SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT

OFFICE OF THE FAMILY LAW FACILITATOR
SELF-HELP INTERNET RESOURCES IN FAMILY LAW:
[ENGLISH] (If any web site does not work, please double check your spelling.) 

IN-STATE RESOURCES: 

· Family Law Help: Judicial Council of California, Center for Families, Children and the Courts [www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/]: This division of the California Administration of the Courts provides general and specific information on family law matters. Step-by-step procedures for processing a case in family law are available at this site. The site now has “fill out online and print” Judicial Council forms. These forms will still need to be delivered in person or by mail to the Superior Court Clerk’s Office for filing. Versions of all forms that can only be printed blank (and cannot be completed online) are also available. 
  

· Typing Legal Forms: EZLegalFile [www.EZLegalFile.org] or the Accesslaw website [www.accesslaw.com/forms.html] both allow you to select and type online a Judicial Council legal form. The EZLegalFile site asks you to answer some questions and, based upon your responses, will prepare legal documents for you. You do not have much flexibility in the way that the documents are prepared. The Accesslaw website does not provide instructions or assistance. At both sites, you will be able to type and print a form online. You can save your information at the EZLegalFile site, but not the Accesslaw site. These forms will still need to be delivered in person or by mail to the Superior Court Clerk’s Office for filing. You will also need to pay the appropriate filing fee, if applicable. You can obtain the Santa Barbara County Superior Court’s local forms through the Santa Barbara County Superior Court’s website at www.sbcourts.org/general_info/formslist.htm. 
  

· LawHelpCalifornia.org: [www.lawhelpCalifornia.org] LawHelpCalifornia.org provides clients and advocates with detailed referral information for over 500 legal aid, court-based programs, law libraries and lawyer referral services. The database is searchable by zip code and practice area and includes information regarding intake procedures, languages spoken and eligibility. The site also offers over 700 “know your rights” self-help resources for low and moderate income Californians.
  

· National Document Assembly Server: [www.hotdocs.com] This website (HotDocs) helps people prepare legal documents using programmed “templates.” These templates include preparing a declaration for a domestic violence restraining order and many more.
  

· California Statutes and Bills: [www.leginfo.ca.gov] Go here if you would like to research the California law (also known as “statutes” or “the code”) or to check on the latest status of a bill pending before the California legislature. The sections relating to divorce, custody, visitation and support are all in the "Family Code" under "California Law."
  

· Child Support Help: Santa Barbara County Department of Child Support Services: [www.countyofsb.org/dcss/index.asp]: This is the Santa Barbara County agency that can establish parentage, get or modify child support orders and collect child and spousal support and medical support. The website does not provide tools for modification. You must contact the agency directly for assistance.
  

· Child Support Help: California Department of Child Support Services: [www.childsup.cahwnet.gov]: This site is designed to explain how the State of California and California counties can help you with child support issues.
  

· General Legal Information: [www.calbar.org]: The State Bar of California provides consumer education pamphlets in print or online. Some titles include: "How Can I Find and Hire the Right Lawyer?" "What Should I Know about Divorce and Custody?" "Can the Law Protect Me from Domestic Violence?" "What Can I Do if I Can't Pay My Debts?"
  

· Options for Divorce in California: The Family Law Section of the State Bar of California offers an on-line version of a brochure regarding options for proceeding with divorce in California. Go to www.calbar.org/famlaw and follow the instructions for viewing.
  

· Additional Legal Resources: Legal Aid Foundation of Santa Barbara County [www.lafsbc.org/]: This non-profit agency provides free legal services to low-income residents and seniors in Santa Barbara. It has an excellent page on legal internet resources www.lafsbc.org/link.html
  

· Additional Legal Resources: Nolo Press [www.nolo.com] is a for profit business that helps individuals representing themselves by providing information and legal forms to accomplish simple legal tasks. Their products, or other up-to-date products created by other publishers specifically for California, are a good resource to get additional family-law related information while you are getting help from Family Court Services.
  

· Santa Barbara County Superior Court’s Local Rules, Filing Fees and Tentative Rulings: The Santa Barbara County Superior Court [www.sbcourts.org] local rules related to family law can be found at www.sbcourts.org/general_info/court_rules_toc.htm. The schedule of Filing Fees for the Santa Barbara County Superior Court can be found at www.sbcourts.org/general_info/fees/ and Santa Barbara Superior Court Tentative Rulings can be found at www.sbcourts.org/tentativeruling/ 

OUT-OF-STATE RESOURCES:
· Consumer’s Guide to Legal Help on the Internet: [www.abanet.org/legalservices/public.html]: This American Bar Association Web site can help you find self-help and legal information Web sites in many states. The site can also help you locate free and low-cost legal help in other States.
  

· National Resources for Self-Represented Litigants: [www.LawHelp.org]. This site contains information that helps people with low or moderate incomes to find legal resources.

ESPAÑOL (Si un sitio Web no trabaja, compruebe su deletreo.)

· Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California: [www.sucorte.ca.gov]: Este sitio Web le ayudará a encontrar ayuda e información, trabajar mejor con un abogado y en algunos asuntos legales le ayudará a representarse a sí mismo.

  

· Familias y Ninos: [www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol/familia]: Este sitio Web le ayudará a encontrar información sobre: Divorcio, separación legal y anulación, Custodia y visitación, Manutención de los hijos y del cónyuge, Paternidad, Adopción, Corte de menores de edad: Introducción, Dependencia de menores (Abuso y descuido), Delincuencia de menores, Emancipación, Educación especial, Tutela (Corte testamentaria), Familias y niños: Enlaces, Familias y niños: Preguntas y respuestas, Familias y niños: Formularios e instrucciones.
  

· Recurson Legales: [www.fresnosuperiorcourt.org/family/sshc_spanish.php] La Corte Superior del Condado de Fresno, ha establecido el Centro de Recursos Legales - Spanish Self-Help Center - que a la fecha ya ha resultado ser todo un éxito. Este programa subsidiado tiene como objetivos principales proveer educación y acceso equitativo al sistema judicial para litigantes de habla hispana sin abogado. Centro de Recursos Legales le puede ayudar dandole información e instrucción en español para mostrarle como llinar las formas legales de los casos más comunes en asunto civil.
  

· Additional Legal Resources: Legal Aid Foundation of Santa Barbara County: [www.lafsbc.org/spanish.html]: La Fundación de Asistencia Legal es una corporación privada no lucrativa, fundada por La Asociación de Abogados del Condado de Santa Barbara, para proveer servicios legales gratuitos a personas de bajos ingresos y de edad avanzada, ya los sobrevivientes de violencia domèstica.
  

· The State Bar of California: [www.calbar.org]: The State Bar of California tiene folletos seleccionadas en español que pueden servir de una guía para tomar decisiones legales. Para más información, llame el teléfono directo de la información del consumidor: 888-875-LAWS (888-875-5297). 
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