PETITION TO ESTABLISH PARENTAL RELATIONSHIP

GENERAL INFORMATION

A Petition to Establish Parental Relationship (FL-200) is used for individuals who were not married to the other parent of their child.  The Petition will establish the two parties as the parents of the children named and will allow you to obtain orders about child custody, visitation, and/or child support.

Legal Terms Of Custody Defined

· “Physical Custody” means that the child is living primarily with the person who has  physical custody of the child.
· “Legal Custody” means, generally, the right and responsibility to make decisions about the child’s health, education, and welfare.
· “Sole Physical Custody” means that the child shall reside with and under the supervision of one parent, subject to the power of the court to order visitation.
· “Joint Physical Custody” means that each parent has significant periods of physical custody.  It does not mean equal time.
· “Sole Legal Custody” means that one parent shall have the right and responsibility to make decisions about the child’s health, education, and welfare.
· “Joint Legal Custody” means both parents share the right and responsibility to make decisions about the child’s health, education, and welfare.
You will need the following documents:

· Petition to Establish Parental Relationship (FL-200)

This document is your request to determine the two parties as the parents of the child/children listed along with establishing issues of child custody, visitation, and/or child support.  You will want to make sure this form is filled out completely and accurately to make sure the Court knows exactly what you are requesting.

· Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment (FL-311)

This attachment is used when you have child custody and/or visitation issues that require more information that what is provided in the Petition.

· Children’s Holiday Schedule Attachment (FL-341(C))

This attachment is mentioned in the Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment and you MUST check the appropriate box on Form FL-311 to use this form.  The attachment provides you will a detailed list of holidays so that you can determine who will have visitation for certain holidays.

· Additional Provisions-Physical Custody Attachment (FL-341(D))

This attachment is mentioned in the Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment and you MUST check the appropriate box on Form FL-311 to use this form.  The attachment provides you with the ability to address additional issues about physical custody.

· Joint Legal Custody Attachment (FL-341(E))

This attachment is mentioned in the Child Custody and Visitation Application Attachment and you MUST check the appropriate box on Form FL-311 to use this form.  The attachment provides you with the opportunity to deal with specific issues about legal custody.
· Summons (FL-210)

This notifies the other party that he/she is being sued and also contains some standard restraining orders that apply TO BOTH OF YOU.  

· Declaration Under UCCJEA (FL-105)

This form provides the Court with where the child has been living for the past five years in addition to giving the Court information on any other cases or claims that may exist.  This form only needs to be filled out by those parties WHO HAVE CHILDREN.

· Proof of Service of Summons (FL-115)

This form is very important because it decides the date when the Court has jurisdiction over the other party.

· Response (FL-220)

DO NOT FILL THIS OUT AND DO NOT FILE THIS FORM.  You are required to provide this form to the other party when you serve him/her with your other documents.

The filing fee for a Petition to Establish Parental Relationship is $______________.  If you qualify, you can fill out an Application for Waiver of Court Fees and Costs.

