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1 INTRODUCTION

In accordance with § 15088 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, the Judicial
Council of California—Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC), as the lead agency, has reviewed the comments
received on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) for the New Sacramento Criminal Courthouse
Project and has prepared this Final EIR, which includes written responses to the comments received.

On April 8, 2011, the AOC as the lead agency released for public review the Draft EIR for the New Sacramento
Criminal Courthouse Project. The Draft EIR was submitted to the State Clearinghouse for review by state
agencies. The Draft EIR public review period and State Clearinghouse review period ended on May 24, 2010. As
required by CEQA Guidelines § 15088(b), the AOC provided each public agency that submitted written
comments on the Draft EIR with proposed written responses to that public agency’s comments at least 10 days
prior to certifying the Final EIR.

Chapter 2 of the Final EIR consists of the written comments received on the Draft EIR, and presents responses to
environmental issues raised in the comments (as required by the State CEQA Guidelines § 15132). The focus of
the responses to comments is on the disposition of significant environmental issues that are raised in the
comments, as specified by Section 15088(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines. Detailed responses are not provided
to comments on the merits of the proposed project that do not raise significant environmental issues. However,
when a comment is not directed to significant environmental issues, the response indicates that the comment
has been noted and that no further response is necessary.

Each comment letter has been reproduced and is followed by the responses to the comments in order of
occurrence. For example, the response to the second comment of the second letter would be indicated as
Response to Comment 2-2. In some instances, responses to comments may warrant clarifications of the text of
the Draft EIR. In those cases, the text of the Draft EIR is revised and the changes compiled in Chapter 3,
Clarifications and Revisions to the Draft EIR. The text deletions are shown in strikeout (strikeeut) and additions
are shown in double underline (double underline).

This document and the Draft EIR together constitute the Final EIR, which will be considered by the AOC prior to a
decision on whether to approve the proposed project. Before deciding whether to approve the proposed
project, the AOC, as required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15090, will certify that the Final EIR was completed in
compliance with CEQA's requirements, was reviewed and considered by the AOC’s decision-makers, and reflects
the AOC’s independent judgment and analysis. The AOC will also adopt findings of fact on the disposition of each
significant environmental impact, as required by CEQA Guidelines §15091(a); a statement of overriding
considerations for any significant unavoidable impacts, as required by CEQA Guidelines § 15093; and a
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, as required by CEQA Guidelines §15091(d).
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2 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES TO ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

This section of the Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR) contains comment letters received during the
public review period for the Draft EIR, which concluded on May 24, 2011. This section also addresses comments
received during the public hearing for the Draft EIR (held on May 4, 2011) to receive comments on the Draft EIR.
In conformance with State CEQA Guidelines §15088(a), written responses to comments on environmental issues
received from reviewers of the Draft EIR were prepared.

2.1 LiST OF COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE DRAFT EIR

Comments received on the Draft EIR include the following:

4 An email from Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) dated May 18,
2011 indicating that they have no comments on the Draft EIR.

4 Aletter from Sacramento Regional Transit District (RT) dated May 24, 2011.

2.2 COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT EIR AND RESPONSES

One oral comment was received during the public hearing for the Draft EIR held on May 4, 2011. The
commenter, Mr. Mike Barnbaum, CC Rider, Proponent for the Entertainment Complex, asked questions related
to coordination between the proposed project and any future proposed entertainment venue (arena). The
qguestions, which were answered by the AOC CEQA Project Manager at the meeting, were not related to
environmental impacts or CEQA and are therefore not further addressed in this response to comments
document.

The written comments received on the Draft EIR and the responses to those comments are provided in this
section. Each written comment letter is reproduced in its entirety and is followed by the response(s) to the
letter. Where a commenter has provided multiple comments, each comment is indicated by a line bracket and
an identifying number in the margin of the comment letter.
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From: JOSEPH J. HURIEY

To: mike parker@ascentenvinc.com

Cc: LROBINSON®@airguality.org

Subject: RE: New Sac Criminal Courthouse EIR--Railyards AQ Fees
Date: Wednesday, May 18,2011 10:32:31 AM

Hi Mike,

Thank you for getting back to me with this reference. As our primary concern with the New
Sacramento Criminal Courthouse EIR has been resolved with the commitment to participate in the 1-1
off-site mitigation program for the Railyards Specific Plan, we don’t anticipate submitting formal

comment’s on the DEIR.

