












 

 



36% of all Merced Superior Court criminal case filings, in the  
year 2011, were done in the Los Banos court location.  
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Current Conditions 
• The Los Banos Courthouse was constructed in 1980 and is county owned and  
 managed.  The court utilizes 5,376 square feet of the total 15,000 square 
 feet.  The court conducts felony, misdemeanor, traffic, drug court, 
 limited civil, and small claims calendars.  The facility is inadequate for  
 handling all of these case types. 
 
• Security – The building has no sally port.  Prisoners enter the building from a  

 wrought iron fence enclosure, which is in clear view from the street and  
 adjacent properties.  The entrance to the judges chambers is located  
 directly adjacent to the prisoners entrance. 
 

• Inadequate Court Holding Facilities – Up to 40 prisoners are brought into  
the courthouse each day.  The courthouse has no secure holding cells. 
The narrow corridor leading to the courtroom creates severe safety 
issues for deputies.   
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Judges Chamber’s Entrance 

Prisoner Entrance 

Narrow Corridor   
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Substandard Facilities 
• The courtroom in the facility contains 1,136 square feet.  Current standards 

 call for jury capable courtrooms in the range of 1,600 square feet to  
 2,400 square feet.  

• The Los Banos court is a high volume court, particularly for traffic,  
 misdemeanor, and felony arraignments, and therefore requires 
 courtrooms that meet current standards. 
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No Jury Assembly Room 
• Jury trials are held infrequently due to lack of assembly space.  When jury 

trials are conducted, the courtroom then becomes unavailable for other 
necessary proceedings.  

 
Overcrowded Public Areas 

• On average, 330 people enter the building on a daily basis.  The public 
enters and exits the building via a single  set of double doors, causing 
substantial congestion.   

 
• Security screening is located immediately adjacent to a small entry 

vestibule.  There is very limited space for queuing, especially since the 
public exits through the same space. 
 

• Inadequate space is available for public waiting outside the courtroom. 
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Overcrowded Clerical Work Areas 
• The facility lacks functionally appropriate attorneys/witness/client interview 

rooms. 
• 16 clerical staff members are located in an area of approximately 1,200 

square feet.  Due to lack of space, workstations are undersized for the type 
of work being conducted.  

• Due to lack of space, some active files are stored in the employee break 
room.  The jury deliberation room is also used for file storage.  

 
Accessibility 

• There is no handicapped audience seating in the courtroom.   
• Courtroom bench, witness stand, and clerk’s workstation are not ADA 

accessible.  
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Unsafe Conditions 
 

• Mold is just one of the many safety hazards in the current facility. 
 

• Some of the locks to the doors in the building are in poor condition and are 
very unreliable.   
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Other Building and Site Deficiencies 
 
• The building has a very poor seismic rating. 
• The site has very limited parking for staff and public use.  Ten spaces are allocated to  

 to the court, one of which is reserved for the judicial officer.  Additional parking 
 is located on the surrounding streets. 
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The following improvements will be made with the proposed new courthouse: 
 
• Replace existing one-courtroom courthouse that is currently unsafe, substandard,  
       overcrowded and functionally deficient. 
 
• Expand court services by increasing the capacity for criminal court proceedings from 
 one to two by providing space for one new judgeship. 
 
• Expand court services by adding a family law division to the Los Banos courthouse,  
 including child custody mediation and self-help services, which are not  
 currently provided due to lack of space. 
 
• Provide a jury assembly room to allow the court to operate jury trials for the  
 convenience of western Merced County jurors, victims, witnesses, law  
 enforcement officers, and members of the bar. 
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This door is to the Judge’s chambers that exits to the police department parking area.  
Defendants working off jail time are often washing cars in the parking area.  The 
chambers door does not have a key pad nor is it alarmed. 
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The entrance to the courthouse does not force the public to go through security. 
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Entrance to the courtroom is adjacent to the clerk’s office and courtroom entrance lacks a 
double entry (no sound absorption) and security cannot see who is entering the 
courtroom. 
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Interior walls are aged. 
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Counter is not ADA compliant and lacks sufficient space on the public side. 
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