Your letter should be printed on court letterhead and formatted as

follows: 

(Date)        

Hon. Carole Migden

Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

State Capitol, Room 2206

Sacramento, California  95814 

Re:  SB 56 (Dunn) - Support


Trial court judgeships and subordinate judicial officers (SJO)conversions

Dear Senator Migden:

*
Open with a general statement of your support for passage of SB 56 (Dunn) by the Appropriations Committee.

*
Provide your perspective of how the shortage of judges affects your local court

*
Describe how their constituents - users of your court's programs and services - are affected by the shortage of judges

*
Include any impacts that are unique to courts in your county/the legislator's district (e.g. extreme population growth or other critical factors). 

*
Urge the committee/legislator(s) to take action this year to address the immediate need for new judgeships, and ask for their help in putting a multi-year plan in place to begin addressing the critical shortage of judicial resources. 

*
In closing, "respectfully request" the committee/legislator's support to ensure that access to justice is preserved and that the 150 judgeships are created this year. 

Sincerely,

Presiding Judge's




Executive Officer's

signature block




signature block

cc:   Members of the Appropriations Committee

 
Senator (First Last), ___ Senate District (your local member) Assembly 
Member (First Last), __ Assembly District (your local member)

 
Kathleen Howard, Administrative Office of the Courts, Office of 
Governmental Affairs

