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Judicial Council Committees

The Judicial Council performs much of its work with the assistance of its
internal committees. The four internal committees are made up of Judicial
Council members. The Chair of the Judicial Council also may appoint
advisory committees and task forces to advise the council on improving the
administration of justice. The compositions of the Judicial Council and
advisory committee memberships are specified in the California Rules of
Court. The nomination process for the council and advisory committees
encourages the participation of judges, court officials, and attorneys from
throughout the state.

Internal Committees
A report or recommendation from an advisory committee generally goes to one of the
following internal committees. The internal committee reviews it and forwards it to

the Judicial Council with recommendations for action.

The Executive and Planning Committee directs and oversees the conduct of busi-
ness and the operating procedures of the Judicial Council; oversees the development
of the council’s strategic plan for the judicial branch; develops and conducts the
council’s annual planning workshop; ensures that the judicial branch budget is tied
to strategic plan goals; and serves as the nominating committee for vacancies on the
council and its advisory committees. E&P also oversees certain council advisory
bodies, as assigned by the Chief Justice, ensuring that their activities are consistent

with the council’s goals and policies

The Litigation Management Committee oversees litigation and claims against trial
and appellate courts, the Judicial Council, the AOC, or employees of those bodies

that seek significant recovery or raise important policy issues.

The Policy Coordination and Liaison Committee represents the Judicial Council in
its relations with other agencies and entities, such as the Legislature, the Governor’s
Office, the State Bar, local government, volunteer bar associations, and other court-

related professional associations; reviews and makes recommendations on proposals
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for Judicial Council-sponsored legislation; reviews pending bills; and determines the

council’s policy positions and directs advocacy for those positions.

The Rules and Projects Committee directs and oversees the development of, and
assists the council in making informed decisions about, California Rules of Court,
California Standards of Judicial Administration, Judicial Council forms, and Judicial
Council jury instructions; assists the Judicial Council in exercising its rule-making
authority under article VI, section 6 of the California Constitution; establishes and
maintains a rule-making process that is understandable and accessible to justice
system partners and the public; and oversees advisory committees and task forces, as
assigned by the Chief Justice, ensuring that their activities are consistent with the

council’s goals and policies.

Advisory Committees

To lead advancement toward the cause of consistent, impartial, independent, and
accessible administration of justice, the Judicial Council must be apprised of the
issues and concerns confronting the judiciary, the courts, and the public who use the
courts and of appropriate solutions and responses. Advisory committees meet this
need by regularly monitoring areas of the law, identifying innovative practices to
improve the administration of justice in the state, and making recommendations to
the council. An advisory committee’s membership consists of leaders in subject areas
of law from around the state.

The Access and Fairness Advisory Committee monitors issues, proposed court
policies and procedures, and education programs related to access to the judicial
system and fairness in the state courts and provides policy direction in these areas.
The committee is organized into five subcommittees to address racial and ethnic
fairness, sexual orientation fairness, gender fairness, access for persons with

disabilities, and issues of concern to women of color.

The Administrative Presiding Justices Advisory Committee improves appellate court
justices’ participation in the Judicial Council’s decision-making process; identifies
issues of concern to the courts; and addresses legislative and budget issues related to

the appellate courts.

The Advisory Committee on Civil Jury Instructions regularly reviews case law and
statutes that affect jury instructions and makes recommendations to the council for

updating, amending, or adding topics to the council’s civil jury instructions.
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The Advisory Committee on Criminal Jury Instructions regularly reviews case law
and statutes that affect jury instructions and makes recommendations to the council

for updating, amending, or adding topics to the council’s criminal jury instructions.

Effective June 24, 2010, the Advisory Committee on Financial Accountability and
Efficiency for the Judicial Branch was created to promote transparency,
accountability, efficiency, and understanding of the Administrative Office of the
Courts (AOC) and the judicial branch. The advisory committee fosters the best use of
the work, information, and recommendations provided by the AOC, and it promotes
increased understanding of the AOC’s mission, responsibilities, accomplishments,
and challenges. The advisory committee is a standing committee of the Judicial
Council. Its charge is to review and recommend on budget change proposals for the
AQC, changes in the annual compensation plan for the AOV, and financial audit

reports for judicial branch entities.

The Appellate Advisory Committee makes recommendations to the Judicial Council
for improving the administration of justice in appellate proceedings, including on
matters related to appellate rules, forms, and standards and legislation that may

impact appellate courts or appellate procedure.

