
 

Judicial Council of California . Administrative Office of the Courts 

455 Golden Gate Avenue . San Francisco, California 94102-3688 

www.courtinfo.ca.gov 
 

 

R E P O R T  T O  T H E  J U D I C I A L  C O U N C I L  
For business meeting on: October 29, 2010 

 
Title 

Child Support: Protection of Obligor’s Social 
Security Number 
 
Rules, Forms, Standards, or Statutes Affected 

Form FL-480 
 
Recommended by 

Family and Juvenile Law Advisory 
Committee 

Hon. Jerilyn L. Borack, Cochair 
Hon. Susan D. Huguenor, Cochair 

 Agenda Item Type 

Action Required 
 
Effective Date 

January 1, 2011 
 
Date of Report 

September 13, 2010 
 
Contact 

Anna L. Maves, 916- 263-8624 
anna.maves@jud.ca.gov 

 

Executive Summary 

The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends revising form FL-480, Abstract 
of Support Judgment, to implement the provisions of Senate Bill 40 (Stats. 2009, ch. 552). SB 40 
requires that an abstract of judgment ordering a party to pay support contain only the last four 
digits of the judgment debtor’s social security number. 

Recommendation 

The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee recommends that the Judicial Council, 
effective January 1, 2011, revise form FL-480, Abstract of Support Judgment, to ensure that the 
persons completing the form comply with the requirements of Senate Bill 40 (Stats. 2009, ch. 
552).  
 
The proposed revised form is attached at page 3. 

Previous Council Action 

On January 1, 1987, the Judicial Council approved FL-480, Abstract of Support Judgment, 
previously rule 1285.80, to implement legislation amending Code of Civil Procedure section 
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697.320 to permit the creation of a lien by filing an abstract of a support judgment in lieu of a 
certified copy of the judgment.  

Rationale for Recommendation 

SB 40 amended Family Code section 4506(a)(6), which previously required that an abstract of 
judgment ordering a party to pay spousal, child, or family support contain the social security 
number of the party ordered to pay. SB 40 provides that only the last four digits of the social 
security number of the judgment debtor should be listed. Item 1c of form FL-480, Abstract of 
Support Judgment, provides a space for the judgment debtor’s social security number. The item 
would be revised to instruct users to provide only the last four digits. 

Comments, Alternatives Considered, and Policy Implications 

Comments 
 
The invitation to comment on the proposal was circulated from April 19, 2010, through June 18, 
2010, to the standard mailing list for family and juvenile law proposals, as well as to the regular 
rules and forms mailing list. This distribution list includes judges, court administrators, attorneys, 
social workers, probation officers, mediators, and other family and juvenile law professionals. In 
addition, this proposal was sent to child support commissioners, family law facilitators, court 
clerks, the California Department of Child Support Services and Child Support Directors 
Association forms committee, and title IV-D program directors.   
 
The committee received five written responses, all of which expressed agreement without further 
comment. A chart listing the comments is attached at page 4. 
 
Alternatives Considered  
 
Because legislation does not allow more than the last four digits of the social security number to 
be included on the abstract of judgment effective January 1, 2010, the Family and Juvenile Law 
Advisory Committee rejected the option of taking no action. (Fam. Code, §4506(a)(6)). 

Implementation Requirements, Costs, and Operational Impacts 

The committee is not aware of any implementation requirements, costs, or operational impacts 
affecting the local courts that will result from approval of the proposed form. This form is not 
produced by the courts. 

Attachments 

1. Form FL-480, at page 3 
2. Chart of Comments, at page 4 
3. Attachment A: SB 40 (Stats. 2009, ch. 552) 



FL-480
ATTORNEY OR PARTY WITHOUT ATTORNEY (Name and address): FOR RECORDER’S USE ONLY

Recording requested by and return to:

TELEPHONE NO.:

ATTORNEY FOR JUDGMENT CREDITOR ASSIGNEE OF RECORD

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF

STREET ADDRESS:

MAILING ADDRESS:

CITY AND ZIP CODE:

BRANCH NAME:

PETITIONER/PLAINTIFF:

RESPONDENT/DEFENDANT:
CASE NUMBER:

ABSTRACT OF SUPPORT JUDGMENT

FOR COURT USE ONLY1. The judgment creditor assignee of record
applies for an abstract of a support judgment and represents the following:
a. Judgment debtor’s

name and last known address

Unknownb. Driver's license no. and state:

Unknownc. Social security number: XXX-XX-_____ (provide only last four
    digits)                                      
d. Birth date:

Unknown

Date:

(SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT OR ATTORNEY)(TYPE OR PRINT NAME)

2. I CERTIFY that the judgment entered in this action contains 5. Judgment debtor (full name as it appears in judgment):
an order for payment of spousal, family, or child support.

3. Judgment creditor (name): 6. a. A judgment was entered on (date): 

whose address appears on this form above the court’s name.

4. The support is ordered to be paid to the following county 
officer (name and address):

7. An execution lien is endorsed on the judgment as follows:
a. Amount: $
b. In favor of (name and address):

[SEAL] 8. A stay of enforcement has
a. not been ordered by the court. 
b.

