HOW SUCCESSFUL IS .
JUVENILE OFFENDER-

'VICTIM MEDIATION?

* Recent _Stu_di-e_s show that Juvenile

V_Of.fender—\/ictim M-ed"iatioh-programs.'? -

@ Lower the chance that the offender WIII commlt another
- crime. -

S ~ @ Repair harm and rebmld relatmnshlps among offenders,'

' lndwldual wctlms, and the Communlty,

O'_"Have a hlgher rate of completmn of restltutlon agree-' _

_ ments; and-

@ 7Have a higher rate of sat:sfactlon wﬂh ‘the cr:mmal jus- =

tice system reported by aI! parties involved,

"~ Studies show OVEr 95% of t_he'cases média_t'ed- result in a written
restitution agreement. Over 90% of the restitution agreements

- were completed within one year. While the rate of payment for

" . court-ordered restitution (nationally) is often only 20% to 30%,

. .the rate of payment for mediated res‘ututlon agreemenls often
. exceeds 95%. :

The number of Juvemle Offender Vieti Mediatmn Programs -
. has increased significantly since 1990. The increase is a result of -

their success in dealing with the criminal and/or disruptive
behavior of our youth. There are now more than 1200 programs
in the United Stales and around the world.
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BACKGROUND

“The Juvenile 'Media_tion Program recognizes the -
“importance of community involvement in pre-

venting crime, supporting the victim, and
~encouraging offender rehabilitation with posi-
~tive community values. The Program provides

supplemental and alternative responses to crim- .
“inal and disruptive behavior committed by -
youth offendérs. The program model is based'-'

| upon the prmcrples of ”Restorat!ve Justrce

WHATIS | |
JUVENILE OFFENDERf

il VICTIM MEDIATION?

Juvenile Offender-Victim Mediation ‘encourages. active
Jinvolvement in the justice process” for victims, the commumty,_

and the offender by prowdmg an opportumty to:

1 ° Voluntarlly par’ucrpate in a process. that sdentrfres the

harm resulting from the efime;

o Agree how'to make thlngs as rrght as possrble and

® Hold the offender pelsonally accountable for repalrlng the

harm caused by hrs or her crime.

'WHAT TO EXPECT IN

§ MEDIATION

The medlaluon meetmg is & place where victims of crimes and

' youth offenders can talk face-to-face in a safe, fair and. neutral set-

ting in the presence of trairied med[ators

| = VICTIMS CAN

-Talk Wrth the offender about what happened

Express thetr f|ustratzons and concerns '

o 'Ask questuons aboui the crime that only the offender may have

,the answers o

Have direct involvemient in deciding how their losses will be

- covered arid/or how the offendor can make things as rrght as

' _ possdole

:-I'Y()UTH OFFENDERS

‘Can take responmbnllty for thelr actrons by facmg therr vretlms L

Can be personaliy accountabie 0 the|r' victims

Can have an active role in creatmg an accoptable rest|tutron
agreement to make thrngs right.

' THE MEDIATORS:

Help the participanfs explore and negotiate_their own solutions

Do not give legal advice or make decisions '
Are volunteers with the Peninsula Conflict Resolotion Center-.

Provide services at no cost to either party.

| _-'H'w csEscE T_o us

Referrals o the program may be made at any time. Earl y mter-'

‘vention, however, may prevent-a first time offender from enter-

ing the formal Justlce 5ystem altogelher

: . Pre~pet|tlon cases (cases that have not yet been fited in

_court) are referred by ‘school officials, law: enforcement pro- -
bation, victim advocates, youth d|ver5|on programs and self’
referrals.

@ Staff from diversion pro.gram's (such as Yooth Services

Bureau, North Peninsula Family Alternatives, of Youth and -
“Family ‘Enrichment.Sefvices) can. refer youth to med|at|on
- during the program or after its complet;on '

Q 'Post-petltlon Cases (cases fsled in court) may be referred

by: the. Judge probalron officers; district attorneys, defense.
~attorneys, victims; victim: advocates, affected commumty
- members and youth service orgamzatlons

'For referral mformatlon |
__please contact the program manager at:

| -]uvemle Med:atlon Program
222 Paul Scannell Drwe
‘San Mateo, CA 944_02.

(650) 312-5269

Or, visit our website at -

“www.sanmateocourt.org/adr.




