
 

    Traffic Advisory Committee 
Annual Agenda—2017 

Approved by RUPRO: December 15, 2016 
 

I. ADVISORY BODY INFORMATION  
 

Chair:  Hon. Gail Dekreon 

Staff:   Ms. Kimberly DaSilva and Ms. Jamie Schechter, Criminal Justice Services  

Advisory Body’s Charge: Under rule 10.54 of the California Rules of Court, the committee makes recommendations to the council for 
improving the administration of justice in the area of traffic procedure, practice, and case management and in other areas as set forth in the 
fish and game, boating, forestry, public utilities, parks and recreation, and business licensing bail schedules. 
 

Advisory Body’s Membership: Thirteen members; 6 trial court judicial officers, 1 juvenile traffic hearing officer, 2 judicial 
administrators, 1 criminal defense lawyer, 1 representative from the California Highway Patrol, 1 representative from the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, and 1 representative from the California Office of Traffic Safety. 
 

Subgroups/Working Groups:  None  

Advisory Body’s Key Objectives for 2017:  
Provide recommendations to the Judicial Council that: 

1. Support rule, form, and bail schedule proposals to promote timely, effective, technologically current, fair, and accessible processing 
of traffic proceedings; 

2. Support proposals on traffic fines, fees, assessments, and forfeitures to promote improved and fair imposition and collection, while 
also improving access; 

3. Assist Governmental Affairs in developing Judicial Council-sponsored legislation involving proceedings in traffic court, and 
responding to proposed legislative developments; 

4. Create tools to assist bench officers, court staff, justice partners, and the public in traffic proceedings;  
5. Educate bench officers, court staff, justice partners, and the public on procedures in traffic court. 
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II. ADVISORY BODY PROJECTS  

# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

1.  2018 Bail Schedules Revision. 
Revise and reexamine the 
annual Uniform Bail and 
Penalty Schedules. 

1 – Must 
be done 

Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal III. Modernization of Management and 
Administration; Operational Plan Objective: 
III.4. Uphold the integrity of court orders, 
protect court user safety, and improve public 
understanding of compliance requirements; 
improve the collection of fines, fees, and 
forfeitures statewide. 
 
Origin of Project: Vehicle Code section 
40310 requires the Judicial Council to adopt 
an annual schedule for nonparking traffic 
infractions.  
 
Resources: Governmental Affairs (GA) staff 
assists committee and Criminal Justice 
Services staff with tracking legislation 
affecting the bail schedules. 
 
Key Objectives Supported:  1, 4. 
 

December, 
2017. The 
committee 
will circulate 
an invitation 
to comment in 
October and 
will report to 
the council at 
December 
2017 meeting. 
 

Adoption of revised 
statewide Uniform Bail and 
Penalty Schedules to 
conform to legislation and 
use for updating courts’ 
county bail schedules as 
required by Penal Code 
section 1269b. 

2.  Rules Modernization Project  
a. In collaboration with ITAC, 
identify and develop priorities for 
potential rule and statutory 

1(d)-(f) or 
2(b) 
depending 

Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: Goal VI – Branchwide Infrastructure for 
Service Excellence.  

January 2018  
or 2019. 
 

Amendment and/or adoption 
of rules or statutes.  
 

                                                 
1 All proposed projects for the year must be included on the Annual Agenda. If a project implements policy or is a program, identify it as implementation or a 
program in the project description and attach the Judicial Council authorization/assignment or prior approved Annual Agenda to this Annual Agenda. 
2 For non-rules and forms projects, select priority level 1 (must be done) or 2 (should be done). For rules and forms proposals, select one of the following priority 
levels: 1(a) Urgently needed to conform to the law; 1(b) Urgently needed to respond to a recent change in the law; 1(c) Adoption or amendment of rules or forms  
by a specified date required by statute or council decision; 1(d) Provides significant cost savings and efficiencies, generates significant revenue, or avoids a 
significant loss of revenue; 1(e) Urgently needed to remedy a problem that is causing significant cost or inconvenience to the courts or the public; 1(f) Otherwise 
urgent and necessary, such as a proposal that would mitigate exposure to immediate or severe financial or legal risk; 2(a) Useful, but not necessary, to implement 
statutory changes; 2(b) Helpful in otherwise advancing Judicial Council goals and objectives. 
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# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

modifications so that the rules and 
statutes will be consistent with 
modern business practices. (For 
example, consider electronic 
notification to replace mail, 
paying fines online, etc.).  
b. Review rules and statutes in a 
systematic manner and develop 
recommendations for 
comprehensive changes.  

on rule or 
statute  
 

Operational Plan Objective: VI, Objective 4, 
Implement new tools to facilitate the 
electronic exchange of court information 
while balancing privacy and security. 
 
