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If you have other questions, please contact 415-865-7850 or email communitycorrections@jud.ca.gov
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None
Legislation
Q: Where can I find the full text of the legislation?
A:  The full text of the chapter version of SB678 can be found here.
Q:   Where can I get a summarized version of the legislation, as well as some general background?
A:  The Community Corrections Program created an explanation of the legislation that 

goes through some of the justifications and elements of the legislation.

Reporting
Q: What is the PMT used for the ARRA/Stimulus funds? How is it different from the webform for SB678?
A: The PMT is the tool administered by CalEMA to collect data on the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act (ARRA) money enacted in AB1.  The PMT is administered by CalEMA and the Bureau of Justice Assistance.  The SB678 webform is administer by the AOC and the Community Corrections program. This webform will be used throughout the life of the legislation to collect and report data required by the SB678 legislation and is not related to the PMT.
Q: Why did you choose to use state data sources for some data but not all? If we identify problems with state data, can it be changed?
A: There are data quality concerns about some of the data available at the state level. The consensus from probation was that counties would be better served by submitting  all data that determines funding themselves to ensure quality. Other data we will be gathering (such as felony filings and convictions for the county) does not affect funding and is not available to all probation departments, so we decided to gather those data from statewide data sources. If counties do have access to that data and feel that their data is more accurate than the data available at the state level, we will be happy to update the other numbers.
Q: Who determines my baseline revocation and population numbers? What if I can’t determine my baseline for the 2006-2008 calender years?
A: The Community Corrections Program is giving probation departments the opportunity to submit their own baseline for prison revocations and probation population from their own databases.  In the absence of a baseline submitted by a probation department, the California Department of Finance will estimate your 2006 to 2008 baseline using available data.
Counting and Definitions
Q: Why are individuals on warrant status included in the counts?
A: Every county uses warrant status differently and has different business and case management practices to deal with those on warrant. Chiefs decided it would be simpler to count warrant cases if they can be differentiated due to limited data systems. If you count those on warrant status in both your baseline and yearly numbers, as well as your population and revocation numbers ongoing, it should not affect your final rate.
Q: Are the baseline figures calendar or fiscal years? And should we average over the year?
A: The baseline figures are based on calendar years. The population counts from the baseline should be a snapshot of the end of the year, i.e. the probation population on December 31 of each year. The probation revocation count should include all probationers revoked over the entire calendar year, January to December.
Q: Are the population and revocation counts of a particular age group?
A: No, the population and revocation counts should encompass all adult felony probationers.
Q: Do we include someone on felony probation in one county and sent to prison from another county?
A: The revocation would be counted where the person was on probation.  If the offender is on felony probation in County A and commits a new offense in County B for which he is committed to prison on the new case, County A would record the revocation.  County B would not be required to report the prison sentence as the offender was not on probation in their county.
Q: How do we count someone who is serving concurrent sentences in different counties?
A: Due to changes in 1203.9, the probationer would be counted in the population of only one county. Offenders should no longer remain on supervised probation in two different counties thus they would be counted in whichever county ultimately retained legal jurisdiction subsequent to a 1203.9 PC hearing process. In terms of prison revocation, it should be counted in whichever county revoked and sentenced the offender to prison.
Q: Should the population count include people on conditional felony grants (court probation)?
A: These people will not be included in population counts or revocations to prison since they are not supervised by probation departments.
Q: How are dual parole/probation supervision cases counted?
A: The person would be counted as a revocation and included in population since they were on supervised probation in the county.
Q: Should individuals on both non-revocable parole and probation be counted in the population?
A: Probationers on both Felony adult probation and non-revocable parole would be counted in the population and revocations since they are being supervised in the county.
Q: How are 3051 WIC (CRC) commitments or 1368 PC Civil Commitments counted?
A: A 1368 PC Commitment should not be counted as a revocation since this is a temporary status.  A 3051 WIC (CRC Housing Narcotic Treatment and Rehabilitation) commitment should be counted as a prison revocation as this is a final sentence.
Q: How do we count “paper revocations”.
A: The reference to a "paper revocation" or demand for sentence refers to 1203.2(a) PC where a defendant who has been sentenced to prison in County B requests to be sentenced on a prior probation grant in County A. If County A proceeds with sentencing the defendant to prison, County A would count this as a revocation. The demand for sentencing is done by the defendant. However, if County A fails to act within the established time frame or terminates probation, it would not be counted as a revocation.
Further, 1381 PC allows a defendant sentenced to prison in County B who is PENDING charges in County A to request that the pending charges be heard. If he/she is then sentenced to prison in County A, it would not be counted.
Q:  How do we count “paper commitments”?
A: All prison commitments resulting in a prison term in State prison are counted 


regardless of their housing status. 
Funding
Q: How much will a county get back from the state for each person not sent to state prison? How is that calculated?
A: The actual amount that a county gets back per person not revoked will be either 40 percent or 45 percent of the cost to incarcerate someone as determined by the Department of Finance, depending on the tier to which the county is assigned. Counties will be placed in either Tier 1 (for counties with a probation failure rate no more than 25% higher than the statewide average) or Tier 2 (for counties with a probation failure rate more than 25% above the statewide average). For more information on how the tier system works, use the calculator located here.  Or this spreadsheet summarizes how different funding scenarios impact the amount of money available to counties.
Q: What’s a tier and how does my county get assigned to Tier 1 or Tier 2?
A: Tiers distinguish counties that do well as compared to the whole state from counties that improve only in comparison with their own past performance. A Tier 1 county has a Probation Failure Rate (PFR) up to 25% above the state average. A Tier 2 county has a Probation Failure Rate (PFR) above 25% of the statewide PFR. Tier 1 counties will receive back 45 percent of the savings they generate for the state, while Tier 2 counties will receive 40 percent. Tiers will be recalculated each year.
