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Judicial Branch Recognizes Mediation Week 
Local Events Scheduled for March 14-20 

San Francisco—Since 1993, many California government officials and agencies have 
recognized the third week of March as Mediation Week. The Judicial Council of California 
has adopted a standing resolution recognizing the third week of every March as Mediation 
Week. 
 
“Mediation Week is an opportune occasion to educate the public about the availability and 
benefits of mediation programs, and to recognize the people who make those programs 
successful,” stated Chief Justice Ronald M. George, chair of the Judicial Council, last year 
in recognizing the event. 
 
Mediation is a process in which a neutral third person facilitates communication between 
parties to a dispute to help them reach a voluntary and mutually acceptable resolution. 
California courts operate and collaborate with mediation programs that help litigants resolve 
many types of disputes, including civil, small claims, family law, juvenile, and criminal 
cases.  
 
To coincide with Mediation Week, two new videos to help self-represented litigants resolve 
small claims and unlawful detainer (eviction) cases are being released on the California 
Courts Web site at www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/adr/. The videos, which can be viewed 
in English, Spanish, and Russian, provide an overview of the legal procedures in these types 
of cases; explain potential benefits of resolving them through court-connected mediation 
programs; and identify resources where further information and assistance can be obtained. 
 
The videos were developed by a collaboration of staff from the Superior Courts of 
Sacramento, Monterey, Solano and Stanislaus Counties and the Administrative Office of the 
Courts.  
 
Drew Pokorney, Court Operations Manager for the Sacramento court, has just received a 
Judicial Branch Staff Recognition Award for his leadership of this collaborative project. 
Stephanie Bohrer, a court management analyst and public information officer for the  
Superior Court of San Joaquin County, also has just received a Judicial Branch Staff 
Recognition Award for leading another statewide mediation initiative. Bohrer led a multi-
court collaboration to develop a “universal” post-mediation survey that courts can use to 
assess participants’ satisfaction with court-connected mediations.  
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The survey is now available for use by all California superior courts and the Superior Court 
of San Joaquin County will scan survey forms and return compiled data to other courts that 
use the survey. The use of a common survey by multiple courts will make it possible to 
aggregate and compare data about different mediation programs and models. 
 
Superior Courts throughout California are planning a variety of Mediation Week activities, 
including:  
 

Date and 
Time 

Event Sponsors, Description and 
Location 

Contact for Further Information 

March 12, 
2010 
12:00 – 
1:15pm 

Superior Court of California, County of 
Riverside in conjunction with the 
Riverside County Bar Association  
 
Court-Connected Mediation: Perspectives 
from the Court 
The following court representatives will 
speak at a general membership meeting of 
the Riverside County Bar Association:  
• The Honorable Gloria Connor Trask 
• Michael J. Cappelli, General Counsel  
• Barrie J. Roberts, ADR Director 

Ms. Barrie J. Roberts 
barrie.roberts@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
951-955-5391 

March 16, 
2010 
9:00am–
1:00pm 

Superior Court of California, County of 
San Diego 
 
Mediation Week informational tables will 
be set up and court and community 
mediation program staff will be present to 
discuss mediation.  
 
Outside the Jury Lounge 
North County Regional Center  
325 South Melrose, Vista, CA 

Ms. Milica Novakovic 
Milica.Novakovic@SDCourt.CA.Gov  
619-450-5269 
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Date and 
Time 

Event Sponsors, Description and 
Location 

Contact for Further Information 

March 17, 
2010 
8:30am–
5:30pm  

Superior Court of California, County of 
Kern  
in conjunction with the Kern County 
Bar Association and the American 
Institute of Mediation 
  
Maximize your Mediations. Attorneys, 
insurance adjusters, and the business 
community will meet with mediators for a 
dynamic and informative program on 
mediation advocacy and participation 
secrets. 
 
Kern County Superintendent of Schools 
Bldg.  
1300 17th St., Conference Room B (First 
Floor)  
Bakersfield, CA  

Ms. Kelly A. Lazerson 

661-868-4940 
Kelly.Lazerson@kern.courts.ca.gov 

March 18, 
2010 
9:00am–
1:00pm 

Superior Court of California, County of 
San Diego 
 
Mediation Week informational tables will 
be set up and court and community 
mediation program staff will be present to 
discuss mediation.  
 
Outside the Jury Lounge  
Hall of Justice  
330 W. Broadway  
San Diego, CA  

Ms. Milica Novakovic 
Milica.Novakovic@SDCourt.CA.Gov  
619-450-5269 

March 18, 
2010 
5:00 p.m.  
 

Superior Court of California, County of 
Riverside 
 
The court will conduct an ADR 
Recognition Ceremony, honoring 
mediators, settlement attorneys, and 
arbitrators. 
 
Historic Courthouse, Dept. 1  
4050 Main St  
Riverside CA 92501 

Ms. Barrie J. Roberts 
barrie.roberts@riverside.courts.ca.gov 
951-955-5391 
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Date and 
Time 

Event Sponsors, Description and 
Location 

Contact for Further Information 

March 19, 
2010 
2:30 – 
4:30pm 

Superior Court of California, County of 
San Mateo 
 
The Court is hosting a Mediation 
Week Ice Cream Social to recognize Panel 
members and Volunteers. Judges will 
scoop ice cream and thank neutrals. By 
invitation only. 
 
Hall of Justice and Records 
Redwood City, CA 94063 

Ms. Sheila Purcell 
spurcell@sanmateocourt.org 
650-363-4148 
 

March 15–19, 
2010 

Superior Court of California, County of 
Stanislaus  
 
• A mediation banner will be placed in 

the lobby area recognizing Mediation 
Week. Court staff will pass 
out information on mediation and 
water bottles and pens with labels 
promoting mediation.  

• Mediators will be sent a statistical 
report on mediation and a positive 
comment from the Presiding Judge 
recognizing their hard work and 
dedication.  

• A mini brunch will be provided for the 
family law and small claims mediators.  

Ms. Linda Romero-Soles 
linda.romero-soles@stanct.org  
209-530-3290  
 
Ms. Sashmir Singh 
Sashmir.Singh@stanct.org  
209-525-4013 

March 15–19, 
2010 

Superior Court of California, County of 
Sonoma  
 
The court received a Resolution of the 
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors 
recognizing Mediation Week and 
commending the efforts of organizations 
and individuals who make mediation and 
mediation programs available to the 
citizens of Sonoma County. A framed and 
mounted copy of this Resolution will be 
displayed in each of the two courthouses 
housing the civil trial departments, where 
banners proclaiming Mediation Week will 
be hung. 

Mr. Scott O’Brien 
sobrien@sonomacourt.org  
707-521-6511 

 
# # # 
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The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation. Under the 
leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for 
ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of 
the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court 
administration. 


