Service of Process by Publication of Summons
Jurisdiction – In order to enter a judgment against you, the court must have personal jurisdiction over you.  Personal jurisdiction means that the court has the right to make orders against you because you have a connection with the state.  For instance, if you did not live in California at the time the Summons and Complaint were filed, the court may not have had jurisdiction over you to make orders.  In determining whether there was jurisdiction, the court will consider if and when you lived or worked in California, whether the child was conceived in California, and whether you were personally served with the Summons and Complaint inside California.  If you file a motion for any kind of relief without first challenging jurisdiction, you will have waived any objection to the judgment based on jurisdiction.

Service – Before the court can make orders against you, you must have been properly served with the Summons and Complaint.  Some papers can be served by mail.  Other papers must be personally served or served by an approved alternate method of service.  A review of your court files indicates you were served by publication of summons, an approved alternate method of service, if all statutory requirements were met.  If you do not believe you were properly served, you must raise that issue BEFORE you file any other kind of motion with the court.  If you do not challenge service at the first opportunity, you will lose your right to do so later.

Publication of Summons - 

California law requires that any party requesting permission of the court to publish the summons in a 
newspaper must prove to the satisfaction of the court that the party to be served cannot with  

reasonable diligence be served in another manner. [See California Code of Civil Procedure §415.50] 
In your case, the child support agency told the court it looked for you everywhere, had checked all databases available to them, and could not locate you anywhere to personally serve you.  They asked the court for permission to serve you by publishing notice in a newspaper as the only method of getting notice to you of the action.   When you did not file any response to the action 30 days after the last publication date, they asked the court to enter a default against you, which it did, and the court thereafter entered a judgment against you.

If you believe the child support agency could have located you with reasonable diligence to personally serve you and you want to contest the judgment on that basis, you may file a motion with the court requesting the judgment be set aside.  This type of motion must be filed before you file any other type of motion in your case or you waive your right to complain about service at a later date.

The burden is on you to provide documentary evidence to the court that you could have been found to have been personally served.  For instance, documents showing where you lived, where you were employed, whether you had a California driver’s license or a license in any other state, were incarcerated, or on government assistance may be helpful to the court.  The types of evidence typically used to prove you could have been located with reasonable diligence are:

Pay stubs

Tax returns

Driver license records

Incarceration history

Government assistance records

Mortgage statements or rental agreement

Utility bills, telephone bills

Any other documents that would be in a database if searched

The above records should have your name, address, and dates on them that indicate they were in existence at least two months prior to the filing of the application for publication of summons.  
