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San Bernardino Courthouse Begins Construction 
 

SAN BERNARDINO—Construction is officially under way on the long-awaited new courthouse in 
downtown San Bernardino for the Superior Court of San Bernardino County, the Administrative 
Office of the Courts announced today. Site work began on the seven-acre property donated by the 
City of San Bernardino at Third Street and Arrow Avenue, across from the old historic courthouse. 
When completed in spring 2014, the new courthouse will be the largest civic building constructed in 
downtown San Bernardino in half a century.  

“This new courthouse is a perfect symbol of the cooperative spirit with which all levels of 
government have come together in these difficult times to meet the needs of our citizens here in San 
Bernardino County,” said Douglas Elwell, Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of San Bernardino 
County.  “Through the joint efforts of the City of San Bernardino, the County of San Bernardino, 
and the Judicial Council of the State of California, acting through the Administrative Office of the 
Courts and the Superior Court of San Bernardino County, our citizens will be the beneficiaries for 
decades to come of more efficient and economical access to justice under the law.” 

“The new downtown justice center is critical to San Bernardino for numerous reasons,” said San 
Bernardino Mayor Patrick Morris. “It will create hundreds of new construction and permanent jobs, 
it will establish downtown as a center for law and justice, and it will contribute greatly to the 
emerging Renaissance in downtown that includes our new theaters, transit center, restaurants, and 
office buildings.”  

In development since 2007, the landmark 11-story building will house 36 courtrooms and provide 
improved public access and security, increased efficiency of court operations, and significant relief 
for the court’s current space shortfall by replacing seven facilities and consolidating operations into 
a secure, seismically safe, modern court building. Sustainability features will save energy and make 
the building more efficient to operate in the long term.  

Construction had to wait until the State Treasurer’s Office completed a fall lease-revenue bond sale 
on November 9, with $304.7 million in proceeds allocated for construction of this project. The 
bonds were sold at interest rates lower than originally estimated, saving the state money that will 
benefit the courthouse construction fund in the future. The bonds will be repaid from court fees and 
penalties with no impact on the state’s General Fund.  

The courthouse project, which also received financial support from San Bernardino County, is 
expected to generate thousands of jobs among the subcontracting firms working on the project over 
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the next two years with construction manager Rudolph and Sletten. In dollar terms, 95 percent of 
the construction work will go to California firms, and almost all will remain in Southern California. 

Fast-track scheduling by the construction partners enabled work to begin almost immediately after 
the financing was completed.  The construction-manager-at-risk delivery method ensures the project 
adheres to its budget, with Rudolph and Sletten guaranteeing to deliver the project at a fixed price.   

More information about the new San Bernardino courthouse project is on the California Courts 
website at www.courts.ca.gov/facilities-sanbernardino.htm 

# # # 

The Judicial Council is the policymaking body of the California courts, the largest court system in the nation. Under the 
leadership of the Chief Justice and in accordance with the California Constitution, the council is responsible for 
ensuring the consistent, independent, impartial, and accessible administration of justice. The Administrative Office of 
the Courts carries out the official actions of the council and promotes leadership and excellence in court 
administration. 
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