  HELP!!!!  I CAN’T FIND THE DEFENDANT!
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After you file your Summons and Complaint you must have the documents delivered (served) to the defendant.  You cannot serve the documents yourself! Anyone over the age of 18 can do this for you.   Your case will not move forward until the defendant is served.  If you cannot find the Defendant, you can do one of the following:
Substituted Service

If you cannot serve the Defendant in person, you can serve another adult in the home.  This is called “Substituted Service”.    

YOU MUST ATTEMPT TO PERSONALLY SERVE THE DEFENDANT NAMED IN YOUR CASE.  
The person serving your documents must make at least THREE ATTEMPTS TO SERVE YOUR DOCUMENTS!  You must show the court the attempts made.  You do this by filling out the Declaration re:  Diligence to Effect Personal Service.  
This form will need to be attached to your original Proof of Service.  A copy of the Summons and Complaint should also be mailed to the Defendant.  On your proof of service you will give a brief description of the person you left the documents with (example:  adult male).
Posting and Mailing

If you cannot serve the Defendant in person, and, there is no other adult in the home to serve, you can ask the Court for permission to “Post” a copy of the Summons and Complaint on the door, or, other noticeable area of the Defendant’s home. 

YOU MUST ATTEMPT TO PERSONALLY SERVE THE DEFENDANT NAMED IN YOUR CASE.  
The person serving your documents must make at least THREE ATTEMPTS TO SERVE YOUR DOCUMENTS!  You must show the court the attempts made.   You do this by filling out the Application and Order to Post Summons and Complaint.  
This form will need to be filed, and, signed by the Judge before you can post the Summons and Complaint.  There is a $20.00 fee to serve by posting.  Attach a copy to your original Proof of Service.  A copy of the Summons and Complaint should also be mailed (certified) to the Defendant.