If you have any questions I'll be available this afternoon but out of the office starting tomorrow
through next Wednesday. If you need to speak to someone while I’'m out contact Larry Robinson at

kit Pairquall :

-J) Hurley

From: Mike Parker [ mailto:mike.parker@ascentenvinc.com]
Sent: Tuesday, May 17, 2011 4:23 PM

To: JOSEPH J. HURLEY

Subject: New Sac Criminal Courthouse EIR--Railyards AQ Fees

Check out page 5-10 of the DEIR toward the bottom of the page:

“Furthermore, if the Lot 41-Railyards site is selected, to minimize cumulative air quality impacts
associated with buildout of the Railyards

Specific Plan, this project would be subject to the construction mitigation agreement described in
the EIR for the

Railyards Specific Plan. The agreement includes a requirement that projects within the Railyards
Specific Plan

area pay a construction mitigation fee of $2,603 per acre (which includes a 5% administrative fee
for SMAQMD)

to SMAQMD prior to groundbreaking. The fee is estimated as 56,250 for the 2.4 acre Lot 41-
Railyards site

{SMAQMD, pers. comm., 2011). Although this agreement is associated with city approval of the
project, and the

state is not subject to these conditions, because the agreement is with an air district and it would
be used to

offset project impacts, the AOC has agreed to participate in this mitigation program. Thus, with this
fee payment

implementation of the proposed project at the Lot 41-Railyards site would further reduce the
project’s

contribution to this cumulatively significant impact. Therefore, short-term construction-related
cumulative air

quality impacts would be less than significant, regardless of which site is selected.”

Administrative Office of the Courts
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Ascent Environmental

Please let me know if you have questions, and thanks for all of your help, J.J.

Mike Parker
Environmental Planner

455 Capitol Mall, Suite 210
Sacramento, CA 95814

916.930.3192
916.612-6040
916.444.7301

Ascent Environmental is a forward-thinking, full-service environmental planning and natural resources
consultancy established to assist you with your challenging environmentali, climate change, and resources
management projects.
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Letter Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District
1 Joseph J. Hurley, Air Quality Planner/Analyst
Response May 18, 2011

1-1 The commenter states that SMAQMD has no comments on the Draft EIR. No response is
necessary.

Administrative Office of the Courts
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Regional
Transit

Sacramento Regional
Transit District
A Public Transit Agency
and Equal Opportunity Employer

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 2110
Sacramento, CA 95812-2110

Administrative Office:
1400 29th Street
Sacramento, CA 95816
(916) 321-2800
(291 St. Light Rail Station/

Bus 36,38,50,67,68)

Light Rail Office:
2700 Academy Way
Sacramenlo, CA 95815
(916) 648-8400

Public Transit Since 1973

www.sacrt.com

May 24, 2011

Laura Sainz

Environmental Program Manager

Office of Court Construction and Management

Judicial Council of California, Administrative Office of the Courts
2860 Gateway Qaks Drive, Suite 400

Sacramento, CA 95833

Laura.Sainz@jud.ca.gov

New Sacramento Criminal Courthouse
Draft EIR

NAME OF DEVELOPMENT:
TYPE OF DOCUMENT:

The New Sacramento Criminal Courthouse project proposes the construction of
a 16-story, approximately 405,000 square foot courthouse facility containing 44
courtrooms (current courthouse has 22 courtrooms) and will employ 397
permanent positions. The stand-alone structure would include secure basement
parking for 50 vehicles, a secured entrance for transporting inmates, building
storage, and in-custody holding. Additional parking would be provided in surface
or structured parking lots either on-site or off-site in existing parking garages or
nearby surface parking lots. Hours of operation will be 7am to 6pm five days per
week.

Two possible sites are being considered for the future location of the proposed
Sacramento Criminal Courthouse. Both sites are approximately 2.4 acres and
located in downtown Sacramento. The site at 301 Capitol Mall comprises one city
block and is bound by 4" Street, L Street, 3 Street and Capitol Mall. The site in
the Railyards on Lot 41 is located between 5" and 6" Streets and between G and
H Streets in downtown Sacramento.

RT staff has reviewed the DEIR and has the following comments:

1. The attachments accompanying this letter show nearby light rail
configurations, both present and future, which should be shown in the
report. Drawing C-378 shows the proposed relocation of the Sacramento
Valley Station and tracks on H Street. It will remain west of the proposed
site but will be re-configured in a north-south layout. Drawing C-377
shows the proposed track alig;nment as it leaves Sacramento Vailey
Station and heads north up 7" Street. Also attached is a preliminary plan,
which shows the light rail track currently being constructed up 7" Street
as a part of the Green Line to the River District project (DNAtrack_1). Two
additional drawings provide more details of the existing Sacramento
Valley Station.

2. Page 3-6, Section 3.3.2, Lot 41 Railyards: The existing light rail that runs
on H Street in front of the project site and the proposed light rail fine
mentioned above should be mentioned in this paragraph.

2-1
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Laura Sainz -2- May 24, 2011

3. Page 4.1-14, Sacramento Regional Transit District: Blue Line light rail times need to be
changed as follows:
“Weekday trip headways are 15 minutes between 4:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m., with 30-
minute headways from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m.”

