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PETITION DISMISSED 

DISMISS WITH INFORMAL 
SUPERVISION 

LEGAL 
GUARDIANSHIP 
ESTABLISHED 

SOCIAL SERVICES RESPONDS TO REFERRAL (OR REMOVAL) BY PEACE OFFICER OR 
PROBATION OFFICER 

CHILD IN PROTECTIVE 
CUSTODY 

CHILD NOT IN 
CUSTODY 

DEPENDENCY PETITION FILED 
UNDER W&I §300 

 

JURISDICTIONAL HEARING 

DETENTION/ INITIAL HEARING 
(if child is in custody, occurs within 24 

hours of filing of petition) 

DISPOSITION HEARING 

FOR CHILDREN NOT IN 
PROTECTIVE 

CUSTODY, THE 
JURISDICTIONAL 
HEARING MUST 

OCCUR WITHIN 30 
CALENDAR DAYS 

CHILD IS NOT 
REMOVED FROM 

THE HOME 

PLACED ON FAMILY 
MAINTENANCE 

REVIEW HEARINGS 
366.21 (e), (f), 366.22, 366.25 

PERMANENCY PLANNING/  
W&I 366.26 HEARINGS 

DEPENDENCY STATUS 
DISMISSED 

PLANNED PERMANENT LIVING 
ARRANGEMENT 

(EVERY 6 MONTHS) 

PARENTS’ RIGHTS TERMINATED  

BYPASS 
REUNIFICATION 

SERVICES  
W&I § 361.5 (B) 

 
SEVERE CASES, 

SEE WIC 361.5 (B) 
 

DEPENDENCY NOT 
ESTABLISHED 

LEGAL 
GUARDIANSHIP 

 

Juvenile Dependency Flow Chart 

DEPENDENCY 
ESTABLISHED 

DISMISS 

DISMISS WITH 
INFORMAL 

SUPERVISION 

CHILD REMAINS 
OR IS PLACED IN 

CUSTODY 

FAMILY 
REUNIFICATION 

YOUTH OVER 18  

BECOMES NON MINOR 
DEPENDENT 

OPTS OUT OF  
NON MINOR STATUS 

NON MINOR REVIEW HEARING 
EVERY 6 MONTHS 

EXITS TO GENERAL 
JURISDICTION 

YOUTH MAY REENTER FOSTER 
CARE UP TO AGE 20 AS NON MINOR 

CA RULE OF COURT 5.906 

DISMISS WITH INFORMAL 
SUPERVISION 

ADOPTION FINALIZED 
 




