HELPFUL INTERNET SITES
FOR PROBATE

Court Web Sites
San Bernardino County:  http://www.sbcounty.gov/courts/
Provides link to EZ file and Judicial Council Forms

San Diego County:
http://www.sdcourt.ca.gov/portal/page?_pageid=53,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL 
Provides link to EZ file and California Court Self Help Information 

Santa Clara County:
 http://www.scselfservice.org/default.htm
Provides a very good discussion geared to self-represented litigants regarding the probate process, including guardianships, conservators, and LPS.  Amazing list of resources and referrals to community programs, which should be a model for all counties when compiling similar resource lists.
Los Angeles County Local Probate Rules:

http://www.lasuperiorcourt.org/courtrules/Chapter10-1.htm
Provides their local rules, which also includes some explanation and case law.
California Courts with Internet Sites:
http://members.aol.com/ChrisValle/courts.htm
Provides a link to each county court system which has a website.

Form Web Sites
EZ Legal File:  http://www.ezlegalfile.com/index.jsp
It is an interactive program to help people fill out legal forms for guardianships.

Judicial Council Forms:
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/forms/
Forms provided as Adobe Acrobat documents and may be filled out electronically.

Judicial Council Self-Help for Guardians:
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/family/guardianship/
Provides information for self represented litigants.  The gold standard for virtual self help centers.  Many counties are simply hyperlinking to the AOC’s page, rather than trying to create their own pages.
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California:

http://www.SuCorte.ca.gov or http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/espanol
AOC’s online self help center in Spanish
Information Web Sites
State Bar of California (member search):
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/state/calbar/calbar_generic.jsp?sCategoryPath=/Home/Attorney%20Resources/Attorney%20Search

You can look up a person to see if they are licensed and if so, their current status.

Serranus:

    http://serranus.courtinfo.ca.gov   A CJER site that requires a login and password.  It includes information regarding education programs offered by CJER and the AOC.  Online classes are also available.

National College for Probate Judges

www.ncpj.org    This is national website for probate judges, and administrators.  It contains some great articles and resources.
Merck Manual:

www.merck.com/mrkshared/mmanual/home.jsp.  This site is great for looking up strange medications and diagnosis associated with review of conservatorships.  

 

Alexandria Law Library:

www.alexandrialawlibrary.com   This is a virtual law library put together for use by judges, commissioners, and staff throughout California.  It offers simplified web-based research which focuses on the court's needs.  Great links to Judicial Council, Court Rules and other commonly used sites.

Introduction to the Probate Code, by Professor Lowell Turrentine of Stanford University Law School
http://www.sandiego.edu/lrc/probate.html
Traces the roots back to Commodore Sloat's raising of the American flag at Monterey on July 7, 1846 and discusses California’s first Probate Code passed in 1931 through its later amendments, along with a suggestion for future changes.

Example of commercial web site (AAA Law firm): http://www.californiaprobatelaw.com/FAQ.htm
Includes answers to frequently asked questions, like “Why do some people make going through probate sound as painful as having a root canal?”

Probate Jokes:
http://www.lawyer-jokes.us/modules/news/article.php?storyid=121
No description needed.