(date):

This is an installment judgment.9.

This abstract issued on Clerk, by , Deputy
(date):

Page 1 of 1

Form Adopted for Mandatory Use 
Judicial Council of California 

FL-480 [Rev. January 1, 2011]
ABSTRACT OF SUPPORT JUDGMENT Code of Civil Procedure, §§ 488.480, 674,

697.320, 700.190
www.courtinfo.ca.gov

b. Renewal was entered on (date): 
c. Renewal was entered on (date):

been ordered by the court effective until

DRAFT 5 icb
06/29/10
Not approved by the 
Judicial Council
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SPR10-27 
Child Support: Protection of Obligor’s Social Security Number (revise form FL-480) 
All comments are verbatim unless indicated by an asterisk (*). 
 

4 Positions:  A = Agree; AM = Agree if modified; N = Do not agree; NI = Not indicated 
 

 Commentator Position Comment Committee Response 
1.  Child Support Directors Association 

George O. Nielsen 
Vice-Chair 

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 

2.  Hon. Louise Bayles-Fightmaster 
Child Support Commissioner 
Superior Court of Sonoma County  

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 

3.  Susan Groves 
Family Law Facilitator 
Superior Court of San Diego County 

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 

4.  Orange County Bar Association 
Lei Lei Wang Ekvall 
President 

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 

5.  Superior Court of Los Angeles County 
 

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 

6.  Superior Court of San Diego County  
Michael M. Roddy 
Court Executive Officer 

A No narrative comments. No response necessary. 
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Attachment A 
 

SB 40, Correa. Personal information: social security numbers. 

    Existing law requires any person, entity, or government agency that is presenting a 
document for recording or filing with a county recorder to only list the last 4 digits of a social 
security number. Existing law also requires a county recorder to use due diligence to truncate 
social security numbers in the public record version of official records. 

 This bill would provide that a document containing more than the last 4 digits of a social 
security number is not entitled for recording. This bill would also provide that a recorder shall be 
deemed to be in compliance if he or she uses due diligence to truncate social security numbers 
in documents recorded, as provided. 

  Existing law requires an abstract of judgment ordering a party to pay spousal, child, or 
family support to contain the social security number of the party who is ordered to pay. 

 This bill would instead require an abstract of judgment to contain only the last 4 digits of 
the social security number of the party who is ordered to pay. 

 The provisions of this bill would not apply to documents created prior to January 1, 2010. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 SECTION 1.  Section 1798.89 of the Civil Code is repealed. 

 SEC. 2.  Section 1798.89 is added to the Civil Code, to read: 

 1798.89.  (a) Unless otherwise required to do so by state or federal law, no person, entity, or 
governmental agency shall present for recording or filing with a county recorder a document that 
is required by any provision of law to be open to the public if that record displays more than the 
last four digits of a social security number. Unless otherwise authorized by state or federal law, 
a document containing more than the last four digits of a social security number is not entitled 
for recording. 

(b) A recorder shall be deemed to be in compliance with the requirements of this section if he or 
she uses due diligence to truncate social security numbers in documents recorded, as provided 
in Article 3.5 (commencing with Section 27300) of Chapter 6 of Part 3 of Division 2 of Title 3 of 
the Government Code. 

(c) This section shall not apply to documents created prior to January 1, 2010. 

SEC. 3.  Section 4506 of the Family Code is amended to read: 

 4506.  (a) An abstract of a judgment ordering a party to pay spousal, child, or family support to 
the other party shall be certified by the clerk of the court where the judgment was entered and 
shall contain all of the following: 
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 (1) The title of the court where the judgment is entered and the cause and number of the 
 proceeding. 

 (2) The date of entry of the judgment and of any renewal of the judgment. 

 (3) Where the judgment and any renewals are entered in the records of the court. 

 (4) The name and last known address of the party ordered to pay support. 

 (5) The name and address of the party to whom support payments are ordered to be  
 paid. 

 (6) Only the last four digits of the social security number, birth date, and driver's license 
 number of the party who is ordered to pay support. If any of those numbers are not 
 known to the party to whom support payments are to be paid, that fact shall be indicated 
 on the abstract of the court judgment. This paragraph shall not apply to documents 
 created prior to January 1, 2010. 

 (7) Whether a stay of enforcement has been ordered by the court and, if so, the date the 
 stay ends. 

 (8) The date of issuance of the abstract. 

 (9) Any other information deemed reasonable and appropriate by the Judicial Council. 

(b) The Judicial Council may develop a form for an abstract of a judgment ordering a party to 
pay child, family, or spousal support to another party which contains the information required by 
subdivision (a). 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, when a support obligation is being enforced 
pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, the agency enforcing the obligation may record 
a notice of support judgment. The notice of support judgment shall contain the same information 
as the form adopted by the Judicial Council pursuant to subdivision (b) and Section 4506.1. The 
notice of support judgment shall have the same force and effect as an abstract of judgment 
certified by the clerk of the court where the judgment was entered. The local child support 
agency or other Title IV-D agency shall not be subject to any civil liability as a consequence of 
causing a notice of support judgment to be recorded. 

(d) As used in this section, "judgment" includes an order for child, family, or spousal support.     


