
 
Judicial Council of California 

Executive and Planning Committee 
May 10, 2010, 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m. 
Judicial Council Conference Center 

Board Room and Golden Gate Room  
 
 
Members Participating:  Justice Richard D. Huffman; Judges Lee Smalley Edmon, 
Winifred Younge Smith, and James Michael Welch; and Mr. Frederick K. Ohlrich (via 
telephone) Mr. James N. Penrod and Mr. Michael M. Roddy  
 
Other Judicial Officials Participating:  Justice Terence L. Bruiniers 
 
Members Absent:  Judges Mary Ann O’Malley and Kenneth K. So  
 
AOC Members Participating:  Mr. Dennis Blanchard, Ms. Margie Borjon-Miller, Ms. 
Nancy Carlisle, Ms. Rebecca Ceniceros, Ms. Roma Cheadle, Mr. Curtis L. Child, Mr. 
Mark Dusman, Mr. Glenn Fong, Ms. Donna S. Hershkowitz, Mr. Kenneth L. Kann, Mr. 
William L. Kasley, Mr. Mark Moore, Mr. Ronald G. Overholt, Mr. Johann Strauss, and 
Mr. William C. Vickrey 
 
Minutes 
The committee reviewed and approved the minutes for the Executive and Planning 
Committee meetings held on April 12, 15 and 19, 2010. 
 
Superior Court of Sacramento County Notice Regarding California Courts Technology 
Center 
The committee was briefed by AOC staff on a notice from the Superior Court of 
California, Sacramento County, to transfer CCMS hosting of the court’s V3 case 
management data application from the California Courts Technology Center (CCTC) to a 
local technology center.  The committee decided to direct the Court and the AOC as 
follows: 
  

 1.  The Executive and Planning Committee directs the Court to maintain the  
  status quo with regard to use of the CCTC for hosting CCMS-related  
  applications pending consideration by the Judicial Council of the Court’s  
  stated intent to transfer such services from the CCTC to a local data center.  
  Specifically, the Executive and Planning Committee directs the Court to  
  defer equipment purchases, staff hiring, and all other activities requiring the 
  dedication of economic resources pending council consideration.   
 

















JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

April 15, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi; Mr. Joel S. 
Miliband, and Mr. Michael D. Planet. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Michael P. Vicencia. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Ms. June Clark,  
Ms. Tracy Kenny, Mr. Daniel Pone, and Ms. Monica LeBlond. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. Arturo Castro, Mr. Mark Jacobson, Mr. John Judnick,  
Ms. Susan McMullan, and Mr. Stephen Nash. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the April 1, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 2767 (Committee on Judiciary), as introduced – Homestead exemptions: 
Judicial Council  
Adjusts, from April 1, 2010, to April 1, 2013, the date on which the Judicial 
Council is required to submit the first report to the Legislature regarding increased 
dollar amounts for homestead exemptions. 

 PCLC Action: Support 
 

b) SB 962 (Liu), as amended March 11, 2010 – Prisoners: adjudication of parental 
rights: participation 
Allows incarcerated parents to participate in specified court proceedings 
concerning parental rights via videoconferencing or teleconferencing if the 
technology is available. Prohibits the loss of job placement or reduction in earned 
privileges while incarcerated for attendance by parents at court proceedings for 
which they are entitled to be transported unless the absence from custody is for 10 
days or more. Allows the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
to establish a pilot project to facilitate parental involvement in dependency court 
hearings if private funding can be obtained.   



PCLC Action: Support  
 

c) Audit provision for parking penalties  
Prohibits the State Controller’s Office from assessing monetary penalties against 
counties that did not submit to the State Court Facilities Construction Fund the 
$1.50 parking penalty assessment pursuant to Government Code Section 70372(b) 
for the 2008 calendar year. 
PCLC Action: Support 
 

Invitation to Comment 
d) Civil cases: vexatious litigants  

Authorizes the presiding justice or presiding judge to order that notice be given of 
a vexatious litigant’s status if the clerk mistakenly files litigation without a 
prefiling order; provides for an application to vacate a prefiling order and remove 
a vexatious litigant’s name from the Judicial Council’s list of vexatious litigants. 
PCLC Action: Approved for circulation. 

