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Lesson Plan: The Power of the Press

Activity Steps:
This lesson should be divided into 2-3 class periods per teacher discretion and student
need.
Purpose Teacher Students
Hook Engage It all depends on your pt. of Listen, observe, take notes, ask
students view...personal story (hook) guestions
Segue into...review of Chicago
5 minutes background in 1880, social class
struggles, economics, rise of
unions, immigration issues.
Into View film and PowerPoint, ask
15 minutes Show Imovie of Haymarket Case clarifying questions as needed.
Add to discussion.
Through Powerpoint “What went wrong?”
10 minutes Review major points of case Each person should choose a
problems... defendant they want to portray from
Research/ Jury Selection the perspective of anti-labor or pro-
Draw cartoons Public opinion fueled by media labor paper. Table groups review
In teams Chain of command influenced press kits and rubrics as needed.
15 minutes Review rubric/grasp and one
Political cartoon pointing out 5 Design and create cartoons as
features. individuals or partners (student
choice).
Pass out press kits and cartooning
supplies for research/application
time at table groups.
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Beyond Segue into how this case showed | Write a reflection of new

- CALIFORNIA ON MY HONOR

Curricula for K-12 Civics Education

25 minutes media influencing the courts. understandings.
Could this happen today? Look at
Cheney cartoon...discuss as table
groups.

Hand out reflections...”Do you
think the media influences court
10 minutes cases too much today? What is
your opinion? Explain your
thinking...”

Discuss as whole group...

Close: depends on pt. of view

Next Lesson Presentations of cartoons for Jury | Students present their designs and
of Peers why the choices were made to show
pt. of view persuasively in art.

Special Needs of students are considered in this lesson:

Students are put into flexible grouping scenarios that will benefit learning for all types of
learners and special needs. Hands-on learning with plenty of visuals, opportunities for
movement, verbal, written, and nonverbal expression, and multiple learning modalities
are available within the context of this lesson. The opportunity for student choice
creates an embedded differentiation opportunity as well as student ownership of
learning.

Extension Ideas:
Students can recreate court case reading transcripts from the www.law.umkc.edu

website address.

Students can debate current political cartoon content

Students find current local articles about cases that have a possible impact on our rights
as citizens.
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