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Constitution Day brings history to life  
By SAMANTHA SCHAEFER  

Sarah Murray, 17, a senior at Rosary 
High, asks a question to better understand the defense on a particular case in a mock Supreme 
Court hearing on Friday at Saddleback College.  
PHOTOS: ANA P. GUTIERREZ, FOR THE REGISTER  
http://www.ocregister.com/news/county-317540-students-constitution.html 
MISSION VIEJO Sarah Murray, 17, donned long, black judge’s robes for the first time Friday, 
joining a panel of six state judges to hear the case of Clarence Earl Gideon, whose 1963 
landmark trial guaranteed a defendant’s constitutional right to counsel in criminal cases.  
In the mock Supreme Court hearing, Murray and fellow jurists quizzed prosecutors and defense 
attorneys as a way to teach nearly 500 Orange County high school students during Constitution 
Day activities held at Saddleback College.  
“I love the law. Putting on that robe was a dream come true,” said Murray, a Rosary High School 
senior who wants to be a defense lawyer.  
The mock trial was just one of several activities held by the county’s Constitutional Rights 
Foundation during its fifth annual Constitution Day conference at the Mission Viejo college. A 
2004 law requires schools that receive federal funding to educate students on the nation’s 
founding document.  
This year’s theme was defense of unpopular cases. The program included the Gideon hearing, a 
speech by the nation’s second president, John Adams, and interactive workshops to teach 
students how the Constitution is part of their lives, said Alan Crivaro, chairman of the 
foundation’s Constitution Day Committee. Other programs included a session on bullying, 
California’s first female defense attorney and an essay writing workshop.  
The judges panel included five Orange County Superior Court judges and Associate Justice 
Kathleen O’Leary of California’s fourth appellate district.  
O’Leary said the event helped to bring the Constitution to life.  
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“It breathes life into all those dry concepts they learn in the classroom,” she said.  
That’s important, said Ed Leonard, president of the Orange County Chapter of the American 
Board of Trial Advocates.  
“We have to get these kids to love the Constitution. They’re one year away from being jurors; 
they’re one year away from being voters. It’s not just a document you learn in school,” Leonard 
said.  
Sandra Robbie, a Chapman University staff member, spoke about the 1947 Mendez v. 
Westminster case, in which it was ruled that segregation of five families into “Mexican schools” 
in Orange County was unconstitutional. The case was cited by the Supreme Court in its 1954 
desegregation decision, Brown v. Board of Education.  
Robbie, who won an Emmy for a documentary on the Mendez case, said she wanted students to 
know that change can happen anywhere and that Orange County families helped move the nation 
away from segregation.  
Noemi Ruiz, a junior at Century High School, said segregation still seems to be an issue in 
Orange County, but appears to be largely socioeconomic  
She said she enjoyed seeing students from across the county come together, but wished there was 
more time for discussion so the students could exchange ideas.  
Jake Cleaveland, a senior at Pacifica High School, said he enjoyed seeing how the Supreme 
Court worked during the mock trial because he hears a lot about the courts, but not often about a 
trial’s discourse or how things actually run.  
“It’s incredible that we have a system that protects our rights,” Murray said. “But there are still a 
lot of problems, and that’s why I want to get involved.”  
 

Peter Small, a historical 
impressionist dressed as President John Adams, speaks to Orange County high school students 
during the annual Constitution Day Conference at Saddleback College in Mission Viejo on 
Friday morning.  
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What are kids learning on Constitution Day? 
By SCOTT MARTINDALE  
Hundreds of thousands of students all across Orange County are learning about the relevance and 
role of the U.S. Constitution this week – or at least that’s what supporters hope will happen. 
On Friday, all U.S. schools that receive federal funding are required by law to “hold an 
educational program pertaining to the United States Constitution” to commemorate Constitution 
Day, an annual event marking the anniversary of the document’s signing. 
With little accountability or centralization, though, some students don’t appear to be getting that 
education. 
“My daughter didn’t get anything last year,” said parent Dave Morzella of Huntington Beach, a 
Constitution Day advocate who has a sophomore at Huntington Beach High School. "I think the 
majority of teachers will attempt to do a good job based on what material they access. But it’s 
hard to do a good job teaching the spirit of the Constitution if the teacher doesn’t know it 
themselves.” 
Morzella, who organized a 12-week seminar class on the Constitution in Huntington Beach over 
the summer, says he and other parents have been reaching out to local school districts to make 
sure they’ve got lesson plans in the works. 
“For those that we got through to, they were all aware it exists and are doing something in some 
form or another,” said Morzella, an auto equipment sales manager. 
All public schools have been required to teach the Constitution since 2004, when Congress 
passed the law. (Constitution Day is officially Sept. 17, but since it falls on a Saturday this year, 
it is being observed Friday.) 
On Friday, about 500 high school students in Orange County will be part of perhaps the biggest, 
most comprehensive Constitution Day lesson in the county. 
The students – from eight public and private high schools – are gathering at Saddleback College 
in Mission Viejo to discuss and debate constitutional issues at a series of seminars. 
The students, mostly juniors and seniors enrolled in government and civics classes, also will 
watch a live reenactment of a U.S. Supreme Court hearing – Gideon v. Wainwright, which raised 
key constitutional issues. 
The Supreme Court panel will include three students from Rosary High School in Fullerton – 
Sarah Murray, Katherine Loughran and Morgan Sielski – who will serve alongside six judges 
from state and federal courts. 
Gideon v. Wainwright is a landmark 1963 Supreme Court case about whether criminal 
defendants in non-federal cases are entitled to the protections of the Sixth Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution. The Sixth Amendment guarantees a defendant the right to legal counsel, 
regardless of ability to pay. 
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“The students will be actually meeting people who work with the Constitution,” said Wendy 
Townsend, program director for the Constitutional Rights Foundation of Orange County, which 
is hosting the event. “It’s really different than being in a regular classroom.” 
All high schools in Orange County were invited to attend, Townsend said. The following sent an 
RSVP: Loara High in Anaheim, Rosary High, Pacifica High and Rancho Alamitos High in 
Garden Grove, La Habra High, New Vista in Laguna Hills, and Century High and Saddleback 
High in Santa Ana. 
Contact the writer: 949-454-7394 or smartindale@ocregister.com 
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