 
3. Discussion Items 

 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 1749 (Lowenthal and Strickland), as amended April 5, 2010 –Whistleblower 
Protection Act:  Administrative Office of the Courts  
Extends the California Whistleblower Protection Act (CWPA) to employees of 
the Supreme Court, courts of appeal, superior courts, and the Administrative 
Office of the Courts. Provides that employees or applicants for employment of 
these entities who file a written complaint alleging acts of reprisal or retaliation 
for having made a protected disclosure under the Act with their employers, may 
also file a complaint with the State Personnel Board (SPB). Requires the SPB to 
investigate these complaints and make a recommendation to the judicial branch 
employer regarding whether retaliation resulted in an adverse action against the 
employee and what steps should be taken to remedy the situation. Makes judicial 
branch employers who engage in intentional acts of retaliation civilly and 
criminally liable, but exempts judges and justices from these provisions. Provides 
that a complaint to the Commission on Judicial Performance is a protected 
disclosure under the CWPA. 
PCLC Action: Support [Hon. Marvin R. Baxter recused himself from vote.] 
 

b) AB 2487 (Feuer), as amended April 8, 2010 – Judge disqualification 
 Requires a judge to disqualify himself or herself when the judge has received a 

contribution in excess of $1,500 from a party or counsel in a matter before the 
judge, and the contribution was received either in support of the judge’s election, 
if the election occurred within the last six years, or in support of an upcoming 
election. Also requires the judge to disclose on the record any contribution of an 
amount that a judicial candidate would be required to report to the Fair Political 
Practices Commission (currently $100). 
PCLC Action: Support if amended. 



 
c) AB 2521 (Torrico), as proposed to be amended – Courts: budget and fiscal 

management  
 Requires the Controller to annually audit all funds and accounts under the 

jurisdiction and control of each trial court. Requires the Controller to annually 
audit all funds under the jurisdiction and control of the Administrative Office of 
the Courts (AOC). Provides that the first audit of the trial courts shall be 
conducted by December 15, 2012, and the first audit of the AOC shall be 
conducted by February 1, 2012. Requires the results of the audits to be issued to 
the Legislature, Judicial Council, and Department of Finance by April 1 of each 
year. Provides that the costs of the audits shall be borne by the trial courts and the 
AOC within existing resources. 

  PCLC Action: Oppose unless funded, concerns noted about the scope and 
frequency of the audits. 
 

d) SB 1417 (Cox), as amended March 24, 2010 – Corporations for prevention of 
cruelty to children or animals: endorsement and appointment 

 Modifies the process for formation of Societies for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals and for the appointment of humane officers. 

 PCLC Action: Support if amended. 
 

Invitation to Comment: 
e) Criminal procedure: thumbprints at arraignment  

Amends Penal Code section 992(a) to: (1) authorize courts to obtain a felony 
defendant’s thumbprint at the arraignment on the complaint; and (2) if no 
thumbprint is obtained at the arraignment on the complaint, require courts to 
obtain the thumbprint at the arraignment on the information or indictment. 
PCLC Action: Approved for circulation. 
 

f) Criminal procedure: dismissals in the interests of justice 
Amends Penal Code section 1385(a) to require courts to set forth the reasons for 
dismissal of an action on the record or, if requested by any party, in an order 
entered upon the minutes. 

  PCLC Action: Approved for circulation. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date: Thursday, April 29, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

April 29, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi; and Mr. Joel S. 
Miliband. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Michael P. Vicencia and 
Mr. Michael D. Planet. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Ms. Tracy Kenny, Mr. Daniel 
Pone, Mr. Janus Norman, Ms. Monica LeBlond, and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. Michael Giden, Ms. Jasmin Levander, and Ms. Jessica Sanora. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the April 15, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB  1699 (Hernandez), as introduced – State employee compensation  
Provides that the General Fund and other special funds are to be continuously 
appropriated in an amount necessary for employee compensation and benefits, so 
that state employees will be fully paid in the absence of a state budget.  
PCLC Action: Oppose unless amended to also address judicial branch 
employees. 

