CALIFORNIA ON MY HONOR

Curricula for K-12 Civics Education

Lesson Plan: The Trial of Abraham Lincoln

Lesson Activity Steps: This lesson should be divided into 2 class periods per teacher
discretion and student need.

Purpose Teacher Students
Hook Engage “Can you think of an instance where you Attend to a formal
students might have to break the law to do introduction.
something right?”
5 minutes
Explain to students the concept of
impeachment. Ask the students what Take notes as needed
would have happened if Abraham Lincoln
had not been assassinated? Explain that
they will be performing an impeachment
trial of Abraham Lincoln based on witness
testimony that they will give from their
research papers and their ability to create
effective characters.
Into Review the Presidential emergency powers | Take notes as needed.
as provided for in the articles of the
Review Constitution
research
material for Choose prosecution and defense attorneys | Students review their
trial. and pass out student research papers. characters from the research
papers.
15 minutes Attorneys choose their
Hand out Statement of Charges and How to | witnesses and prepare for trial.
Reach a Verdict to the jurors.
Jurors review the handouts and
Observe and contribute as needed to group | prepare for trial.
progress. (assessment)
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Through Act as the “judge” during the trial. Attorneys present the trial,
calling witnesses and
20 minutes Facilitate student needs. guestioning them regarding the
actions of President Lincoln
Facilitate witnesses and substance of the during the Civil War.
trial.

Jury renders a verdict.

10 minutes Have all students reflect on learning.
Reflect on learning by
completing the Student
Reflection.
Beyond Next steps include: Next steps include:
Lessons discussing the evolution of the Identification of the process
Presidential emergency powers. and emergence of the

emergency powers from
Lincoln to Kennedy.

Special Needs of students are considered in this lesson: Students are put into flexible grouping
scenarios that will benefit learning for all types of learners and special needs. Hands-on learning
with plenty of opportunities for movement, verbal, written, and nonverbal expression, and
multiple learning modalities are available within the context of this lesson.

Extension Ideas:
This lesson may be repeated with different witnesses to determine different outcomes. Students

may research the process and development of the emergency powers as they are brought in to
play by various presidents.
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