ESTABLISHING A BIRTH RECORD

Congratulations!  You have just given birth to your new baby and within hours you will be expected to complete a document to establish a birth record of your child.  The document will include your baby’s name as well as information about the birth parents.

You may be tired, confused, in pain and not in the best shape to complete a legal document.  Yet, what you write on your form is lasting and will be a permanent birth record for your child.  In most cases, any later change to that form will require a court order in civil or family courts.   Whether it be a change based on a new preference of name for your child or possible corrections to the birth parents facts.

PLAN AHEAD AND GATHER IMPORTANT FACTS:

The birth record needs to list the following information:

1.
Name of Child

2.
Sex of Child

3.
Date of birth of the child

4.
Name of Child’s father and place of father’s birth 

5.
Name of mother and place of mother’s birth

Name of Child

The form will have a section for the child’s First, Middle and Last names.  The first name of your child is the name you and others will call your child.  Make sure it is spelled correctly and print neatly.  Your child does not need to have a middle name.  Middle names are optional.  Sometimes people choose a companion name like “Mary Rose”, or a maternal or paternal last name for the middle name.  You can choose any name, or no name.

In many cultures the child’s last name listed on the birth record is the father’s family name, but that is optional.  You can use the mother’s last name or you can use both the mother’s last name and the father’s last name with a hyphen, such as “Gonzales-Reyes.”  What you decide is up to you, just be sure it’s exactly what you want as a permanent record.  To change it later will require a court order to do so.

If you have any doubt or concerns about how to name your child, talk to relatives, counselors, attorneys or friends.  Do that before your child is born to help you decide and plan ahead.

Sex of Child

If your child is a boy, list “M” for male.   If you have a girl, list “F” for female.  If your child is intersex (has genitals of both a male and female) you will still need to decide on what sex to list on the birth record.  Ask your doctor which sex the child is most likely to identify with as he or she grows up.  Sometimes the amount of androgens the child’s brain has been exposed to will help to determine whether the child will feel more masculine or feminine.  Surgery does NOT determine how the child will feel in terms of gender.  Before agreeing to surgery for intersex children check the web site for Intersex Society of North America at www.isna.org.

Date of Birth of the Child

List the month, day and year your child is born and print neatly.  Make sure all the numbers you list are correct.

Name of the Child’s Father and Place of Father’s Birth

The name of the father is listed on the birth record as First, Middle and Last.  Make sure it is spelled correctly and that it agrees with the father’s name as listed on his other legal documents.  

If you are married to your child’s father, you usually list his name.  If you are not, it is an option to list.  However, if you are NOT married and you do wish to list the father’s name he must also complete a Voluntary Declaration of Paternity and sign the information record with you.  List the State of father’s birth and the father’s date of birth.

Name of the Child’s Mother and Place of Mother’s Birth

The name of the mother is listed on the birth record as First, Middle and Last (Maiden).  In other words, her last name on the birth record would be the last name given to her at her birth.  Make sure it is spelled correctly.  List the State of mother’s birth and the mother’s date of birth.

FINALLY:

Make sure to review the form carefully to correct any mistakes.  Look closely at the child’s last name to make sure it is in the box for last name and not in the box for the child’s middle name.  

Once your birth record is registered with the County Recorder it generally requires a court order to change it.  This might require either a Civil Petition For Change of Name or a Petition to Establish Parentage in the family courts.  Both matters require several steps before a judge can sign a Decree Changing Name or Judgment (Uniform Parentage).  If a parent wants to file either case the other parent must be served with the court papers before a judge can sign the decree or order.  This may be a problem if you lose contact with the other parent over the course of the years.

We hope you consider all this information before you make a final decision on your child’s name.  Finally, keep your child’s best interests in mind when making your choice.
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