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pertain, v.

Pronunciation: * Brit.  /pa'tein/, U.S. /par'tein/
Forms: early Middle English portene, Middle English parten, Middle English partene ...
Frequency (in current use):

Origin: Of multiple origins. Partly a borrowing from French. Partly a borrowing from Latin. Etymons:
French partenir; Latin pertinére.

Etymology: < (i) Anglo-Norman partenir, pertenir, pertiner, portenir, purtener, purteiner...
1. intransitive. To belong. Frequently in present participle in pertaining to.

a. To belong, be connected to (something), esp. as part of a whole,

or as an appendage or accessory. Occasionally twith indirect object
without to (obsolete).

a1325 Statutes of Realm in MS Rawl. B.520 Manie hez in opinion trowinde bat a sullen ben i seid

to mynystre to theim due Justice.

ai1533 J. FrRitH Mirroure (?1536) i. sig. Aiiiv Whether they be outwarde gyftes or inwarde,

dinosaur Trachodon.



1993 E. N. K. CLARKSON Invertebr. Palaeontol. & Evol. (ed. 3) v. 103/1 These warty, spindle-

hb. To belong to (or T#ill) a person, God, etc., as a possession, legal
right, or privilege. Also with indirect object without to (cf. BELONG
v. 2). Obsolete.

> a1382 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Bodl. 959) (1963) 1 Kings xxv. 21 Per perschede not any thyng of

1390
1445

1526

1535
1609

1685
1721

1784

1819 W. Scotrt Ivanhoe IL. ii. 24 We require and demand that the said noble persons..together
with all goods and chattels to them pertaining, be..delivered to us.

Tc. To belong as one's care or concern; to matter, be a cause of
concern to. Obsolete.

> a1382 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Bodl. 959) 2 Kings xviii. 3 Wheber forsope wee flen, it schal not

not to him.

> ai470 T. MALORY Morte Darthur (Winch. Coll.) 964 Thy brothir, sir Lyonell, and..thy cousyn
sir Launcelot..thu myght have rescowed easyly, but thou wentist to rescow a mayde which
perteyned nothynge to the.

1549 H. LATIMER 2nd Serm. before Kynges Maiestie 3rd Serm. sig. Gii Thy Syluer is drosse...



flies.

a1788 N. Corron Var. Pieces Verse & Prose (1791) 1. 196 But judge my griefs, and share them too,

d. To belong as an attribute, fitting adjunct, or duty to. In early use
also: Tto be appropriate or suitable to (obsolete).

> c1384 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Douce 369(2)) (1850) Eph. v. 4 Filthe or foly speche or

?a1425 (> ?a1350) T. CASTLEFORD Chron. Lear 594 in G. Haselbach & G. Hartmann Festschrift
(1957) 230 (MED) Schruded was be kyng Leir In kynges atyre so rych and fayr, Stuffed wyth

Deacon to assist the Priest.

1587 A. FLEMING et al. Holinshed's Chron. (new ed.) III. 2/2 Requiring at your hands the things
which perteine to peace.

2. intransitive. To relate to; to refer to. Frequently in present
participle in pertaining to. Occasionally twith indirect object
without to (obsolete).

> a1382 Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Bodl. 959) (1959) Exod. iv. 16 Pou, forsob, schall be to hym in pez

1472—3 Rolls of Parl. VI. 52/1 Aunswere..to all such Writte and Writtes..perteynyng any of the
premisses.



a1500 in C. Horstmann Yorkshire Writers (1896) 11. 371 (MED) Desyre not pou to wytte pat pat
perteynyb not to pee.

1526 Bible (Tyndale) 2 Pet.i. 3 All thynges that pertayne vnto Iyfe.

typical of the better rainfall areas of South Australia.

1989 P. LIvELY Passing On xi. 152 Giles was the most self-centred person. Most of what he said

3. intransitive. as pertains to (also as pertaining to): as
regards or concerns, in relation to. Occasionally without to.

1526 Bible (Tyndale) Heb. ix. 9 Gyftes and sacrifises are offered which cannot make them that
minister parfect, as pertaynynge to [1881 R.V. as touching] the conscience.

1568 Bible (Bishops') Rom. ix. 3 My kinsmen as parteyneth to the fleashe.

1614 T. RAVENSCROFT Briefe Disc. Musicke 22 This then is it I had now to say concerning the

1834 M. CONSTABLE Let. 19 Nov. in J. Constable Corr. (1962) 286 Time does not allow of sending

1897 Shetland News 4 Sept. 8/2 Dey're truckit an' laid doon da best rig o' Scots aits perteenin' me.

1955 W.W. DENLINGER Compl. Boston 11. 34 The need for niacinamide, calcium pantothenate and

1998 E. M. MUNG in E. Sinn Last Half Cent. of Chinese Overseas 1. iii. 44 It reveals the advantages

4. intransitive. To apply; to be or remain in place; to continue to
be applicable. Cf. oBTAIN . 7b.
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