 
3. Discussion Items 

 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) Department of Child Support Services budget change proposal and trailer bill 
language: administrative process for setting and modifying child support orders 
(submitted to the Legislature on April 1, 2010)  
Creates an administrative process for establishing and modifying child support 
orders in cases in which Department of Child Support Services is involved in 
enforcing support. 
PCLC Action: Oppose 
 



b) AB 2475 (Beall), as proposed to be amended – Judicial immunity 
Provides that the doctrine of judicial or quasi-judicial immunity shall not apply to 
any private third party engaged by the court for his or her expertise in family law 
matters in an advisory capacity. Requires the Bureau of State Audits to establish a 
compliance unit to review compliance of family courts and public employees with 
family laws and procedures. 

 PCLC Action: Oppose 
 

Proposal for Judicial Council-sponsored Legislation: 
c) Collection of Court-Ordered Debt 

Prioritizes the attributes of comprehensive collection programs; implements a 
limited one-time amnesty program for individuals convicted of an infraction if the 
court-ordered debt became due on or before July 1, 2008; authorizes court and 
county collection programs to discharge accountability for court-ordered debt; 
establishes an Unclaimed Property Intercept Program; and clarifies that the ten-
year enforcement period applicable to the enforcement of civil money judgments 
does not apply to the collection of court-ordered debt. 
PCLC Action: Approved for Judicial Council sponsorship. 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date: Wednesday, May 12, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 
 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

May 12, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Mr. Joel S. Miliband; and Mr. Michael 
D. Planet. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Sharon J. Waters and Mr. 
Anthony P. Capozzi voted on all actions via e-mail. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Ms. June Clark, Ms. Tracy Kenny, 
Mr. Daniel Pone, Ms. Monica LeBlond, and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. William C. Vickrey, Mr. Ronald G. Overholt, Ms. Nancy Taylor, 
Ms. Francine Byrne, and Mr. Douglas M. Miller. 
 
Other participants: Hon. Kevin Enright, Co-Chair, Joint Legislation Working Group of the Trial 
Court Presiding Judges Advisory Committee and the Court Executives Advisory Committee and 
Hon. Harold Kahn, Chair, Collaborative Justice Courts Advisory Committee. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the April 29, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 2505 (Strickland), as amended April 8, 2010 – Warrants: electronic signature: 
computer server transmission. 
Allows an oath by an affiant seeking a search warrant to be made using a 
telephone and computer server, in addition to a fax machine or email, and allows 
the affiant’s signature to be in the form of an electronic signature.  
PCLC Action: Support 

 
3. Discussion Items 

 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 1925 (Salas), as amended April 20, 2010 – Veterans courts. 
Authorizes superior courts to develop and implement veterans courts for eligible 
veterans of the United States military.  



 PCLC Action: No position. 
 

Invitation to Comment: 
a) Probate Guardianship Venue 

Specifies the venue applicable in probate guardianship cases when a child custody 
proceeding under the Family Code concerning the minor was filed in another 
county before commencement of the guardianship matter. 

 PCLC Action: Approved for circulation. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date: Tuesday, June 1, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

June 1, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; 
Judge Terry B. Friedman; and Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Joel S. Miliband; and Mr. Michael D. 
Planet. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Mr. Daniel Pone, Ms. Monica 
LeBlond, and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. William C. Vickrey and Mr. Ronald G. Overholt. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the May 12, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 1894 (Monning), as amended April 15, 2010 – Judges: disqualification 
Extends, for civil cases only, the time period for moving to disqualify a judge 
from 10 to 15 days and requires the moving party to notify all other parties within 
5 days of making the motion. 
PCLC Action: Support 

 
3. Discussion Items 

a) Update on legislative action on judicial branch budget [Was moved to 4. 
Informational Item] 

 
4. Informational Item 

a) Update on legislative action on judicial branch budget  
 Curtis Child reported on the actions approved by the budget committees relating 

to the judicial branch budget, and revenues approved to support court operations. 
Mr. Child also reported on trailer bill language that is being drafted to implement 
the budget package. 

