SUMMARY DISSOLUTION – AN EASIER WAY TO GET DIVORCED

(All Excerpts Below Appear on the California Courts Self-Help Center at http://www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp/)

Summary dissolution (divorce) is easier and faster than regular divorce.

DO YOU QUALIFY FOR A SUMMARY DISSOLUTION?

To qualify for a summary dissolution you must meet ALL of the following requirements:

You and your spouse:

· Have been married LESS THAN 5 YEARS on the date you file your Joint Petition for Summary Dissolution of Marriage;

· Have NO children together that were adopted or born before or during the marriage (and the wife is NOT PREGNANT NOW);

· Do NOT own or have an interest in any real estate (house, condominium, rental property, land, or a 1-year lease or option to buy);

· Do NOT owe more than $5,000 for debts acquired since the date of your marriage (do not count auto loans);

· Have LESS THAN $33,000 worth of property acquired during the marriage (do not count money you owe on the property or auto loans);

· Do NOT have separate property worth more than $33,000 (do not count money you owe on the property or auto loans);

· Agree that NEITHER spouse will ever get spousal support;

· Must have both sign the Joint Petition and pay the court filing fees or get a fee waiver from both parties;

· Have signed an agreement that divides your property and debts before filing the Joint Petition for Summary Dissolution of Marriage; AND
· AT LEAST ONE spouse has to have lived in California for the last 6 months and in the county where you plan to file for the last 3 months.

If you meet the above requirements, you can continue to look at the rest of the imformation.
