal glands, and hemorrhage around the spleen due to the
rupturing of the splenic vessels. (44 RT 9632.) Injury to the mesenteric tissue
and other internal structures would have required “a tremendous amount of
force” because of their location in the body. (44 RT 9632-9633.)

Several areas of hemorrhage were also visible at the periphery of the
lungs. (44 RT 9633.) Chest x-rays and internal examination showed the baby
had multiple rib fractures, all several weeks into the healing process. (44 RT
9633,9636.) A fracture of the left humerus also appeared to have been healing
for several weeks. (44 RT 9633.) The broken ribs and arm may, but would not
necessarily, have exhibited external signs of fracture observable to the naked
eye. (44 RT 9637.) Because the bones of young children are more malleable,
they are more difficult to break; fractures of the type suffered by Dijanet require
much more force than just rough handling, such as significant blunt-force
trauma. (44 RT 9638.)

The acute cause of Dijanet’s death was blunt-force trauma resulting in
extensive abdominal injuries. (44 RT 9634.) From the injuries, it appeared that
an initial event at least two to three weeks prior to her death resulted in multiple
fractures of Dijanet’s ribs on both sides and a fracture of her arm. (44 RT 9634,
9636.) In the second, fatal event, Dijanet sustained injuries to her abdomen,
lungs, and brain. (44 RT 9634.)

Detective Whistler arrested Suff the next morning for the murdér of his

two-month-old daughter. (44 RT 9582.) At the time of his arrest, Suff had

128



another pending felony matter for the theft of property valued between $200 and
$10,000, for which Suff pled guilty and was sentenced. (44 RT 9583.) A jury
returned a unanimous guilty verdict against Suff for Dijanet’s murder. (44 RT

9582, 9588-9590.)

B. The 1988 Murder Of Lisa Lacik

Around mid-day on the Martin Luther King, Jr., Day holiday of Monday,
January 18, 1988, a couple hiking in the Manzanita Flats area found a body
down the bank of a steep gully. (42 RT 9234-9238.) The couple immediately
returned to their car and drove to the ranger station about five miles from the
body and reported their discovery. (42 RT 9237.)

San Bernardino County Sheriff’s deputies and personnel arrived at the
scene around 4:00 and 5:00 p.m. (42 RT 9242, 9248-9249, 9260.) The body
was in an area of brush and rocks about 20 to 25 feet below a dirt forestry road
off of Highway 330 and appeared to have tumbled downhill after being tossed
or pushed over the roadside. (42 RT 42 RT 9239, 9243-9244, 9246, 9251,
9255.)

The body was identified through fingerprints as Lisa Lacik (42 RT 9245,
9253), a prostitute and drug user from the San Bernardino area (42 RT 9253-
9254; 43 RT 9314). She was 21 years old. (43 RT 9297.)

Of the various bruises and abrasions on Lacik’s body, some appeared to
have been inflicted before her death, but the lack of associated bleeding
indicated that most could have occurred at or after her death. (43 RT 9288-
9290, 9306.) Lacik also suffered minor antemortem blunt-force trauma to the
forehead. (43 RT 9292-9293, 9305-9306.)

Lacik’s most prominent injuries were a stab wound just above the navel
and the postmortem excision of her right breast. (43 RT 9288, 9293, 9295-
9296, see also 42 RT 9255.) Both the breast tissue and pectoralis muscle had
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been removed, leaving her bare rib cage. (43 RT 9295.) From characteristics
such as marks at the edges of the wound, the pathologist opined a serrated blade
was used to remove Lacik’s breast. (43 RT 9296, 9303.)

The stab wound into Lacik’s abdomen was about one to one and one-half
inches long. (43 RT 9293.) As the wound was a little over six inches deep, the
pathologist estimated a knife of at least four inches long was used. (43 RT
9296, 9300.) Though there was only one entry wound, several internal stab
wounds resulted, including some which cut and nearly severed major veins that
drain into the inferior vena cava. (43 RT 9293-9295.) Such injuries were
consistent with the victim struggling as she was being stabbed. (43 RT 9294-
9295, 9300-9301.) Lacik was five feet, four inches tall and weighed 118 pounds
at the time of autopsy. (43 RT 9297.)

The pathologist determined Lacik’s death resulted from the stab wound
into her abdomen. (43 RT 9297.) Lacik probably died within five to eight
minutes of being stabbed. (43 RT 9310.) As she died, she was injured at the
neck. (43 RT 9311-9312.) Very faint bruises and scrapes in the area of Lacik’s
neck appeared to have occurred when she was nearly dead. (43 RT 9291-9292,
9308.) Though he could not say with certainty that Lacik was strangled, the
pathologist also could not rule out the possibility of strangulation or
asphyxiation (43 RT 9304-9305) or the use of a thin ligature on Lacik’s neck
(43 RT 9309-9310). From the level of decomposition and rigor mortis of her
body, and considering the cold weather, Lacik had probably been dead for a
period of at least 48 hours and up to four or five days before she was found. (43
RT 9297-9298.)