 PCLC Action: No action required. 
 

1 



2 

*Due to the small attendance on the call, PCLC members approved Agenda items 1 and 2 by 
email vote. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date:  TBD 
  June 17, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

June 9, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Judge Terry B. Friedman; Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Hon. Sharon 
J. Waters; and Mr. Michael D. Planet. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Mr. Anthony P. Capozzi and 
Mr. Joel S. Miliband. Mr. Capozzi voted on all actions via e-mail. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Ms. June Clark, Mr. Daniel Pone, 
Ms. Tracy Kenny, and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. William C. Vickrey and Mr. Ronald G. Overholt. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

N/A 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
N/A 

 
3. Discussion Item 

a) Update on legislative action on judicial branch budget  
 Curtis Child reported on the actions approved by the budget committees relating 

to the judicial branch budget, and revenues approved to support court operations. 
Mr. Child also reported on trailer bill language that is being drafted to implement 
the budget package. 

 PCLC Action: Authorized staff to move forward with working out the trailer bill 
language consistent with the presentation, but return to PCLC with trailer bill 
language related to 1) language requested by Consumer Attorneys of California 
relating to limitations on local court closures except under dire fiscal 
circumstances/reductions in services not to have a disproportionate impact on 
civil cases; 2) language requested by the building trades relating to a bid 
preference for contractors who provide health benefits for their employees; 3) 
telephonic appearances; and 4) red light camera fee/automated speed 
enforcement. 

 



OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date:  June 17, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 
 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

June 17, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; 
Judge Terry B. Friedman; Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Anthony P. 
Capozzi; Mr. Joel S. Miliband and Mr. Michael D. Planet. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Mr. Daniel Pone, Ms. Monica 
LeBlond, and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. William C. Vickrey and Ms. Anne Ronan. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the June 1, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
N/A 
 

3. Discussion Item 
 
Action on Pending Legislation 

a) AB 2284 (Evans), as proposed to be amended – Jury trial: expedited jury trials 
Establishes the Expedited Jury Trials Act. Among other things, defines 
expedited jury trial as a binding jury trial before a reduced jury panel and 
judicial officer. Requires the Judicial Council, by January 1, 2011, to adopt 
implementing rules and forms. 
PCLC Action: Support, but reserve the right to modify the position, as 
necessary, after consideration of all public comments received on the rules 
proposal. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
    Proposed date:  July 29, 2010 
 



Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

July 9, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Anthony P. 
Capozzi; and Mr. Joel S. Miliband. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Terry B. Friedman and Mr. 
Michael D. Planet. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Mr. Daniel Pone, and Ms. Yvette 
Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Mr. William C. Vickrey and Mr. Ronald G. Overholt. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the June 9, 2010, and June 17, 2010, conference calls were approved as 
submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
N/A 
 

3. Discussion Item 
 
Action on Proposed Budget Trailer Bill Language 

a) Pilot project re: health benefits to be provided by contractors bidding for 3 SB 
1407 courthouse construction projects 
Requires the Judicial Council to implement a pilot program for three 
courthouse construction projects of varying sizes funded by the Immediate 
and Critical Needs Account to assess the benefits and impacts of requiring 
subcontractors with bids above a specified level to pay employee health 
benefits for field employees. 
PCLC Action: Approve the proposed trailer bill language. 