Origin of Project: The Judicial Council 
mandate based on recommendations from 
Information Technology Advisory Committee 
and other advisory committees.  
 
Resource: ITAC. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 1. 

Approval of revised 
guidelines for reporting on 
remote video proceedings in 
traffic infraction cases. 
 
Approval of optional online 
interface traffic forms: TR-
300(online) and TR-
310(online). 

3.  Rules and Forms for Access to 
Justice in Infraction Cases. 
Consider development of rules 
and forms to promote access to 
justice in all infraction cases, 
including recommendations of 
optional forms related to 
reminder notices, civil 
assessment notices, ability to pay 
determinations and other forms.  

1(e) Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: III. Modernization of Management 
and Administration. 
Operational Plan Objective: III.5. Develop 
and implement effective trial and appellate 
case management rules, procedures, 
techniques, and practices to promote the 
fair, timely, consistent, and efficient 
processing of all types of cases. 
 
Origin of Project: This item is added in 
response to specific concerns expressed to 
the Judicial Council by courts and law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
Resources: Court Executives Advisory 
Committee and Information Technology 
Advisory Committee to provide 

January 2018. Adoption of revised or new 
rules and forms. 
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# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

recommendations on court practices and 
procedures. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 1, 2. 

4.  Legislation for Access to 
Justice in Infraction Cases. 
Recommend development of 
legislation to promote access to 
justice in all infraction cases, 
including recommendations 
related to Vehicle Code section 
42003, community service, post-
conviction proceedings, or 
procedures after a defendant has 
previously failed to appear or 
pay, such as imposing civil 
assessments or placing holds on 
a driver’s license. 

2 – Should 
be done 

Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: III. Modernization of Management 
and Administration. 
Operational Plan Objective: III.5. Develop 
and implement effective trial and appellate 
case management rules, procedures, 
techniques, and practices to promote the 
fair, timely, consistent, and efficient 
processing of all types of cases. 
 
Origin of Project: This item is added in 
response to specific concerns expressed to 
the Judicial Council by courts and law 
enforcement agencies. 
 
Resources: Criminal Law Advisory 
Committee, Providing Access and Fairness, 
Court Executives Advisory Committee and 
Information Technology Advisory 
Committee to provide recommendations on 
court practices and procedures. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 1, 2, and 3. 

December 
2017. 

Recommendation of 
legislation to the Judicial 
Council for sponsorship. 

5.  Community Outreach. Provide 
advice to Judicial Council staff 
for implementation and 
maintenance of community 

2 – Should 
be done 

Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: I. Access, Fairness, and Diversity; IV. 
Quality of Justice and Service to the Public. 
Operational Plan Objective: I.2. Identify and 
eliminate barriers to all levels of service; 

Ongoing. Revision of traffic outreach 
materials, including the 
Self-Help Traffic material, 
on the California Courts 
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# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

outreach materials developed for 
use by bench officers. 
 

ensure that interactions with the court are 
understandable, convenient, and perceived as 
fair; Objective IV.1. Foster excellence in 
public service to ensure that all court users 
receive satisfactory services and outcomes. 
 
Origin of Project: Outreach materials were 
developed by the committee in 2001 in 
response to a directive by the Judicial 
Council and regularly updated to enhance 
community outreach and improve public 
trust and confidence in the courts.  
 
Resource: CJER to provide consultation 
regarding improvement of outreach 
educational materials. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 2 and 5. 

Website, and posting on the 
Judicial Resources Network. 

6.  Traffic Bench Officer and 
Temporary Judge Training. 
Provide advice as requested by 
the Center for Judicial Education 
and Research with development 
of traffic training programs and 
materials for bench officers and 
temporary judges assigned to 
traffic proceedings, including 
instruction on options for 
appearance in court after a 
failure to appear and referral to 
collections. 
 

