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Public Hearing to Focus on Role  
of the Courts in Foster Care 

Foster Youth, Families, Judges and Others to Come to 
the Capitol to Share Firsthand Experiences and 

Recommend Reforms 

Nearly 80,000 children are in foster care in California, each of whom 
comes before a dependency court judge who has oversight for their safety 
and well-being. Decisions made in the court room have profound and 
lasting effects on foster youth and their families, including where children 
and youth will live.  
 
Scores of foster youth, parents, caregivers and court officials will be on 
hand to tell their court stories at a special public hearing of the California 
Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care. Also expected to 
participate are members of the legislature who are responsible for setting 
policies and providing resources that support vulnerable children and 
families. Hearing testimony will inform discussion at the commission’s 
meeting the next day, as well as the commission’s recommendations 
which are due in less than a year. The commission was appointed in 2006 
by the Chief Justice to identify ways in which courts and their partners 
can improve child welfare and fairness outcomes. 
 
WHAT:  Public Hearing 
  California Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster 
  Care  
 
WHO: -Foster youth, parents, caregivers and courts officials to 
  offer testimony from their direct experiences in the court 
  room 
  - Members of the Blue Ribbon Commission, Supreme Court 
  Justice Carlos R. Moreno, Chair 
  - Legislators, including Majority Leader Karen Bass and 
  Assembly Member Bill Maze 
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WHEN:  Thursday, March 22, 2007 
  1:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
 
WHERE:  State Capitol, Room 4202 
  Sacramento, California 
 
CONTACT: Renee Wessels at (916) 565.3882 
  Joni Pitcl at (916) 705.4224 
 
Advance interviews can be arranged with those who will be testifying. 
 
*********************************************************************************** 
NOTE:  The quarterly meeting of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care will be held the 
next day and will include a roundtable discussion on issues of justice and fairness for foster children and 
their families.  The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the regional office of the Administrative Office of the 
Courts, 2880 Gateway Oaks Drive, Suite 300, Sacramento, California. 
*********************************************************************************** 
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation.  Under 
the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for 
ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice.  The Administrative Office of 
the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court 
administration. 
 


