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Record Number of Courthouses 
To Transfer to State Governance  

 
Public Access and Safety to Improve As  

112 Court Facility Transfers Are Approved; 
Judicial Council Goal Is Surpassed 

 
San Francisco—One hundred and twelve of California’s 451 courthouses 
have transferred from county to state governance or have been approved 
to transfer as of today—surpassing a goal set earlier this year by the 
Judicial Council and marking critical progress toward improving access 
to justice and safety for the public.   
 
“Today, the California courts have reached a milestone in implementing 
the Trial Court Facilities Act, one of the most important court reforms in 
state history,” declared Chief Justice Ronald M. George, Chair of the 
Judicial Council.  “As the state assumes oversight of an increasing 
number of courthouses, we are making great strides toward the goal of 
ensuring that Californians will have greater access to safe, secure, and 
adequate court facilities.”    
 
“Legislation adopted last year has made significant progress in 
accelerating court transfers to the state,” the Chief Justice continued.  
“The Administrative Office of the Courts and counties now have greater 
flexibility to resolve seismic issues.  Once the buildings are transferred, 
we will complete the necessary steps to address deficient security, access, 
and life safety systems in our courthouses for the benefit of the public.”   
 
The Trial Court Facilities Act of 2002 implements the key 
recommendation of the statewide Task Force on Court Facilities – that 
the state assume full responsibility for the ownership and maintenance of 
court facilities, many of which are in disrepair.  A measure now pending 
in the Legislature, Senate Bill 145 (Corbett), will extend the deadline for 
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the transfer of court facilities through December 31, 2008. 
 
The record number of transfers was reached yesterday when more than 30 transfer 
agreements were approved by local Boards of Supervisors in Alameda, Butte, Contra Costa, 
Merced, San Benito, Santa Barbara, and Solano counties. The transfer of 112 court facilities 
surpasses the goal of 100 that Chief Justice George announced earlier this year in his annual 
State of the Judiciary Address to the Legislature. 
 
“This is a great achievement that can be attributed to a unique partnership among 
California’s counties, courts, and state,” noted William C. Vickrey, Administrative Director 
of the Courts. “All three entities have worked together tirelessly to complete these transfer 
agreements over the past year. The public is the beneficiary of this diligent effort to provide 
safe and secure court facilities for all Californians.  We look forward to the continuation of 
our strong partnership as we complete the court facilities transfer process.”  
 
Mr. Vickrey noted that the Administrative Office of the Courts’ Office of Court 
Construction and Management is actively negotiating with all counties on the transfer of 
additional court facilities throughout the state.  For more information on the implementation 
of the Trial Court Facilities Act, see the California Courts Web site: 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/occm/.  
 
As of today, these nine counties have either transferred or completed transfer agreements for 
all court facilities located in them: Calaveras, Humboldt, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, 
Plumas, San Benito, Solano, and Yolo.  
 
A list of approved court transfers is available on the California Courts Web site at this link:  
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/occm/documents/Transfers_To_Date.pdf.  
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in 
the nation. Under the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California 
Constitution, the council is responsible for ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and 
accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of the Courts carries out the official 
actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court administration. 
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