 
b) Limitations on court closures/no disparate impact on civil cases 

Declares the intent of the Legislature that the fund transfers to and new 
revenues for the Trial Court Trust Fund provided in the 2010 Budget Act 
shall, to the greatest extent possible, be used to prevent trial court closures and 



maintain adequate services to the public. Directs trial courts to provide notice 
to the Judicial Council of plans to close a court, as defined, and the financial 
constraints or other reasons that make the closure necessary.  
PCLC Action: Approve the proposed trailer bill language, as amended to 
delete the last clause in subdivision (a), “in the allocation of resources by 
and for trial courts.” 
 

c) Telephonic appearances 
Directs the Judicial Council to enter into one or more master agreements with 
a vendor or vendors to provide services relating to telephonic appearances. 
Requires the Judicial Council to establish a single, statewide uniform fee that 
will be charged to parties for such appearances. Requires the vendor or 
vendors to transmit $20 for each appearance, for distribution to the courts by 
the Judicial Council for support of court operations. 
PCLC Action: Approve the proposed trailer bill language. 
 

d) Red light camera fee/automated speed enforcement 
Requires vendors of red light camera equipment to remit, for deposit in the 
Trial Court Trust Fund and allocation to the trial courts, $40 for each citation 
that was filed with the superior court as the result of a photographic, digital, or 
electronic record generated by that vendor’s automated enforcement 
equipment. 
PCLC Action: Approve the proposed trailer bill language. 

 
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Curtis Child reported that the budget conference committee acted to move provisions of 
legislation requiring periodic audits of the Administrative Office of the Courts and the trial 
courts (AB 2521) into budget trailer bill, and reported that OGA would bring the language back 
to PCLC for approval. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts         

 
 
 

 



JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA 
POLICY COORDINATION AND LIAISON COMMITTEE 

 
Conference Call Meeting 

July 29, 2010 
 

Summary Minutes of Meeting 
 

Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members present: Hon. Marvin R. Baxter, Chair; 
Hon. Brad R. Hill, Vice-Chair; Hon. Michael P. Vicencia; Hon. Sharon J. Waters; Mr. Anthony P. 
Capozzi; and Mr. Michael D. Planet. 
 
Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee members absent: Hon. Terry B. Friedman and Mr. 
Joel S. Miliband. 
 
OGA staff present: Mr. Curtis Child, Ms. Donna Hershkowitz, Ms. Tracy Kenny, Mr. Daniel 
Pone, Ms. Monica LeBlond and Ms. Yvette Trevino. 
 
Other AOC staff present: Ms. Heather Anderson 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
 1. Approval of minutes 
 

The minutes of the July 9, 2010, conference call were approved as submitted. 
 

2. Consent Items 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 1050 (Ma), as proposed to be amended – Child custody: preferences of the 
child 
Creates a presumption that a child is of sufficient maturity to provide input to 
the court on a child custody or visitation issue at age 14 and requires the court 
to permit the child to address the court unless the court finds that testimony is 
not in the child’s best interests and states its reasons on the record. If the court 
denies calling the child, requires the court to find alternate means of obtaining 
information about the child’s preferences. Requires the Judicial Council to 
promulgate a rule of court regarding the examination of a child witness, 
including guidelines for obtaining information by means other than direct 
testimony. Delays implementation of the new provisions until the rule is 
adopted. 
PCLC Action: Support 
 

b) AB 2212 (Fuentes), as amended June 10, 2010 – Minors: mental competency 
Authorizes the juvenile court or the minor’s counsel in a delinquency matter 
to express a doubt as to the competency of the minor who is the subject of the 
action, and requires the court to suspend the proceedings if the court finds that 



substantial evidence raises a doubt as to the minor’s competency. Upon 
suspension, requires the court to order that the question of the minor’s 
competence be determined in a hearing and to appoint an expert. Requires 
that, if the minor is found to be incompetent by a preponderance of the 
evidence, all proceedings remain suspended to determine whether there is a 
substantial probability that the minor will attain that capacity in the 
foreseeable future or the court no longer retains jurisdiction. Allows the court 
during the period of suspension to make any order for services to restore the 
minor to competency, and to rule on any motion that does not require the 
participation of the minor to prepare the motion. Requires the Judicial Council 
to adopt a rule of court to implement the requirements for the competency 
evaluations and proceedings. 
PCLC Action: Support 
 

Invitation to Comment: 
c) Alternative Dispute Resolution: Judicial Arbitration Statutes 

Improves the judicial arbitration process by (1) giving parties 60, rather than 
30, days to file a request for a trial de novo; and (2) providing that filing a 
request for dismissal will prevent entry of the arbitrator’s award as the 
judgment of the court. 
PCLC Action: Approved for circulation. 
 

