
STEPS WHEN TELLING YOUR SIDE OF THE STORY TO THE JUDGE:

1. The clerk or judge may ask you to spell your name.

2. Immediately afterward, ask the Judge:


Your Honor, may I begin?

3. Then start:


“Your Honor, I believe that I have at least one good defense.

4. My defense or defenses are:
A._____________________________________

B._____________________________________

C._____________________________________

D._____________________________________

    NOW THAT YOU HAVE TOLD THE JUDGE WHAT YOUR DEFENSES ARE IN 1 OR 2 WORDS –then repeat your first defense to the judge.


Your Honor:

· I have photos to show my bad conditions [SHOW YOUR PHOTOS, ONE BY ONE]

· I have rent receipts or money order stubs or checks to show that I do not owe as much as the landlord says that I owe [SHOW YOUR RENT RECEIPTS OR PROOF THAT YOU HAVE PAID THE RENT THE LANDLORD SAID THAT YOU DID NOT PAY].

· I tried or did pay the rent within the 3 days.  This is my story.  [TELL THE JUDGE A LOT OF DETAILS, WHAT TIME DID YOU TRY TO PAY THE RENT, WHERE WERE YOU WHEN YOU TRIED TO PAY THE RENT, AND AS MANY OTHER DETAILS AS YOU CAN REMEMBER]

· The 3 Day notice does not say the name and address and telephone number and hours to pay the rent as required by law.

My second defense is:

· I have photos to show my bad conditions [SHOW YOUR PHOTOS, ONE BY ONE]

· I have rent receipts or money order stubs or checks to show that I do not owe as much as the landlord says that I owe [SHOW YOUR RENT RECEIPTS OR PROOF THAT YOU HAVE PAID THE RENT THE LANDLORD SAID THAT YOU DID NOT PAY].

· I tried or did pay the rent within the 3 days.  This is my story.  [TELL THE JUDGE A LOT OF DETAILS, WHAT TIME DID YOU TRY TO PAY THE RENT, WHERE WERE YOU WHEN YOU TRIED TO PAY THE RENT, AND AS MANY OTHER DETAILS AS YOU CAN REMEMBER]

· The 3 Day notice does not say the name and address and telephone number and hours to pay the rent as required by law.
My third defense is:

· I have photos to show my bad conditions [SHOW YOUR PHOTOS, ONE BY ONE]

· I have rent receipts or money order stubs or checks to show that I do not owe as much as the landlord says that I owe [SHOW YOUR RENT RECEIPTS OR PROOF THAT YOU HAVE PAID THE RENT THE LANDLORD SAID THAT YOU DID NOT PAY].

· I tried or did pay the rent within the 3 days.  This is my story.  [TELL THE JUDGE A LOT OF DETAILS, WHAT TIME DID YOU TRY TO PAY THE RENT, WHERE WERE YOU WHEN YOU TRIED TO PAY THE RENT, AND AS MANY OTHER DETAILS AS YOU CAN REMEMBER]

· The 3 Day notice does not say the name and address and telephone number and hours to pay the rent as required by law.

If you believe that there is another reason why the landlord is trying to evict you, then you can tell the judge:

Your Honor:

5. The real reason why the landlord IS TRYING TO EVICT ME:

· Because I complained about conditions.  Tell the Judge when the most recent time that you complained about the conditions (needs to be within at least the last 4-6 months.)

· Because I pay less rent than a new tenant would pay for my apartment – TELL THE JUDGE HOW MUCH YOU PAY AND HOW MUCH RENT THAT YOU BELIEVE A NEW TENANT WOULD HAVE TO PAY FOR YOUR APARTMENT—AND WHERE YOU GOT THAT INFORMATION. 

· Other reason:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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