Gold Line light rail times need to be changed as follows:
“Weekday trip headways are 15 minutes between 4:00 a.m. and 9:00 p.m., with 30- 9.3
minute headways from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.” )

The following information should be added for the Green Line light rail:

LRT Green Line is currently under construction along 7" Street from downtown to
Richards Boulevard and is scheduled to be completed in September 2011. The
proposed full build-out of the Green Line will include a loop that runs north from
the relocated Sacramento Valley Station in the Railyards project and then
continues easterly and connect to 7" Street light rail at F Street.

4. Page 4.1-15, Exhibit 4.1-4 in Section 4.1, Traffic and Circulation: The Green Line under
construction and the proposed light rail in the Railyards area mentioned above should be
shown in Exhibit 4.1-4 (and renamed “Existing and Proposed Transit Facilities”).

24

5. Page 4.1-16, Sacramento Regional Transit District: First paragraph — the last three
sentences that refer to “shuttles” need to be deleted (the routes have been eliminated). 2.5
Add the following sentence after the second sentence:

Weekday trip headways for buses in the area vary between 15 to 60 minutes and

run from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

6. Page 4.1-19, Sacramento Regional Transit: Change the number of routes that RT 06
operates from 100 to 65.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please send any subsequent documents and
hearing notices that pertain to this project as they become available. If you have further
questions regarding these recommendations, please contact me at (916) 556-0514 or
cpair@sacrt.com.

Sincerely,

o[
L

Chris Pair

Assistant Planner

c: RoseMary Covington, AGM Planning and Transit System Development, RT
Jeff Damon, Principal Planner, RT
Traci Canfield, Planner, RT
Diane Nakano, AGM Engineering and Construction

Attachments

L:\PL\Development Review\Development Review Projects\1_Response Letters\City of Sacramento projects\Central City\WNew
Courthouse\New Courthouse DEIR 052411.doc
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Ascent Environmental Comments and Responses to Environmental Issues

Letter
2
Response

Sacramento Regional Transit District
Christ Pair, Assistant Planner
May 24, 2011

2-1

2-3

The commenter provides several attachments showing existing and future light rail
configurations and indicates that these should be shown in the EIR. It should be noted that four
of the six attachments were previously provided by the commenter during the NOP comment
period and are included in Appendix A of the Draft EIR. The two new attachments are included
as part of the comment letter in this FEIR. Most of the attachments provided are detailed design
drawings of RT facilities that are not located adjacent to the project site. This level of detail is
beyond the level necessary to analyze and describe environmental impacts associated with the
proposed project, and therefore, this information does not need to be presented in the body of
the EIR. The Draft EIR provides a sufficient level of detail to describe impacts associated with RT
facilities. It should be noted that because the attachments are included in Appendix A of the
DEIR and in this Final EIR, all of the attachments have been made available to the decision
makers.

The commenter indicates that the Draft EIR’s description of the existing setting for Lot 41-
Railyards should describe the existing and proposed light rail configuration. A detailed
description of proposed light rail facilities is not needed to describe the proposed project.
However, the Draft EIR includes this discussion in the traffic section, which is appropriate
because light rail is a transportation issue. See page 4.1-23 and 4.1-42 of the Draft EIR.

However, regarding the description of the existing light rail configuration, the existing setting in
the Draft EIR’s project description has been revised to clarify the existing light rail adjacent to
the project site. The first sentence of the fourth paragraph on page 3-6 of the Draft EIR is revised
as follows:

Lot 41-Railyards, a 2.4 acre parcel, is located between 5th and 6th streets and between
G and H streets in downtown Sacramento (See Exhibit 3-4), just north of the existing

light rail tracks on H Street.

This minor revision to the Draft EIR provides clarification. The light rail configuration is described
and analyzed throughout the Draft EIR. This change does not affect the analysis or change any
conclusions in the Draft EIR.

The commenter provides minor clarifications to the Draft EIR’s description of the light rail
schedule. The Draft EIR (p. 4.1-14) has been revised as follows:

LRT Blue Line provides service from the Watt/I-80 station through downtown
Sacramento to the Meadowview station. This route operates primarily on exclusive
track outside of downtown Sacramento. Within the study area, the Blue Line utilizes
track on 7th Street, 8th Street, and K Street Mall. Weekday trip headways are 15
minutes between 5:080 4:30 a.m. and %68 7:30 p.m., with 30-minute headways from
700 7:30 p.m. to midnight 10:30 p.m. Weekend and holiday service is provided.

