Getting a court order for the amount of daycare or medical costs owed.

Use this process if there is already a court order for the parents to split the costs of daycare, uninsured medical expenses, or other expenses.  If there is no court order for the parents to split these costs, you must first get a child support order that includes this.  

Use form FL-300.  This is available at www.courts.ca.gov under “Family Law--Motions and Attachment.”

Fill out the top of FL-300:  Your name, address, and phone number, the name and address of the court, and the case name and case number.  In the box to the left of the case number, check “other” and write in “determine arrears.”  Print and sign your name in the spaces provided (about 2/3 of the way down the page.)

Fill out the top of all sides of FL-300 with the case name and case number.  On Page 1, check the box “Petitioner” if your name is the first name on the case, “Respondent” if your name is second, and “Claimant” if your name is third (e.g. County of Placer v. Robin Jones, Other Parent:  Terry Smith.)

On page 3 of FL-300, in item #8 (other relief) write in:  “Determine arrears for [½ of daycare costs, uninsured medical costs or whatever you are trying to collect] to be $_________. “  Fill in the amount.

On page 4 of FL-300, in item #10, explain how you got the dollar amount you asked for.  Attach receipts showing payment you made.  It’s best if the receipts clearly show the name of the child that the costs were incurred for, so that the other parent can easily see that you aren’t trying to charge for costs that aren’t for the child.  If you run an adding machine tape, attach it.  

Date, print, and sign your name at the bottom of FL-300.  Staple with the receipts attached.  Make 2 copies of this whole package.  File it with the court clerk’s office.  There will be a filing fee ($60) unless you have a fee waiver from the court.  The court clerk will give you back the 2 copies.  You must have one of the copies mailed to the other parent, along with a blank “Responsive Declaration” (FL-320). 

Someone other than you must mail the copy of the motion and the blank responsive declaration to the other parent and sign the proof of service (FL-335).  There are instructions on the back of this form for filling it out.  This must be mailed to the other parent at least 16 court days, plus five calendar days before the court hearing (add five days if the other parent lives in another state).  The best thing to do is to mail it as soon as you file it.

File the proof of service with the court.  Go to the court hearing.

When the judge makes the order, take a copy to DCSS (if you have a DCSS case) or ask the judge to set a payment schedule.

