
OV ER V IE W
■ Largest court system in the nation, 

serving more than 39 million people—
just over 12 percent of the U.S. 
population

■ More than 500 court locations

■ Approximately 18,000 court employees

■ Estimated 4.5 million Californians  
representing themselves

■ Approximately 1.4 percent of the state 
General Fund allocated for the judicial 
branch in FY 2015–2016

CA L IF ORNI A JUDICI A L BR A NCH

EXECUTIVE 
Enforces laws

LEGISLATIVE
Makes laws

JUDICIAL
Interprets laws

THREE COEQUAL BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT

COURTS
SUPREME COURT

■ 7 justices

■ Hears oral arguments  in San Francisco,  
Sacramento, and Los Angeles 

■ Has discretionary authority to review  
decisions of the Courts of Appeal and  
direct responsibility for automatic  
appeals after death penalty judgments

■ 7,907 filings; 85 dispositions by written opinion*

COURTS OF  APPEAL
■ 105 justices

■ 6 districts,  19 divisions,  9 court locations

■ Review the majority  of appealable orders   
or judgments from  the superior courts

■ 20,198 filings; 9,592 dispositions by written 
opinion*

SUPERIOR COURTS
■ 1,719 authorized judgeships  

(50 authorized in 2008 but remain unfunded)

■ 58 courts, 1 in each county, with anywhere  
from 1 to 46 locations

■ Have trial jurisdiction over all felony cases,  
all general civil cases, juvenile and family  
law cases, and other case types

■ 7,488,900 filings; 6,722,593 dispositions*

* Fiscal year 2013–2014 
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BRANCH POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION
JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF CALIFORNIA

■	 The constitutionally created policymaking body  
of the California courts

■ Guides fiscal policy and adopts court rules and 
procedures

 OTHER BRANCH ENTITIES

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL APPOINTMENTS
■ Confirms gubernatorial appointments to the 

Supreme Court and appellate courts

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE
■ Protects the integrity of the courts and the public 

by enforcing the standards of the Supreme Court; 
investigates complaints of judicial misconduct 
and incapacity; and disciplines judges

HABEAS CORPUS RESOURCE CENTER

■ Accepts appointments in state and federal 
death penalty proceedings; provides training, 
resources, and support for private attorneys  
who take on these cases

STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA
■ Serves the Supreme Court in the admission 

and discipline of attorneys and provides 
administrative support related to attorneys