LRT Gold Line provides service from downtown Folsom through downtown Sacramento,
terminating at the Sacramento Valley Station. This route operates primarily on exclusive
track outside of downtown Sacramento. Within the study area, the Gold Line utilizes

Administrative Office of the Courts
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2-4

2-5

2-6

track on 7th Street and 8th Street. Weekday trip headways are 15 minutes from 5:06
4:00 a.m. to 7Z66- 9:00 p.m., with 30-minute headways from 700 6:30 p.m. to midnight
9:00 p.m. Weekend and holiday service is provided.

These minor changes do not affect the Draft EIR’s analysis and do not change any conclusions of
the Draft EIR. Note that no revisions to the Draft EIR were made in response to the commenter’s
recommended changes regarding the LRT Green Line. The Draft EIR includes a discussion of the
Green Line Phase 1 on page 4.1-42 under “Approved and Pending Transportation Projects.” No
further detail is necessary.

The commenter recommends a revision to Exhibit 4.1-4 to identify the future LRT Green Line.

Exhibit 4.1-4 specifically identifies “existing” transit facilities, but the exhibit also shows transit
facilities under construction and identifies light rail construction along 7" street in the project
vicinity. In addition, “Approved and Pending Transportation Projects,” including the future LRT
Green Line, are described in text. (See page 4.1-42) No revision to the Draft EIR is required.

The commenter provides a minor clarification regarding the type of bus used. Page 4.1-16 of the
Draft EIR is revised as follows to reflect these minor clarifications:

More than a dozen regular bus routes converge downtown near the proposed project.
Peak-only bus routes operate limited service from outlying areas (i.e., Pocket, Arden,
and Orangevale) to downtown Sacramento.-Fhree-shuttlesserve-thestudyarea

in dine Route 140 which de arvice

o \Ale 3 HRepnto-ove a¥al

- Sav = G

Street—Weekday trip headways for buses in the area vary between 15 to 60 minutes
and run from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

These changes constitute minor clarifications and do not affect the Draft EIR’s analysis and do
not change any conclusions of the Draft EIR.

The commenter provides a minor clarification regarding the total number of RT routes currently
operating. Page 4.1-19 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows to reflect this minor clarification:

The Sacramento Regional Transit District (RT) provides public transit service within the
project area. RT operates approximately 208 65 bus routes and 40 miles of light rail
covering a 418 square-mile service area.

This minor change does not affect the Draft EIR’s analysis and do not change any conclusions of
the Draft EIR.

2-12
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3 CORRECTIONS AND REVISIONS TO THE
DRAFT EIR

This section contains changes to the text of the Draft EIR that are being made based upon agency and public
comments received and responded to in Chapter 2 of this Final EIR. The changes are presented in the order in
which they appear in the Draft EIR and are identified by Draft EIR page number. Text deletions are shown in
strikeout (strikeeut) and additions are shown in double underline (double underline).

Page 3-6 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows:

Lot 41-Railyards, a 2.4 acre parcel, is located between 5th and 6th streets and between G and H streets
in downtown Sacramento (See Exhibit 3-4), just north of the existing light rail tracks on H Street.

Page 4.4-14 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows:

LRT Blue Line provides service from the Watt/I-80 station through downtown Sacramento to the
Meadowview station. This route operates primarily on exclusive track outside of downtown
Sacramento. Within the study area, the Blue Line utilizes track on 7th Street, 8th Street, and K Street
Mall. Weekday trip headways are 15 minutes between 5:08 4:30 a.m. and #4886 7:30 p.m., with 30-
minute headways from 700 7:30 p.m. to midnight 10:30 p.m. Weekend and holiday service is provided.

LRT Gold Line provides service from downtown Folsom through downtown Sacramento, terminating at
the Sacramento Valley Station. This route operates primarily on exclusive track outside of downtown
Sacramento. Within the study area, the Gold Line utilizes track on 7th Street and 8th Street. Weekday
trip headways are 15 minutes from 5:80 4:00 a.m. to 708- 9:00 p.m., with 30-minute headways from
700 6:30 p.m. to midnight 9:00 p.m. Weekend and holiday service is provided.

Page 4.1-16 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows:

More than a dozen regular bus routes converge downtown near the proposed project. Peak-only bus
routes operate limited service from outlying areas (i.e., Pocket, Arden, and Orangevale) to downtown

Sacramento.Fhreeshuttles serve the study area-including Route 140, which-providesservice from-We

na Old mento—the downteawn-trallev complate
3 g Ore-Sa€era S5 ae e s oMo
7 7’ ’ .

Street15th-Street L Street 3rd StreetCapitolAvenue,and-FrontStreet—Weekday trip headways for
buses in the area vary between 15 to 60 minutes and run from 5:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

A Q ge
7

Page 4.1-19 of the Draft EIR is revised as follows:

The Sacramento Regional Transit District (RT) provides public transit service within the project area. RT
operates approximately 388 65 bus routes and 40 miles of light rail covering a 418 square-mile service
area.

Administrative Office of the Courts
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