Judicial Council of California, Administrative Office of the Courts
Office of Communications, 455 Golden Gate Ave., San Francisco, CA 94102-3688
California Courts Infoline 800-900-5980, www.courts.ca.gov

NEWS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Deborah Genzer, 415-865-8755

May 1, 2013

Winners of First Amendment Cartoon Contest
Announced on Law Day
Six First-Prize Winners of National Contest
Come from California, Illinois, and Michigan
SAN FRANCISCO—Six first-prize recipients from California (Glendale, La Cañada, Los
Angeles, and San Gabriel), Illinois, and Michigan are the winners of the fourth annual First
Amendment Cartoon Contest. Thirty finalists from California, Arizona, Arkansas, Hawaii, Iowa,
Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey, South Carolina, Texas, Virginia, Washington, and the
District of Columbia received honorable mention.
Students from elementary, middle, and high schools nationwide were invited to submit cartoons
depicting any of the First Amendment freedoms: of speech, of the press, of religion, of assembly,
of association, and of petition.
See the complete list of recipients and view their artwork at
www.courtsed.org/cartoon_contest_2013.htm.
The First Amendment Cartoon Contest was announced on Bill of Rights Day on December 15,
2012. Criteria for judging are based on students’ understanding of the First Amendment,
creativity, and artistic merit. There were 783 submissions.
The Judicial Council and Administrative Office of the Courts, in partnership with the
Constitutional Rights Foundation and the California State PTA, organized the contest to increase
student understanding of the Bill of Rights and the United States Constitution, as well as to help
educate youth about the role of the judicial branch and their role as future jurors.
Law Day is a national day to celebrate the rule of law and its contributions to the freedoms
Americans enjoy, as well as the essential role informed citizens play in a democracy. To see
other law-related education programs of the California judicial branch, go to
www.courts.ca.gov/programs-lawrelated.htm.
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