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Domestic Violence—Family Law Interpreter Program
The Domestic Violence—Family Law Interpreter Program is an initiative designed to provide assistance to trial courts in funding interpreter services for litigants with limited English proficiency in cases where domestic violence or elder abuse protective orders have been issued or are being sought and in general family law cases. In the support of this initiative, the Judicial Council of California has authorized an allocation of $1.75 million per year for the program with funds made available through the Trial Court Improvement Fund. The program staff at the Administrative Office of the Courts, Center for Families, Children & the Courts, is responsible for reporting and making recommendations to the council and its Family and Juvenile Law Advisory Committee.

Background
In 1998, the California Legislature enacted Family Code section 3032, which directed the Judicial Council to establish a state-funded one-year pilot project to appoint interpreters in specified child custody and domestic violence proceedings in at least two counties, including Los Angeles. (Assem. Bill 1884; Stats. 1998, ch. 981.)

In January 2000, the Judicial Council established the Family Law Interpreter Pilot Program (FLIPP), a one-year project that ran from January through December 2000, with funding of $1 million in the Budget Act. Seven courts participated in FLIPP: Fresno, Los Angeles, Sacramento, Santa Clara, San Francisco, Stanislaus, and Ventura Counties. FLIPP made funding available for certified and registered interpreters in family law cases.

When the project was completed, the study found consensus among judicial officers in the pilot counties that interpretation of family and domestic violence proceedings was a fundamental factor contributing to the quality of justice in their courts. The Judicial Council recommended that the Legislature fund interpreting branchwide as provided in the pilot program.

For the full version of the council’s report to the Legislature, please visit www.courtinfo.ca.gov/programs/cfcc/pdffiles/FLIPP.PDF.
Funding for Trial Courts

Because of the benefits found in the FLIPP, since 2001 the Judicial Council of California has authorized $1.6 million annually for courts to provide interpreters for litigants with limited English proficiency (LEP) in family law cases where domestic violence protective orders have been issued or are being sought (the program). Starting in fiscal year 2005–2006, the program was expanded to encompass general family law cases and elder abuse protective order cases.
Courts may utilize program funds to provide interpreters in court hearings, family law facilitator sessions, court-connected self-help sessions, and family court services mediation sessions, and to pay for interpreter coordinator services.

All trial courts are eligible to apply for funding, with allocations based on annual expenditures for interpreter services in criminal and juvenile cases, expenditures in prior grant years, and courts’ stated expectations of need.

In fiscal year 2006–2007, funds were allotted to 36 courts.
Impact of the Program

Prior to fiscal year 2005–2006, funds were limited to use in domestic violence cases. Courts’ progress reports indicate that the program responds to a critical need to provide access for LEP litigants who need the protection of, or are responding to a request for, a restraining order and related child custody orders. Program reports indicate improved courtroom efficiency and reductions in additional hearings. 

The lack of qualified interpreters is a formidable barrier to access to justice. According to one court, “Without the grant, approximately 70% of the litigants in the Domestic Violence Family Law court would be forced to bring their own interpreters . . . . One of the greatest fears, however, would be that many of the victims would give up and not pursue the restraining orders after the initial ex parte (order) if they failed to obtain an interpreter . . . .”

The court noted, “The grant enabled our DV court to have a Spanish interpreter readily available, rather than having to wait a long period of time . . . . This benefits the parties who do not have to wait as long[.]”
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