
HOW TO:
Access different sources of information to find out where the person you want to sue lives or works.

WHEN TO USE:
· You need to serve Court forms and want ideas about how to find the other party.

Self-Help Center/Family Law Facilitator’s Office
Superior Court, County of Santa Clara

99 Notre Dame Avenue, San Jose, CA  95113

(408) 882-2926
www.scscourt.org
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Personal Contacts

· Family (parents, cousins, grandparents, brother or sisters, etc)
· Friends 
· Last place where other party lived (call or mail papers to last known address)
· Last place where other party worked (call or visit)

Directories

· Telephone Directory
· Yellow Pages

· White Pages

· 411

· Area code plus 555-1212 for all areas where the person might possibly live and ask if there is a listing. If you get phone number not the address, call the number from outside the calling area so it appears on your phone bill as a long distance call. Once your bill comes you can call your phone company. Tell them you don’t recognize the number and want to find out to whom the call was made. The representative will trace the call. Usually you will be told the name under which the number is listed and the person’s address, unless it’s an unlisted number.

· Reverse Telephone Directory you can find this directory at your main public library or online by entering the telephone number into a search engine, (see address below).
· www.reversephonedirectory.com
· Look up information about an address
· www.zillow.com
· www.domania.com
· Internet browsers that have a people search function. Put in other party’s name in the search fields below, and see what you can come up with.

· www.zabasearch.org
· www.google.com
· www.peoplefinders.com
· www.switchboard.com
· www.argali.com: searches white and yellow pages, reverse directories (if you know the telephone number or address only), email addresses and more. To use this page, you will have to download a program from the website (it’s free).
· www.searchenginez.com/findpeople.html

· www.anywho.com: searches white and yellow pages, toll-free directories and reverse directories (if you know the telephone number only.)
· www.clerkrecordersearch.org
· www.bigfoot.com: searches white and yellow pages and email addresses.
· www.sccgov.org/ari/home
· www.searchsystems.net: Searches a variety of public records on the Internet.
· www.bop.gov: Use the inmate locator to search the federal Bureau of Prisons to see if you’re missing debtor in an inmate in a federal penitentiary.
· www.infospace.com: Searches white pages directories, yellow page directories, reverse directories and email addresses.
· www.411locate.com: Searches white and yellow pages, email addresses and public records. Some searches are free, others cost money.
· www.skipease.com: Provides links to dozens of search engines, websites and resources.
· www.informus.com: This employment screening company searches driving records, criminal records and credit reports.
· www.peoplefind.com/default.htm: Searches public records, criminal records, public records, credit reports, post office boxes and more.
· www.knowx.com: Allows you to search for liens, bankruptcies and assets, as well as public records, licenses, addresses and telephone numbers.
· www.usinterlink.com: Searches for unlisted telephone numbers, cell phone numbers and addresses.
County Offices

· County Clerk-Recorder
· If the other party owns property or a business in the County of Santa Clara. (If they have property in another county, they need to check in that county.)
· Maintains a listing of property owners by name and location of property owned.
· Also has a listing of fictitious business name statements.  These are names that people use to run their business. (ex. Joe Smith doing business as (dba) Acme Tires)  Check the computer listing to get the certificate number. Use the number to find the certificate in the files.  The certificate has the owner’s name and address. 
               Clerk-Recorder’s Office

408-299-5665, M-F, 9 am – 4 pm
www.clerkrecordersearch.org
East Wing, First floor 70 West Hedding Street (at First Street) San Jose CA 95110

· Voter Registration Records 
· Contact the registrar of voters for the city in which you suspect they live. If they registered to vote, the listing will include the name, address, phone number, birthdate, party affiliation and date of registration. If they have moved within the same county, the registrar will have the new address.  

· Even if they aren’t registered voter, you might find contact information for relatives with the same last name-assuming the name isn’t too common.
· County Assessor’s Office
· If the other party owns property in the County of Santa Clara. (If they have property in another county, they need to check in that county.)

· The tax rolls list the names and addresses of property owners in this County
County Assessor’s Office
70 West Hedding Street, East Wing San Jose, Ca 95110
Office Hours 8-5 (408)299-5500
Other

· Call State of California Corrections Department to see if the other party is incarcerated.
· 916-445-6713  

· If the person was ever on probation, contact the Probation department in city where the other party was placed on probation
· Credit Reports

· A credit report includes a debtor’s name, address, phone number, social security number and date of birth, as well as credit history and possibly employment information. A credit bureau might provide a copy of their credit report if you state that you need the information for a legitimate business purpose, such as debt collection (Civil Code §1785.11(a)(3)(F)).
· U.S. Post Office

· If they have moved and left a forwarding address, the post office will provide it to you. Send a request to the post office that serves the zip code where they used to live. Even if an Internet search of change of address directories came up empty, this request might turn up something those directories are updated infrequently.

· If you have a post office box number for them, the post office will release the street address and phone number of the box holder only if the box is listed in the name of a business. Some post offices will give you this information over the phone, but usually you will have to request it in writing. You do not have to explain why you want the information.
· Although the court may not require an applicant to search for records that the public is prohibited by law or by agency policy to access, you should still contact the Voter Registrar’s Office, DMV, and Post Office to see if they’ll provide information about the other party, or tell you that they are not registered to vote here.
FINDING THE OTHER PARTY


(Small Claims Court)











June 14, 20____


Postmaster


San Jose, CA 95113





Dear Postmaster:





I am enclosing a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Please provide me with the forwarding address on file for: 	Allan Weaver


	234 W. Street	


	San Jose, CA 95113


Sincerely, 


Sign Your Name


Print Your Name
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