Connie Andersen last saw Lacik in January 1988 on the corner of 8th and
H Streets in downtown San Bernardino. (43 RT 9314-9315; see 45 R'T 9908.)
At the time, Andersen and Lacik were both working as prostitutes and trying to
geta “date.” (43 RT 9314-9315.) From about four to five feet away, Andersen
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saw a man pull up in a car and talk to Lacik. (43 RT 9316, 9318, 9327-9328,
9331.) Lacik told Andersen that the man had offered her $100 and she would
be right back, then she got into the man’s car and they drove off. (43 RT 9316.)

The man was in his 30s, “greasy-looking,” unkempt, and heavy-set, with
dirty-blond hair; Andersen was concerned and distrustful of the man because he
did not appear to be the type who would pay $100 for a date. (43 RT 9319,
9330-9331, 9333, 9339-9340; accord 45 RT 9909-9910.) His hair was about to
his collar. (43 RT 9338.) He was also unshaven and had a mustache. (43 RT
9333-9334, 9338-9339.) His car was similarly “raggy” — not well-kept. (43 RT
9330.) However, Andersen paid more attention to the man than his car, which
she described simply as an older model, mid-sized, possibly light-colored car
that reminded her of her grandmother’s Dodge Polara. (43 RT 9318-9319,
9328-9329; 46 RT 10189-10190.) She guessed the car was a two-door, but was
not sure. (43 RT 9319.) Because she had “a real bad feeling” about the man,
Andersen tried to remember the licence plate number. (43 RT 9325-9326.)
About four or five days later, Andersen heard Lacik had been killed. (43 RT
9323))

A couple weeks later, in late January 1988, Andersen spoke with
members of the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department about her observations the
day she last saw Lacik and to generate a composite drawing of the man in the
car. (43 RT9317-9321,9326-9327,9335-9336; 45 RT 9908-9909.) Andersen
viewed photos of various cars and selected one she found most similar to the
man’s car. (43 RT 9321-9322,9329-9330.) She also reported a partial license
plate number of 776 or 778. (43 RT 9324.) After about 20 minutes of working
on the composite drawing, however, she became upset at the officers and ceased
to cooperate. (43 RT 9335-9339.)

About four years later, San Bernardino Sheriff’s Detective Frank

Gonzales contacted Andersen about Lacik’s disappearance and showed
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Andersen a photographic lineup of six men. (43 RT 9322-9324; 45 RT 9924.)
Andersen selected Suff’s photo from the lineup, 100 percent certain of her
choice. (43 RT 9323-9324, 9347-9348; 45 RT 9924.)

On April 22, 1988, Suff was driving a two-door 1975 Dodge Duster in
some shade of green when a Riverside County Sheriff’s deputy issued him a
traffic citation. (43 RT 9352-9353.) The car’s licence plate number was DPT
770. (43 RT 9354.)

C. The 1990 Near-Death Of Suff’s Three-Month-Old
Daughter, Bridgette

Cheryl Lewis married Suff on March 17, 1990. (44 RT 9599.) In
August 1990, Lewis befriended a woman named Terry Woodruff. (44 RT 9600-
9601, 9642.) Lewis discovered in October 1990 that she was pregnant. (44 RT
9601.)

In December 1990, Lewis and Suff moved into a two-bedroom apartment
on North Beechwood Avenue, in Rialto. (44 RT 9601.) Woodruff and her then-
fiancé, Jeremy Taylor, moved into the apartment with Lewis and Suff on July 3,
1991. (44 RT 9601-9602, 9643.) Neither Woodruff nor Taylor had a car. (44
RT 9604, 9643.)

Lewis gave birth to her daughter, Bridgette, on July 26, 1991. (44 RT
9602, 9644.) That September, Lewis and Woodruff attended school in Ontario
to become airline ticketing agents. (44 RT 9603, 9644.) Classes were held
Monday through Thursday, 6:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. (44 RT 9603, 9645.)
Taylor worked nights, so Suff took care of Bridgette during the evening while
Lewis and Woodruff were in class. (44 RT 9604, 9622, 9645.)

On Thursday, October 25, 1991, Lewis and Woodruff drove to their
evening class in Ontario. (44 RT 9604, 9647.) When they returned, Bridgette

was “fussy,” crying inconsolably and not “acting her normal self.” (44 RT
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9605, 9666.) Prior to that date, Lewis had not noticed anything unusual about
her daughter. (44 RT 9604.) Thereafter, Bridgette did not open her eyes when
Lewis lifted her up. (44 RT 9605.)

