











“Restoring Justice, Accountability & Responsibility”
A California Showcase Transfer of Knowledge Workshop

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Judicial Council and the Department of the Youth Authority are very proud to have
presented the first of hopefully many restorative justice workshops. “Restorative Justice,
Accountability & Responsibility” was by all accounts a stunning success. The workshop
was held on June 9-11, 1999, in Berkeley, California. Over 100 officials from 14
counties gathered to share their information, expertise, and experiences. The sponsors
wish to acknowledge and thank the workshop planning committee, which was co-
chaired by Judge Thomas C. Edwards and Mr. Kevin (Kip) Lowe, Assistant Deputy
Director, Office of Prevention and Victims Services, Department of the Youth Authority.
The planning committee was comprised of members from Fresno, Monterey, Sacramento,
Santa Clara, Santa Cruz and Ventura Counties.

The counties with attendees at the conference were EL Dorado, Fresno, Monterey,
Napa, Orange, Placer, Riverside, Sacramento, San Francisco, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz,
Shasta, Stanislaus, and Ventura. Attendees included judges, probation officers, district
attorneys, public defenders, county board of supervisors, representatives of victims
rights organizations, and community-based organizations working with at-risk youth.

The success of the workshop is partly attributable to the unique “transfer of
knowledge” format. The format is based on the belief that the existing knowledge
and expertise available in California is sufficient to solve the major problems of crime
and delinquency facing the state’s communities.

Restorative justice is a new way of thinking about crime and criminal justice. Restorative
justice emphasizes the ways in which crime hurts relationships between community
members. Crime is viewed as a violation of a victim and a community, not only as a
violation against the state. In restorative justice, crime victims take an active role in
the justice system and have recourse to have their losses restored. Communities become
safer by building the capacity for collective actions, they are actively involved in
offender accountability and crime prevention. Offenders take personal responsibility
for their actions and actively work to repair the harm they have caused to victims and
communities.

The workshop featured a number of speakers and presenters sharing expertise and
information on the personal impact of restoration, systematic approaches to restorative
justice, and individual restorative practices. The “county teams” then worked in
facilitated small groups and developed action strategies or model programs.

The planning committee has high hopes that a second restorative justice
transfer of knowledge workshop will be held in Southern California by spring 2001.
If so, the featured county programs will be those implemented as a result of attendance

at this first workshop.




































































