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Taking the Courts to the Street: 
First Homeless Court Summit Planned 

 
Statewide Educational Forum Set for Oct. 26th in Alameda 

 
San Francisco—California’s first Homeless Court Summit will be held 
on Thursday, October 26, 2006, at the County of Alameda Training and 
Conference Center, 125 12th Street, Suite 400, in Oakland.  
 
More than 100 judges, court officials, justice system partners, and service 
providers from across the state will convene to discuss the successes and 
challenges faced by homeless courts and the need for continued 
development of homeless court programs.  
 
Homeless courts are special court sessions held in a local shelter or other 
community site where homeless citizens can resolve outstanding 
misdemeanor criminal warrants.  
 
“The community benefits when the court, homeless agencies, and 
homeless participants build a stronger criminal justice system and work 
together to resolve a full range of misdemeanor cases,” said Steve Binder, 
of the San Diego County Public Defender’s Office. Mr. Binder has 
helped establish homeless courts in California and other states.  
 
“Homeless participants feel a tremendous weight lifted from their 
shoulders after attending a homeless court program session, allowing 
them to focus on the rest of their lives and move into more intense 
programs geared towards gainful employment, housing, public assistance, 
or a number of treatment programs,” said Mr. Binder. 
 
The keynote speaker at the summit will be Mr. John R. MacKanin, 
homeless court participant and advocate, who will share his personal 
story of homelessness and experiences with the criminal justice system.  
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Judge Gordon Baranco, of the Superior Court of Alameda County, will open the summit. 
Session and workshop topics include types of cases heard, alternative sentencing and credit 
for time served, disposition agreements, and how to start a homeless court program. 
 
The Homeless Court Summit is sponsored by the Administrative Office of the Courts’ 
Center for Families, Children & the Courts and the American Bar Association Commission 
on Homelessness and Poverty and Judicial Division. It is being hosted by the Superior Court 
of Alameda County.  
 
There are 16 homeless courts in these California cities and counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, Fresno, Humboldt, Kern, Los Angeles, Orange, Sacramento, San Bernardino, San 
Diego, San Joaquin, Santa Clara, Santa Maria, Sonoma, Ventura, and Vista.  
 
For more information, visit http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/collab/homeless.htm.  
 
News media interested in attending the Homeless Court Summit should contact Daisy Yee, 
Media Assistant, at 415-865-8929.  
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in 
the nation. Under the leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California 
Constitution, the council is responsible for ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and 
accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of the Courts carries out the official 
actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court administration.  
 

http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/collab/homeless.htm