Concerned for the baby’s health, Lewis wanted to take her to the hospital
that night. (44 RT 9606.) Suff refused, however, saying he had to work the
next day. (44 RT 9606.) It was about 10:30 p.m., and Suff usually awoke at
5:30 a.m. to go to work. (44 RT 9615.) Bridgette continued to act fussy,
prompting Lewis to call the nurse at Kaiser Hospital in Riverside. (44 RT 9606-
9607.) The nurse told Lewis to bring in the baby, but Suff again refused. (44
RT 9607.) When Lewis offered to go by herself, Suff insisted, “If she’s going,
we’re both taking her.” (44 RT 9607.) Lewis did not have a driver’s license,
and Suff had threatened in the past to call police if she drove his van. (44 RT
9608.)

The next morning, Bridgette awoke shortly after 7:45 a.m., screaming,
which was abnormal. (44 RT 9608.) Lewis changed Bridgette’s diaper and
clothes, but did not notice anything alarming. (44 RT 9621.) The baby
continued to cry and still “just wasn’t herself.” (44 RT 9609.) Lewis made an
appointment to see a doctor at 10:50 a.m. that day and called Suff, who gave her
a ride to the hospital. (44 RT 9609-9610.)

The baby became more fussy. (44 RT 9617.) Dr. Eiko Furusawa,
Bridgette’s treating pediatrician, visually examined the three-month-old but saw
no bruises, sign of ear infection, or other physical finding aside from noticeably
extreme fussiness. (44 RT 9661, 9665-9666.) To determine the cause of the
baby’s fussiness, Dr. Furusawa ran a blood test for infection and asked Suff and
Lewis to return at 1:30 p.m. for the results of the blood tests. (44 RT 9660-
9661; cf. 44 RT 9610-9611.) Suff said he had to return to work, and left his

home and work number for the doctor to call with the results. (44 RT 9661-
9662.)
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Blood test results showed a highly elevated white blood cell count,
suggestive of infection. (44 RT 9611, 9662.) After unsuccessfully reaching
anyone at home, Dr. Furusawa called Suff at work and the couple returned with
the baby the same day. (44 RT 9611, 9662.)

On the second visit, the baby was seizing on one side of her body.
(44 RT 9612, 9663.) Lewis told Dr. Furusawa that she had noticed the seizures.
(44 RT 9663.) Dr. Furusawa admitted Bridgette to the hospital and ordered
additional blood tests, a spinal tap, and a CT scan. (44 RT 9663-9664, 9667.)
Lewis later learned her daughter had suffered cranial hemorrhaging and several
broken ribs, and might die. (44 RT 9612.)

A pediatric neurologist examined the baby and saw retinal hemorrhages
in the baby’s eyes, suggesting Shaken Syndrome. (44 RT 9664, 9667, 9683.)
Retinal hemorrhages in an infant are “pretty typical” of Shaken Syndrome.
(44 RT 9690.)

Bridgette’s seizures shortly led to respiratory depression, requiring
incubation. (44 RT 9664-9665.) Had she not been at the hospital under
observation when she stopped breathing, Bridgette probably would have died.
(44 RT 9686-9687.) Due to her unstable condition, the baby was transferred to
Kaiser Hospital in Fontana the next day, October 27, 1991. (44 RT 9664-9665.)

Dr. Robert Stevenson, a radiologist and a member of the Suspected Child
Abuse and Neglect (SCAN) Team at Kaiser Hospital, reviewed and interpreted
x-rays of Bridgette’s wrists and ankles while she was being treated. (44 RT
9670-9671.) He also later reviewed other x-rays, bone scans, and a CT scan of
Bridgette’s head. (44 RT 9671-9675, 9677.)

One of Bridgette’s ankles had a corner-type fracture at the lower end of
the bone just above the ankle joint. (44 RT 9672, 9674.) In Dr. Stevenson’s
training and experience, such injury is “highly specific” for child abﬁse, ie.

“well above 90 percent” the result of non-accidental trauma. (44 RT 9672,
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9678; see 44 RT 9677-9678.) A twisting type of injury, which would not
necessarily cause bruising, is required to cause such injury. (44 RT 9678.)

