GUARDIANSHIP NOTIFICATION

WHO, WHAT, HOW & WHY….

The law requires that you properly notify certain people who may be affected by your request for guardianship.  It is important that all those who are entitled to know about the court hearing for appointment of a guardian of a minor be given notice of the hearing date.  Notice must be given no less than 15 days before your court date.*

If you show up on the day of your hearing and you have not given proper notice of the court hearing your request to be appointed guardian may be denied.

*If you cannot locate a parent read the court booklet on how to prepare a Due Diligence Declaration to request a waiver of notice. 

WHO MUST BE NOTIFIED:

If you are a relative of this minor you must notify the following:

· The minor’s parents (mother and father)

· The minor, if he/she is 12 years of age or older

· Relatives of the minor to the second degree
(Grandparents, adult siblings, aunts and uncles)

· Ventura County Human Services Agency

(Relative and Non-Relative Guardians)

· California Department of Social Services

(Non-Relative Guardians)

WHAT IS SERVED AND HOW:

Personal Service:

A copy of the Petition for Appointment of Guardian of a Minor and Notice of Hearing-Guardianship must be personally served on the minor’s mother, father and the minor if 12 years of age or older.

Service By Mail:

A copy of the Notice of Hearing-Guardianship must be served by mail on the minor’s grandparents, adult siblings, aunts and uncles and the Social Services Agencies (local and/or state).

YOU CANNOT SERVE THE PAPERS YOURSELF.  Service must be done by a person 18 years or older and not a party to the case.  You can have a friend or co-worker serve the papers, or pay the sheriff or a registered process server to do the service.  The person serving the papers must complete the “proof of service”.  Make sure the proof of service is on file with the court prior to your hearing date.

WHY:

Probate Code Sections §§1511, 1516 and 1542 require notice of the Petition For Appointment of Guardian be given before the court can grant the “Order For Appointment of Guardian of a Minor”.

For assistance you can go to the Superior Court, County of Ventura Self-Help Legal Access Centers in the following locations:

800 South Victoria Avenue, Ventura-CA

1500 Colonia Road, Suite #20, Oxnard-CA

3855 “F” Alamo, Simi Valley-CA

Please call (805) 654-3962 or (805) 483-4842 for hours of service or for more information.
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