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 Because the term of California Chief Justice Ronald M. George will expire at 

midnight on January 2, 2011, today’s oral argument session will be his last.  To mark this 

occasion, my esteemed associate justice colleagues have asked me to prepare and deliver 

some brief remarks in tribute to a most remarkable Chief Justice.  

 The Chief has been at the helm of California’s vast judiciary for the past 14 years.  

He came to that position with impressive credentials.   

 He started his judicial career in the Los Angeles Municipal Court in 1972.   

 In 1977, he was elevated to the Los Angeles Superior Court.  During his tenure 

there he became president of the California Judges Association.  What brought him to the 

public’s attention was his unexpected but legally sound and courageous decision to deny 

the district attorney’s motion for dismissal in the notorious case of serial killer Angelo 

Buono, better known as the Hillside Strangler.  The case was later prosecuted by the state 

Attorney General’s office, which obtained convictions on nine counts of murder.   

 In 1987, then Judge George was appointed as a justice to the state Court of 

Appeal, Second Appellate District.  In 1991, he became a justice on the California 

Supreme Court and, in 1996, he was elevated to the position of Chief Justice. 



2 
 

 As Chief Justice, Ronald George has been superb.  Among his first official acts 

was the unprecedented decision to visit each of California’s 58 counties.  He wanted to 

personally talk to members of the local judiciary and their staff and find out what 

problems they were facing.  He saw badly deteriorating court facilities and learned of 

woefully inadequate court funding.  Eventually, through legislation enacted upon his 

urging, these problems were largely rectified.   

 The Chief’s personal involvement in our court’s decision–making process, his 

passion for the law, his accomplishments in improving access to the courts, and his 

diplomatic skills in fostering an excellent relationship with the legislative and executive 

branches of state government have made him a legend in his lifetime.  

 As a colleague, the Chief has been a joy to work with.  His terrific intellect, his 

warm personality, his delightful sense of humor, and his ability to listen thoughtfully set 

the tone for our Wednesday court conferences, where we all shared a warm camaraderie.  

It is therefore with profound sadness that on the eve of his retirement we, his colleagues, 

say farewell — a very fond farewell — to Ronald George, our revered Chief Justice. 

 By a unanimous vote of this court’s six associate justices, the Reporter of 

Decisions is directed to spread these special proceedings upon the minutes of the 

California Supreme Court for inclusion in the Official Reports of the decisions of this 

court. 

 

 


