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Administrative Office of the Courts Awarded $1 Million  
to Develop an Electronic Citation Tracking System 

eCitation Pilot Program to Enhance Traffic Safety  

San Francisco—The Administrative Office of the Courts today announced that its Information 
Services Division has received a grant of $1 million from the California Office of Traffic Safety 
through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The three-year grant, 2008 to 2011, 
funds the Traffic eCitation eFiling pilot program. The grant will be used to develop an electronic 
traffic citation tracking system that will allow the California Highway Patrol (CHP) to automatically 
submit electronic traffic citations to three California Superior Courts in Orange, San Bernardino, 
and San Diego counties.  

Nearly 500,000 traffic citations are processed each year in Orange County. Current processing 
requires manual data entry of each citation into the court’s computer system. “The eCitation grant 
will allow us to change the citation process by electronically transferring citation data directly to the 
court,” said Alan Carlson, Chief Executive Officer of the Superior Court of Orange County. “This 
paperless flow reduces the time and labor associated with manual data entry, increases accuracy, 
and saves the Court money in the processing of these citations.” 

The grant brings together the efforts of the CHP and local courts to increase the accuracy and 
timeliness of reporting traffic violations, convictions requiring driver’s license restrictions, 
suspensions, and revocations as well as impoundment and confiscation of vehicles owned by 
dangerous drivers. The citation tracking system will ensure the integrity of the citation process by 
electronically recording citation data; analyze the effectiveness of enforcement of the state’s traffic 
laws; and facilitate the rollout of eCitation equipment and interfaces to all 58 local CHP offices.  

“This pilot program is a meaningful way to collaborate and create a standardized interface between 
the CHP and the superior courts that will result in significant efficiencies in managing traffic 
citations,” said Mark Dusman, Director of the Administrative Office of the Courts’ Information 
Services Division. “The project will also expedite the adjudication of traffic violations and reporting 
of sentencing to the California Department of Motor Vehicles.” 

# # # 

The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation. Under the 
leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for 
ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of 
the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court 
administration. 