The Civil and Small Claims Advisory Committee identifies the issues and concerns
confronting the judiciary in the areas of civil procedure, practice, and case manage-

ment (including small claims) and suggests solutions and responses.

The Collaborative Justice Courts Advisory Committee makes recommendations to
the council for developing collaborative justice courts such as drug courts, mental
health courts, youth courts, homeless courts, domestic violence courts, and other
problem-solving courts; improving the processing of cases in these courts; and

overseeing the evaluation of collaborative justice courts throughout the state.

The Court Executives Advisory Committee works to enhance trial courts’ access to
and participation in the Judicial Council’s decision-making process; reviews rules,
forms, standards, studies, and recommendations for court administration that are
proposed to the council by advisory committees or task forces and evaluates the
administrative and operational impact on the trial courts; identifies issues of concern
to the courts, including legislative issues, that should be addressed by the council or
one of its advisory committees or task forces; and facilitates communication between

the council and the trial courts.
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The Court Interpreters Advisory Panel promotes access to spoken-language
interpreters and interpreters for deaf and hearing-impaired persons by making
recommendations to the council on language use and the need for interpreters in
court proceedings, and on certification, registration, testing, recruitment, training,

continuing education, and professional conduct of court interpreters.

The Court Technology Advisory Committee promotes, coordinates, and facilitates
the application of technology to the work of the courts. The committee is charged
with establishing standards to ensure technological compatibility; facilitating court
technology projects funded in whole or in part by the state; proposing rules, stan-
dards, or legislation to ensure privacy, access, and security; and assisting courts in

acquiring and developing useful technology solutions.

The Criminal Law Advisory Committee identifies the issues and concerns confront-
ing the judiciary in the areas of criminal procedure, practice, and case management

and suggests solutions and responses.

The Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee identifies important issues in
cases involving families, children, self-represented litigants, and individuals seeking or
responding to domestic violence restraining orders, and reviews pending legislation,
mandated studies, and suggestions from the public on those issues. It then recom-
mends to the Judicial Council improvements in procedures and practices; changes in

rules, forms, or standards; or other appropriate action.

The Governing Committee of the Center for Judicial Education and Research
(CJER) develops recommendations to the council for improving the administration
of justice through comprehensive and high-quality education and training for judicial

officers and other judicial branch personnel.

Pending a decision by the Judicial Council on whether to restructure the Judicial
Service Advisory Committee and to amend California Rules of Court, rule 10.57, a
Working Group on Judicial Pay and Benefits will consult with, advise, directly assist,
and make recommendations to the Administrative Director of the Courts, and to the
Judicial Council at the request of the Administrative Director, on judicial

compensation, nonretirement benefits, and retirement benefits.

The Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee makes recommendations to
the council for improving the administration of justice in proceedings involving
(1) decedents’ estates, trusts, conservatorships, guardianships, and other probate
matters and (2) mental health and developmental disability issues.
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The Traffic Advisory Committee works to improve the administration of justice in
the area of traffic and bail-forfeitable offense adjudication; identifies policy issues and
recommends rules or model procedures that will result in more consistent handling
of traffic and bail-forfeitable offenses across the state; and provides analysis in support
of policy decisions made by the Judicial Council and the Legislature regarding traffic

and bail-forfeitable offense matters.

The Trial Court Presiding Judges Advisory Committee works to enhance trial
courts’ access to and participation in the Judicial Council’s decision-making process;
reviews rules, forms, studies, and recommendations on court administration that are
proposed to the council and evaluates the administrative and operational impact on
the trial courts; identifies issues of concern to the courts, including legislative issues,
that are addressed by the council or one of its advisory committees or task forces; and

facilitates communication between the council and trial courts.

Task Forces
The Judicial Council, its Chair, or the Administrative Director of the Courts may

establish task forces to work on specific projects. The current task forces are:

+ Blue Ribbon Commission on Children in Foster Care;

. Commission for Impartial Courts Implementation Committee;

. Court Emergency Response and Security Task Force;

. Domestic Violence Practice and Procedure Task Force;

. Elkins Family Law Implementation Task Force;

. Legal Services Trust Fund Commission;

. Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health Issues; and

. Task Force on Self-Represented Litigants.

Other Advisory Groups
. Bench-Bar-Media Committee
. Kleps Award Committee

« Working Group on Court Security
« Working Group on Court Security Fiscal Guidelines

Contact:
Judicial Council@jud.ca.gov

Additional resources:
Advisory committee rosters and information,
www.courtinfo.ca.gov/jc/advisorycommittees.htm
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