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Supreme Court Assigns Temporary 
Justices in State Building Sale Case 

 
San Francisco—Yesterday, the justices of the California Supreme Court 
unanimously recused themselves in a matter involving the sale of 
California state buildings, Schwarzenegger v. California Court of Appeal, 
Sixth Appellate District, S189114.  This morning, the California Supreme 
Court issued an order assigning seven Court of Appeal justices to serve as 
“pro tempore” (temporary) justices to the Supreme Court in that same 
case. 
 
The assigned Court of Appeal justices are: Justice Richard Aronson 
(Fourth Appellate District, Division Three, Santa Ana); Justice William 
Bedsworth (Fourth Appellate District, Division Three, Santa Ana); 
Justice Patricia Benke (Fourth Appellate District, Division One, San 
Diego); Justice M. Kathleen Butz (Third Appellate District, Sacramento); 
Justice Dennis Cornell (Fifth Appellate District, Fresno); Justice Betty 
Dawson (Fifth Appellate District, Fresno); and Justice Richard Fybel 
(Fourth Appellate District, Division Three, Santa Ana.)    
 
Justice Patricia Benke was assigned as Acting Chief Justice of the 
California Supreme Court in this matter. 
 
The justices were assigned according to procedures set out in the 
Supreme Court’s published “Internal Operating Practices and 
Procedures.”  
 
The order, signed by Acting Chief Justice Marvin R. Baxter, assigns the 
Court of Appeal justices to the case starting today, December 22, 2010, 
until they have completed and disposed of all related causes and matters 
submitted to them, and all petitions for rehearing arising out of such 
causes and matters.  The immediate matter before the court is a writ of 
mandate and request for an emergency stay filed by the Governor’s 
Office on Tuesday, December 21, 2010. 
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