CHECKLIST FOR FILING A PETITION FOR VISITATION
IN A GUARDIANSHIP

□
Complete Application for Fee Waiver packet if necessary

□
Complete the Petition for Visitation and necessary attachments.  It is suggested 
that you provide a proposed visitation schedule with the Petition, and with the 
proposed Order, in the event there is an agreement with your request. 
□
Complete the caption section of the Proposed Order

□
A Notice of Hearing must accompany the papers.  The hearing on your Petition for 
visitation must be held no sooner than 15 days from the date that the Guardian or 
other party is served.   Add another 5 days (20 days) for the Notice to be served by 
mail.  Guardianship hearings in Butte County are held Wednesdays at 1:30 pm.
Copies:

Make one copy of the application/order for fee waiver.  This is confidential and will not be served on other parties.

Make 2 copies of your Petition and submit the original and two copies to the clerk for filing.  Take the original and one copy of your proposed order to the clerk.  The Proposed order will not be filed until after the hearing. 

Prior to the hearing, file the Notice of Hearing with the completed proof(s) of service.

Go To The Hearing:

At the hearing, the court may send the parties to a VIP mediation if a mediator is available, or it may schedule a regular mediation session.  If no agreement is reached at the first hearing, a regular mediation will be scheduled.  A second court date will be reset for a date after the formal mediation takes place.

If an agreement is reached between the parties, or the Guardian agrees with your proposed visitation schedule, it will be adopted by the court as an order if the Court determines that it is in the best interests of the child or children.

