




















P.O. Box 302
Nevada City, CA 95959

August 17, 2011

The Hon. Jerry Brown, Governor
State of California
State Capitol Building
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Brown:

Nevada City ..•you know it and its importance to history ..•its
charm.••its beauty .•.its being on the National Register of
Historic Places •••.so

I am writing you to ask if you would help keep our very im-
portant historical downtown Nevada County Courthouse from being
demolished which may come about due to SB 1407 and the AOC.

We have only about 100,000 people in the whole County and only
some 3,000 population in Nevada City, therefore, we should be
looked at as we 'are, not in accordance with standard'swhich .apply
to large cities.

Surely it would be possible for creative architects lnd
builders to incorporate the present building with nearby
additional space while keeping the present appearance.

Nevada City's City Council in the late 1960's had the foresight
to preserve and protect tne City's history and architecture.
The Courthouse should not be lost to posterity. Its ,value-
will grow through the years.

,Thank you for anything you can do in consideration of this
request.

Jery truly you ,

/U~ ~~----7
Madel~lling
Retired Nevada County Librarian
Past President Nevada County
Historical Society

Present Director Nevada County
Railroad Museum

Att.



 



Friends of NCE 
c/o 310 Nevada St. 

Nevada City, CA  95959 
 

 
August 22, 2010 
 
Administrative Office of the Courts 
Court Facilities Working Group 
Via email: OCCMComments@jud.ca.gov 
 
Re:  Court Facilities Working Group Process and Criteria for Selecting SB 1407 
Projects to Move Forward  
Item Number:  OCCM12-01 
 
Re:  Nevada City Courthouse 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Our organization, Friends of NCE (Nevada City Elementary) represents the 
neighborhood surrounding Nevada City Elementary School which is located 
adjacent to the Nevada City Courthouse as well as numerous other interested 
area residents. 
 
While we support keeping the courts in downtown Nevada City, we firmly believe 
that the existing historic courthouse should be retained and renovated to the 
degree possible and that the existing footprint of the current historic courthouse 
and annex should be used for the new facility.  Any expansion should only be to 
the south across Church St. toward the office and commercial area rather than 
uphill to the north into our established historic neighborhood.  We are opposed to 
a court parking lot or facilities in the residential neighborhood. 
 
This position relates to the following Working Group Criteria: 
 
6.8.1.1 Reassessment.  Our proposal would fit with goals in this criteria such 

as reduced costs, reduced square footage, and undertaking 
renovations instead of new construction.  In the past, leaving 
downtown demolishing, or abandoning the historic structure have been 
part of the project description largely because additional square 
footage was perceived as necessary.  The existing site will definitely 
support a reduced scale, renovation alternative. 

 
15.  Outside the Box Thinking.  Our proposal represents an outside the box 

approach to preserving the historic courthouse, retaining the court use 
downtown due to its economic importance to the downtown, and 
preserving our historic neighborhood. 

 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 
Laurie Oberholtzer 
for Friends of NCE  
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