2 – Should 
be done 

Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: V. Education for Branchwide 
Professional Excellence. 
Operational Plan Objective: V.1.  Provide 
relevant and accessible education and 
professional development opportunities for 
all judicial officers (including court-
appointed temporary judges) and court staff.  
 
Origin of Project: Recommended by 
committee to support the Center for Judicial 
Education and Research (CJER) and 
research in preparation and presentation of 

Ongoing. Provide assistance for CJER 
training programs for traffic 
bench officers. 
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# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

statewide training programs for traffic 
bench officers. 
 
Resource: CJER Governing Committee to 
provide advice and recommendations to 
CJER as requested for traffic training 
programs and materials. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 4 and 5. 

7.  Develop Rules and Forms for 
Trials Under Vehicle Code 
Sections 40902 and 40903.  
Develop revised rules and forms 
to standardize and improve 
processing of trials by written 
declaration and trials in absentia 
for traffic infractions under 
Vehicle Code sections 40902 
and 40903.  

2(a) Judicial Council Direction: Strategic Plan 
Goal: III. Modernization of Management and 
Administration; VI. Branchwide 
Infrastructure for Service Excellence. 
Operational Plan Objective: III.5. Develop 
and implement effective trial and appellate 
case management rules, procedures, 
techniques, and practices to promote the fair, 
timely, consistent, and efficient processing 
of all types of cases;  Objective IV.1. Foster 
excellence in public service to ensure that all 
court users receive satisfactory services and 
outcomes.  
 
Origin of Project: Proposed in response to 
requests from courts to reduce expense and 
clarify rules and procedures for trial by 
written declaration. As required by Vehicle 
Code section 40902, the council has adopted 
rules and forms for trials by written 
declaration requested by a defendant. 
Vehicle Code section 40903 provides that a 
defendant who fails to appear may be 

January 1, 
2018 

Amend rules; new forms, 
and revised forms. 
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# Project1 Priority2  Specifications Completion 
Date/Status 

Describe End Product/ 
Outcome of Activity 

deemed to have elected to have a trial by 
written declaration. 
 
Resources: Court Executives Advisory 
Committee and Trial Court Presiding Judges 
Advisory Committee to provide 
recommendations on best practices and 
development of forms and procedures. 
 
Key Objectives Supported: 1. 
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III. STATUS OF 2016 PROJECTS: 
 

# Project Completion Date/Status 
 

1. Bail Schedule Revision.  Ongoing/ revised Uniform Bail and Penalty Schedules will be on the 
December agenda for adoption by council effective January 1, 2017, in 
accordance with Vehicle Code section 40310.  
 

3. Revise forms TR-300 and TR-310. Submitted to RUPRO to recommend adoption by the Judicial Council at 
the December 2016 meeting. 

4. Support legislation to improve efficiencies for Trials by Written 
Declaration Under Vehicle Code Sections 40902.  

Legislation proposed in 2016 did not receive support in the Legislature.  

5. Adopt forms TR-300 (online), TR-310 (online), and companion 
rule 4.108.  

Submitted to RUPRO to recommend adoption by the Judicial Council at 
the December 2016 meeting. 

6. Remote Video Proceedings. Recommended a revised set of guidelines to be approved by the Judicial 
Council’s Technology Committee. Completed November 2016.  

7.  Community Outreach, including revision of California Courts 
website Self-Help Traffic page. 

July 2016 revised the California Courts website Self-Help Traffic page / 
Ongoing. See Item 5 on agenda. 

 8.  Traffic Bench Officer and Temporary Judge Training. Ongoing. See Item 6 on agenda. 

 
VI. Subgroups/Working Groups - Detail 

 
Subgroups/Working Groups: [For each group listed in Section I, including any proposed “new” subgroups/working groups, provide the 
below information. For working groups that include members who are not on this advisory body, provide information about the additional 
members (e.g., from which other advisory bodies), and include the number of representatives from this advisory body as well as additional 
members on the working group.] 
Subgroup or working group name: None 
Purpose of subgroup or working group: N/A 
Number of advisory body  members on the subgroup or working group: N/A 
Number and description of additional members (not on this advisory body): N/A 
Date formed: N/A. 
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Number of meetings or how often the subgroup or working group meets: N/A 
Ongoing or date work is expected to be completed: N/A 
 

 


