ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR MODIFICATION OF CUSTODY AND VISITATION WITH TEMPORARY ORDERS

MEDIATION PROCEDURES IN SUTTER COUNTY

When you request a hearing date from the court regarding the issues of child custody and/or visitation, you are Court ordered to attend mediation.  

Mediation is the confidential process whereby the parents meet with a trained mediator to work out an agreement as to custody/visitation/parenting plan issues, and all California courts require it in cases where a hearing on those issues has been set.  If the parents can come to an agreement regarding a parenting plan, the mediator will write up the agreement and it will likely become the Court’s order.

In Sutter County, mediation is broken into two steps.  Each parent must attend a mediation “ORIENTATION” session before a mediation appointment can be set.  In general, Mediation Orientation must be attended EVERY SIX MONTHS.  The purpose of orientation is to explain mediation, and prepare each parent for the mediation process so that they will know what to expect and what is expected of them.

Either parent can schedule the mediation appointment after orientation has been completed.  It is best to have an idea of what days and/or times would be good for both parents.  The mediation appointment will need to be confirmed as a good date and time for each parent.  Sometimes it takes several attempts to come up with a date that will work for both parents.  Occasionally, it is not possible to complete the mediation process prior to the hearing date.  In that case, the parents can attend the hearing date will most likely be continued to allow mediation to be completed.

If mediation fails and the parents do not reach an agreement, the Court may order that a custody evaluation be done.  Each parent would then be given a custody evaluation questionnaire, and the case referred to a trained court investigator.  The investigator’s job is to interview the parents, the child(ren) if appropriate, the school, doctor, neighbors, or anyone else deemed appropriate, and complete an evaluation of the custody situation as it exists.  The investigator then makes a report to the court based upon that investigation, and the court will consider that evaluation when making any orders for custody/visitation.

Sutter County does not charge a fee for mediation, but there is a fee for the investigation that is usually ordered split by the parents.  Other counties may charge for mediation services, and their procedures regarding evaluation and investigation may vary.

