How Child Support is Calculated (and Other Frequently Asked Questions)
1.  How is child support calculated?  California has a statewide formula (called a child support guideline) for figuring out how much child support should be paid.  If parents can’t agree on child support, the judge will decide the child support amount based on the guideline calculation.  Absent unusual circumstances, a judge has to follow the guideline amount.

The guideline calculation takes into account the following:

· How much money the parents earn or can earn,

· How much other income each parent receives,

· How many children the parents have together,

· How much time each parent spends with the children of their relationship,

· The appropriate tax filing status of each parent,

· The amount of support being paid for children from another relationship,

· Health insurance premiums,

· Mandatory union dues,

· Mandatory retirement contributions,

· Other special hardships either parent may have.

Child support can also include:

· Child care so a parent can work or get job training,
· Children’s healthcare not covered by insurance,

· Travel expenses for visitation,

· Educational expenses or other special needs of the child(ren).

Your personal living expenses, such as rent, utilities, food, clothing, car payment, or other obligations, 
are NOT part of the child support calculation and are not considered by the court.  You  may calculate child support yourself on the public guideline calculator by visiting http://www.childsup.ca.gov/Resources/CalculateChildSupport/tabid/114/Default.aspx 
2.  Can I get child support for the period of time before a child support order is made?  You may get child support from the day you file your case asking for child support, but only if you serve the other parent within three months after you file your case.  The judge may also order child support starting on the date of the hearing, the date the other parent was served, or another date, depending on the facts in your case.

3.  Can child support be modified retroactively?  No.  Child support may not be modified or terminated as to any amount that became due before the date the paperwork was filed to modify or terminate support.  [Family Code §3651(c)(1)]
4.  When does court-ordered child support end?  Court-ordered child support usually ends when the child:

· Marries or registers a domestic partnership,

· Dies,

· Is emancipated,

· Turns 18 and is not a full time high school student

· Turns 19

whichever occurs first.  Parents may agree to support a child a longer period of time.  The court may 
also order that both parents continue to support a disabled adult child who is not self-supporting.







