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1. INTRODUCTION 

The Administrative Office of the Courts, Office of Court Construction and Management 
(AOC-OCCM) presents this budget package to support the COBCP for the proposed 
Superior Court of California, County of Glenn, Renovation and Expansion of the 
Willows Historic Courthouse project. The budget package includes the following items: 

1.1. Space Program 

A space program has been prepared by the AOC-OCCM in collaboration with the 
Superior Court of California, County of Glenn. The program presents space requirements 
for reuse and expansion of the Willows Branch Main Courthouse. The space program 
totals 44,826 building gross square feet (BGSF) for three courtrooms and associated 
space supporting criminal, civil, family law, juvenile, and collaborative court functions. 

1.2. Project Schedule 

A project schedule has been prepared for this project based on funding approval secured 
winter 2010. 

The court will need to vacate the Willows Branch Main Courthouse during the 
construction phase of the project. The court has worked with the county to address 
temporary locations for some court services. Courtrooms will be operational at the 
Orland Branch and at the Willows Memorial Hall, which houses the Board of Supervisors 
chambers. Staff will relocate to leased swing space in Willows for the duration of the 
construction phase.  

1.3. Willows Historic Courthouse Feasibility Study 

In 2009, the AOC-OCCM hired a consultant, Mark Cavagnero Associates Architects, to 
prepare a study phase report investigating the feasibility of renovating and expanding the 
existing Willows Branch Main Courthouse in southeastern Glenn County. The report 
analyzed consolidation of two existing facilities, the Orland Branch and the Willows 
Branch Main Courthouse, by renovating and expanding the historic courthouse in 
Willows. The objectives of the study were to verify the space program, develop blocking 
plans indicating the extent of space for each court functional area, develop a concept for 
the renovation and expansion of the historic building consistent with the U.S. Secretary 
of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, survey the existing 
building systems and make recommendations as to reuse or replacement, survey the 
existing structural systems and make conceptual seismic strengthening recommendations, 
and develop a cost estimate for the project. 

The foundation of the study phase report is the Superior Court of California, County of 
Glenn; Court Facilities Master Plan dated February 28, 2003. 

The study phase report concluded that based on the space requirements of the court for 
three courtrooms, a building addition of 29,028 BGSF is required to the 15,798 BGSF 
existing Willows Branch Main Courthouse. The building addition will include a partial 
basement.  Expansion of the existing courthouse into a three courtroom facility is feasible 
with the acquisition of approximately 0.275 acres of land from the County of Glenn. The 
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County has agreed to this acquisition. This is consistent with the project scope described 
in the COBCP. Below is a list of the main sections of the report and significant features 
of each section. 

As part of this project, the state plans to acquire a 0.50 acre parcel of land within walking 
distance of the court to construct a new 50-car surface parking lot for visitors, jurors, and 
staff. 

The report contains the following sections: 

1. Architectural Report. 

The courthouse, built in 1894, received additions in 1948 and 1949 to house the 
county recorder and records vault. These additions will be demolished, returning 
the historic building to its original form before the addition is built. 

The public entry for the expanded courthouse will remain at its historic location 
at the front of the historic courthouse. The addition will be located at the back, 
least public face of the historic courthouse. The work to the historic courthouse 
and the addition will be compatible with yet differentiated from the historic 
courthouse. 

The available county-owned parcel of land is large enough to allow an addition 
that will accommodate all planned court functions.  

2. Architectural Drawings. 

The drawings comprise an existing site plan, a proposed site plan, and blocking 
plans for the partial basement, first, and second floors. The partial basement 
contains secure judicial parking. The floor plans show the three circulation 
systems: public, restricted (judges, court staff, impaneled jurors), and secure (in-
custody defendants), and all court functional areas. 

3. Structural Report. 

Rutherford & Chekene prepared this report that outlines conceptual seismic 
strengthening recommendations intended to improve the seismic performance of 
the historic courthouse to meet the ASCE-31 Section 4.2.6 (Special Procedures 
for Unreinforced Masonry) and the 2006 International Existing Building Code 
(IEBC) Chapter A1 (Seismic Strengthening Provisions for Unreinforced Masonry 
Bearing Wall Buildings—Special Procedures). This report contains conceptual 
structural drawings and details. 

4. Mechanical / Electrical / Plumbing Report. 

Glumac prepared this report which assesses existing building mechanical, 
electrical, and plumbing systems and makes conceptual recommendations for 
these building systems in the renovated and expanded courthouse.  



Superior Court of California, County of Glenn 
Renovation and Expansion of the Willows Historic Courthouse Budget Package 
 
 

 3 

1.4. Cost Estimate 

Cumming Corporation prepared a construction cost estimate, based on the report by Mark 
Cavagnero Associates and is divided into the major elements of Building Addition, 
Building Renovation, and Site Work. This estimate is the basis for the total estimated 
project cost estimate presented in the COBCP. 
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3. PROJECT SCHEDULE
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