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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!...We the People 

 

Context of the lesson within the unit:  

This lesson begins the unit on National Holidays & Heroes. 

Standards Addressed:  History Social Science  

1.3 Students know and understand the symbols, icons, and traditions of the United States that provide 
continuity and a sense of community across time. 

1.3.2 Understand the significance of our national holidays and the heroism and achievements of the people 
associated with them. 

1.3.3 Identify American symbols, landmarks, and essential documents, such as the flag, bald eagle, Statue of 
Liberty, U.S. Constitution, and Declaration of Independence, and know the people and events associated with 
them. 

Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 
Technical Subjects  

Reading Standards for Literature K–5 

Grade 1: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. With prompting and support, read prose and poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 

 

Objective(s):   

 

1. Students will understand the meaning and significance of Constitution Day and the essential documents 
and people associated with it.  
 

2. Students will be able to locate the original 13 colonies on a map and describe how the leaders played a 
significant role in developing The Constitution. 
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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!...We the People 

 

Essential Questions/Issues:  

1. Why was The Constitution written and what effect did it have on our country? 

 

2.  What role did the leaders of the 13 colonies have on developing The Constitution? 
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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!... We the People 

Assessment:  Students will be evaluated through informal checks for understanding, teacher 
observation, class participation, and performance on The Constitution Day Poem and the 13 Colonies 
Map and Flag. 

Quality Criteria 

 Advanced 
4 

Proficient 
3 

Basic 
2 

Below Basic 
1 

Constitution 
Day Poem 

Memorizes poem and 
presents it to the 
class (in a group) in a 
creative way 

 

Neatly written 

Memorizes poem 
and presents it to 
the class (in a group) 

 

Somewhat written 
neatly, but could be 
neater 

Memorizes poem 

 

Completed writing 
the poem 

Does not memorize 
poem 

 

Does not finish writing 
the poem 

13 Colonies 
Map & Flag 

Map and flag are 
depicted accurately 

 

Presentation  is neat  

 

 

Map and flag are 
depicted accurately 

 

Presentation  is not 
neat 

Map and flag are 
depicted 
somewhat 
accurately 

 

More effort could 
have been made 

Map and flag are 
depicted  inaccurately 

 

Little to no effort shown 

Class 
Participation 

Actively participates 

 

Avoids repetitive 
remarks 

 

Overcomes 
distractions 

Is generally attentive 
and focused 

 

Responds 
thoughtfully 

 

Somewhat distracted 

Responds only to 
ideas that are 
personally 
interesting 

Easily distracted 

Makes comments 
unrelated to the topic 

 

Not attentive  
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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!... We the People 

Activity Steps: 

Purpose Teacher Students 

Hook 

(20 Minutes) 

Teacher will have the Power Point 
presentation displayed on the screen 
as students enter the classroom. 

 

Teacher will pass out a “Constitution 
Day” patriotic lei to each student. 

 

Teacher asks students: 

 

1.  Why did we all dress in red, white, 
& blue today? 

 

2.  What are we celebrating? 

Students will sit on their carpet square 
and receive a patriotic lei. 

 

Students will actively participate in a class 
discussion about why we are all wearing 
red, white, and blue…..and what we are 
celebrating today. 

Through 

(60 Minutes) 

Teacher will show the Power Point 
presentation to the class and engage 
in a class discussion. 

 

Teacher will have students get out 
their Social Studies textbook and turn 
to the chapter that shows pictures of 
The Constitution, map of the 13 
colonies, flag of the 13 colonies, and 
the Philadelphia/Constitutional 
Convention. 

Students will sit at their desks and 
actively participate in the Power Point 
presentation class discussion. 

 

Students will get their Social Studies book 
out of their desk and look at the pictures. 
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Teacher will introduce the 
Constitution Day Poem and recite it 
and write it with the class. 

 

Teacher will divide the class into 5 
equal groups for their Constitution 
Day Poem presentations.  

 

 

Teacher will discuss and hand out the 
13 colonies map and flag to students. 

 

Students will recite The Constitution Day 
poem and write it. 

 

 

Students will work cooperatively in 
groups to prepare and present a creative 
presentation of The Constitution Day 
Poem. 

 

Students will refer to their Social Studies 
book to accurately depict the 13 colonies 
map and flag. 

Beyond 

(20 Minutes 

Teacher will wrap up the lesson by 
reiterating everything that was 
taught. 

What did you learn? 

What did you like best? 

Students will actively engage in 
discussing the lesson and reflect on the 
concepts taught.   

 

Special Needs of students are considered in this lesson:   

Since this lesson is taught so early in the 1st grade school year, the students have a short attention span 
so I have to incorporate many different teaching strategies to hold their attention.  The Power Point 
presentation is a visual tool which is beneficial to all students.  Using their Social Studies textbook is 
another visual tool that helps bring the content to life.  I have also incorporated hands-on activities and 
performing arts activities as a way of getting them excited and involved in the lesson, both socially, and, 
academically.   

Extension Ideas: 

Have the students create their own “Constitution” for our classroom or the school. 
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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!... We the People 

 

Materials and Resources Needed:  

Power Point presentation 

Constitution Day Poem 

13 Colonies Map 

13 Colonies Flag 

Social Studies textbook 

 

References:   

 

California Department of Education Content Standards for Social Studies 

http://www.vrml.k12.la.us/cc/constitution_day/con_main/print.htm 

 

Harcourt Social Studies textbook 

 

  

http://www.vrml.k12.la.us/cc/constitution_day/con_main/print.htm
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Constitution Day Poem 
By Teri Delich 

The Constitution is the law, 

The highest in the land. 
 

And everyone in the U.S.A. 

Is expected to obey. 
 

The president, the Congress, and the judges too, 

All have different jobs and know just what to do. 
 

They all work together for the rights we share— 

So we can be free and the rules be fair. 
 

Now— 

Put your hands together, 

Shout a hip-hip-hooray 

For the Framers of this law 

On Constitution Day!  
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Lesson Plan:  Constitution Day!... We the People 

 

Outline of Unit Plan: 

 

National Holidays & Heroes 

  

 

 


