QUESTIONS YOU MAY WANT TO ASK WHEN 

CONSULTING A PRIVATE ATTORNEY

· What is your experience in this field?  Have you handled matters like mine before?

· What are the possible outcomes?

· How long do you expect this matter to take?

· How will you keep me informed as the case progresses?

· Will anyone else be working on my case?

· How do you charge—hourly, a fixed fee or on contingency?

· What other expenses will there be, and how are they calculated?

· What is a ballpark figure for my total bill?

· Will you put your estimates in writing?

· How often will I be billed?

· Will you agree to a mandatory arbitration if we can’t settle a dispute?

· How can you help me?  Can I do some of the work?  What other information do you need?

· What are my alternatives?  Are arbitration or mediation appropriate?

Source:  Consumer Reports magazine