Bone scans alerted doctors to areas of possible fracture, which they then
x-rayed. (44 RT 9695; see 44 RT 9674-9675.) Chest x-rays showed fractures
in four ribs on Bridgette’s left side. (44 RT 9673-9674, 9678.) Based on
evidence of new bone forming around them, the fractures likely occurred
approximately two to three weeks earlier. (44 RT 9673-9674.) The ribs were
in the back of the rib cage, near the spine. (44 RT 9673.) An infant’s bones,
particularly ribs, tend to be resilient. (44 RT 9673.) Rib fractures are “highly
suggestive” of child abuse, as they almost never occur accidentally. (44 RT
9674, 9678.) Such injuries do not necessarily cause or accompany bruising of
the skin. (44 RT 9677, 9696.) Bridgette’s rib injuries were consistent with her
being grabbed or squeezed. (44 RT 9674, 9677.) The application of pressure
also could have caused the fractures. (44 RT 9698.) _

Bridgette had widespread swelling of the brain, which occurs after
circumstances such as whiplash from a car accident or a baby being grabbed and
violently shaken. (44 RT 9675, 9679, 9683.) Had Bridgette not been under the
controlled environment of the hospital, her brain would have continued to swell,
eventually cutting off blood flow to the brain and causing death. (44 RT 9687-
9688.) From the time of the CT scan at the Kaiser Hospital in Fontana, Dr.
Stevenson estimated the brain injury occurred eight to ten days earlier. (44 RT
9675-9676.) Such injury was indicative of non-accidental injury. (44 RT 9676.)
It can also result in seizures in a child. (44 RT 9679.) Due to the immaturity of
a child’s brain, not much force is required to cause injury. (44 RT 9679.)

Another SCAN Team member and a forensic pediatrician, Dr. Bertica
Rubio, estimated the initial injury to Bridgette’s brain was sustained during the
12 to 24 hours before she began to show symptoms. (44 RT 9684-9685.) The

trauma to Bridgette’s brain nearly caused her death, both because she stopped
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breathing at one point, and because of the swelling of her brain. (44 RT 9685-
9688.) Generally, a baby shaken hard enough to cause retinal hemorrhaging but
not instant death “could probably do well” for up to 12 hours before symptoms
such as irritability begin to show. (44 RT 9690.) Though the rib fractures most
likely occurred at an earlier date than the brain injuries, ribs take longer to show
signs of healing than other bones and therefore are difficult to date. (44 RT
9685.)

Woodruff testified Suff was “real short-tempered,” and she had seen Suff
physically mistreat or shake Bridgette. (44 RT 9647-9648.) She recalled three
to four occasions when Bridgette began to fuss and Suff picked her up from
underneath her shoulders, shook her back and forth, called her name and yelled
at her to shut up. (44 RT 9648.)

During a tape recorded interview on October 30, 1991, Woodruff told
Rialto Police Detective Joseph Cirilo about Suff shaking, losing patience with,
and yelling at the baby. (44 RT 9654.) Woodruff recalled that once, on a
Friday, Saturday, or Sunday between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m. (44 RT 9651) she saw
Suff shake the baby three or four times over a period of a couple seconds (44 RT
9649). At trial, Woodruff recalled telling the officer that on her estimate of two
or three occasions, she had seen Suff shake the baby for “approximately two to
three, maybe four seconds.” (44 RT 9649-9650.)

On cross-examination, Woodruff acknowledged she told a Rialto police
officer who visited the apartment that she never saw Suff or Lewis shake
Bridgette. (44 RT 9648-9649.) However, the officer had awoken and
questioned her at 3:30 a.m. (44 RT 9653.)

Woodruff also acknowledged that sometimes she or Taylor watched
Bridgette while Lewis was gone. (44 RT 9613.) But usually Lewis would be
away for at most a half-hour, to run an errand or visit the mailbox. (44 RT

9622, 9645.) Woodruff also admitted that a couple days to a week or two before

136



Bridgette’s unusual behavior, Bridgette had a lump on her head after Woodruff
watched her. (44 RT 9613, 9617, 9646, 9650.) Woodruff immediately told
Lewis about the injury, however, and said Bridgette got the lump when she tried
to turn over while underneath a metal-frame bed. (44 RT 9614, 9622-9623,
9646.) Lewis was gone for 20 minutes at most, while she cashed check. (44 RT
9622, 9646.)

D. Victim Impact Evidence

Kimberly Lyttle’s father testified that “Kimmy” was 16 years old when
she had a daughter, Sarah. (43 RT 9365, 9374.) Lyttle’s drug use began in high
school with marijuana, then escalated. (43 RT 9365-9368.) When Lyttle’s
father first learned of her death, he thought she had overdosed on drugs. (43 RT
9368-9369.) After Lyttle’s death, Sarah’s father raised the child, who was by
that time 16 years old. (43 RT 9366, 9374-9375, 9377.)

On cross-examination, Lyttle’s father said he felt she was the smartest of
his four children, and it hurt to see her potential slip away due to drug use.
(43 RT 9372-9373.) He had tried many times to convince her to quit. (43 RT
9373.) Lyttle would sometimes p