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Lesson Plan:  The Constitution:  What it Says and What it Means 
 

 
Forming the United States Government 
Persuasive Writing Document 
You have just returned to your state following the Constitutional Convention of 1787.  You must 
now persuade your state representatives and citizens on whether or not they should vote in favor 
of ratification or not.  Write a persuasive essay in which you state whether you think your state 
should ratify the new constitution or not.  Give supporting details to back up your decision.  Don’t 
forget to address the concerns of the opposing view. 
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