RESPONSE TO PETITION (FAMILY LAW)

GENERAL INFORMATION

The purpose of a Response to Petition (FL-120) is to provide you an opportunity to respond to a Petition for Dissolution of Marriage, Legal Separation, or Nullity.  A Response allows an individual to object to anything in the Petition and make requests about property, child custody, and/or child visitation.  Along with the Petition, you will also be served with a Summons.  It is important to read the STANDARD RESTRAINING ORDERS on the back of the Summons as these will apply to you once you have been served.  Furthermore, you should also be provided with a MINUTE ORDER that provides you with your first court date.  Pay attention to this MINUTE ORDER and the court date so that you know when and where you must appear.

You have thirty (30) days from the DATE YOU WERE SERVED to respond to the Petition.  If you DO NOT RESPOND within the thirty (30) days, the other party has the right to request a Default Judgment because of your failure to respond and the Court may grant everything requested in the Petition.

You will need the following:

· FL-120
Response to Petition (Family Law)
· FL-335     Proof of Service by Mail
· A Waiver of Court Fees OR pay the filing fee

