
Randall Bookout 
Attorney at Law 

State Bar No. 131821 
Post Office Box 211377 
Chula Vista, CA  91921 

(619) 857-4432
rbbookout@outlook.com 

March 25, 2019 

Jorge Navarette, Clerk 
California Supreme Court 
350 McAllister St. 
San Francisco, CA  94102 

RE: Oral Argument Focus Letter in People v. Julian Mendez¸S129501 

Dear Mr. Navarette: 

Please inform the court appellant will concentrate on the following issues at 
oral argument on April 4: 

AOB II. The trial court’s decision to admit irrelevant and prejudicial 
evidence of three gang-related homicides and a purported drive-by shooting 
was an abuse of discretion and violated appellant’s rights under the Fifth, 
Eighth, and Fourteenth Amendments; 

AOB III. The ubiquitous gang hearsay introduced at trial was testimonial 
hearsay in violation of appellant’s Sixth Amendment right to confront the 
witnesses against him, and was furthermore inherently unreliable and 
should have been excluded under both state and federal law; and 

SUPPLEMENTAL: The erroneous admission of case-specific hearsay 
related by the prosecution's gang expert prejudiced appellant in both the 
guilt and penalty phases.  

Sincerely, 

Randall Bookout 
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