3. Discussion Item 
 
Action on Pending Legislation: 

a) AB 939 (Assembly Judiciary Committee), as proposed to be amended – 
Family law proceedings 
Makes numerous changes to provisions in the Family Code. Authorizes 
service by mail of post-judgment modifications of child support or custody. 
Requires that the court receive live testimony in family law proceedings 
unless it finds good cause not to, and states its reasons on the record. Requires 
the court to rule on a request for attorney’s fees early in the proceeding, and 
requires that fees be awarded if the court finds that there is a disparity in 
income and an ability of one party to pay the other party’s fees. Allows the 
court to order “family centered case resolution” (previously referred to as 
“case management” by statute) without stipulation. Requires that the minor’s 
counsel and the court comply with existing rules of court concerning the 
appointment requirements for minor’s counsel. Requires minor’s counsel to 
present the wishes of the child if the child desires them to be presented. 
Requires that any recommendation by a mediator in a child custody matter be 
provided to the parties in writing in advance of the hearing, and requires the 
judicial officer to inquire to ensure compliance with this provision. Requires 
courts to refer to child custody mediators who are authorized to submit 
recommendations to the court as “Child Custody Recommending 
Counselors,” and requires that the process be referred as “Child Custody 
Recommending Counseling.”  Allows the court to accept a paternity 



stipulation in a Domestic Violence Prevention Act (DVPA) matter, and 
provides that custody, visitation and support orders issued in a DVPA matter 
survive the termination of the order. Requires that child welfare agencies 
investigate referrals from the family court in the same manner that they 
investigate other allegations of abuse. Authorizes family court personnel to 
examine child welfare case files, even if no petition has been filed with the 
court. Revises the current summary dissolution statute to allow use of this 
procedure for an eligible marriage that is less than five years in duration at the 
time the parties are legally separated, and allows the court to issue the 
judgment after six months, absent any other action by the parties. 
PCLC Action: Support 

 
Action on Proposed Budget Trailer Bill Language 

a) Limitations on court closures/no disparate impact on civil cases 
Declares the intent of the Legislature that the fund transfers to and new 
revenues for the Trial Court Trust Fund provided in the 2010 Budget Act 
shall, to the greatest extent possible, be used to prevent trial court closures and 
maintain adequate services to the public. Directs trial courts to provide notice 
to the Judicial Council of plans to close a court, as defined, and the financial 
constraints or other reasons that make the closure necessary.  
PCLC Action: Direct Office of Governmental Affairs to seek comments from 
presiding judges. 
 

b) Audits of AOC and trial courts 
Requires audits of the trial courts and Administrative Office of the Courts 
(AOC) for compliance with governing statutes, rules, regulations, and policies 
relating to revenues, expenditures, and fund balances of all material and 
significant funds under the administration and control of the AOC or the trial 
courts. Requires the AOC to contract with the Controller to conduct the audits 
or, if less costly, to contract with the Department of Finance or the Bureau of 
State Audits. Audits of the trial courts shall occur every four years, with a 
pilot of 6 courts commencing by December 2012, and expanding to all courts 
by December 2013. Audits of the AOC shall be conducted every three years, 
commencing on or before December 2013.  
PCLC Action: Approved, as amended to clarify that the costs to be paid to 
the auditing entity are capped by the contracted amount. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Confirm next PCLC conference call: 
 Proposed date: Thursday, August 12, 2010 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 



Curtis L. Child, Director 
Office of Governmental Affairs 
Administrative Office of the Courts   

 




